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HISTORICAL LINKS BETWEEN SASUN AND ALEPPO:
SASUNTSIS IN ALEPPO
(Summary) :
VARTY KESHISHIAN

The author highlights the historical ties that existed between the Sasun region
(an area northwest of lake Van) and Aleppo throughout the centuries.

King Tigran ] the Great had conquered the Aleppo region, thus setting the
stage for these ties between Armenians and the city of Aleppo.

The conquest of Armenia by the Arab Caliphate in the 7 century and the
ensuing wars fought by the Taron-Sasun region against the Arabs led to the
prociamation of the Bagratide Kingdom in Armenia. This marked the second stage
of these relations, which extended to the 12" and 13® centuries and are widely
reflected in the folklore of the time and particularly the popular epic poem of
Sasuritsi David (Daredevils of Sasun).

The author traces back and uncovers aspects of the social, economic and
political relations between these two regions in the epic of Sasuntsi David, which
gives a vivid picture of the medieval ties. The author relies on the archival material
of the Prelacy of the Armenian Orthodox Community of Aleppo to depict the later
period (particularly the 18" and 19" centuries) of these ties, which revolved more
around education, trade and economic migrants, Keshishian narrates the role these
migrants played in the Aleppine Armenian community, their organization, their
lifestyle and means of livelihood which centered around a few professions like
bakeries, logging and flour mills.

Keshishian concludes that Aleppo was a center for economic migrants from the
Sasun region and had an impact on the socio-cultural life of the Sasun region.
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