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100 YEARS OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE...
100 ARAB TESTIMONIES

The Arab nation was the first to witness the brutality of the
Armenian Genocide as the uprooted Armenians were
deported to the Arab deserts located to the south-east of the
Armenian Highland. The Arabs were among the first to
experience the implications of the Genocide and extend a
helping hand, as hundreds of thousands of exiled Armenians
appeared on the outskirts of Arab villages and towns and took
refuge wherever possible.

This book, prepared by Dr. Nora Arissian, is unique in
drawing a broad picture of how the Arabs have reacted to the
Armenian Cause during the last one hundred years. It assesses
the Arab stance vis-a-vis diverse stages of the post-Genocide
era through eyewitness accounts, academic studies,
commemorative press articles, official announcements,
condemnations and calls for the protection of Armenians and
help by Arab dignitaries as well as calls for officia
recognition of the Genocide by the Arab states, etc.

Covering diverse Arab countries, the book records
testimonies of Arab academic, cultural, social, politica and
state figures regarding the Armenian Genocide made through
memoires, studies, statements and newspaper articles. A
number of these testimonies are quoted from interviews
conducted by the author.

The book analyses the Arab discourse on the Armenian
Genocide. It studies the evolution of Arab thought concerning
the Armenian Genocide over the past century, further
elucidates Arab public opinion concerning the Armenian
Genocide and calls for its recognition by Arab states.
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Arissian notes that these testimonies reflect diverse phases of
the Arab stance: a) recommendations to Arab inhabitants to
welcome the refugees and make room for them, b)
discussions of what went on and why, c) analysis of the
Ottoman minorities policy and the impending danger for the
Arabs, d) recognition and condemnation of the Armenian
Genocide, €) cals for compensation and restitution of
Armenian rights.

The book is divided into five chapters, an introduction and a
conclusion. Chapter 1 highlights Arab testimonies on the
Armenian Genocide in the context of historiography and
studies. Chapter 2 is a compilation of testimonies,
declarations and statements made by Arab personalities
concerning the Armenian Genocide. Chapter 3 covers the
testimonies of Arab contemporary figures who responded to
the Armenian Genocide in a poll conducted by the author.
Chapter 4 reflects testimonies of Arab figures as registered in
the guestbook at the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute,
upon their visits to the sanctuary. Chapter 5 is a set of
testimonies that have appeared in the contemporary Arabic
press.
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