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THE NUMBER OF LUCULLUS’ SOLDIERS IN THE BATTLE
OF TIGRANAGERT BASED ON NUMISMATIC
CONSIDERATIONS

BERJ SABBEAGHIAN

(Summary)

In 69 B.C. when King Tigranes II of Armenia was engaged
in wars in Syria, Lucullus, without the blessing of the Roman
Senate and without warning, attacked Armenia and besieged its
newly-built capital Tigranagert. Tigranes, heading a small army,
hastened to Armenia, but he failed to save the city. According
to the Roman sources, Plutarch and Appius, Lucullus, with 15,000
soldiers, defeated Tigranes, who was leading an army of 300,000
soldiers. The Roman general, then looted the city, and carried
away 8,000 talents of silver, in coins, and distributed among his
soldiers, 800 drachmas per capita. On the basis of talent-drachma
monetary evaluations, it is possible to figure out the correct num-
ber of Lucullus’ soldiers — 63,892 and not 15,000 as Plutarch and
Appius have indicated. Tigranes’ soldiers, on the other hand, ac-
cording to historiographical datas, could not have exceeded
80,000.
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