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THE OLDEST 9™-CENTURY-INSCRIBED
KHATCHKAR (CROSS-STONE) FROM THE MEGHRI REGION
(SUMMARY)
ASHOT G. MANUCHARYAN
ashot.manucharyan.1959@mail.ru

There are only six khatchkars (cross-stones) with date inscriptions that go back to the
mid-9™" century. These khatchkars are found both in Armenia and Artsakh and are dated
between 853 and 886.

The author reports on a newly found khatchkar that bears the inscription ‘HRAHAT’
and dates back to 827. The khatchkar was discovered in the summer of 2013 in the village
of Apkes, Meghri region of Syunik.

The author describes the khatchkar, decodes the inscription and identifies the inscribed
name, Hrahat, as the prince Hrahat Sahakyan. He was the ruler of the provinces of
Kovsakan and Kashoonik, which bordered Arevik province in the south-west, now the
Meghri region of the Republic of Armenia.
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