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Editorial
THE PROSPECTS OF
ARMENOLOGY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Diverse theoretical and other issues arise when we assess the legacy of
Armenology in the Middle East.

What does Armenclogy mean? Who might be considered an
Armenologist? Alongside these generic questions a set of other questions
arise: What has been the nature of Armenology in the Middle East, what is
its current status, and what prospects might it have under the prevailing
conditions?

Times have changed and the conceptualization of the new
Armenologist and of new Armenology are in their formative stages. The
definition of Armenology, and its assessment, have changed. Its subject
area has been broadened, its accessibility has increased, new disciplines
and concepts of social sciences have developed and new analvtical
approaches are being applied.

Unfortunately, it seems that Armenlogy in the Middle East is not
keeping pace with contemporary changes. This is why we should query the
mission of the new Armenologist and the rejuvenated Armenology in the
Middle East. These two queries are absolute necessities for the Armenian
space. Their absence would deprive us of a scientifically researched
legacy, conducive to solid evaluation and assessment that would enable us
to organize our current and future track.

However, where and how does this process start?

The constituent ingredients of this process are: Armenological
material, its processing, a research center, researchers and the meaningful,
broader use of the research done. Together, these would produce an
institutionalized Armenology, which would guarantee the systematic
continuity of Armenology in the Middle East.

The first ingredient, the Armenological material, is all that is created
by the Armenians and through their interaction with the world.

The processing of this material is the second ingredient. Obviously we
fall short when gathering and classifying it. Indeed, there are very few
archival centers, only a few specialists work on the processing, and the
processed material is scarce and not easily accessible.



Fortunately, in the past decades an Armenological legacy has hc_:en
produced through the establishment of Armenological Chairs and teaching
courses. These have contributed to the growth of Armenological material
and have had a significant role in that regard. However, neither the
individual research work achieved, nor the published Armenological
periodicals, nor the work of the chairs has led to the third ingredient, the
establishment of Armenological research centers. In these centers the
fourth ingredient - the professional Armenologist - would have his
scientific milieu and the necessary means for scientific research.

It is anticipated that the proper, broader use of research would make an
irreplacable contribution to Armenology and to Armenian preservation.

To achieve this goal it is crucial that financial and moral support are
intertwined with the awareness of the necessity of Armenology.

Armenology is the foundation of the cognitive existence of the
Armenians and is the laboratory of the scientific assessment of the
Armenian space. That is the place where Armenological material is
operationalized to serve all Armenians.

Armenology and its preservation and promotion are the responsibilities
of the Armenian people.

This necessitates collective commitment.
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FRENCH HISTORIOGRAPHY ON THE
ARMENIAN MASSACRES OF 1909 IN CILICIA
{Summary)
VARUJAN POGHOSIAN

The article sheds light on the approach and assessment of French historiographers on
the Armenian massacres of 1909 committed in Cilicia. The author notes that these
massacres were organized and perpetrated by both the Young Turks and the ancient regime
and constitute an important link in the process of the Armenian Genocide (1894-1922). In
fact, the French authors characterize the killings of 1894-96 and 1909 as an introduction to
the Armenian Genocide of 1915.

Poghosian underlines the fact that after a short period in the 1910s, the Armenian
massacres of 1909 were rarely brought to light and discussed by French historiographers
until the early 1990s.

In line with highlighting some 14 books, document compilations, and articles the
author puts under the limelight two books, that of Petros Aznovour, who in 1911, under the
nickname of Georges Brézol, published Les Turcs ont passé la...in Paris, and that of the
French journalist A. Adossidés, who published his book Arménines et Jeunes-Turcs. Les
massacres de Cilicie, in Paris in 1910,

Poghosian assesses and interprets the documents published in the first book, which is
a compilation of documents, numerous reports, letters, protests and other notes of various
sources. The book reflects the diverse points of view of Turkish officials, Armenian ¢lerics
and foreign missionaries.

Poghosian notes as well that the Armenian massacres of 1909 were hinted at in various
studies related to the history of the Ottoman Empire. These books assessed the Armenian
massacres of 1909 in the framework of state policy towards the national minorities.

The author stresses that all these French authors affirm and attest these massacres.
However, they vary in assessing the damage, the casualties, and particularly in pinpointing
both the organizers and perpetrators. Ultimately they differ in putting the responsibility on
the old regime of Abdul Hamid or the new regime of the Young Turks.
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GRIGOR MAGISTROS AS AUTHOR OF SHARAKANS AND TAGHS

{summary)
ANNA AREVSHATIAN

Girigor Magistros (980-1058) was one of the renowned cultural figures of the Bagratid
era of Armenia. He was a leading figure of the new trend of thought in the Armenian
cultural milicu. Manuscript references confirm that he had commendable knowledge of the
religious music that was taught in the monastic schools as well as the popular music that
was being developed by minstrels.

It is a significant fact the church canonized several of his sharakans. Indeed Magistros,
a lay person, had his name included by the church in the canonical as well as the non-
canonical list of sharakans, a further proof of his stature as a music figure of the 11™
century. Strangely, however, no serious attempts have been made by scholars to research
and enlist the sharakans and taghs Magistros had written.

In her article. Arevshatian endeavors to address this issue.

She comes out with a list of five sharakans and two raghs, all authored by Grigor

Magistros.
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HAYRAPET VARDAPET'S MANUSCRIPT OF
SAMUEL ANETSI'S CHRONOLOGY
(Summary)
KAREN MATEVOSSIAN

In classical Armenian historiography the twelfth century Armenian historiographer
Samuel Anctsi. the vicar of the mother Church of Ani, was famous for his Chronogy, which
covers Armenian history until 1163,

Karen Matevossian notes that in 1893, father Arshak Ter-Mikelian published the
comprehensive text of this Chronology after making extensive additions to it, based on the
14 manuscript-copies and variants of the Chronology that were in his hands.

However, the author contests that Ter-Mikelian did not pay adequate attention to the
oldest manuscript copy, which belonged 1o Hayrapet Vardapet, probably copied in the 13™
century. Matevossian wonders whether Ter-Mikelian chose not to make wvse of that copy
because the information it contained was more concise and different from the other
manuscripts.

Matevossian focuses on the content of the said version and. after various textual
comparisons with the one published by Ter-Mikelian, concludes that the wversion of
Hayrapet Vardapet has iumportant historical data that should not be overlooked.
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THE TRACK OF CHURCH UNITY IN
THE CONTEXT OF XIV-XV C. SOCIO-POLITICAL PROCESSES
(summary)
VLADIMIR IVANOV

The author maintains that the loss of statehood or its weakening is always sccompanicd
by socio-political, economic and other shocks, which in tum make the spiritual sphere
vulnerable. and directly lead to complicated issues of the security of the spiritual space of
the nation.

In this article Ivanov depicts the sociopolitical conditions prevailing in Armenia proper
and Cilicia during the late period of the crusaders. The area witnessed the Mongol invasions
and the eventual establishment of the Mongol llkhanate., the fall of the Zaccharids in
Armenia proper and the attacks of the Egyptian sultanate on Cilicia.

Againstthe backdrop of this political turmoil, Ivanov narrates the attempts made by the
Papal See at converting the Armenians to Catholicism, and bringing the Armenian Apostolic
church under the leadership of Rome.

The author highlights the diverse factors and actors that supported the unification
attempts. However, most of the clerics of Armenia proper opposed the attempt. Likewise,
most of the ordinary Armenian inhabitants of Cilicia opposed it. Their actions destabilized
the Kingdom of Cilicia and forced king Oshin and Catholicos Constantine in the council of
Sis in 1361 to call ofY the process of unification.
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