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ON THE WORD-VALUE OF A
DIFFERENT DIALECTAL TYPE OF THE PRESENT PERFECT

(SUMMARY)
DAVID GURDJINIAN

For quite a long time linguists have dealt with the various forms of
content of those words which have been constructed with the addition of the
suffix -adz on various Armenian words; these latter have usually been either
nouns or adjectives in the earlier times, or adverbs in a later period; but quite
interestingly, no one has ever paid attention to the other forms of use of the
present perfect of the verb tense. Of these one finds various uses of the suffix -
ook/-00g in classical, middle, modern and dialectal Armenian, especially in
Western Armenian dialects of Van, Mush, Moks, Shatakh, and Tigranocerta,
and in Eastern Armenian dialects of Talin, Vardenis, Martouni, and Tashir. In
some cases the suffix -ouk has helped in forming nouns especially in the classi-
cal Armenian, though no one has ever realized that these adverbial forms of
words have also been used as adjectives and predicates.

If all these word-forms are found in the classical Armenian, the
middle Armenian, on the other hand, does seldom know their use, and if one
meets them, that is words constructed with the addition of the suffix -ouk, he
surely finds that they are vegetation and animal names.

A closer examination of the suffix -ouk will reveal that it is used as a
word-forming agent and has made nouns with an inner meaning of the result of
an action, and adjectives with an adverbial, subjective, and, in some cases,
future content; more over. it will prove that words with an -ouk ending can be
classified into three distinct categories: a. words which have undergone certain
formative changes of meaning; b. newly formed words which have followed the
changes in forms of the first category; and c. those words in which the suffix
stands just as a word-forming ending. It is true that in some cases where the
newly formed words, whether they are nouns, adjectives or adverbs, have
meaning.

In modem Eastern Armenian language the suffix -ouk is abundantly
used to form scientific terms, This experience in word-creation is nothing but
the qanmmaﬁnn of experiment in the middle Armenian word formation. while
certain medical and technical words are tailored according to the Russian
experience.
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