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THE UNENOWN ARABIC TRANSLATION OF YERVANT ODIAN'S
NOVELS: ABDUL HAMID AND SHERLOCK HOLMS & SALIHA HANEM
(1921-1933)
(Summary)
MIHRAN MINASSIAN

The Arab Pharmacist Dr. Mohammad Salah Al Din Al Qawakibi (Aleppo
1901-Damascus 1972}, a graduate of the Sorbonne, author of several books in his
profession, and renowned for the pharmacological terms he created, translated two
novels of Yervant Odian (1869-1926), Abdul Hamid and Sherlock Holms: and
Saliha Hanem. They were translated from Turkish to Arabic and published in seven
volumes (a total of 1233 pages). between the vears 1923 and 1933.

Unlike the translations of these two novels into Greek, French and Ottoman
Turkish, the Arabic translation was hitherto unknown. Even Odian himself did not
mention it (most probably because he did not know about it) in the later days of his
life, while preparing the list of his works.

Minassian, details the translation and documents it, making -a valuable
contribution to the biography of Odian. According 1o Minassian, these translated
books, which were published in Aleppo, are considered to be some of the very first
Armenian literary works ever translated into Arabic and are unsurpassed in length.
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