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AN UNPUBLISHED COPY OF “"GROONG", THE SONG OF SONGS OF MIGRATION
(Summary)
VARTY KESHISHIAN

The author brinhgs 1o the limelight an unpublished copy of “Groong”. found in a
manuscript of the 17" century and preserved within the Armenian manuscript collection of
Aleppo. The copy has 12 verses and 46 lines and is one of the oldest copies/versions of the
song.

So far it is not clear where and when “Groong™ came to life or who wrote it
Furthermore, the first version has not been found yet. Obviously it was written during the
16™-17" centuries. because we come across copies of the song in manuscripts of the 17"
century.

The author highlights the differences between this copy and the matrix version. Also,

based on new findings and publications. she corrects a number of misinterpretations and
conclusions drawn by Archb. Ardavazt Surmeyan, including the date and original location
of the manuscript. its scripter, etc., and speculates on certain aspects of the song.
) After analyzing the content of the song, the author notes that it must have been written
in a forcign land, by a migrant who suffered living in an alien country, far from his/her
homeland. Keshishian wonders if Aleppo could not be the original birthplace of the song
and underpins her hypothesis with a number of linguistic, historical and factual arguments
including the very fact that Aleppo is mentioned in the song.
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