UUSHLPUSP ZBRAULSNUP UL ZESURMFPULLY
JUUSAREFPRLLLIL ULBRUSULUBUUSUUh
FURULAVE M NRY UBURY L. P PULITRY

Uibjh fuli 60 waphlbp wpbulnbwl hbnhbulBbpor Yandt qpbpt
sdnngnumdy buwjulwl bupgp by ghquugwophulip, bplm wwulbul na-
ppbpt b dbp, Gnp hwligpniwl dp hp pryopt, opncl gpwenp gpoeagun-
Bunp brywe wlynipn fwlh fp 2wjlwlul qupnbh fuqlulbpynphi8ibpn.
upanljulng bphwwoewpybpoy gnhwpbpnpbandp Yunwpwd whwpblywljut
wpwpfp: Uyuop nbik wuumfwpul 3h plup 3 jhob) Gupy wlgbwihb hujlu-
Yl hwpgh Jdp gnnuphilip, P bhwjlulul ghquegwlnphbp: Bjunchwl-
nbpé Gub nbn hbnhGulbbp, n; pt Shw)l poupf, wyy GoyBhal wpbufnbub
wwwnlwghuwlwl wopwphhl fky £hy pt jwn dwlop nkdfbp, npnbf gbn hp
pulul upgupugliby fud wquosnb) w6 syulgp npnul gah gGug oy pt dh-
wyl Upbulinwhw jwonwbh wy) Gwbe podulgul ®afp Uapny Lwy dngo-
Yymipnyp: '

Zuylwlul gbnuuwwlniphibp bpt 1915-h6 «bphwwoewpy Fnipfb-
pous llml[unl:]; wupwgovlbpncl Ynndt fwwnwpnihgw, opocl bp Susulul-
gouppulp pbpu Pnpf b Fhupn dogodnipghl qquwih Sty dwup, hp wp-
Fuwnlibpp hp qulk plwlubupup wyl pbibpushl br nlnbualul yujlol-
Gbpni6 fEg op 2w dogndnipnp gupbpny wapbgue bp gpwgh danndoupy-
lbpnil hbw: 2bnbuwpup hbnwfpfpuljul b ghnbo) pk piygkts EhE 2w~
Yl hupgh dwgoufh Gupropbulyh 2y by oupf Gt 2uy b Fhu do-
apynipglbpne jwpupbpouphiGBbpp: Ubp wanpbt Gbplujugoigud bplup
whbablpughpp bpgpaulp hhoguanu Btypph Yandk 1869 wupniny Tupn
wduniuy Ity wwinpuuaniwd t b nvquplnowd Ugihng wpnwfhG gopab-
pat bupwpup Lapwn huptlnpbh: Ftypp wbh fwl bpbf wdhulbp bpby-
b jwunalh quanGhpp apybit jhan & ap wyu wbnbuwghpp wwnpuu-
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wwd ki bpp skqnf ghung, Gupbh 3t quyl Gwnb) cZwjuutps dp op du-
jng hwfhh bpbufimgnt hwdup gulugud £ umnpmqﬁmhtumhl T Juplju-
pblyby Oudwbbwl Jupywabip: Uju Junbpupoinphl plughpp wjuep wywh-
nuwd b WGgihny Zwlpw)hl nhuoelh wpnwfhl gapdng Gupwpwpnipbul
pudGhl 'ty FO 78/2439 gnigulpohl wal: Ibwwquyhl, bpp M fulbul
wyunwidpaiphilp 1876-h6 phun hpuwnay fuqufulwl jugoiphd op
unbndbg by Wigihn) uppuybn Shqpugtih rouwwnwbh julnodd fphu-
wnlbuy jwe dogonnipglbpp wquunmgpbint bwdwp dbnluplud yunb-
puquhl pp skqofouphulip jujnlbg, wujdwlu op (boswwnwl Gbgnuglbpp
whwh yqpuctp, puqluphe Jubpugpbpor jupghl win wbnblughpp biu
v mbuw

Ubpgbpu, Fnpf wpewfhl gopdng Gwpwpupnipbwl pupép yu)-
wollbwlbptl Bhyw; Thdshp np Yp g0 wdtl Yopyny Froupfhng wlgbuph
Juplp pwpdpuglby’ Wigupuh Fapf fundughnulpoel Cibpnpbab huod
Lhdlapyh hpwnwpulswnnGil Jbpwhpunwpulbg wlqhwlwl ybnwlul
nhowbh Swjrwybu joju wbuwd Yupg Ip hwuvnmwpnigpbpp: G wlghalwb
Yussgr yur Pppfp Tlg 187T-h nju wbuwd wju puvnwpaugpp bue dbpuhpu-
wwpuilgbg®: Uhw)@ Ghpwy Ghitohp Py ipph wbnblugph wyl tsbpp Yud
dubpp opolf whlywun JYugoophil foo nab Qulubbul funwupnupbub
Jupyulupghl Juohl Gupyhyorpbudp qulig unws bé: UbGF dbp wju hpw-
wwpulpipbul dty Jwibpupnigpp iph oo nwelf fugbpo] plugptl op u-
thih fwl bpbunib wwuphGbp wnwg wbuwd b punnunwd LhGf Gunjm Spppt
Uty bpbugng ophBwlh bbw: Uju qupuguwl b nughghGf Jhaby npnyhb-
wb wlgpulul junujupnipholip wnblof bpp Guayngo $ppbpp Yp hpu-
wwpwltp bppbdl w) qulwqul fuqufulwl Gjwanudibpny hpuvnwpnig-
phpp gpuflnepbwb §'blpupltp:

Lpbpgonhl nipwnpnipbwl by qlwhwnwGfhE Yp agbGf Ghdshph
hpwnwpuloiphul 0ty plgnumd Lpbpny dblfwpwlnuphilip np $hOE wju wp-
wwinynidhli 'ty Gupplupbghbf Gomp ghpny (italique) ynju pldwgby: Uju
thwunwpnugpp wlhbpfhih JYugniphil $pb k op gnyg Yny wwag Snfp Bupng
wpbibibwl quisnbbpoul ¢ty wypbiny qdpugnniphilp nibbgny fphu-
unlbuy dognynipglbpny hhlgunp be wn hwwwpul [!mlhl""ihﬂ n; Gwjwli-
abih be wpguhunb)h apoiphlip:

Suphyg, 8nilpu 1992 U L8LEPLUY
(Ml Hpan- Snfplop)

(1) Cf, Blue Book, Turkey n® 16(1877), pp. 16-36,
(2YBIAIN, SIMSIR, British Documents on Ottoman Armesiians, Ankara, 1963, vol. 1 pp: 5470,
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UuSLhUSP ZPRIUSNUP UL 26SULPRIULLY
JUU8NrErrYYELE ULPERUSULUBULUSU LD
FURULAVE MY UBURY L. M HUPNRY

No. 13.
Consul Tavlor to the Earl of Clarendon.— (Received April 16.)
Erzeroom, March 19, 1869.
My Lord,

1 HAVE the honor to inclose a report forming Inclosures Nos. | and
2 to this despatch.

The items of information it contains are the results of information
and statistics | collected during the tour | made last year, as also of my ex-
perience of the country and people, after a six years' residence and after
traversing it on horseback in every direction.

The commercial data I reserve for my report on the trade of 1868.

I have, &c.
(Signed)  J. G. TAYLOR

Inclosure in NO. 13.

Report on the Social and Political Condition
of the Consulate for Koordistan.

THE object of my journey in the summer and autumn of last year
was 1o visit the northern districts of this Consulate contained in the Erze-
room Vilayet, more particularly that part of the country about the Russian
and Persian frontier between Ardahan, Kars, Bayezid, and Van.

The route | pursued from Diarbekr led first through the rich grain
district of Sileywan‘", and then 1o Nerjek, the seat of the Mudir of the hilly
Kulp canton; from whence, by a difficult mountain pass of twelve hours,
I reached the Moosh Plain and town of the same name.

Diarbekr Vilayet.— Although Sileywan is one of the richest and most
prolific grain-producing districts in the Diarbekr Vilayet, or even in Tur-
key, it was suffering, in spite of two abundant harvests ensuing the disap-

pearance of locusts that had previously ravaged it for five years — from
the intolerable measures pursued by the Government to collect the tithes.
Each village was compelled to accept the tithes or grains, fruits, and cotton
at a money value based upon winter and spring prices, although the former
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amounted to 11. Ts. 3d. a quarter, while the season’s wheat barely realized
90 piastres, or 16s, for the same measure. Thus, the villagers of Aslo, near
Farkeyn', had to borrow 30.000 piastres at 2 1/2 per cent. per month, to
make up the deficiency the Government agents forced upon them,— the
whole of their produce, meanwhile, realizing only 22,000 piastres; and Far-
keyn, the capital of the district, with a yield two years ago of only 14.700
piastres, had to pay 24.000 piastres; while this year again they have only
11.000 piastres worth of produce to discharge the Government claim for
tithes of 20.000 piastres. Three years ago, with wheat at 250 piastres (2l.
Ss. Sd) per quarter, the whole amount of tithe realized from this district
was 4 lacs (4,0001. Turkish). This year, with wheat at 90 piastres (16s.), it
amounted, under the extortionate system of collection practised to 7 lacs
(7,0001. Turkish); during the same period, however, of 106 villages then
existing, 76 only now remain; and in each one of the latter, five or six chifts
or small farms are entirely deserted,

It will be sufficient for my purpose to cite the aboye cases only in
illustration of the means employed to keep up the local revenues ostensibly
up to the usual mark, and the inevitable consequences that must ensue, but
1 might multiply them at pleasure, for the whole of the vilayet labours under
the same evil and the same falling off in agriculture and depreciation of real
property is to be met with throughout its extensive limits. The fellahs™ —
Moslems and Christians — thus thrown out of employ, emigrate to conti-
guous provinces, where at least they are, from the fact of their not being
enrolled in the district books, free from the onerous burdens of poll-tax and
conscription. In the meantime, although their lands remain fallow, the absen-
tee’s quota of direct taxes is added to the already heavy obligations of those
who remain. Taxation thus increases, while population and capital decrease.

Such emigrations, or rather shiftings of locale from one province to
another; the vicious system of tithe-farming, or rather of forcible saddling
the acceptance of the tithes on the villagers at unheard-of prices; and a general
addition to all the taxes, had the effect of bringing up in March, 1868, the
debt due by the Diarbekr Province (or farmers of its revenue to the Trea-
sury) to the enormous sum of 340 lacs of piastres (309,0001), against a nomi-
nal yearly net income of 150.0001. ' '

The new Vaii, Ismail Pasha, who also bears the appropriate name
of Koort, or Wolf Pasha, exerted himself vigorously to recover a portion
at least of this vast sum, and succeeded, by means incredible in our age,
in wringing some 40.0001. from real or imaginary debtors. I use the latter
term also, as, in the case of the Mardin Protestants, reported to Her
Majesty’s Embassy, any false charges, suggested by jealousy, religious info-
lerance, or revenge, was, if it invoived a debt to Government, at once
seized upon by the Vali.

It must be confessed his conduct was impartial, as Mosiems and Chris-
tians, rich and poor, were equally the objects of his attacks and victims of
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an unheard-of treatment to compel prompt discharge of real or fictitious
obligations. Moolas, aged men, and Council members, were made o trans-
port heavy loads on their backs in a burning sun, from one place to ano-
ther, for no other purpose than by such torture to accelerate payment, their
steps being unnaturally quickened by frequent blows from the muskets of
the brutal soldiery appointed to superintend their unaccustomed labour. Mar-
ried Christian women, Protestants, were dragged by night, in the absence

‘of their husbands, from the harems, and stripped of their gold ornaments;
while several of the aged male members of the same creed were so severely
injured by the treatment they were subjected to, as to be confined to their
beds for months.

A system of government allowing such practices, however much it
may for the time intimidate defaulters, evil-doers, hordes of Koordish thie-
ves, and temporarily relieve the Treasury, can in the end result in nothing
but the depreciation of revenue, and effectually prevent any improvement
in the present wreiched condition of the Diarbekr Vilayet.

The barefaced corruption that characterized the ex-Vali's, Mustafa
Pasha, three years of government, and the gross acts of injustice he was
guilty of in consequence, gave rise, subsequent to his removal, to just and
numerous complaints, that induced the Porte to send Special Commissio-
ners — one Christian and one Mosiem — to Diarbekr to inquire into their
truth. But, although the charges imputed to him are well known to mem-
bers of all classes in the vilayet, the gentlemen alluded to could not make
up their minds as to the ex-Vali’s participation in them or not, and, while
thus to some extent exonerating him, caused the chief accuser — a certain
Moosa Pasha, a Crim Tartar — to be thrown into prison for an alleged debt
due to Government.

Such a procedure, while it inclines people to believe embezziement
and corruption are sanctioned in high quarters, effectually stops the mouths
of all persons willing and capable of assisting the authorities to check simi-
lar nefarious practices, and must tend to perpetuate a continuation of those
evils which are the ruin of the Empire.

Erzeroom Vilayet.— Moosh Muttasurruflik®.— The Mutasurruflik
of Moosh contains the four Kaimakamliks of Bitlis, Malazgerd, Ikhlat?,
and Boolanik. The former, from being mountainous, has little arable land,
deriving, therefore, its cereals from Van and the two latter districts; but it
abounds in other vegetable products, particularly madder and walnuts, from
which latter oil is expressed in considerable quantities, which is used for
dyeing,

Bitlis, with a total population of 4,000 families, of which 1,500 are
Christians, is a town of great commercial and military importance, as bcfns
on the direct road between Bagdad and the Black Sea, and as commanding
the pass leading from the hilly country of Armenia to the plains of Meso-
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Hassanlee and Milanlee, the northern portions about Boolanik and
Malazgerd.

The Kochers"” and Koords are under very imperfect subjection, and
it is only by satisfying all demands, however outrageous, that the Christian
agriculturists can maintain their position. One unbearable custom, that of
Kishlak, has done more than anything else to contribute to their present
paucity and decay. That custom, originating some years ago in the weak-
ness of the Government and growing power of the Koords, enabled the lat-
ter to exercise the extraordinary right of quartering themselves and flocks
during winter in and about the Christian villages, entailing upon the inha-
bitants large expenses, not only for fodder for their animals, but also food
and fuel for themselves, during at least four months.

Repeated complaints to Government have done little to remedy this
evil, and, consequently, to escape the intolerable burden, 750 families have,
within the last six years, emigrated to Russia, while 500 more have this year
sent representatives to Erivan to negotiate a similar step. The few peasanis
still unwilling, from old associations and attachment to the soil, to remove,
in order to get rid at least of part of the great expense the Kishlak custom
enlails upon them, have entirely abandoned the culture of any other grain
than wheat, as all others being in some form or other useful as food for
cattle, their stocks would certainly be laid under heavy contributions by the
Koords for that purpose. But the Koords do not confine themselves simply
to plunder. The slightest complaint to Government on the part of the Chris-
tians against them is followed by night attacks or open assaults in the day
upon them. In this manner, during the last year, no less than ten have been
killed and forty wounded, because they — the Christians — had the teme-
rity to complain to the authorities of the oppression they suffered at the
hands of the Koords.

These marauders are aided and abetted by a society of so-called holy
men, styled Sheiks, living in the Boolanik district of Moosh. They preach
their conduct to be lawful, and even meritorious, when practised against
Giaours™. The influence of such teaching instigated their mureeds™ or dis-
ciples last autumn to satisfy their fanaticism and avarice at the same time.
They stormed and completely plundered the venerable church and convent
— dating from the time of the Illuminator of Surb Ohann, not ten miles
from Moosh itself. In the mélée, two of the higher ecclesiastics were seve-
rely wounded, all the church plate, ornaments and embroidered robes car-
ried off; but the most irreparable loss consisted in the complete destruction
of the valuable MS. library by these miscreants. For these, and other cases
alluded to, no redress has been given, no punishment awarded. Several
Koords and mureeds have indeed been put into prison, and a species of
inquiry instituted; but the venality or partiality of the Moosh Medjliss"?,
and indifference or sympathy of the Mutessarif, assured them from any fur-

ther inconvenience.
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Lately a new Commissioner, Osman Bey, a native of Erzeroum, has
been sent to undertake a fresh inquiry, with a view of bringing the guilty
parties 1o justice, but public opinion places no faith in the native selected
for this purpose, or his desire to institute a searching inguiry. The immu-
nity the Koords seem to enjoy disinclines the Christians from making com-
plaints, or following them up if they do so, for, as stated before, should
they do so and the guilty parties be punished, sooner or later they would,
both in person and property, suffer more, endure infinitely greater calami-
ties than those they originally complained of. It is thus that great crimes
always unpunished, grievous oppressions unredressed, are perpetrated, and
merge into what the Koords and Sheikhs consider, as warranted by custom,
permissible. An active, upright Governor, really desirous of putting a stop
to such practices, and punishing the criminals, is thus, from the popular
Moslem clamour, unable to hold his post a month, while the time-server
becomes a tool in their hands.

The heavy losses the Christians suffer, by such continuous systema-
tic depredation, are increased by the irregular manner with which the Govern-
ment agents levy tithes. It is the custom, applicable to the whole vilayet,
to offer them for sale to the highest bidder, but no time is specified after
which bids shall cease, therefore as they are hawked for sale over the whole
vilayet, and even submitted for a probably ultimate higher offer at Cons-
tantinople, months elapse before it is really known who is the buyer, during
which time weather and vermin have either materially diminished or greatly
deteriorated the produce. This year a still greater hardhsip bore upon the
fellahs. From the delay in settling who had really become the farmer of the
grass lithes, it was only in mid-winter they were demanded, when, from ori-
ginal short crops, length and severity of the season, and consequently an
unusually enhanced consumption, there was not enough fodder left to satisfy
the Government demands in kind. The fellah had therefore to give current
prices in lieu, a sum more than four times the value of the tithes, had they
been taken in autumn,

Tobacco, amongst the most valuable productiions of the Moosh dis-
trict, contributing formerly some ten lacs of piastres (9,0001.) to the local
revenue, has, since the institution of the monopoly tax, been so crippled
in its culture as to yield now only a crop of 20,000 maunds, against 40,000
ten years ago — the revenue on this article, not including tithe, for the whole
vilayet during 1868 being under 3,0001. A still further diminution in its cul-
ture arises from the fact that it has become the custom to assess the tithe
on green crops, without waiting till they were ready for cutting, and that
instead, as heretofore, taking the seller’s bond for monopoly tax at four
‘months, it is now exacted on the spot. As the greater part of the tobocco
is exported to Russia, a serious delay and loss of interest arises between the

‘ ‘.".‘Mmiﬂfﬂiion‘qffhedmwback, unfavourable to the merchant and
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Being compelled to visit Erzeroom 30 hours {90 miles) from Moosh,
instead of pursuing my original intention of following the route by Van,
Kars, and Tchyldir to that town, I proceeded direct to it.

At the village of Arros, near Khunnus, 18 hours from Erzeroom, 1
was a witness 10 the strong Russian feelings pervading most of the Arme-
nian peasantry. In the evening, a large party of the villagers, headed by their
priest and Kehya (chief man), collected round my tent and began at once
a recital of real and imaginary wrongs they were subjected to by the Turks
and Koords. The priest, a native of Etchmiadzin, in Russia, was their spo-
kesman, and mistaking me for the Russian Consul, openly declared that he
and all his flock were anxious at once to become loyal subjects of the Czar,
and ready to do his bidding in the event of any future war.

The conversation, which treated entirely on these subjects and sedi-
tion, lasted, with but few interruptions from me, amidst the applause of
the ignorant Boors"", for more than an hour. I stopped it at length by
telling them I was an Englishman, at the same time warning them not to
indulge in such indiscreet language, betraying ideas more likely to do them
harm than good. | was sorry to hear, during the course of conversation,
that an influential Koord Chief, a certain Kassan® Agha, of Giok Su,
more to the north, indulged in the same feelings.

From Erzeroom I made the round back again to it by the districts
of Tchyldir, Kars, Bayezid, Van, and Bitlis. The northern limits of the
Tchyldir, as well as of the Kars and Bayezid Governments, ar¢ bounded
by the Russian-Caucasian provinces and Russian Armenia, while the eas-
tern portion of that of Van touches upon Persia.

Tchyldir Muttasurruflik.— The road following the foot of the moun-
tains from Erzeroom to Olti, the capital of the Tchyldir Muttasurruflik, is
for the most part a gentle descent the whole way, along a good nartural car-
riageable thoroughfare; that, however, in spring and early summer is cut
up by brooks and torrents. The town, from its low position, numerous water-
courses, and masses of gardens, is unhealthy in the summer and autumn,
but the rest of the year delightful, the winters being far more temperate than
at Erzeroom.

The Tchoruk Su™ and its tributaries the Olti and Pennek streams
water the western portion of the district; numerous rills, forming the head
of the Koor, the northern.

Excepting the Olti and Pennek™ plains, which lie very low, and the
flat country about Ardahan, Poskow, and Shoshat, near the Russian fron-
tier, this district is characterized by wooded mountains, everywhere tra-
versed by the carts of the country, covered with extremely rich, luxuriant
pasture and level highlands; the latter, from their altitude, producing no
other crops than barley. But in the former wheat, millet, honey, and butter
are extensively produced, while at Shoshat the culture of tobacco is largely
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pursued. Near Olti is a mine of lignite, not used for fuel but worked into
ormements, forming a lucrative branch of export, and at Sivree, near Olti
also, is a mine of good coal, useful for all purposes, though at present
neglected.

Throughout the whole district sheep and horned cattle abound, the
latter being far finer than elsewhere in the vilayet, fetching high prices, par-
ticularly the cows, as they give abundant supplies of rich milk twice a day.
During the past year 10,000 head of cattle and sheep were disposed of to
foreign purchasers for the capital, Aleppo, and Damascus, and a consi-
derable quantity of corn and butter exported to Akhkhalsik and Akherkel-
lek!" in Russia.

Considering the scantiness of the population, want for roads, and
comparative absence of proper inducement, this province shows great agri-
cultural activity, although cultivation is very limited and money returns small
in proportion to what they ought to be, were there suitable means of con-
veyance to Batoom or other parts of the coast, by which grain and cattle
export would be facilitated. For the present a beginning might be made by
constructing a highway to the nearest point where the Tchoruk first beco-
mes navigeable for boats, namely, to Livanch, twenty-four hours (seventy-
two miles) from Olti. This work could be easily and expeditiously finished
for as far as Ardanutsch"®, forty-eight miles; a good araba (native cart)
road exists already. At present 150,000 quarters of grain are raised in this
district, giving, after the wants of the inhabitants are supplied, 50,000 quar-
ters available for export.

The Muttasurruflik consists of the three Kaimakamliks of Olti, Orda-

han''"", and Ardanutsch, collectively, containing a population of 64,000
souls, namely :—

Souls

Circassians and Georgians 7.200
Terrek Imam 13,500
Koords 26,000
Armenians 2,000
Total 48,700

The rest are Turks. In the town of Olti itself, and in some of the
villages near the frontier, there are several Moslem families, who emigrated
from Akhkhalsik after its occupation by the Russians. Their numbers were
originally greater, but by degrees they have been and are returning to their
friends in Russia.

A few squadrons of Russian cavarly with ten guns, in all 10,000 men,
were detached from the brigade encamped on the Gola plain during the late
Wﬂwdmz :f:ﬂdqusdmnddanbk Turkish force near Géla, and
routing Pennek, advanced to Duzla, within six miles Olti, where
they remained some time. d

All the inhabitants whom I conversed with, while complaining loudly
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of the tyrannical conduct and unceasing requisitions of the Turkish offi-
cers, who invariably defrauded them of payment, spoke highly of the treat-
ment they experienced from the enemy, alluding particularly to the great
profits they derived by supplying their commissariat. Their eulogies render
it probable they would hardly regard the national calamity of another Rus-
sian war with their country in that light.

Kars Muttasurruflik.— The direct road to Kars, joining the Olti,
Ardahan, and Akhkhalsik road, an important strategical position, and as
such occupied by the Russians, as shows above, is only eighteen hours (fifty-
four miles) from Olti. I however took the round by Ardahan over the Kau-
lee Dagh, and by the Tchyldir Lake to that town, to get a better idea, than
I otherwise could, of the people and country,

The Kars Muttasurruflik, with the exception of the high Soghanlee
Dagh, is a succession of extremely fertile plains, mostly level, although
towards the Arras and Kaghizman rather hilly and undulating, but still very
productive, owing to the abundant water supply. Horned cattle and sheep
are abundant and cheap, the exports amounting to 30,000 head annuaily.
Wheat, barley, linseed, and hay are the principal agricultural products, and
during the course of my numerous travels I have rarely seen anywhere else
in Turkey more exuberant crops. The export of wheat to Gumri in Russia
seems a steady, though stationary, trade, 30,000 chevvets being sent there
every year, as also 40,000 maunds of clarified butter. At the same time, all
the building timber used by the Russians at that place for houses and forti-
Jications has been and is still supplied them from the Soghaniee Dagh. The
same mountain furnishes Erzeroom and the villages in this district with tim-
ber and fuel from its valuable forests, but as there is no kind of conser-
vancy practised, all species of wood are becoming dearer every year. It is
Jelled indiscriminately, without regard to size or condition, and fire is often
used to ease the labours of the woodman.

U’ some kind of supervision is not, therefore, exercised, there is every
Iikelihood of Erzeroom being entirely deprived of such necessary materials
at no distant date, a calamity I have often brought to the notice of the autho-
rities as likely to occur. To give some idea of the extreme prices paid even
now, in consequence of the scarcity and necessarily yearly increasing dis-
tance beiween this town and points of supply, I may mention it cost me
during the winter months only 1501. for the necessary firing.

The Kars fortifications are being rapidly pushed on to completion,
2,000 men being constantly employed upon them during the summer months.
Of these 1,500 are paid workmen and 500 volunteers from the town. The
engineers say that in September the works will be so far advanced as to be
available and efficient in case of an attack, but that another two years will
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be required to finish them entirely, together with the necessary barracks,
store-rooms, hospital and magazines.

The construction of those works there, excepting amongst the Kars-
lees’'™, who have (wice felt their want, has caused some discontent, as,
although nominally paid 5 piastres (about 10d.) a-day, the labourer scarcely
receives 2 1/2 piastres, their wages being reckoned by piece-work, taking them
generally two days instead of one to complete. Their numbers too are recrui-
ted by force, the most distant districts, far removed from the frontier, being
required to furnish their quota, who have first to reach the scene of their
labours on foot before their pay commences. Such is the dislike to the ser-
vice that people impressed procure substitutes, paying them, during the five
months they are obliged to work, 5 piastres a-day, in addition to the Govern-
ment rate, from their own pockets, commencing from the date of depar-
ture from their village.

The town thirty-six hours from Erzeroom has a population of 2,000
houses — 200 Christian, the rest Moslem — the most loyal in Turkey, as
fully proved during the late war and their present sacrifices of time, money,
and labour for the fortifications.

The Muttasurruflik consists of the three Kaimakamliks of Zerow-
shat, Shuragel, and Akbaba, containing among them a population of 51,700
souls, namely:—

Souls

Terrek Imam 12,900
Koords, in tents 11,100
Turks: 23,200
Christians 4500
Toral 51,700

The Koords belong to the Zelanlee, Kizkanlee, Sippikee, and Jana-
danlee tribes. Of the first 600 families are in Turkey, and 4,000 in Russia.
Those who affect Turkish allegiance all reside close to the border, between

:_\ni an!d Bayezid, none of them being farther than twenty to thirty miles
rom it.

1t was dispiriting, on my onward route to Kaghizman through Shu-
ragel, the ancient Shiraj"%, formerly the richest and most populous district
in Amugia, 1o pass to so many spots marking the sites of towns and villa-
8es, some of them orly recently deserted, but now encumbered with their
ruins or the mean huts of the indigent population that remained. On many
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of these deserted sites the massive fabrics of early Armenian churches had
successfully resisted the ravages of time and the efforts of man, urged by
an implacable hostility to everything Christian, to destroy them. Round seve-
ral, in spite of decreasig numbers, poverty, and oppression, the Armenians
stifl cling with affectionate pertinacity, dragging on an existence, as well as
they are able, under the tolerance of the Turkish Aghas or Beys who, either
as the descendants of the Timariols™ or in consequence of the poverty of
former owners, have in the course of time dispossessed the Christians of the
lands and villages about. But the Aghas, though deriving their income from
the industry of the Christian fellahs, are unable to protect them or their crops
from the rapacity of the Koords, the causes of most of the distress the Arme-

nians labour under. It is hardly possible to enurnerate the different methods
they pursue o satisfy their wanis at the expense of the peaceable sedentary
agricultural classes. They are, however, without reckoning forced contri-

butions and «corvéer, so various and onerous as to curiail agriculture and
stifle industry, reducing both to the smallest minimum compatible with exis-

tence. Thus, they have been driven from most of their ancestral lands by
the increasing numbers and unpunished licence of the Koords; the crops on

lands still in their hands are, when yet green, partially grazed by the flocks
of the intruders, who, after whai remains is ripened and cut, will not allow
the owners o re-sow for autumn crops, as af that time, on their return from

the hills, they turn their flocks into the after-grass that then springs up.

An original course a Koord adopts is to extract one of his teeth, and
then purposely engage in a quarrel with a Christian, during which blows
are of course exchanged. The Koord then makes a complaint to his Chief,
producing the extracted tooth in evidence, which he swears was knocked
out by the Christian during the quarrel. The Chief inflicts in every case,
unless he is bribed by the Christian, a fine in money, varying with the re-
puted wealth of the falmy-acr;uud aggressor, who has no remedy whatever
against his accuser. The «piéce de conviction,» that is, the old tooth, never
in any case being impounded, serves for many similar charges, and is some-
times lent to a friend for the like purpose. This custom is so common that
a provincial proverb says «A Koord carries his teeth in his pocket.»

From the depredations of the Koords comparatively little grain is rai-
sed in the district of Kaghizman, supplies being brought from Shuragel. The
same causes operale against the culture of cotton and tobacco, while the
system prevalent in the Muttasurruflik of compelling the delivery of tithe-
hay in Kars itself, instead of taking it on the spot, presses particularly heavy
upon the fellah, The fruit gardens in the immediate vicinity of Kaghizman
are extensive, yielding 300i. sterling annually in tithe, an earnest of what
might be expected were labour free from the trammels aiready noticed. The
town contains 700 Moslem and 150 Christian houses, who originally, owing
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to their vicinity to the Russian frontier, and consequent exposure 1o the
attacks and requisitions of the enemy in time of war, were exemp! from cons-
cription and poll-tax. They are now, however, in common with all borde-
rers, subject to these impositions, which has created considerable ill-feeling
amongst them against the Government.

Bayezid Mutiasurruflik.— Crossing the steep grassy heights of the
Danir Kapoo® Mountain, 1 descended into the Alashgerd plain 1o Kara
Keleesa, and then followed the Murad Su™, or Eastern Euphrates, to Utch
Keleesa and Diadeen, in the Muttasurriflik of Bayezid.

The fine Alashgerd plain is in the Toprak Kalla Kuzzaa™, thirt -
six hours from Erzeroom. The majority of the inhabitants are Koords of
the Chookoor, Zeelanlee, Jelalee, and Knal Hassananlee tribes. The plain
is intersected by numerous brooks and deep water-courses that, as was the
case this year, sometimes flood the fields, rendering them marshy and unfit
for cultivation. These ducts at all times afford an abundant irrigating power,
but little advantage is now taken of it, in consequence of the decrease in
the real agricultural class — the Armenians — from the intolerable conduct
of the Koords. They belong here principally to the Zeelanlee, who recognize
as their Chief a certain Mehemed Pasha Surmelee, now at Constantinople;
but his presence at the capital, instead of deterring, rather encourages his
sons to practise the same injustice that rendered their father so disgrace-
fully notorious while here.

Although the harvest was most abundant the villagers were down-
cast, as, from the heavy yields, best wheat was quoted at the nominal price
of 150 piastres (1. 7s. 3d.) per quarter; Government at the same time deman-
ded the tithe in money, instead of in kind. It was the same with grass. On
account of its abundance kind was refused; the tax-gatherers insisting upon
a money assessment of 60 piastres (10s. 10d.) per cart-load, ordinarily sold
at 65. In addition, the collective inhabitants of the plain, which is destitute
of wood, were called upon to provide 5,000 poles for the telegraph between
Van and Bayezid, and deliver them, eighty miles off, for 40 piastres (7s.
31ad.) each. As only fifteen miles of road remained uncompleted, this large
de¢mand on them solely was a palpable injustice; and indeed, as reported,
the fl_lllﬂ_fi&li. or their proceeds, were mostly appropriated by local functio-
naries, principally members of the Bayezid and its subordinate Councils.

During the late war, natives of the plain supplied Government with
12,0001. sterling worth of grain, for which till this day they have never been
paid. The same thing happened to others in this and the Diarbekr Vilayets.
The money was in every instance debited to the Treasury, but never rea-
ched its proper creditors. it is easy to foretell the effect of such embezzel-
ment on the people in the event of another war.
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The Muttasurruflik has two Kaimakamliks, containing —

Souls

Turks 28,000

Christians 8,000

Koords 40,000

Terrek Imam 2,500

Bayezid town

Turks 2,400
‘Christians 1,200

1,600

Total 82.100

The Koords, taking all the districts into consideration, belong to the
Zeelanlee, Jelalee, Sipikee, Tchukoorlee®™, Adamanlee, Mamakanlee, and
Haideranlee, all more or less under the influnce of Mehemed Pasha Surme-
lee and his family.

In the new plan for the frontier fortifications Bayezid is left out enti-
rely; as also the entrenched position, twenty-seven miles from it, in the small
plain of Utch Keleesa, that was occupied by a Turkish force during the late
war. But it is contemplated to erect strong works near Kara Keleesa, twenty
miles south-west of the latter, and forty-two hours (126 miles) from Erze-
room, in the fruitful Alashgerd plain.

Van Muttasurruflik.— Leaving Diadeen, | crossed the mountain cal-
led Alla Dagh, peopled by the Adamanlee Koords, to Begir Kalla — the
ancient Pergri of the Armenians — in the Muttasurruflik of Van, and from
thence through its vast plain and along the eastern shore of the lake rea-
ched the latter town. The road, though mountainous as far as Begir, could
casily be traversed by carts, the ascents and descents being gradual and casy,
over a fine breadth of way. The country, however, is deserted, excepting
by the roaming pastorals,— there being only one village between it and
Diadeen.

On descending the heights of the Alla Dagh and entering the Begir
and Van plains, the contrast between the bare mountains and country from
Kars, thus far entirely destitute of anything like wood, is very pleasing. For
here every village is embedded in gardens; while the town of Van itself, built
on the shores of the beautiful blue lake, stands at one end of a real forest
of orchards, in cach of which are the elegant and commodious summer-
houses of the natives.

Although the country immediately about is not, from the poorness
of its soil and want of water, favourable to cereals, most of the neigh-
bouring districts are highly productive in all sorts of grain and cattle, which,
combined with the important manufacturing industry of the town, form
lucrative sources of trade. These and other varied productions and trades
of the whole Muttasurrufiik, find a ready market at Van, and have rende-
red the city, containing 18,000 souls, of which 10,000 are Armenian, a highly
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important commercial site. Its merchants, nearly all Christians, are nume-
rous and wealthy, resorting annually to Constantinople for the furtherance
of their operations. Poverty at the same time is reduced to a minimum, as
the surplus population emigrate yearly to the capital, where they are uni-
versaily employed as porters.

The inhabitants of the surrounding country, from the richness of the
soil, would undoubtedly make equal strides of prosperity and wealth were
they not so completely under the absolute power of the Koords, who here,
as elsewhere, either render every place in their vicinity a desert, or by their
rapacity and requisitions effectually check all industry. The mischievous pian
of employing local Turks or Koords in sub-Governments or other district
employments, the temporizing measures the Government has for the last
thirty years unfortunately pursued with respect to them, has inclined them
to believe no power can reach them, and tended to increase their license,
and render practices permanent that formerly were exercised at rare inter-
vals only. Hence it arises that, not only tthe Haideranlee and Jelalee inha-
biting the country about and to the north and north-west of Van, are in
a chronic state of turbulence, but the Hakkaree also, a mountainous dis-
trict south of Van, is in absolute insubordination. Government orders remain
dead letters there; il is the Alsatia for all the brigands and miscreants in
the land. Murder, robbery, and brigandage are every-day crimes, and when
practised against the Christians receive the sanction and support of the so-
called holy men, styled Sheikhs, who infest that country, and who, in fact,
are as forward as the Koords in every act that fanaticism or avarice can dic-
tate. The principal sufferers, although sedentary agricultural Turks must
be included in the category, are the Nestorians, Armenians and Jews.

Within the last two years several have been murdered, others plun-
dered of their property, forced to become Moslems, or emigrate for safety
:::u m ':’:;‘;m"s h;rht; szrte period seven Christian churches have been
destroyed, more t man beings killed, virgins and married women
abducted, whole villages devastated and plundered, without (in spite of repea-
ted orders from Constantinople) the slightest notice on the part of the Van
and subordinate authorities, or an attempt being made by them to check
proceedings that promised ultimately to drive all peaceable people over the
borders into Persia and Russia. The chief instigators, Sheikh Obeyd Ullah
of Kataona and his mureeds (disciples) in the mean time enjoy the favour
of the Kaimakams and Mudirs, and the former the adoration of ignorant
mgﬁm instruments of his will), as they regard him as little short of

_ The Koords inhabiting the Hakkaree, all incorrigible thieves 2
{ribes emigrate during winter to the south, and also to Persia. It is during
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independent of the Erzeroom Vali. From iis position with respect io Persia,
the unsettled state of the Koordish tribes inhabiting it, and the exceptional
state of things in the Hakkaree, its proper administration is most difficult.
While the whole of its eastern frontier is bounded by Persia, the population
immediately on or about the border on both sides are Koords of the Jelalee
and Haideranilee, This mixed nationality of one family, and the still un-
settled state of the frontier near Kazee G6l, cause interminable disputes bet-
ween the two Governments of Persia and Turkey. The Koords being equally
at home in one country as the other, cross the border whenever they feel
inclined, or it suits their purpose either for business or to evade proper
punishment due to crimes commitied in one or the other country. All
attempts to levy taxes, enforce conscription, and arrest offenders are thwar-
ted by a hasty migration to Persia or Turkey, as the case may be. The mili-
tary cordon stationed along the line that ought, if efficiently organized, to
assist Government in enforcing order and obedience, is totally useless for
either, while the jealousies and quarrels invariably existing between the civil
and military authorities, thwart any well devised action of the former.

The Military Commission for Fortifications, sitting at Erzeroom, pro-
poses 1o repair the old Turkish castle on the rock of Semiramis, so as to
convert it into a strong military work. Its position is important, particu-
larly with respect to Persia, while, as situated in the centre of the Koord
country, af a point where the high roads leading from Bayezid through the
Hakkaree mountains to Mosul on one side and to Bitlis and Diarbekr on
the other meet, if is an advantageous spot from whence to act against an
enemy, seeking by the aid of the Koords or other disaffected people, 1o pe-
netrate into the interior towards the south.

From Van, following the southern shores of the lake over a good
though hilly road at times I reached Bitlis, already noticed, and from thence
by the western side of the Van lake Ikhlat, situated on its shore.

Ikhlat.— The miserable hovels of the new town are built out of and
amongst the splendid ruins of the old Armenian city of Klat. Gardens and
ploughed lands occupy the extensive site of this once magnificent place. In
the whole of the Erzeroom Vilayet I know no other spot so favourably situa-
ted for trade and agriculture, or for a military position from whence the
Koords about Bayezid, Malazgerd, Boolanik, and Tchookoor, near Moosh,
could be coerced and kept in due subjection, so as to allow peaceable sub-
Jects proper facilities to develop their industry and the producing qualities
of the extensive lands, now deserted, in its vicinity.

~ The system of agriculture practised is more careful than anywhere
else in my district, and the returns both in quality and quantity, consequently
exceed in proportion all other localities in thz vilayet. But here again,
although only fifty miles from Erzeroom, the Koordish element is para-
mount, and its effects, as everywhere else where it exists, blighting. The
Koords belong to the Fassananlee and Millikanlee tribes living in the vici-
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nity of Akhlat, Boolanik, and Malazgerd, under the chieftainship of Soofie
Agha, Khaznadar, and Eeseh Oghli. The depredations of their dependants
encouraged by, and proceeds shared in by them, are manifest all around.
Deserted villages, ruined churches, crumbling mosques, abandoned fields
meet the eve everywhere. The ruthless conduct of these ruffians, rendered
balder by the feebleness of the Executive, has rendered what ought to be
a paradise a desert. People who formerly possessed thirty to forty buffa-
loes, besides sheep and cows, at the same time working ten ploughs, are
now begging their bread; and within the last two years the Christian villa-
ges of Medzk, Kosthiyan, Tapa Vank, Jizroke, Khulleek, Jogkey and Sivra-
tore have been utterly abandoned by the Armenians, owing to the depreda-
tions of the people mentioned above. Paying scarcely anything to Govern-
ment, and receiving hard coin from Damascus and Egyptian dealers for their
sheep, they are now the only moneyed class; all the surplus cash of the pro-
vincial villagers has by degrees come into their hands. They are in conse-
quence the usurers of the country. There is hardly one Christian not indeb-
ted to them for sums it will be impossible for him to pay without sacrificing
his all. The interest paid to the Koords is between 3 and 4 per cent. per month,
with the additiona! obligation of keeping a cow for the lender during the
winter months for every 1,000 piastres so advanced, or paying 100 piastres
in lieu. The inhabitants still remaining in the few villages existing are there-
fore entirely at their mercy and dependant upon their forbearance for exis-
tence. A few of the wealthier Christians, whose position with respect to
Government or means enable them to hold on to their estates — if they do
not from their influence — suffer openly, constantly sustain serious damage
and loss from their secret malice. Their hay and corn ricks are burnt at night
or their outstanding crops devoured by the Koord's sheep. It is the aim and
policy of those people to drive the industrious population out of the country,
or by their system of usury to reduce them to the level of serfs, as then they
think they will be able to secure the pasture grounds still remaining to them,
and take possession of their fields, for lands forsaken during a certain term
lapse to the State, which grants new titles on the payment of small sums
for purchase and fees.

The Koords will thus, by a legal process, become the owners of lands
their unceasing persecution has robbed from the real owners, at the expense
ultimately of the State, which must suffer in consequence of the substitu-
tion of a mixed agricultural, pastoral ownership for one of purely seden-
tary agriculturists. Turks here, equally with Christians, suffer from similar
causes, and their complaints were even louder than those of the Christians.

From Ikhlat I reached Erzeroom, via Boolarick™, already noticed,
and Khunnus. ‘

On my way I stopped at the miserable village of Pirran, on the Boo-
lanik Lake, containing only fourteen houses, or rather hovels, although a
Jew years back it had a population of 500 souls, owning amongst them more
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than 1,000 head of horned cattle; now I had the greatest difficulty in ob
taining the necessary milk for tea.

The evening before, a Koord in the service of the Boolanik Kaima-
kam, a notorious character, only lately released from prison, aided by six
other miscreants of his tribe, the Hassananlee, had broken into the house
of the village priest, and after becting him and his son so as to leave them
half dead, abductecd the young bride of the latter. She was recovered some
ten days after, and delivered up to her friends, but in a most pitiable state.
It proves the abject terror the Koords have drilled into the Christians by
the system they pursue towards them, that, although this assault and abduc-
tion took place at an early hour, and the villagers heard the cries of the vic-
tims, none of them ventured to their rescue.

The districts I have been treating of, that is, the Vilayets of Erze-
room and Diarbekr, are comprised in an area of five degrees of latitude and
the same of longitude.

It is scarcely necessary to allude to the geographical features of this
extensive tract. They have been described in former reports, and are other-
wise too well known to call for any more detailed accounts here. It will be
sufficient then to state that, generally speaking, the country is crossed by
high mountain ridges, running from south-west to north-east, throwing off
rectangular spurs, inclosing between them vast and fertile plains, watered
by large or smaller streams, all rising in the snowy heights of Armenia. The
most famous rivers are the Tigris, Euphrates, Arsanius®, Cyrus, Araxes,
Harpasus®", Acampsis®™, Halys™ and Lycus® — known at present
omong the natives as the Dijleh, Kara Su, Murad Su, and after its junction
with the former as the Frat,— Koor, Arras, Arpa Chai, Tchoruk Su, Kizzil
irmak, and Kalkyt Su. Every variety of temperature and climate exists in
those regions, from excessive cold to burning heat; the natural vegetabie
products and cereals being also as various as the ranges of temperature, or
pasitions where they grow. ' )

With the exception of a few mountain passes, the natural fracks exis-
ting everywhere are easily traversable by caravans, while a little outlay, con-
sidering the solid benefits that would certainly ensue, would render them
serviceable for other means of transport and conveyance that would ma-
terially develop the trade and other resources of this rich country.

The races inhabiting these countries, amounting to 2,314,200 souls,
show in thur origin and creeds the same diversity as exhibited in the featu-
res, climate, and natural productions of their present home. They are divi-
ded as follows:—
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Erzeroom,  Diarbekr.  Kharpoot.

Turks 272,500 30,000 140,000
Koords 357,000 391,000 100,000
Christians 411,000 108,000 130,000
Jews 1,200 1,000 Nil.
Yezids 2,000 8,000 Nil.
Kizzilbash 158,000 12,500 30,000
Terrek Imam 29,000 Nil. Nil.
Arabs Nil. 118,000 Nil.
Tchetchens: Nil. 15,000 Nil
Total 1,230,700 683,500 400,000

The four principal races, the Turks, Koords, Christians, and Kizzil-
bash in this Consulate respectively number:—

Turks 442,500
Koords 848,000
Christians 649,000
Kizzilbash 200,500

It will thus be seen in the Erzeroom Vilayet that while the Christians
exceed the Koords, and the latter the Turks, they surpass the former also
in numbers in the Diyarbekr Vilayet. Each of these classes are capable of
numerous subdivisions, the result of immigration from the southern Turkish
provinces, different origin, dogma, and pursuits, which have stamped them
with unmistakeable peculiarities of different people, although subject to one
Government, and mhabumg for so many centuries the same countries,

It may be useful to give a short account of those sections, to show
how far, in consequence of their present feelings towards the Government,
they might be disposed to favour or resist Russian intrigues in this quarter;
for I believe that, which personal observation has demonstrated, a large and
influential party of nearly all classes and creeds, if not openly, secretly incline
to Russia,

With regard to the observations respecting Moslem Koords further
on, they must be taken to apply to those living near the border, rather than
to the whole class inhabiting Armenia and Koordistan.

Turks and Osmanlees.— In former times all classes of sedentary Mos-
lems were known under the common name of Turks, but since the decline
of Ottoman power, and abolition, in Sultan Mahmood I1's reign, of that
system under which the great majority of lands, such as timars and ziams,
were held, another class sprung up, known, par excellence, as the Osman-
lee. This title is not to be taken in the same sense as we in Europe invariably
take it, namely, as signifying any sedentary Moslem subject of the Sultan,
for now it is applied to natives of Smyrna, Constantinople, and Roumelia
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only, whose education, mode of life, or contact with civilization, have
imbued them with advanced and enlarged ideas; or to other provincials,
whose long residence at the capital has induced similar feelings, and inspi-
red them with desires of comfort, luxury, and dissipation, for the most part
unknown to and uncared for by the families from whom they sprung.

With the decline of the local Beys and others who held the large timars
and supplied the greater part of the troops in time of war this new class
made its appearance; for its original members being deprived of employ-
ment in the provinces, owing fo want of necessary influence at the capital,
from whence only, in consequence of the exaggerated system of centralisa-
tion prevailing, all appointments issued, resorted thither, and never again,
although steadily amassing wealth and power, visited their native province.

This system of voluntary expatriation is the characteristic of all pro-
vincial placemen in Turkey, and indeed of all others. Their highest ambi-
tion, in the decline of life, is the possession of a yali on the Bosphorus, where
they lose sight of and forget all old provincial friends and relatives, whom,
in fact, they despise.

In consequence of the assiduous court paid by these people to influen-
tial patrons at Constantinople and by other means, most of the higher offi-
ces of the State, and majority of the inferior posts, both in the capital and
provinces, are occupied by the Osmanlees, the Turks being employed only
in a few local subordinate Governments, or as Imams or priests. This spe-
cies of favouritism that threw all Government emoluments into the hands
of a few fo the exclusion of provincials generally has naturally produced
an estrangement amounting to positive dislike between the two sections; for,
while the Osmanlee, puffed up with official importance, looks down upon
the Turk for his exclusiveness and antiquated notions, the latter, actuated
by and recognizing his political importance, detests the former as having
imbibed Frankish and other customs they deem detrimental to their couniry
and religion. Thus the common epithet for a dissipated member of their
set is «Osmanlee»; while the Osmanlees express contempt for a boorish ig-
norant man by calling him a Turk. The Turks, as of old, are reticent, abste-
mious, and fanatica!; while the Osmanlees, having lost most of the charac-
teristics of their race, are chatty, more or less dissipated, and affect infide-
lity. A majority of the members of this latter class, particularly among the
military, led away by the crude writings of the « Mukhbir» and « Hurriyet»,
which, professing liberalism, are, in fact, more ultra-fanatic and conserva-
tive than the whole body of the Ulema, now begin to fancy themselves libe-
rals, but their opinions consist in nothing more than the most empty denun-
ciations of Aalee and Fuad Pashas and expressions of disloyalty towards
the Sultan. It is possible, then, that the Osmanlees, should the opportunity
arise, may, under the name of patriotism, encourage revolution, but the
Turks, blindly submissive to fate, as long as their religion is respected, will
certainly resign themselves to any dominant power for the time being.
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Koords.— The Koords, inhabiting the Erzeroom districts, with the
exception of the Hakkaree, were originally immigrants from the vicinity of
Diarbekr, and there is only one tribe, the Mamakanlee, said to be descen-
ded from the Armenian Mamagonians®”, who are natives of the soil, |
except the town Koords of Bitlis, Van, and other places, all totally distinct
from the great mass of other Koords, who, having merged into Turks, claim
no interests in common with the former. The immigration alluded to was
partly the result of measures pursued by Edrisi — himself a Koord of Bitlis
— to weaken the Koordish element, then even dangerous in the central pro-
vinces. This able Minister of the first Selim divided the Koordish provinces
around Diarbekr, recently acquired by the Sultan from the Persians, into
eight sandjaks, and forced a greater part of the nomade Koords, who then,
as now, preyed to a great extent upon the peaceable agricultural population
and villages, to emeigrate to the southern portions of the Georgian districts,
about Erivan, Azerbijan, and Northern Armenia, which, with other pos-
sessions, fell to the Turks, consequent upon Selim’s victory over Shah Ismaiil
es’Soofee in the plain of Tchalderan.

To utilize the forced emigration, to render it palatable and easy, Edrisi
at the same time assured the Koords perpetual immunity from taxation, con-
ditionally on their acting as militia for the constant protection of the vast
frontier they were located on.

Sultan Murad still further strengthened the Koordish element, by
sending additional families, from the south, to the same districts; at the same
time, he fully guaranteed them the privileges originally granted by Selim.

The gradual progress of Russia to the south, whereby she has now
extended the limit of her Asiatic territory to the banks of the Arras and Har-
pasus, has had the effect of dividing the allegiance of those immigrant tri-
bes, inhabiting the northern parts of this Pashalik; some portions remai-
ning in what is now Russian territory, principally about Erivan and Baye-
zid. In this manner it is that three-fourths of the most considerable Koor-
dish frontier tribes — the Zelanlee and its septs — are at present Russian
subjects; while the remainder retain their original nationality, although, as
Jar as caste customs are concerned, the two sections remain united under
the Chief, sometimes a Turkish, at other times a Russian subject. In the
latter case, he resides for the time being in Turkey; but far from renouncing
his Russian nationality, avails himself of it whenever it suits his purpose.

The nationality of the Chief influences of course his dependants, and I might
with greater propriety class the whole Zelanlee, and their offshoots, as Rus-
sians rather than Turks. The Chiefship of the largest section of the tribe
is hereditary in the Silwaniee branch, upon which the still larger tribes of
Jelalee and Haideraniee are more or less dependant, inasmuch as they fol-
low his politics.

The head of the house at present is Mehemed Pasha Surmelee, men-
tioned further back, who, however, having been appointed Member of the
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Shourai’ i Douleh™, now resides at Constantinople, his power meantime
being delegated to his sons. This man exercises an unbounded influence over
all Koords about the Russian and Persian frontiers; and as a large portion
of the Silwanee reside near Diarbekr, his wishes and counsels are equally
attended to there as here.

Formerly, he lived as much in the Russian territory — where he has
numerous relatives — as in Alashgerd, and he has received numerous deco-
rations from successive Governors-General of the Caucasus. He has all the
sly shrewd cunning of his race, but is ignorant and unscrupulous. During
the late war, although fighting ostensibly on the Turkish side, it is reported
he did not abstain from receiving Russian gold. I used to meet him cons-
tantly, when he resided here, at the Russian Consulate and at the house of
the Russian Commissioners for the Tcheichens, where and at other places
1 had good opportunities of judging his Russian proclivities. Yet the Govern-
ment, although two years ago it had ordered his and his families exile, has
naw honoured him with its confidence, simply because, as it is said, he had
a large debt against it, it was not convenient (o discharge.

It would be wrong, however, to suppose that all the Koord frontier
tribes are cordially united in sentiment with respect to each other; for, as
is to be observed among all such families, clan quarrels, blood affairs, and
disputes about pasturage, commenced years ago, keep up old animosities
and the estrangement they first created.

These causes must for ever bar any combined action on their account
Jor their aggrandisement, and must, apart from other obvious reasons,
always frustrate, contrary to Mr. Consul Palgrave’s prediction, a union
teading to promote the rise of a new Asian power in Armenia or Anatolia.
But what I maintain is that, as a whole, the Koords are united in their par-
tiality for Russia rather than for Turkey, and that, therefore, their existence
in such debateable land as they occupy is dangerous to the State.

The reasons for such partiality seem clear.

Irrespective of the influence their Russian relatives must necessarily
exercise over them, direct home causes have done, perhaps, more to induce
this feeling. Amongst the most prominent are the evasion by the Porte of
the conditions upon which they first settled here, and the knowledge they

have of the weakness of their masters, as compared with the power of
Russia. Independant of their long continued unpunished contumacy, the con-
sequence of feeble administrations, and unaware of the interest taken by the
Western Powers in the welfare of Turkey, they have been witnesses fo the
mmmgmm arms, unchecked as it seems to them, for

SR s GG to regret an absorption of territory that, already
inclosing large portions of their old lands, threatens sooner or later to cross
the Arras and engulph their present possessions also. How, then, can these
boors, believing their dynasty 0 be on the decline, fail to be biassed by the
Jair promises of their powerful neighbours, or be influenced by their intri-
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gues. Contrasting, 100, their position in Turkey with that of their brethren
on the other side of the border, increases that bias, for they find the latter,
paying simply 3 roubles (10s.) for each tent as taxes per annum, living in
quiet and security, having good and regular markets for their produce and
free from the conscription, while they, although paying muck less to the
Turks than their means would warrant, are in perpetual alarm from domes-
tic enemies, corvée, general insecurity and fear, the Turks may be at length
aroused from their apathy and force them to discharge past and future obli-
gations, for recruits and taxes, in full.

M. Jabo, late Russian Consul here for many years, states — I quote
Sir R. Dalyell’s report of March 25, 1865 — that the Koords inhabiting the
frontier line of Russia, Persia, and Turkey, amount to more than 112,000
souls. His great experience and long residence entitle his information to
respect, but my own experience would enhance those numbers greatly, par-
ticularly Koords resident in Russia. Taking, however, his numbers as com-
paratively exact, 87,000 of them reside now in Russia, and 40,000 in Tur-
key. They are all well armed, and possess a small hardy breed of horses,
which enables them to turn out a numerous, though at present vagabond,
cavalry, at a short notice. Their pursuits, like all Koords, are predatory and
pastoral, with nomadic habits; though during the depth of winter, the severe
cold of their regions compells them to inhabit miserable villages. Their gene-
ral character, particularly as shown throughout the late war, is marked by
cowardice, duplicity, and selfishness. At that time of national distress when
their common faith was threatened, so long as their sheep were safe they
cared little for Turkey; and the Chiefs of powerful numerous bodies of
cavalry, immeasurably useful for disturbing the enemy's communications
or cutting off his supplies, degenerated into salesmen, and, eager for gain,
provisioned the Russian commissariats as long as they remained in Turkey.

Colonel Ushakoff, of the Russian Guard, the narrator of Marshal
Paskewich’s campaign, mentions the aid the Russians received from the
Koords, and their desire to help them, not only in this neighbourhood, but
also on their further march to Diarbekr and the interior. During the last
campaign they were equally serviceable; and no doubt any future hostilities
between Turkey and Russia will find them, if not actually allied with the
latter, at least affording her secret sympathy and aid.

Yezids.— Amongst the Koords noticed above, also inhabiting the
frontier line, a Yezid Koord tribe, the Sippikanlee, are included. They
amount to 5,000 souls; but 2,000 only reside in Turkey, the rest in Russia.
From their peculiar doctrines they are detested by Moslems, and consequently
lean more to Russia than even other Koords.

The Terrek Imam.— The Terrek Imam — not to be confounded with
Turcomans, who, with the exception of 200 souls near Ardahan, do not exist
in this vilayet — 29,000 in number, are all agriculturists inhabiting the
country between Tchyldir, Kaghizman, and Diadeen. They occupy 155 vil-
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lages, none of them more than thirty miles from the frontier. The great body
of these people still reside in the southern Caucasian Provinces of Russia;
and from their faith, costume, and type, seem to be descendants of Per-
sians, natives of northern Azerbijan, who immigrated from Persia when that
portion of the present Russian territory was conquered by Shah Abbas.

The particular number of these people of whom I am now treating,
possess at present the villages and lands formerly occupied by Armenians
who followed Marshal Paskewich's army into Russia. They are all Shiahs
in faith, and therefore opposed to the Turks and Koords, who are Sunnis.
With them, as with the Zelanlee Koords, families are divided, some living
in Russia, others in Turkey. The latter are constantly going between the two
countries, as they sell the greater portion of their produce at Akherkellek
and Akhkhalsik, both in Russia. ;

These people do not disguise their Russian and Persian predilections,
and, indeed, during the late war, aided the enemy materially in procuring
supplies and information, at the same time they took that opportunity of
indulging their sectarian revenge against the Sunnis.

The name Terrek Imam is applied to them here because they left their
native, or rather, adopted country, for one whose ruler, government, and
inhabitants profess religious opinions hateful to the Shiahs. They are also
known her, as in Persia, by the name of Kara Papaks, from their wearing
the large, round, black sheep-skin cap of Azerbijan. Their original reason
for leaving Georgia was that the lands at their disposal were too limited for
their increasing numbers. s

The real head of the tribe, ov Eel Khan®, lives in the north of Per-
sia, and all the Terrek Imam, whether in Russia or Persia, are under hi
influence, implicitly obey his wishes and render him clan allegiance. As suct
the Persian Consul here arrogates to himself the right of interference or
their behalf at the Serai. ! '

Christians,— The different sects into which the Christians are divi
ded in the Erzeroom Vilayet are:—

Nestorians 110,000
Armenian Cathelics ,000
Orthodox Greeks 4,000
Protestants {natives) 1,300

Total 411,000

~ Armenians.— The advice and ostentations leaning towards Russi
of the Armenian clergy in my district, headed by the Catholicos™ residin
at Etchmiadzin in Russia, and his bishops in these parts, have naturall
enough inclined the more ignorant members of their flocks — rich and poc
— 10 adopt the same views; and considering also that a whole Christian hous
of ten souls in Russia pays only, for all taxes, 9 roubles (/1. 105.) annuall
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as against three times the sum here, if there has not been a general emigra-
tion, it is simply owing to the fact that disposable arable lands in Russian
Armenia are scarce, while the reverse prevails in Turkey.

Everywhere throughout these districts I found the Armenians birter
in their complaints against the Turkish Government, at the same time that
they were unreserved in their praises of Russia, openly avowing their deter-
mination to emigrate. This bias is owing, as already stated, to the constant
hostile teaching of their clergy; at the same time, ample cause for discon-
tent, as has already been shown further back, is afforded by the really wret-
ched system of Turkish provincial administration, the unequal imposition
of taxes, scandalous meéthod of levying them and the tithes, persistent denial
or miscarriage of justice, and practical disavowal of the Christians’ claim
to be treated with the same consideration and respect as their equals among
Maoslems. But experience has taught me that which candour and strict impar-
tiality compel me to state, that the subordinate officers of the local Govern-
ment are aided and abetted in their disgraceful proceedings or encouraged
in persistent indifference to crying wrongs, as well by the criminal assistance
as wilful apathy or silence of the Armenian Medjliss members, ostensibly
elecied by the suffrages of their co-religionists to guard their interests. Unfor-
tunately then, as the evil lies as much with the Christians as the Turks, under
existing regulations there is no remedy for it; and there can be none till the
local authorities really see for themselves that the Porie’s orders are really
carried out and to open the way for the introduction of a higher class of
_people for such employments. As it is, no man of wealth, influence, or cha-
racter will accept a seat in any one of the Councils; he will not waste time
in attending to official duties in a place where he has to put up with the
costumely and impertinent insults of the Moslem members, all which are
‘patiently borne by the fawning and obsequious Christians whose living
depends upon these appointments. And even were a man of character and
ability to accept a nomination at the hands of his community, the Pasha,
with whom in fact the fate of such elections lie, as he has the power of rejec-
tion, would always prefer a needy, pliant member to one whose riches and
position would place him beyond the reach of his menaces or influence. The
interests of the community are mnmquently intrusted to speculators, accus-
tomed to the aunmphere of the Serai in their capacity of revenue farmers
or Serails“», who in such positions have, in addition to their own dis-
gusting servility, all the chicanery and vices of Turkish officials — acquired
a dangerous influence, either as the partners or creditors of the chief pro-
vineial officers. Such an influence might be meritorious and useful if exer-
cised in the interests of justice and duty, but it becomes a downright evil
‘when practised, as it always is, for their own benefit or that of their part-
ners in corruption, and scarcely ever for their brethren. The claims of the
poor are either neglected or betrayed, and those of the rich depend upon
the amount of their presents or degree of their sycophancy. The Armenian



clergy and head men, on their part, purposely ignoring the villainous con-
duct of their Medjliss members representing their repeated failures of jus-
tice that inevitably result as due to the fanaticism or imbecility of a Govern-
ment determined to ignore all just claims, exaggerate actual facts; the more
readily to induce their dependants to adopt the disloyal views they propa-
gate. As they pursue such intrigues, apparently unchecked and with the secret
approval of Russian agents, wavering members, formerly content with or
resigned to their lot, openly express disaffection or traitorous ideas.

Some of the reasons educated Armenians give to account for this Rus-
sian feeling among their countrymen are well axpresscd in a letter I lately
received from one of the most intelligent Armenians in the capital. I am
obliged to state that, as far as my experience goes, his views are not ground-
less. Whils English and French Agents support by all legitimate means the
efforts of their missionaries and complaints of proselytes, the Armenians
are left to fight their battles through the interested elders or corrupt Medj-
liss members of their creed, and are thus. perforce driven to seek protection
from a Power that does everything to gain their sympathy. The inhabitants
of the Erzeroom Vilayet, as being closer to and more in contact with Rus-
sia, more especially the borderers, partake in a greater degree of this feeling
than those living in the remote districts of Diarbekr and Kharpoot, where
it is comparatively confined to the Armenian agriculturists; but, here in Erze-
room, | do not believe that one of the members of the higher moneyed clas-
ses does not in a greater or lesser degree heartily share such sentiments, while
most of them, though Turkish subjects, are supplied with Russian passports.
The traffic in such documents, carried on as secretly as possible, is well
known and widely disseminated; no large town in my district being free from
these pseudo-Russians. P

The exaggerated pretensions, overbearing conduct, and ostentatious
display of the Russian Consul in his relations with the local authorities, in
which it is needless to say other Consuls do not indulge, coupled with the
unaccountable servility of the Turkish officials in their intercourse with him,
tends, among an ignorant people, to give a false value to his particular impor-
tance or rather to that of the country he represents, which by still further
strengthening their belief that no other Power than Russia is so able or
willing to help them, makes them eager to apply to him in their differences
and to acquire documents that to them appear claims to the interference
of a foreign Power in their behalf. That the intriguing meddling conduct
of the Russian Consul is approved, | may state that, although in disfavour
with the Embassy at Constantinople, he is supported by the authorities in
the Caucasus, to whose diplomatic Chancery at Tiflis he is directly subordi-
nate. It is the policy of the Russian Government, and, therefore, of its
Agents, 10 encourage such ideas, anlmtoexmememnenuingevﬂs
Or trump to imaginary complaints, in order to keep up that chronic disaf-
fection so. mhhlemtheﬁuofomduanhndmwpurmadmhmmph&



Eastern countries. As suited to its interests, such conduct perhaps is excu-
sable; but what can excuse the forbearing attitude of the Turks here, who
by their indifference, indulgence, or fear permit a foreign Agent to address
them officially in the insulting manner he does, and conduct himself other-
wise in a manner towards them that only serves to convince the Rayas of
the weakness of their rules and inability, in consequence of the over-
whelming influence of Russia, to prevent such conduct.

| have ventured thus far to intrude my opinions of what 1 believe
{0 be the predominant feeling among the Armenians in this province, because
they form in their numbers, position, and occupations the most influential
class, and as being the one most favourable under present circumstances
to Russian interests, the most dangerous in an underhand way to the State.
The only efficient panacea for such hostile feeling rests entirely with the
Government. Were it to take efficient measures to insure the content of the
people by radically redressing their wrongs, inflicting severe and impartial
justice on their oppressors, remodel its system of tithe assessment, that under
which at present the other taxes are divided and collected, and really carry
out the spirit of its numerous Firmans*" in favour of Christians, it would,
I am confident, remove existing disaffection and promote the present and
progressive loyalty of its subjects. Without such a programme they will be
forced into bankruptey: that sooner or later must give rise to emigration
or open downright rebellion. | cannot exaggerate the gravity of the situa-
tion, nor urge too emphatically that the measure alluded to be recom-
mended to the authorities.

The Armenians of whom I have been treating occupy, with the
Koords, the whole frontier line between Kars and Bayezid; they form also
the majority in the rich plains and valleys, not including, however, the com-
paratively limited Deyrsim®® Kizzilbash district, throughout the whole
length and breadth of the land between the frontier and true Euphrates.
Throughout that extensive tract they may be said to engross all agriculture
and trades, while in the towns three-fourths of capital and commerce are
in their hands. With the Armenians, as with the Nestorians, it would be poli-
tic and just to confide the smaller subordinate Governments or Mudirliks
to intelligent members of their creed, but strangers of the capital or else-
‘where, instead of to local Turks and Koords. Impartial justice and security
‘would thus be secured to all creeds, and dangers evitated which under the
present system may possibly ensue.

Nestorians.— The Nestorians, next to the Armenians, form the most
‘important class of the Christian community; but such importance is not due
to wealth or intelligence, but to their position in a mountainous country
close to the Persian frontier, their numbers and martial spirit when neces-
sity evokes it, and theis practically independent state. They are divided into
two parties, the Ashiret” and Raya"!. The former are semi-independent;
living in secluded valleys or on inaccessible mountains, they take advantage
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In former reports and despatches I have described the pitiful condi-
tion in which they live under the Koords and Turks; their persistent attempts
to gain a foreign protection, even at the sacrifice of creed and country; and
the overtures of their Patriarch, Mar Shamoon, to the Russian Government.
1 will not, therefore, enlarge upon the subject here, but remark simply that,
although at present such intrigues will not avail them or hurt the Govern-
ment, yet it will be far different in the event of any future rupture between
Turkey and Russia, or Turkey and Persia, for, as stated in my Report to
Earl Russell of the 22nd August, 1864, certain Koordish tribes in the Hak-
karee side with the Nestorians, either from fear or mutual interest, as all
are eager for any pretext to withhold taxes, and equally greedy for gold,
no matter whence it comes. Aided by such auxiliaries, or even having their
sympathies, any Russian force operating by Van, with a view of penetra-
ting from that side to Moosh and Diarbekr, would derive immense advan-
tage, not so much from actual assistance as from the occupation their cer-
tain revolt would afford the Turkish troops to the south, about Mosul and
Diarbekr,

Roman Catholics and Greeks.— Neither of these sects in this Con-
sular district have at present any political importance with respect to pro-
bable Russian movements, excepting the Greeks, whose paucity of numbers
renders their undisguised sympathy with the Russians of little account.

Protestants.— Although not bearing upon the subject, it may be inte-
resting to give the following notice, condensed from the Annual Report of
the American Board for Foreign Missions for 1868, respecting the Protes-
tants in my district:—

Bitlis, Diarbekr, Erzeroom, Kharput, and Mardin are missionary sta-
tions, occupied by Americans. They have eighty-six out-stations, supervi-
sed by native helpers. The whole is collectively known as the Eastern Tur-
key Mission. The establishment consists of —

Missionarics 14
Female assistant ditto &1
Native Pastors 17
Licensed Preschers 16
Mative Teachers 47
Native helpers 68

who have under their charge —

Churches 22
Persons received on profession of faith in 1867 97
Present number of members 697
Preaching places 80
Average Sabbath congregation 3.9'5_I
Sabbath Schools 3
Sabbath School pupils 2.566






the Protestant is the poorest community in the country, while its taxes, from
the sectarian revenge of the creeds its members have seceded from, are hea-
vier than those paid by any other.

Kizzilbash Koords.— [ kave also on former occasions pointed out
the unsatisfactory relations of the Kizzilbash Koords with respect to Govern-
mient, and the means then taken by Edhem Pasha to control them. Since,
however, Derveesh Pasha assumed the chief command of the 4th army corps
at Erzingan, his predecessor’s well-digested measures have not been pur-
sued, and, consequently, dissatisfaction among them is stronger than ever.

In alluding to the Kizzilbash here, I do not do so to swell the list
of those people I consider Russianized, but to note that, from my own obser-
vations and conversations with them, their strange religion, position, and
habits, they are essentially hostile to the Turks, which would render them
disposed to support any movement likely, in their opinion, (o ensure them
a continuance of their present insubordination or future separation from
the governing class they detest.

| Although I have scrupulously endeavoured to record impartially all
I saw or that was brought to my notice, for good or for evil, during my
tour, the tenor of this Report would make it appear, I have confined myself
to reciting Christian wrongs without at the same time noticing improvemenis
in their condition, consequent upon late Firmans or orders. I have certainly
dwelt principally upon the serious oppression the Christians suffer from the
Koords, not because, however, I would make it be believed they are the only
sufferers, or that I purposely shut my eyes to the grave injuries sustained
also by the agricultural Turks; for personal observation showed me all indus-
trious Moslems, having the misfortune to live in localities partly inhabited
by Koords, are under their influence, and, therefore, losers, accordingly;
but because the Christians, in addition to deprivation of property, daily jeo-
pardise their lives, and what is more ferrible, the honour of their females,
in daily struggles for existence; trials from which the Moslems are exempt.

Agricultural Turks, too, in these northern districts form both in num-
bers and industry an insignificant class as compared with the Christians.
Orher means of subsistence closed to the latter are open to them. They are
therefore rapidly decreasing there, retiring into the vicinity of towns, where
Koords have no opportunity of exercising their depredations. And with res-
pect to other injuries, arising from the vicious system of tithe-farming, subs-
titution of the Temetta™ for Vergoo™”, and requistion for forced labour,
there seems to be no exceptions in favour of particular creeds; all suffer and
complain alike. The incidence of taxation falls heaviest on those least able to
bear it, and it is increased as the people think unreasonably, for Govern-

205



ment has undertaken no outlay or material improvement that can satisfy
the people. They are in some measure reimbursed for the large sums they
are called upon yearly to contribute. Personal security at the same time is
unknown. Many of the local Mudirs and Kaimakams — generally local
Koords or Turks — either from fear, relationship, or pecuniary maotives,
siding with the robbers, and sharing their spoil; and the miserable police,
employed for the public protection, being the worst characters in the place,
are far more frequently the partners than deterrers of criminals. It is not
wonderful, under the circumstances, in these interior provinces, that the
papulation generally is decreasing. No inferences can be drawn with res-
pect to that decrease in them by any person acquainted with the activity of
most of the sea-ports of Turkey, its capital, or European provinces, as it
is notorious emigration to those places has been and is now still constantly
taking place.

Other reasons also, apart from those stated, and the detestable vice
common to Eastern countries tending to demoralize a people and curtail
increase, or rather in favour of decrease, are to be found in the facts that,
previously, no private soldier was allowed to marry, and that in every town
or large village morals are so depraved that Jorced abortion and infanticide
are daily crimes. Taking Erzeroom, Diarbekr, Kharpoot, or Van as exam-
ples, Ido not in the least exaggerate when I state that 1,000 such cases recur
yearly in each of those towns, the crime being aggravated by criminals in
many cases, not being necessarily unfaithful to their husbands, and there-
Jfore anxious to conceal the consequences of illicit love, but that they stifle
birth at their instigation, in order to ensure a longer duration of beauty,
or to avoid the cares and trials incidental to a numerous offspring. There
is no law touching such miscreants, or if there be one, it is so little applied
as to be utterly useless to prevent or check these JSrequent crimes.

Itis lamentable, in such a rich country, so close to the sea-board, to
witness such, and other impediments to progress, and the restrictions clog-
ging trade and industry in all its branches. A grain country, capable of
supplying, even under the present lazy system of agriculture, more than
300,000 quarters of grain for export after all local wants have been satisfied,
finds it a losing operation to send any considerable part of its surplus to Tre-
bizonde, 180 miles off, which consequently imports from Russia; and native
manufacturers, at one time an important item of domestic industry and trade,
are now nearly universally replaced by European imitations.

The fact cannot be 100 often repeated that it is the want of roads that
‘has paralyzed the resources of this province, and contributed 50 much to the
gradual bankruptcy of the people. Government, | am glad to say, is now

making some exertion towards remedying this evil, and has appropriated
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