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Haigazian University College was opened on October 17, 1955, with
43 swdents. There were two classes, Freshman and Sophomore, making it a
Junior College with a faculty of eight and a non-academic staff of four. The
capital expenditure for the first year was $25,000 used 1o purchase and reno-
vate the Webb House, a ten room villa on Rue du Mexique in Beirut, Lebanon,
The villa stood on a beautiful small plot measuring 1200 square feet. The
Mchagian family in Phoenix, Arizona, donated the capital through the
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), and worked hand in
hand with Stephen Philibosian 0 get the project started. The first annual bud-
get was 59,000 Lebanese Pounds, a sum equivalent to about $18.000.

The name of the college was easily and unanimously agreed upon by
all of those involved in its founding. It was named in honor of Dr. Armenag
ngazian.dwfathuomeyMemgmn who had been a professor at St. Paul's
Apostolic Institute in Tarsus, Turkey, in the 1890's and who later became the
president of Jenanian Apostolic Institute in Konya, Turkey. Dr. Haigazian was
ahighlymspacudmdmhimdeducﬂawhomcemdmsph D. Degree from
YaleUnivemtyandmmnememkcywmhisAmewmmlsin
that part of the world. A. Stephen Mehagian had been a student of Dr.
Haigazian and had married his daughter Mary, The name was thought 1o be
appropriate (0o because of its distinctively Armenian application meaning son
of}{aigastheAmcniansdesigmwdmemselmmlhwmlanguagc

In the year 1954, the Mehagians had travelied to New York City 1o
receive an award as owners of the “finest home fumishings store in America.”
At that time an idea was germinating in the mind of Mr. Mebagian, that a col-
lege like Jenanian Institute should be established in the Arab Near East as a
mamwwmmmmmmwmdﬁmbymm
into the Arab world at the time of the genocide known as the Armenian

* Since December 28, 199, h a Presidential decree the name of the uni-
versity has been changed from Haigazian University College to Haigazian
University (see the attached documents at the end of this paper).
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Massacres. There had been eight institutions of Junior College and university
level education serving the Armenian people in Turkey. With the massacre and
deportation, all of these institutions had been closed 1o the people for whom
they were originally intended. The education orienied Aminians had already
established in their new home in the Arab world a large number of excellent
elementary and secondary schools, some of them church related and others set
up by beaevolent associations. Mehagian dreamed that a college could become
a replacement for those lost to his people and might be a place where leaders
for the diaspora community could be educated. The already established schools
would be the feeder for the new college. The Mehagians, while in New York,
decided 1o visit the headquartess of the AMAA and sound out their idea about
a college. By chance, on the day of their visit, Mr, Stephen Philibosian, a
prominent Philadelphia businessman and then President of the AMAA, was
visiting the office. He knew the needs in the Near East and was well acquaint-
ed with the possibilities there. He became an enthusiastic advocate of the col-
Jege idea insisting that Mehagian accompany him back to Philadelphia to con-
tinue the discussion. He knew the people in Beirut who would be receptive to
the idea, and he already had in mind a possible site. the Webb House, owned
by The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

‘While Mehagian and Philibosian were planning further steps for mak-
ing the college a reality, there were people in Beirut with similar plans. The
Armenian Evangelical Union of the Near East (AEUNE) and two of its impor-
tant Secondary Schools in Beirut were in the process of delivering education on
the Junior College level. The two schools were church related and located adja-
cent to the Eshrefich Church in east Beirut and the First Armenian Evangelical
Church in west Beirut. The latter had a few students in a college Sophomore
class. This group of Armenian Evangelicals, wanted the college “to train teach-
ers and clergy” for the community in the Near East. The Rev. H. P. Aharonian
was Moderator of the AEUNE and a member of the latter church. He was also
Dean of the Near East School of Theology, an excellent Seminary which had
students from a variety of ethnic and national identiies studying o become
clergy and Christian educators. He was supported by Dr. Puzant Krikorian,
Bedros Hagopian, Augustine Bedeer and Yenovk Hadidian of the Eshrefich
Church and by Rev. D. Kherlopian, Albert Koundakjian, Maggie Matossian,
Dr. Papken Megerdichian, Dr. Puzant Hadidian, Hagop Salibian and Dr. Henry
Bedeer in the First Armenian Evangelical Church. :
~ The Mehagians went to Beirut later in 1954 (o visit the interested peo-
ple there and 1o look at the suggested site. Later that same year several of those
from Beirut made the trip t0 New York, joining Mehagian, Philibosian, The
Rev. Puzant Kalfayan, Executive Director of the AMAA, The Rev. A. A,
Bedikian, Dr. J. Hekimian, Mr. Sam Hekimian and others in planning the first
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steps. A Haigazian Foundation was formed which recorded in its first minutes
that the college should be like Jenanian Institute, but should be *independent”.
It was suggested that this Foundation be the fund raising and major policy mak-
ing body of the college, and that a Board of Managers from the Near East be
selected to handie college affairs in the field. The search began for an educa-
tor who could become the first president of the college. The person selected
for this post was The Rev. John Markarian, a Presbyterian minister, who was
on the faculty at Lafayeue College in Easton, Pennsylvania. Markarian's father
Hagop had been in the first graduating class of St. Paul's Apostolic Institute in
Tarsus, Turkey, and had been on the faculty of Jenanian Institute in Konya in
the late 1800's prior to his leaving for the United States in the aftermath of a
massacre in Turkey in 1896, The newly selected president for Haigazian
College ook a two year leave of absence from Lafayette and left for Berut
with his wife Ruth and five year old daughter Joanne in August 1955, sailing
on an Egyptian Mail Line ship, The Mohammad Ali el Kebir, to Alexandria,
Egypt. and on the Malik Fouad from there to Beirut. The culture shock for the
Markarians was enormous. Their belongings were hustied from the port 1o a
blazing hot sixth floor apartment, and they were then prompuy bundled into a
wildly driven car and taken 10 a mountain retreat in Dhour Schweir and deposit-
ed in a room with a dirt floor and three iron cots equipped with mosquito net-
ting hanging from the ceiling over each cot. The beauty of the place and the
warm friendship of the people there prevented a sudden retum to the USA!

‘Markarian met with the Board of Managers in what was their cleventh
meeting, held on September 7, 1955. This group was made up of: The Rev. H.
P. Aharonian, Chairman, Dr. H. McMullen and Dr. Henry Bedeer, appointed
by the AEUNE, Dr. P. Krikorian, B. Hagopian and H. Salibian appointed by
‘appointed by the First Armenian Evangelical Church in west Beirut which was
‘adjacent to the Webb Building where the college was located and which held
‘the permit under which the college was 1o operate in its beginning years as a
Junior College. The Beirut group, in contrust to those from the United States,
wanted the college to be church related, considering the AEUNE 1o be co-
‘owner with the AMAA. This was typical of such govemance in the Near East
which operated under the old Otioman Empire "Millet” System, a form of gov-
‘emment in which minorities distinguished by their religious affiliation had
political status. The Armenian Evangelicals of Lebanon were part of the
Protestant Millet. They had their own courts for marmiage, divorce and inheri-
tance. They thought of their institutions as baving standing only as related 10
their religious/political community and thus as church related.

The college identity in the United States was tied in with people who
were closcly affiliated with the AMAA. Mehagian and Philibosian wanted the

college to be indepent mwmmwmmnmubem
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pendent of church and missionary control. However, since they were busy men
and since their work for the college was related to the AMAA, the latter soon
was regarded as co-owner of the college, and actually appointed the first Board
of Trustees in the USA whose first chairman was The Rev. A. A. Bedikian,
one of the founding fathers of the AMAA. Others on that first Board were
Mehagian, Philibosian, The Rev. P. Kalfayan, Dr. ). Hekimian, S. Hekimian,
H. Kurkjian, M. Hatch and Flora Sarkissian. Judge N. Barsumian was soon
also drawn into the group. Thus, although the early planners in the USA want-
ed an independent college, the result was a definitely church related institution
with the AMAA and the AEUNE as co-owners. However neither the Mission-
ary Association nor the Church felt able to govem the college and for that pur-
pose the two Boards were formed, the Trustees with primary responsibility to
make policy. 10 appoint the president, (o approve budgets and 1o raise funds;
the Board of Managers 1o act as a responsible Board to whom the
Administration would report in'the field. This rather complicated four entity
govemance worked through the good will of all concemed.
~The first faculty of the college was composed of The Rev. Dikran
Kherlopian who was a specialist in Armenian Studies. Dr. Anahid Melikian,
English Language and Literature, The Rev. John Markarian in addition to his
administrative responsibilities also taught courses in Religion and Philosophy,
L. Karamanougian in Biology and Chemisiry, D. Kalaidjian in Physics, A,
Sayegh in Mathematics, D. Sahagian in French and A. Sawaya, Arabic
Language and Literature. The emphasis was on work in the classroom. The
professors were encouraged to keep the standard high and the demand serious,
~In 1955 when the college was founded in Beirut, Lebanon, the ele-
mentary and secondary education of the country was onented toward the
French system reflecting the fact that Lebanon had been a French Mandate
from the end of World War I until its independence in 1943, In this system, sec-
ondary education ended with a government examination called Baccalaureate
Deuxieme Partic (Bac. 11). This was the entry permit into higher or university
education. At that time there were no laws governing higher education in the
country. The Ministry of Education which was a Cabinet level post in the
Government regulated elementary and secondary education only and super-
vised the govermment examinations. This Ministry had granted equivalence in
the American system of the Sophomore Certificate with Bac. 11. This meant
that the Junior College level was considered to be secondary education and not
on the university level. There were three universities and one Junior College
operating in Lebanon in 1955, Lebanese University (language of instruction -
Arabic), SL. Joseph University, a French Jesuit Institution (language of instruc-
tion - French) and The American University of Beirut with an independent
Board of Trustces in the USA (language of instruction - English). The Junior
College was The Beirut College for Women, a church related institution con-
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nected with the Presbyterian Church in the USA and the Arab Presbyterian
Synod of Syria and Lebanon (language of instruction - English). Both the
College for Women and the American University were chartered in New York
State and were similar to such institutions in the United States, having also a
large number of faculty from the USA or rained there. It was in their interest
1o get from the Ministry of Education an equivalence with the Bac. II for their
form of education. They were disappointed 10 have received equivalence with
the Sophomore Certificate, concluding that year of study when they thought it
should have been with the completion of the Freshman year. The Lebanese
considered university education leading to the License Degree to be three years
in length, ie. in an American system three years beyond the Sophomore year.
In this situation, both the Beirut College for Women and Haigazian College
were in difficulty, considering themselves to be on the university level of edu-
cation, but forced to operate under a secondary school permit and to abide by
the regulations of the Ministry of Education. The only possible course open 10
them was to press on and offer Junior and Senior years leading to a Bacbelor's

For Haigazian College, the goal was in sight, especially since, in
Lebanon, there were as yet no laws governing university education, There
were no standards 1o be met and no bureaucratic obstacles. However the col-
lege felt a moral obligation 10 its students 1o give them a quality of education
which would make their eamed Bachelor's Degrees worth more than the paper
on which they were inscribed. Fortunately for Haigazian College, there were
wwo students who received the Sophomore Certificate in 1957/58 who could be
carried into a Junior class because of their academic interest Setrak Lapajian
carried a major in Christian Education, taking courses at both Haigazian
College and at The Near East School of Theology, which had an extensive
library and a number of excellent professors. It was agreed between the two
institutions that he could take his arts and sciences courses at Haigazian and his
major at the Seminary, receiving after two years from Haigazian College bis
Bachelor of Ars in Christian Education. The second student was Yervant
Kassouny whose major was Armenology. In his case, the college had the begin-
nings of a superb well catalogued Armenian Library being assembled by The
Rev. Dikran Kherlopian a specialist in the ficld and a recognized and published
scholar. Kherlopian had also attracted from Soviet Armenia a series of visiting
scholars and thus Kassouny could be given a serious BA Degree in the field.
The two became the first degree receiving graduates of Haigazian College at
the Commencement Exercises in 1960.

This event proved to be momentous in the history of the college, since.
in 1961, the next year, the Lebanese Government passed a law goveming high-
er education in the country and placing all university level education under a

Spocial branch of the Minists. of Education, The law stated that nsiutions
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which had been operating on the level of higher education would present their
programs to the Ministry and on that basis would become recognized
Institutions of Higher Learning. Haigazian did this and became officially rec-
ognized as an institution of higher leaming with the title Institute.

In 1966, the Ministry of Education recognized Haigazian's BA and BS
Degrees as equivalent to the Lebanese License. In 1988789, the college was
officially named in its' Government Charter Haigazian University College,
using the term “university” as an adjective o indicate the level of education.

~ The four year program at the college grew gradually so that by 1970,
just 10 years later, there were 80 in the graduating class, During that period,
relations with The Near East School of Theology and The American University
of Beirut, which were within seven minutes walking distance, developed 1© the
point of benefit from the use of their libraries w the cross registration of stu-
dents in courses at the other institutions. Faculty from all three institutions
became available to each for part time instruction.

Early in the academic year 1965/66, Dr. Markarian, the first president,
submitted his resignation 10 become effective in June 1966. Dr. Joseph
Spradley, Head of the Science Division, became acting president while the
search was on for someone fluent in English, French and Armenian with strong
ties to the evangelical community could be found to be the next president.
Spradiey continued for two years proving (o be an excellent administrator guid-
ing the college 1o grow in both number and quality. In 1968/69, Dr. Gilbert
Bilezikian who met all of the criteria became the second president of the col-
lege. He remained at the helm until May of 1971 when a family crisis made it
necessary for him 1o rewm o the United States and his position on the faculty
of Wheaton College in [llinois. During his term of service major programs
WMMBWWWMMSWETMg
English as a Foreign Language (TEFL). A Dean was added 1o the administra-
tion. Eventually the Business Program would become the dominant one with
more than 50% of the students specializing in that field and performing so well
the term of Dr. Bilezikian, the growth of the college in quality and numbers was
Dr. Markarian, who was in Beirut as Professor of Theology and
Director of Development at The Near East School of Theology, offered 1o give
part time help 1o Haigazian College for its last month in 1971 and for the
Commencement that year. He was later asked to retum to the Presidency of the
dent, serving until his retircment in June of 1982. In this early period of the
1970's major programs were added in Education, Political Science: and
life of the college came to an abrupt halt with the outbreak of war in Lebanon,
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The academic year 1974/75 saw Haigazian at the peak of its growth. The
largest graduating class in its history (87) received the college degrees and went
out into a Lebanon which was 10 experience destruction and death for the next
eighteen years. The majors of those graduates indicate the direction of the col-
lege up 1o that point: Business Administration - 44, Mathematics - 10, English
-9, Biology 9. Psychology - 5, Chemistry - 3, Bio-Chemistry - 2, Physics - 2,
Political Science - 2, and Religious Education - 1.

The academic year 1974/75 bad been full of promise. But the acade-
mic year 1975/76 was totally different: three of the important people in the col-
lege administration had left for the United States. Dean Walter Bandazian
became Director of the Howard Karageuzian Foundation in New York City. He
had been active in the college during a three year term working with a newly
formed Businessmen's Committee which held promise of strong active support
for the future. He had initiated a Junior Year Abroad Program at the college in
which seven students from excellent universities in the United States received
credit for a year of study at Haigazian Coliege. Mrs, Barkev Darakjian,
Registrar of the college, who had developed the Office of Admissions and
Registrar into an efficient working force, had left for Chicago. Ani Najarian,
an alumna of the college and a member of its first class who had been for many
years the secretary to the President also left for the United States. These depar-
wres were a sign of the ominous events which were 10 occur. The coliege was
unable to open the academic year 1975/76 until January of 1976 because of
severe fighting in its arca. The President’s office and the Student Lounge were
destroyed by explosives and fire. Other damage was sustained in all of the col-
lege buildings and the student body registered in January numbered 60 in con-
trast to the 650 of the previous year.

In June 1982, Dr. Markarian, after living in the arca of the coliege dur-
ing seven years of war, retired from his post, finally quiting Beirut in March
1983, Dr. Verne Fletcher, a professor at the Near East School of Theology and
time to time lecturer at Haigazian College, consented 0 becoming the President
of the College, but the atmosphere in Beirut had been deteriorating for for-
eigners, especially Americans, and at the end of the academic year 1984/85, be
was forced (o leave the post and retum 1o the United States. .

Ms, Wilma Cholakian, the College Registrar, was appointed
succeeded by the fifth president of the college, Dr. John Khanjian. Ms.
Cholakian guided the college into its relocation in cast Beirut in the Christian
Medical Center Building and succeeded in maintaining a student body of 300

| ped 10 supply much needed

‘each year. A program in Social Work was develope
In the 1990's as peace began gradually to dawn in Lebanon, the
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rebuilding process started. The Social Work Program was started with a gener-
ous grant of $50,000 from The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Later
grants, three from the Lincy Foundation including one of $10,000 and two of
$25,000 along with a second grant from the Hewlett of $150,000 enabled the
college to strengthen several of its programs and to underwrite the college
expenses of eight excellent students from the former Socialist Republic of
Armenia.

The new situation in the Republic of Armenia enabled Haigazian 1o
develop briefly in the capital city of Yerevan, instruction courses in the English
Language and a Program leading 1o a Master's Degree in Business
Management under the direction of Dr. Louis Vorpp, a noted scholar and
administrator in that field.

The war years in Lebanon constituting almost all of the second 20
years of the college history, took a heavy toll. The college chaplain, The Rev.
Jirair Soghomian was wounded and had 1o be evacuated to the United States.
The watchman of the college, Hrant Sarian was also wounded. Dr. Garo
Surmelian, an instructor in Physics, having only receatly received his Ph. D. in
the field, lost his life in an air crash in Beirut. Dr. Raymond Hitti of the
Business Division was killed by a stray bullet during the war. Miss May Ziadé,
an instructor in Psychology lost her life during the war. One member of the jan-
itorial crew, and several students were wounded when a car bomb aimed at
Walid Jumblatt, leader of the Druze Socialist Community, exploded in front of
the Mugar Building and one student. wapped in his car, died. Members of the
Board of Managers which was meeting in the President’s Office in that build-
i;g were saved from serious injury by heavy curtaing covering the windows to

€ roon.

In addition to this toll in human life, there was the constant strain and
fear associated with incessant bombarding of civilian areas and especially the
region in which the college was located. On a number of different occasions
during the twenty year period of the war, rooms in the buildings of the college
emic life of the college sutfered too. During lulls in the fighting, classes would
begin and students would gradually drift back into college life, but then in an
instant all would change as hostilities flared up again and classes had (o be sus-
pended. This constantly fluctuating situation made it impossible to carry on a
normal program, but to the credit of all concerned with the college, students,
staff and faculty, there was no period in which the college closed down com-
pletely and in each of the war years there were students completing work
toward the BA or BS Degree and graduating from the college. =~

~ There was also the displacement of people in Lebanon causing untold
turmoil and distress. In 1978, when Israel attacked Lebanon during the Easter
Season, refugees from the south poured into the area in which the college was
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operating. They entered many of the deserted and bombed out buildings trying
10 find some shelter. The college organized a program for getting food and
other needed articles to more than 1500 of these refugees. Students, faculty and
staff worked together, and among them were representatives from both sides of
the conflict in Lebanon. A Los Angeles Times article written by Joe Alex

‘Morris noted that former enemies were working side by side to feed the needy.

Then again, in the summer of 1982, the Isracli atack on Lebanon which
brought their troops all the way to Beirut, forced even more refugees into the
college neighborhood. This time an experienced group from the college was
helping to feed and help in other ways more than 21, 000 people.

In 1985, Dean Cholakian and her Board of Managers were forced to
make a serious decision conceming the relocation of the college. In April of
that year, the passage between east and west Beirut closed completely, and
since most of the students in the west Beirut college were from east Beirul, it
became necessary 1o work toward a major relocation. The transition began in
1885/86. In the next academic year, the Webb and Mehagian Buildings were
rented 1o the National Evangelical College, a secondary school managed by the
Arab Evangelical Church, and by 1988/89, the Mugar Building was rented 10
the French oriented Louise Wegman School. Haigazian College was moved.

“into the former Christian Medical Center in east Beirut, which had been a hos-

pital owned and managed by Dr. Puzant Krikorian, Dr. Peter Manoogian and
Mr. Avgustine Bedeer. Krikorian had been a long time member of the Board of
Managers of the college in Beirut, and who had retired and moved to the United
States. Krikorian and Bedeer donated their interest in the building and Dr.
Manoogian's share was purchased by the college. The difficult task of refur-
bishing the Center to make it habitable for the college was undertaken, and the
site was transformed into a beautiful city coliege building. By the academic
year 1987/88, the relocation to east Beirut was complete, and the college has
since continued to operate on that site, averaging a student body of 300 each
year 10 the present time in 1995/96.

Haigazian University College has been able to operate and 1o offer a
respectable and serious university level curriculum with minimal expenditure
for both capital improvement and for current expenses. Its first current budget
in 1955/56 was less than $20,000, of which 25% was met by student tuition and
75% by Trustees grants given through the AMAA. In 1995/96 the current bud-
getis approximately $1.000,000 of which 80% is derived from tuition and 20%
from endowed funds through the AMAA. The initial capital expenditure for the
college was an amount of $25,000 given by the Mehagian family and used 1o
purchase and refurbish the Webb House. The building and cquipping of the
seven floor Mehagian Building was almost literally scratched out of current
funds and time to time grants arranged primarily by Stephen Philibosian and bis
friends Mehagian, Hekimian and Vart. The Mugar Building purchased in 1971

181



wmmnf&rma;wmﬂlaﬂmmummummmy the building space
was entarged by the addition of a student lounge and the beautiful villa bearing
the Mugar name and housing the administrative offices and both the English
and Armenian libraries. The land space of the college was trebled.

The Endowment Fund of the College held and managed by the
AMAA is more than $3.000,000 contributed by more than 300 donors ranging
in amounts from $100 to more than $300,000. Nine of the portfolios include
sums ranging from $10,000 o $20,000 with such representative names as
George and Helen Barsumian, Harold and Francis De Mirjian, Mr. and Mrs,
Sam Mardian and Mr. and Mrs, Augustine Bedeer. Smmfundsminthe
$20,000 10 $100,000 range with such names as Virginia Harikian, Mr. and Mrs,
Louis Kurkjian, Mr. and Mrs, Alec Manoogian, Mr. and Mrs, Arthur
Matossian, Mr. and Mrs. Leon Peters, Elise Merdinian, and The Haigazian
Alumni Association. In the $100,000 group are Mary Diran and Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Gertmenian. The $300,000 Endowment is that of the Founders, Mr. and
Mrs. Mehagian, _

Several donors menit special recognition: The Stepben Philibosian
Foundation, under the leadership of Stephan’s daughter, Joyce Stein, has been
a steady contribulor to the scholarship needs of the college. The total during
forty years is more than $750,000. The estate of Judge Nazareth Barsumian is
the donor to the General Endowment Fund of the AMAA an amount of
$750,000. The Hekimian family beginning with Samuel and carried on by his
sons Samuel and Robent have been major donors to the college. The Levonian
Family Endowment in the General Fund given by Dr. Rendel Levonian, the
present Chairman of the Board of Trustees is $275.000. During the 25th
Anniversary Campaign, nine contributors gave more than $25,000 each for
‘scholarship aid 10 the college, They are: Dr. D. Bérberian, Mr, Jivelekian, A.
Manoogian, E. Merdinian, A. Tchakejian, Dr. P. Hadidian, J. Hekimian, R.
Hekimian, Dr. . Kassouny, Joyce and Joseph Stein (2) and F. Sarkissian.

Last but not least, among those who have been financially involved in
the college are the wition paying students. It is true that the cost of education
has always been higher than the tuition charged, so that in a sense, the educa-
tion of all of the students at the college has been subsidized to some extent, still
mmﬁmmmmmnmﬁmmdmmmsw-
rent expenses of the college. In the current year alone (1995/96), wition income
has been nearly $800,000. ‘e total amount through the forty year history has
been several million dollars.

Finally it must be noted that the college in its essence and in its histo-
wHMMﬂmwmmmuﬁMwmhmm
mmmﬂmmm&wﬂmmgmwm
mufmhmmlusmmhhinmmmmsymmommy
mmmmmmmmlg Staffl and student body numbering in
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the thousands. And yet it must be said that the history of the college is its peo-
ple. The first Board of Trustees and the first Board of Managers did sterling
work 10 get the college on its way. But there were others. Nazar Daghlian and
Kegham Mississyan were Principals of the two prominent Beirut Secondary
Schools and were advisory members of the first Board of Managers. When they
moved to the United States, they continued active interest and participation in

college planning.

In the mid-1960's an important change was made in the governance of
the college with the transfer of the Board of Trustees to the west coast. There
had been a Western Committee involved in Fund Raising. As members of that
Committee became more involved, the decision was made to appoint some of
them to a new Board of Trustees with Mr. Henry Gertmenian as Chairman,
Members on that Board have been Dr. Rendel Levonian, who eventually suc-
ceeded Mr. Gertmenian as the fourth Chairman of that Board (A. A. Bedikian,
§. Philibosian, H. Gertmenian and R. Levonian), Dr, Jirair Sarian, long time
Treasurer, Dr. Mihran Agbabian, Louvis Kurkjian, Helen Barsumian, dedicated
Secretary to the Board, A. S. Mehagian, the only holdover from the original
Board, his son Arthur, Joyce Stein, daughter of Stephen Philibosian, George
Barsumian, Ed. Barsumian, son of Nazareth, Dr. Skyier Aijian, L. Eskigian, H.
De Mirjian, Leon Peters whose wife Alice continues active support of the col-
lege through the Leon Peters Foundation and who is a life member of the
Board, Mary Mehagian and Mary Diran also life members, Dr. S. Tilkian, Dr.
H. Katchadourian, H. Mouradian, Maggie Matossian charter member of the
Board of Managers and one time chairperson of that Board, Dr. J. Zeronian, Dr.
M. Balabanian, §. Gertmenian, Ida Levy niece of Dr. P. Krikorian, Z. Khanjian,

A. Bedeer, L. Gulesserian, D. Levonian, L. Kalfayan, S. Kalfayan, The Rev. B.

Geukgeuzian and Dr. H. P. Hovnanian.

The Board of Managers in Lebanon has also been mentioned. Its first
Chairman was Rev. H. P. Aharonian, succeeded by Dr. D. Wosgian, then by
Dr. L. Babikian, Maggie Matossian and Herair Mouradian. The present chair-
man of that Board is the Rev. Robert Sarkissian. Others who have given long

service in addition to the charter members are: Dr. R. Chorbajian, Dr. A.

Manougian and his wife Alice, L. Gulesserian, Dr. E. Shirgjian, S. Agulian, B.
Bessos, J. Ekmekiji, A. Dedeyan, Mrs. Karageuzian, J. Saghenian, The Rev. H.
Karjian, A. Boojikanian and Dr, B. Artinian.

The presidents of the college and three of the deans have been named
in the narrative. Also serving as dean of the college were M. Jinbashian and Dr.
B. Yenovkian. Others in the administration serving in the Admissions and
Registrar’s Office as Directors were, Z. llanjian, A. Darakjian, H. Tilbian and
A. Fermanian. iy o

A long list of capable and admired people served on the faculty of the

college. The first Ph. D, to be hired was Dr. Anahid Melikian. The popular and
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difficult hurdle for swdents was the much admired and mumed Levon
Karamanougian in Biology and Chemistry, He was succeeded in Chemistry by
Dr. Mary Kasparian, Dr. Sidani and others, and in Biology by Dr.
Kouyoumjian and Dr. Lebbos. Dr. J. Mirhij after his retirement from The
American University of Beirut, taught Biology for many years, aﬁ.did Dr.
Fairbanks and S. lsraelian. Dr. Ed. Hant led a strong Physics Department made
up of Dr.'s Wakid and Surmelian. Mathematics was in the capable hands of A.
Sayegh, Dr. A. Boghossian and many others, among whom was M.
Manougian, who became famous in the Arab world as the mentor and driving
force behind a Haigazian Science Club which fired the first large solid fuel
rocket, launched from a government stronghold above the Bay of Jounieh in
Lebanon, and observed by 15,000 people including all of the officers in the
Lebanese Army, and tracked to Cyprus by the Lebanese Navy!

In the field of Education, the college was very strong since Teacher
Education was a major goal. G. Injejikian was a whirlwind of activity, inspir-
ing and directing his students o stari their own evening school o teach area
people simple skills in English and Mathematics. Others were Dr. Anahid
Apelian, Dr. Y. Babikian, now President of The Emmanyel Bible College in
Pasadena, California, and Dr, K. Kaloustian. H. Von Mierio initiated a program
in Special Education, the only one of its kind in the area, preparing teachers of
the handicapped. His best known student is Dr. K. Tashjian presently teaching
in the United States on the university level,

In the field of Business and Economics, there bave been many of the
best in the Near East. M. Bouldoukian was the organizer of the Division, ably
helped by K. Kebabjian. Then there were Dr.'s Taky, Medewar, Al Haj, Das
and Mohanty, Dr. H. Hadjetian, an alumnus of the college, went on 1o take his
Ph. D. Degree and retum to head the Division for many years. In Armenian
Studies in addition to Professors Kherlopian and Morous Hasratian, there were
Dr. Y. Kassouny one of the first two alumni of the college, Dr. V. Oshagan, Dr.
D. Kouymjian, Messers P. Yeghiayan and Levon Vartan and Father A.
Granian. This Department under the leadership of editor Dr, Kassouny initiat-
ed the Haigazian Armenological Review, a highly respected periodical in the
field, and which continues now to be published under the guidance of Father A.
~ In Political Science there were Dr.'s Sh. Toriguian, H, Bedoyan and
P. Garmirian. In the Humanities Division, Hagop Terjimanian, an atumnus of
mwmhmwmm States for his M. A. Degree and retarmned for
many years of inspiring teaching. There were 100 the visitors who came for a
year ml}r Bo;eSnﬂm, Dr. B. Ramm, Harrict and Than Dexter. There
were Paul Leonard, the Harbers, Bill Young, Forbes, the Deans, Ralph Seti
Mis. John Khanian, wife of the present president of the college. All of these
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people served the college through the first twenty five to thirty years of its his-
tory. And there are a whole host of others within the last 15 years who have
added their names to the list of-contributors to the education of the thousands
of students who have attended Haigazian.

There were the equally important members of the non academic staff:
Y. Jizmejian was the first, and she did almost everything from admissions and
registrar's work 1o bookkeeping and secretarial work. Sirvart Konialian (later
married to H. Mouradian and at the present time President of the Women's
Auxiliary in Los Angeles) was in bookkeeping and accounting, succeeded by
Mary Abdulian, J. Terzian and Arpie (Darakjian) Chanine. There were
Business Managers like, L. Keushguerian, Ezadjian and Mandoyan; the secre-
tarial pool included A. Najarian, M. Arabian, A. Churukian; A. Adanalian and
R. Puzantian were in the Admissions Office. There were cooks and custodians,
wlephone operators, lab assistants, computer assistants and guards. All of them
made important contributions to the life of the college and all are identified in
some way especially in the minds of the students, with the college.

Two other areas were the Office of Chaplain and Student Life: The
Rev, J. Soghomian was the first chaplain, a post now occupied by Calvin
Sagherian. In Student Life there were Cholakian, Der Garabedian and Zeeny,
this post is now occupied by A. Dakessian. The libraries were manned by
Haigazian alumni, Nishan Bashmajian, J. and Z. Tanielian, Dz. Altounian, and
M. Der Hagopian.

Finally, something must be said about the smdents. They carry the
name Haigazian into every part of their life both while in the stdent body and
then later by the kind of life they produce as alumni of the institution. It is
impossible to give any meaningful account of them, but there are certain cate-
gories which are revealing. There are the clergy: beginning with Archbishop
Lapajian in California, Y. Sarmazian in Toronto, C. Biong in Khartum, Y.
‘Costa in Beirut, S. Sahiouny, Head of the Supreme Council in Lebanon,
Jarjour, lwas, Ousta-Jabbour, Jal, Sarkissian, Melkonian, Mokkosian,
Kilaghbian and his wife Esther (Haidostian). M. Janbazian is the Executive
Director of the AMAA,

In the field of teaching there are more than 100 alumni. J. Tanielian is
the Principal of the AGBU's Hovagimian Manougian and Tarouhi Hagopian
Schools in Beirut, L. Filian is a Principal in the USA, Dr. P. Haidostian is on
the faculty of the Near East School of Theology, I Dedeyan is a School
Principal, K. Karaboyajian is the Head of the School for the Blind. There are
Dr.'s Y. Kassouny and H. Bedoyan. Dr. Kegham Tashjian teaches in the United
States. S. Fustukjian was the librarian at The American University of Beirut
and is now back in the United States.

The Business Division has the largest number of alumni in circulation
in many parts of the world; P. Malouf in Florida, S. Shenorhokian in Geneva,
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LUUbPE MUSUNMEhRL
JUBLU2GUL QUUULUUATL UG, SNLEGH

QAUDNGNHD
LS. SUL UUrsUrsiy

dwjhuqtwl Gnitan hwunwnnbgus 17 Lolunbiiptip 1955ha 1oy gnitGwlwi w-
nwghl tipym nuuwpwGitipny Upbidntiu Mtypoph Ukpubp gnnnghG ypwl quGnung
Mty pthphG dte, np wmuGdGwwnmb dpl tp Gwfuwytu: dwunwnmptiub wunwehl ww-
poiwl wiwdwpliG tp 59.000 hp. nulgh: :

Snitap Ynymbgun Swpunbh UtGp dniq Ednupnihp bluphphniph nuuwfuou Up-
b Gwy Qwjlwqhiwbh whoGng. np hugpl Ep Sateh Ghipwlws wawghl Gnthpuwnnihl
bt by kGwuhG’ Uwph UtjuwybwihG: buwppppulut t, op bpp Ubwglivg LwhwGglb-
poe tg UbuwiwGibng Yp SindnughG Utpdunnp Uptabiph ite nuniiGulwi pupd-
puign)l huunwaniphil p hpwhwbugbin Swupl b wn wyy Yo ghithG Uitphugh
4w Wbinwpwlyulwl CoYbpwlgmptwG winhl, Mtypnph ty, Uspduwinp Untatiph
Luy WibnupuGuwt Uhniptiwl 2wppbptl Yupg dp nbiwdwnGtp 4p junphthG hhitty
ntunGwlwl pupdpugnyG hwunwwnipG dp hiwgpuit) GupbGugn hwbwpng dhw)G
WibwnwpuGwlul wiuyGphG’ wyby wipnng hujmpbwl Yppwlws b polwlwl wu-
hu9Ghpp: hpwpnt huwdpGlGnn wju dpwghpltinG thG np b Jtipgn) dlnibn nnihl Lwjiwg-
qll Gn(tshi: bphniwnbp Gujwgwd hwiwdwinptiul dp dpw) Satdh Twjuwgu-
hniptiuwG hpwippatbgus Jp. k. Gul Uwpguptiwlp, npnd jwenpibght Foln, Gn-
qtd UthpbunghG 1966pG. \Ltp. oyt Mpytighptiwtin 19686, Uplshts L. Gl Viapguip-
phwGp’ 19716, by Fnlyw, Lppt Bibyppp’ 1983pG: 197506 wunypwd hpubiubtiu nwu-
Ghopuwibuy uunmbpuwqiG unhuytig np Gnt6LG hbnwlul dwlwiwin yuubgnuwd wik-
phlywhuunwlGlinp, whw pt hGgn’t 1985hG ulunn niuoiGwlwl wwptoppwit uiubuy
nyt6ha nbywqwpnippiGh vunwbsGhg Op. Mibydw njwpbuibp. npwtu yuppwlul wh-
unity, np ety wy aenuiGuluG b whunbiuywi nhuwbugbng th Soteha: Uhw)6
1995h munidGuljwG wwpbzpowth uihgpd tp, np Uhwgtiug LwhwGgGtptG Mtgpmp huw-
v GuifulihG huituuba) o, dwG hwGebubp, apytu higbannn (wluwqwhp Ga-
e _

Quijwnw zpewlh wuypwd JophywipmaGipme’ sapu wwuluibwih dauy vw-
pusdmLwd nunuiGulG by wlwntswluwl gapdniGtnphi dp Snitekl Gbpy wpdwlug-
Plig nly quipquignu ta ybipupuigp: Grgwi huympbuwl hwiwp numghy m nuunhwpuwl,
dwidinyh dwpn b wogquihl wnwyGnpnibp wunpuunbin uigphwiui b huibunw-
gy hp wnwgwnpwGpGbpm pruhl b ytp pmnny wiinp brstpat dpay nantbgu w-
Yunbswluit pupdnugnyG hwuwwnniptit i whiwbgnur ny Shuy wihpudbn pu-
dusGiimGpGtipp bt SusGunwtn zpowGh htinghbiut wénn ghunulw b pGybpuwhG ww-
husG9tinneG gnbuignud wiinn Ghepbp: Lpuuyt k. np olgpGuu hujuighn . b
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qhunwlub m plytpughG ghnnphiiibpm woeplptip htanghtint gnyniptiwl YoynitiguG
wabinpuwgpnnipbwt, winbuwghunipbwG, pilbpw)hl dwnwjniptiwb, dwilwwpdni-
plwG, punwpwghnmpbiub, wigbptGp npyty (bgm cnwnpllipm mungnuihl, hunku-
YupghyGtipot, bt dwubwghmwyw GnyGwliub wip Shgbp, t 1955h6 pwnwubtiuy dp
hwzninn muwnnibpng b pupdpwgnyG munudGlpm hhdGwywi pwlh dp Ghpbpt nu-
vwiwlnnpbwdp uuwd Snitép 1975h6 wpntG wipopts huunwnnwd wiunbiwlws
YbnpnG dph tp hp 650 muwGnnGhpay, op, vwljuw)l, huwnwy nunGulwl, whunbiv-
Gw( b ghinwlput bp ppugnpdmudGlipaG 199506 whuh nGbGup dhwyb 300 nwuwbng:
bpwljwmptwd dte phitpn uw windp hwnbuwGpl tp 1975H0 uluwd |hpwlnlbwd
whwgnpnyl pwuniiGbpmb, npnlg pugtu wpnhilp 1976h munibwhwi wwpbzpewll
uljutip tp ol qupumG nuwwGnnGbnny: 1985h6, wiwGiwpbhniptwl wagby Gnt6h 2pp-
guwwwinhl wbinh mbbgnn wiplnte yehuGtpmt b wilw) nipwyndmdGtipma, Gnt-
6p thnfswnpmbigun Mjpmph wpbibiwG Yondp. wwpqopt winp hwdwp np wiop m-
vwlnnmpbwl dbdwgn)G dwup Yn qup punwphl wpbihibwl pewittp quigmudw-
Jhii Ybpuyny bwenwonuwd huympbite: Uuyt bwp Snitép hwah pt Yupnn gupdun
plnnelhy 300 muwGnn hp Gop Yuaptl Gbpu, np Ephunnbtulwl Adyjwliws Yenpnth
2tGpG tp Gwiuungty:

Gnikéh nputy numdGwlw b wiunbdwlw YinpeG huwnwnndh b qup-
qugnuinl ulgplulpwG opbipniG ¥bd nbp huwnwgh ny Ghwyl Uhwgbwy LiwhwiqGlipn
fuGusSwiuiuluwl bt pmph nqupupdwlul quibwquwl SwpdhGibpp’ w)| dwluwwdn
wilinp uuwjvouwfuwl Yuqdh Slwmb bt qlumG GhipywyugmghyGbptl ywwntp: Wju-
wty’ w)ydd wihpwdtym £ wlnlgdt hnu jhyby Lkp. Shqpwl fopnptwbp, Fnln. Uhw-
hjna UihptiwGp, LtinG G wpwdwlnybwG6 m Uw)tnp, paipanplbp Uwph Gwuywpbu-
Gp, Gnynuidtwbp, Lpuwoup, Uphtdp, UnwwGhG, SbpwbGpup, bupwjtibwbp. wppp,
Monnutiwlp, MGstEhtwGp, Uptibwlp, Mwwyhlbuwbp, Swmunbulp, Lwetpbwlp, b
mphGtp: Lwjughinnipbwd pwdwinGptl Gipu Lbp. pnpbwGts bnp wtnp t jhoby
wlmGGtpp bptuwGtl hpwihpnuud dpnd. Stapg bpnpbwGha, b Unpmu Qwupwpiv-
GhG. dwht OpwlwGht, Shapw GnuyoidEbwGhG, Rhiquln bnhwbwGhe, LtinG Lwp-
nuiGho, bpniuln LwunGhha b Ynwbbwl LwppugbnhG: 197006, Luw)lulws nun-
GuuhpriphGitpm Yhnpabp np hhiw Jbpwonibn tp Sniteh hujwghnwljw pudwt-
dmliph uuun hpunnwpwyy Suyhuqbudb Supugfypulub {wigtq bpnuwbn Lwun-
Ghh fudpwgpmiptiwdp, b np wydd 4p 2wpmbwymh Ynwlbwl Lwppuytnh wwnw-
fowGusnminipbuwdy b Jadpugpulut Ywqsh do Shabpni; v

thG uhuwpwd wnwighG hhiGwnhplbpp dw)ywqbul GmtehG, np op 6o whuh h-
plifig bipwql phdwymtp ppwn, e 1960hG unwbwit bnp ybnwhwl Swiumd nputu
whwnbiwlwi pwpdpuign)G hwunuanph’ |hpwGwobwt ippwlwG Gwhwpwpmptul
1966 poiuulihp Gty optpny dwyuiqiuti Gogt6h 2Gnphwd Mty by Mh L wuinhGwlt-
i GwgnithG hpwGwbtuG huwGohl hwswhwwuwn b 1988 mundGulws wwpbops
PwilitG ulubing w) hwunwn Gwbygnitp npugty dwjwqtw dwiwpuwpwiulwi Snts
hp nunidGwlpuG punwibwg hpinipnyG hudwlwpgny, np bppbp wy stp nwpptpbp w-
dtphltwG npbit Goit6h s huuwyuwuGh niGbgudtt: SnitShG hhiGunhpibnG bpuw-
qbip thG UhghG Untubijph ity niGbiGuy bw) b1 wpwp dnnngmpnGtpm pupdpugmsht
Owwuann whwnbiuhwd huunwompl dp. b bhsw mGEhG quyt, Shuyl pt winp
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APPENDIX

The Republic of Lebanon
Ministry of National Education
Council of Higher Education
313991

To the President of Haigazian College

Subject:  Haigazian College as an institution of higer leaming.
Source:  The Regulatory law of higher education of 26/12/1961,
The decision taken by the Council of Higher Education in its
meeting of 25/3/1966.

chavemcbmofinfomingyouthmﬂmComcﬂof}ﬁgher
Education studied the file of your institution in its meeting of 25/3/1966 and it
was evident that this institution had submitted all the necessary documents
according 1o the stipulations of article 17 of the regulatory law of higher edu-
cation of 26/12/1961, The documents submitted during the appointed time, i.e.
in March 23, 1962, requested that it be authorized as an institution of higher
learning, with the name of “Haigazian Institute.”

‘The Council of Higher Education took the following decision:

The Coungil of Higher Education affirms that “Haigazian Institute” is
considered an institute of higher leamning authorized by the law because its sta-
ws as an institute corresponds 1o the regulatory law of higher education and in
particular to article 17 and paragraph 1 of its 4th clause.

We are pleased for this decision taken conceming your institution
“Haigazian Institute.” We hope that those responsible for its management will
continue o assure that it continues 10 abide by the accepted laws and regula-
tions. We wish the institution success and well-being.

5 0 Minister of National Education
- Council of Higher Education

- Commitie of Private Education

- Equivalence Commitice

- File.
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APPENDIX I

The Republic of Lebanon
2163/1609
Presidential Decree Number 7909
The equivalency of the Sophomore diploma which Haigazian College awards
with the Lebanese Baccalaureate Part 1L

The President of the Republic of Lebanon,

According to the Constitution of Lebanon,

According to the decree number 9355 dated 28/4/1962 concerning

the equivalence of diplomas,

And in response to the request made by Haigazian College in Beirut,
to consider the Sophomore diploma which it awards to be equivalent to the
Lebanese Baccalaureate Part 11,

And upon the recommendation of the Minister of National Education,

And after the approval of the Council of Ministers in 19 July 1967,

Decrees the folowing
Aricle I: The Sophomore diploma that is awarded by Haigazian College in
Beirut is considered equivalent o the Lebanese Baccalaureate Part 11 10 those
students.-
1. Who receive this diploma till the end of the academic year 1969-1970.
2. Who joined the Freshman or Sophomore class of the aformentioned insti-
tution prior o 1969-1970, provided that they will receive this diploma by the
end of the academic year 1970-71 (in ¢ither the June or
semesters).

Aticle 1L Tt is not possible to extend or renew this equivalency and the afor-
mentioned institution mentioned should correct its affairs according to the pro-
visions of the regulatory law of higher education dated 26 December, 1961,
particularly its 2nd clause should be implemented, before the end of the time
specified in article I of this decree.

Adticle IIL: This decree is to be published and announced where need be.

 Sin el-Fil, 27 July 1967
Issued from the President of the Republic Signature: Charles Helou
‘Signature: Rashid Karami
Minister of National Education

Signature: Sleiman al-Zein
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The Equivalence Committee established in the Ministry of National
Education and Fine Arts, according (o the legislative decree number 26 dated
18/1/1955, after examining the programs submitied to the secretaniat of the
Equivalence Committee in the Ministry of National Education. convened at
3/12/1992, 1ok the following basic decision:

The Bachelor's degree of Ars, Political Science major, which
Haigazian University College awards, is a university degree in Political
Science, issued by a recognized institution of higher learning, provided that the
bearer has received the Lebanese Baccalaureate part I, or its official equiva-
lent, on a date prior to his entry to the program; that the study period which
leads to the above mentioned diploma should not be less than six semesters,
and that the total credits are not less than 92 (ninety-two) credit, knowing that
credit here means a half year credit (semester credit) and this is in compliance
with the program put at the secretariat of the Equivalence Commitice of the
Ministry of Education, on condition of abiding by the basic decision number
20, dated 21/3/1980, concerning the number of credits of the subject of spe-
cialization,

The Equivalence Committee established in the Ministry of National
Education and Fine Arts, according (o the legislative decree number 26 dated
18/1/1955, after examining the programs submitted (o the secretanat of the
Equivalence Committee in the Ministry of National Education, convened at
3/12/1992, took the following basic decision:

The Bachelor’s of Science degree, Computer Science major, which
Haigazian University College awards, is a university diploma in Computer
Science, given by a recognized institution of higher learning, provided that the
bearer has received the Lebanese Baccalaureate part I1, or its official equiva-
lent, on a date prior o the entry 1o the program, and that the study period that
lead to the above mentioned diploma should not be less than six semesiers, and
that the total credits are not less than 92 (ninety-two)credits, knowing that cred-
it here means a half year credit (semester credit); and this is in compliance with
the program put at the secretariat of the Equivalence Committee in the Ministry
of Education, on condition of abiding by the basic decision number 20, of
21/3/1980, concemning the number of credits of the subject of specialization.









APPENDIX V

The Republic of Lebanon
Ministry of National Education and Fine Arts
To: The Administration of Haigazian Institute
Archive number: 1152/70
Issue number: 1152/M/70
Beirut in 22/5/1971

Subject: Equivalence of the Bachelor degrees
Reference; Your request, number 1152/70 dated 4/6/1970

In response 10 your request,

We inform you that, the Equivalence Committee in its meeting of
29/4/1971, 1ok the following basic general decision (file 16, session dated 9/71)
which was approved by His Excellency, the Minister of National Education and
Fine Ants, on 17/5/1971.

v After examinig the official report of 11/3/1971 and revised on
20/4/1971,

And since Haigazian Institute is one of the recognized, private institutes
of Higher Education in Lebanon,

And since the educational programs leading to the Bachelor's degrees
and the Normal Diploma which the Institute awards, equals in its kind and Tevel
to the programs taught at the Lebanese University.

and following the announcement of the Institute’s administration in its
letier of 4/6/1970, which states that it will not accept the Lebanese sutudent who
has not passed the Lebaneses Baccalaureate Part 11 as of September 1970,

1.- Therefore the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Sciences degrees
awarded by the Haigazian Institute are considered equivalent to a university
degree, provided that the bearer of this degree holds the Lebanese Baccalaureate
Pan [1, or its official equivalent, on a date prior to his admission to the
Sophomore class and that he has received the degree at least after three years of

2.- The Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Sciences degrees with the
Normal Diploma awarded by the Haigazian Institute are considered to be equiv-
alent 1o a feaching permit, provided that the bearer has the Lebanese
Baccalaureate Part 11, or its official equivalent, on a date prior to his admission
10 the Sophomore class and that he has received the diploma after at least three
years of university education, and that his area of specialization is part of the
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