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“ZAVEN MESSERLIAN
Bisharn Khoury, the first President of an independent Lebanon in 1943,

was re-elected to the pmtafhﬁdufmlnTN'Dmutw
amendment. of the Lebanese constitution, which usually restricts the
|mbuuwtﬁnaio.ahu-1wmufo[ﬁu However, Khoury was
foroed to resign hsmbu lﬁlﬂmmhihmllu end of his
second term. The Leba t next elected one of Khoury's main
palitical oppenents, I'.‘tm:!ﬁe Chmmn.a Iuclm;mnhu-uflﬁuu—ullsd
Smﬁﬂmu‘uhmlhuﬂtﬁmwm

Two Iqulluveehﬂhnmhldﬂlmgﬂhumn 'z six-year term in
office = in 1953 and 1957. The ﬁ-sl.nﬁtu.hm’w-luhﬂioum
more or less accopted as fair. The second, however, tumed out 1o be
immensely controversial, In this article, these two legishative elections will
be analvred with emphasis on Armenian participation in the slectoml
digtricts of Beirut and Bourj Hummoud, where seats had been pre-allocated
mmmmimmmunw

This study is the continuation of two earlicr articles by this author on
Armenian parlicipation mhmmmmmdmngw

French Mandate and the presidency of Bishara Khoury, which were
published in volumes 21 mnmmmwm
respectively.”

THE ELECTIONS OF 1953

Boon after mﬁmﬁum{nwwﬂm
appointed Emir Khaled Chehab as Prime Minister, who wauld govern the
country with emergency powers. A few weeks later, on 4 November 1952,
the Law for the Election of Members of the Chamber of Deputies,
promulgnted under Khoury on 10 Auvpgust 1950, was amended by
Legisiative Decree Mo. 6. Under this amended law, women were granted



iﬂﬂlﬂ_ll’kﬁ{ﬂchl‘ll WMMM ~ Botr} Hammoud)
Cons . The A jan  Catholics lost the seat they had been

; laowr of 1950, but they could now run instead for
the scat alfotied to the Minorities in hﬂmmﬁm,-wv-
Minct el Hosn).

il
il

"‘hyl'..— T ~mwmsunmmmmm
mmmmumm‘hlw’
The new go nent dissolved Parfi on 30 May, aceusing it of

having m itself “incapable - of fulfilling its task”™ and of having

10 complete numerous legisiative measures by reason of the
frequent. absence: of deputies.™ The new elections mmuhphum
three siages: in Mmmmmmonlzmhrmmm
and the Bekas on 19 July; and in North Lebanon on 26 July."

Within the Armenisn community many changes had cccurned since the
elections of 1951, Kerekin [, CathoHeos of the See of Cilicia, had passed
away on 21 Jure 1952, opening the door for a-fierco. struggle fos his
succession, The three Armenian political parties active in Lebanon backed:
different candidates, but caly the candidates scceptable tothe Tashnag
party had @ real chance to get elected as Tashnag party members and
supporters dominsted the commiunal councils of most Cil jcian dicceses in
Lebanon, Syria and Cyprus.’ After the passing away of ‘Karekin [, the
Cilician congregation had elerted Archbishop Khat Atchabahian as facum
temens and the latter seemed determined not to call mchﬂmmn'il
wmmdudmﬂwmm

On the international seene, Armenians were  stunned (o hear that the
Saviet government had ;nnawd on 30 May 1953 & note to the Turkish



~Ambsssador in anmmqﬂut'dnﬁsmﬂm and Armenian
Soviet Ihptﬁ‘ﬂcu had renounced the tervitorial claims on Turkey™ mede in
1945, and that in consequence the USSR had “no territerinl claim
whatsoever on Turkey.” The anti-Soviet Tashnag party jumped on this
incident  to  criticize  the Sovict govermment, the local Armienian
Communists m-ummmwmmmimwwumm
question of Armenian territorial di ds by exerting pressure on Turkey.
On  the eve of the Im:hcﬂmMnmmmmmm
the Tashnag party (see below), while the Huntchag party split of 1951 was
now aver, with the achi -of ar iliation b  the party's
right ‘and loft wings. During 1951-52, the Ramgavar Azadagan party had
afso encountered some. difficultios within its affiliate youth organization,
mmm&mbmofﬂwlﬂ#hdjﬂndmmmvm
Assoclation™® By a  decisi ummmwwwm
cofwention in Lebanon, Hagop Shirinian and Prof, H-:munlclhum
were expelled from the party for having supparted nd led the movement
against the mwmmmwmmuwn
large."" To demonstrate to its ranks and supporters that the expulsions had
not weakened the party, the Ramgavar leadership organized » swearing in
ceremony on 25 May, when twenty-seven new members joined the party
by dsking an osth in the presence of fis honorary president, Eugens
Papazinn, mmﬂmmmmmjuﬂlhﬂnpwmdmdumm
¢lections of 1947.” On 7 June, the annual festival of the Antranik Youth
Drpnmm of the Armenian General Benevalent Union (a philanthropic
organization close: to the Ramgavars) was held with great fanfare at the
Beirut public park, in the presence of Prime Minister Salam. This svent,
too, was publicized in such a way as to show that the Ramgavars had not
been affected by the defections mentioned abave,
On 1 March, the Ammenian Orthodox Deputy Tosbath started
blish an ind dent Armenian langusge daily newspaper, Apk, with
the mioral sopport of same non-partisan Armenian aotivists, members of
the Wermmount Associstion, as well as Shirinian and Kalayan.
Tashnag-supported candidates had won  both in Beirut and Bourj
Hammoud - during the municipal elections of December 1952 and the
election of mukhiars (headmen) in March 1953, but there had been protests
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Tosbath, who was slocied deputy from Metn a5 the candidate of the
anti-Tashnag “Armenian Front™ in 1051, was a elase fricnd of President
Chamoun. The latter advised and urged him, for reasons of saze politics,
to meake an electoral allisnca with the Tashnags and run as their candidate
in the Eighth Constituency. Tosbath tried haird to be the candidate of both
Tashnags and anti-Tashnags."” Since the traditional policy of the Thshnag
mmmhhﬁmﬂnmldﬂnw Tosbath was adopted as

the party’s candidste for Bourj Hammoud. The Riemgavar and Huntohag
parties mmmalmmwum)uﬂuuww
Tosbath as their candidaie in Boarj Ha d 50 &8 to avod any form of
wmwrﬂmmmm“

The Tashoneg  party itsch faced, as mentioned above, internal
difficultics. Some local committoes. prefored 1o back & candidate other
than the incumbent deputy, Der Kaloustian, Tbnp-nwkthﬂwhuu
Tro MW}EMMMMMW;MW
exccutive body worldwide, the Bureay, and the party"s Central Commities
in Lebanon succeeded in having Der Kaloustian adopted a3 the party’s.
officinl candidate.”

On 29 mﬁe Tashnag party formally. declared Der Knloustion its:
for the Mudswar district in Beirgt and Toshath for Bour
Hammoud."® Nikola Schahgaldian mentions that the surprise was great
among the ranks of Tashnag party members and sympathizers, when it was
revealed that ' Toshath, whom the Tashnag hed earlier sccused of
“immorafity” mnd "opportunism,” whhﬂmunduhmhomj
Hammoad.*? Astag, the Tashnag daily, endeavored to explain this fact in
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. article entitled “Our Neutral Candidate for Bourj Hammoud is Dikran

If the party directing the political life of the Armenian peaple was
to secure the confidence of the authorities for our people, it necessarily
had 1o be realistic and had to know how to sacrifice its party interests
to that of the general interest, ™

In its editorial the next day, Astog also explained why the Tashnags
were participating in the elections with candidates of their own: ;
Now it is necessary more than ever that the Tashnag party shoold
cantinue to run our political life because it is the only party that enjoys
the confidence of the local people, wh through their social ideology
#nd peychology are with the democratic world ™

_On 1 July, the Central Commities of the Independents of the Armenian
Community published an officisl communiqué to the effect that it had
decided 1o put forward & candidate in the First Constituency of Beirut, and
that jts unanimous choice was the multi-millionaire Karnig Malikisn, The
latter and his brothers were the officisl agents of Philco Electrical
Appliances in Lebanon, Malikian had never held any formal office within
the Armenian community, however, The communiqué described him as
“the only candid of the Independ " in the forthcoming legislative
elections. It further stated that Malikian's candidacy was backed by the
Ramgavar Azsdagan and Hunichag parties and by other cultural and sports
associations such as Homenmen (affiliated to the Huntchag party),
Veraznount, and Antranik.™ The next day, Tosbath's Le Soir and Ayk
questioned  the mdm_of,&c-n-uu! Group of Indepondents and
described it a5 a “ghost entity.™ However, a second official declaration by
the Group of Independents was published on & July, as if' in reply to the
doubts mu,mummnmmiﬁum"&-w
majority of the nofables of hAﬂmﬂmmnﬁyo"WhﬂM
periodically during the past six moniths or more, either at the Alumai Clib
of the American University of Belrut or at the residence of Dr. Yervant
Djidedjian to discuss the possibiity of holding elections for the




mh.‘.j_{'m of the Communal Council of the Armenian Orthodox
community and inspecior ot Bangue de Syrle et du Lilam), Yervant
ummﬂun {bummn and \fiué:':nmm ul‘ﬂm{:tivﬂ Council o&&n

g I [}
murwwmmdldh Amham-moummm
Kevork Tehatalbashinn and K-d-m Dtz &  and

Levon Mezarian, Kamig Maliking, Kamig  Tufenkdjisn, Sarkis
Shekerdjisn, Hagop Abadjian, Ghazmrcs Beylerian, Beylerian,

unity and harmony within the Armenian community. The declarafion
further stated that the establishment of the Rally of Lebancse Armenians
had been made possible b ‘of the adherence of the Ramgaver and
Huntchag parties, as well as many cultural and sports associntions to the




OnmmTMunmpmdmmm pubdlished only in his
French newspaper, that he had presented his candidsture in the Eighth
Constituency with the full suppart of Raymond Eddé’s Mationsl Bloe, the
Tashnag party, the Bloe Mmm“”mmopmofmm
Baoushrié, Mmm;mdﬁimwumm“m
28 June, Tosbath, together with the Fiest Lady, Mrs. Zalfs Chamoun, a3
well as Pierre Eddé, Kamig Tufenkdjinn, Baghos Nadjarian, Pakarad and
vmmmum: banquet organized by the Veranoust
Association.” NNJMMNMBMWMTMW
its candidste in muummmmaylmmmmm
did likewise.”

The Ramga chag-Independent coalition concentrated s efforts
in"the First (‘.msﬂmw of Beirst® Although the newspaper L ‘Cricnr
‘predicted that the anti-Tashnag candidate had o good chi of winning in

mmmm“mmwrmwwuhm
district, Nokhoudien, did not sobmit his Mdutnm“‘ﬂn(‘,‘cnmnﬁﬂ
Party of Lebanon tried to mﬂmwmwamw
Huumhwnlm candidate in the Eighth Constituency and



presented on 26 June hmuﬁiﬁmhﬂmhm
Haroutiin (Artin) Madayan.”

The: Tashnag mmmlwﬂmhhruu
&mmmmhnmwmmmmmmm
single-mandaie n:m wmwmmmmm

: the D
lidature.™ The nowspaper. criticized the Ramgavar and Huntchag
parties nu not mmmm ‘candidates’ aﬁurmﬂﬂﬁrma
mian “devoid of Armenian spint.” Aztag alse made personnl sttacks an
Malikian; it suid M-ﬂuhnhdwbﬂmuﬂmhpmmihndm'-
'mnll-dnlnndqcl‘lheﬂ‘w-jnm

The Ramgivar Azadagan and Hunichag newspepers - -supported
Mulikian, Zeronk wrote that  Malikian would, if elected,
brotherly mmmwmwmm.wm
and other rights of the Armenian community ard support 8 “sane™ national
palicy.™ Ararad wrole that it could never imagine that the Tashnag party
would act g0 imeorally in fronl of the public for a single parflamentary
sent™ The paper declired that the Huntohag party had sccepted Malikizn's
mmnummmmﬂnw It said that the
secepted that Malikian did not have experience in politics, but what had
mmmnmmmwwmmm
Im\ never spoken in Farlisment or defended the rights of the Armenian

ity. The newspaper inquired further what services, if any, had Der
Kdonmmdmdwmﬂmnr»mm-nwmmwf'

At '.I' P mﬁmly smmwmm rally oryanizod
by the Group.  The rally was under the
patronage of D.; Djidedjian, dlthough the laster was not present, that
‘ovoning. Masareth Chasibian (Armen Gharib), Hraichin Setrakien, Antsine
Saad, ‘Vahrid] Djeredjian, brahim  Jarra and Malikien sddresssd the
grthering.” On. 8 July, Malikizn and representstives of the Rally of
Lebancse Armenians visited the locum fenens, Archbishop. Khat, at the
A & Cathold o L P Ohhhlfeflheﬂsmhdhﬂ




“Brabiun suid that a non-partisan Catholicos must be electod for the acant
~seat, Archbishop Khat replied that the Cilician See was open toall its
mmmmnmwhgﬂwwwmmm“
Anather  public rally i mntmﬁhnmhlduﬂnﬁc
patronage of Dr, Diidediian at the I!ﬁqu'i‘ahqmﬂhlhoﬂluly,‘“
while' the Tashnag party held hmwﬂhmmu'
Tashang Club in Kamatina {Quarantaine) on 10 Juty
Both sides made last app prioe to the election, Djidedjian asked
Armenian voters to wote according to their mﬁmmmum
Malikian was the candidate of the Armenian Independents and that thelr
movement had found an enthuslastic reception smong the Armenians,”
Malikinn, mmaﬁﬂmwwmuwmmwmmm
resaurces of Lebanon and create employment for all. He enderlined that he
mimmﬁmnﬂiﬂafﬂypﬂmm“
Madikizn also had mmﬂmmﬂuhﬂnwﬁ-ﬁm
{and W:ndanw}ﬂuhhﬂmﬁadihr}whhmm
Pamphilets in Amhmmmmmmmdwlyby
Tashnags, making similar accusations.® L Oriem, which campaigned
strongly for Malikian, stated that the agreement between Philco-and Jssse]
had been cancelled on 1 May 1953 through the effrts of Malikian,
Philco’s agent in Lebanon.®
mmﬁhTﬁmdemﬁmmenh
people, in which they had said. that the Huntchag and Ramgavar parties
had exploited the names of neutml p lities. The p ce at their
public rallies of those m}mmwmm that the
electorate did not spprove of the views of Azfag or the Tashnag party.”!
The Homchag paper ulso wrote that if the Tashnage were cestain of their
success in the election, they would not threaten their opponents, ™
. On the other hand, Azrag’s editorial — entitied “He Will Be Crushingly
Defeated” — alluded to Malikian when urging that no votes be cast for
mmmmmwﬂmmﬂmwum
also p d in & very fident tone that Der Kaloustian and Toshath
mam.?-




Although T'th election in the Eighth Constituency seemed
cermin mhmmmﬂmmddmmﬂu
scking meﬂmmﬁmmmhhi.
momairs that he was determined to struggle fo the and dospits being a
*reluctant” candidate, the party had put his name forward against his own -
wishes Jusi before clection day, twenty-five of Madoyan's supporiers -
mmwmmmhm i-hmumadmwm.
dhstribating i et didute. Upon Madoyan's
mmm“ﬁmﬁJﬁhmwuh}W”

Joscph Chader, the Vics-Prosident of the Phalangist ¢ Kaideh) perty and
outgaing Armenian Cathalie. deputy, ran for the Minority seat in the Fifth
Cmfumof Beinil. His oppononts were Edmond Rabbath, Chafik
Massif, hhm-mmhhmwmwh-m
mmmuwwppm of the Syrian Catholic Patrinsch, Cardinal
Tappouni,” while Chader had the support ﬁmmﬁus,ﬂulmdl
community, which usually backed the Phalangists. The Armcnian Catholic
weekly, Mussis, did not publish any propaganda on behalf oF Chader
dunn;ihcm—edmpﬂhd.

The clections. were held on 132 July, Iulhmmm\iﬂw
{‘Mbdwuv‘,l. 6,352 voters: out of a total of 21,410 eligibls votors cast their.
votes; In the Eighth Ce y (Bour] Hi d), afthe | 5,785 eligible
volers, onby 4,696 umlrm“nlmwmmmwmm
lowest propantians of voler participation i the constituensies of Boirut
and Mount Lebanon, despite voling being compalsery far men. Finally, in
the Fifth Constituency, oul of the }3330 eligitle voters, only 5,852
voted *

The official mhm.;mlm In the First Cmnﬂum:y[iu
aloustinn received 3,729 voles; Malikian, &.‘FPB In the Fifth
Constituency, Chader recsived 2,081 votes; Rabbath, 1,922, Nassif, 1,067;
Jehran, 546; Attié, 55, Finally, in the Eigth Constituency, Tnd:mhm[vad
3,529 votes; Madeyan, 706 Der Kaloustian, Chader and Toshath were
hﬂmalododdawhhﬂwnmw

« Following - the Zarfonk  protested. vehomently 10 the
authoritiog, mmumwm ivote) Furm mmmdu
ridicale because of Teshnng terrorism. disorders, and the complicity of
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po]m‘“ In a milder tone, Argrod wrote: “The Armenian pwplehm
deputics -in Parfinment. The Armenisns have the sons of the ehivalrous
mmh-mmmﬂ‘
in reply. zrg wrote that the anti-Tashnag front was defeated becaiiss
it consisted ofﬁummnmuﬁhh-hﬂwmlm.hhﬁmmu
their opp staried
defented in the puEI.i ﬁnuu:!. wmumwmwuw
form of terrorism if it occerred on lection M"Tﬁbﬂhmmh{:

Armeninn and French newspapers  that  he remained a5 always “the
npiugnlwu of the independent Armenians, in the service of-all
vithout distinet ow ination or olan affiliti
mmwma\mlm
{.‘mmmmmmmm vipapers fi d' on the election in
Mudawar; the issae of the electi in Bourj H d did nat come up in
thess papers. ﬁemﬂumuﬂa—mﬁmmﬂmhm in
Mudawar can be sammaorized 85 follows, Many “suggestions” and thrests
were made to force Malikian to withdraw from the electomi campaign,
When these measures. did not produce any effect, the government altered,
only two days before the elections and upon Der Kaloustian's request, one
of its former. decizions, when it changed the women’s polfing center from
Hadjin, 4 predominanthy Huntcheg neighborkood, 10 Karenting, which was
in a mofmm“mmummrxm
received 300 more votes than Malikien in Karanting as it was easier to
frighten women than men. Through this change of the location of the
polling cenmer, the povernment showed its preference for Der Knloussian,
5o did the policemen unduwunehumdu.y By 10 nm. it was obvious
that female voters for Malikinn were in the majority. To upset this, the
proxy of Malikian was arrested. Then, supporters of oppozing candidutes
were mmwhmwmpmmmhwmm
were admitted to the polling centers. Many supporters of Malikian had to
mmhmwrhfmlmﬂn'ﬂmkm'ﬂy Il wm. the Tashnags had
mmkm-mhmwmmmwm
after 12 pm. not & single voter for “Malikian could be found at Mudawar.™
Zartonk claimed this was due 1o Tashnag “terorism”; Malikian and his
wife were attacked, while Sarkis and Kriker Tchouldjian were stabbed




with knives.” Malikian voters from Bourj Hammaud were ot allowed to
cross to Modawar. Only in the eleventh hour, after the Tashangs had
crosaed .Illhummmmmwmmw-
many Malikian votors beck ter the polling stations. Contrary to the arder of’
the Minill.r)' of Interigr that 'mlins wotld. mmwplhdp.nifm
m visters assembled i the poliing centery, all chectornl centers wems
wﬂhmmmmmmmmﬂthWﬁ
Der Kaloustian. Between § a.m. ﬂrig,nzlmmmmh..
Malikian Voting for Der Knlowstian, on the ather hand, continued until 4
pu,, and he Rad recatvid only 930 votes more than Malikias, Only 30% of
the total number of eligible voters had voted, with Tashnags going to great
tengths to bring their voters from their places of residence  in Tripoli,
Zahle, Joanié, mtﬁgynﬂnnmw«mﬁnmiuhppnmm
in. Syris, Thiis, only 3,729 woters ot of a total of 21,410, chaimed the anti-
Mmmmm‘dwmeMmmmm"
Afier the clections on 14 Huly, the: re-elested depaties, D.K.ﬂom
mwmmmwmﬁhwwmm
of the pro-Tashnag Independents, led by’l‘ul’uﬂdjhn, Tashnag notable
Hagop Der Melkonian and the former Rmﬂudum,wﬁwd
mmummdmm The archbishop sdvised
them o serve their country, wa&eﬁmwmmltymlh
best possible way. In reply, Tufenkd)ian wished that all disputes within the
local Armenian community would end soon. His wish was reciprocated by
Archbishop Khat™ On 15 July, the same  group visited Bishop Kboren
Pa , the Armenkan Orthod Pmlmufl.abmou Al the Intter's officinl
residence, where H'.ef were - also by rey fves of the
Communal, Civil and Religious Councils”" On I‘?.Illbr Der Kaloustian
and Mrmlmdl‘.‘udmic-rwm ’-m'ihln{hﬂ-ldlmh'l}.du
Armenian  Catholic htrhl'nb, and received his congratulations.™ The
Armenian mm-mmmmwm | deputies Sami Solh, Ab<dalizh
Yafi, MMMMMW“MWWW
Ifwmwdnhﬁum‘”

The anti-Tashnag A s wrote in a fin d tone that they could
never believe in prdm{ﬁs ar“ﬂu elections™ and they now termed the
whole September b, t of Presi Chi a5 "a fiasco."™ The




“split within the administrative_bodies of the Armenisn community also
began during this period. On 3 August, six independents ~ Djidedjian,
Demirdjian, Minassian, Tehatalbashian, Dantzigian and Srabian — resigned
their seats in. the Communal and Civil Councifa after over six manths of
pqufnmldl;mmiﬂrhpu#uimmhmurwbodu

Internial divisions within the Tashnag Parly persisted after the election,
- Opposition Mlﬂhpﬁhﬁiﬂdiﬂtﬂﬂbﬂ Kaloustian was
manifested by the publication of Azterar as a deily newspaper . from
swm:ber 1953, Azrorar had until then been n pro<Teshnag weekly
published by Onnig Topouzian, From then on, Asfarar, while still
published by Topouzisn, was edited by & former Tashnag member of
Parfiament, Khosrov Tutundjinn, and ariacked the Tashnag leadership.
Agcording o Schahgaldian, l}anlll_sHmmmmvdB:ﬁm
internal. divisions; insiead, they became more determined to rook out all
“communist sgents” from the party. Mmﬂnm;ﬂmﬁﬂmﬁd
Archives, Schahgaldian meations that scores of otherwise honorable party
veternns were purged in the ensufng monthis. In 1954 alone the Tashnag
maleCuthmmn ipelled B5 party bers for
varipts unspecified mmmﬂmmwmra
“in 19571

THE ELECTIONS OF 1957

The Parliament elected in 1953 served its full, four-year term. The
months preceding the next clections, however, mwmmmm
politics, A fow days after the British-French-lsmeli aggression agai
Egypt was calied to 8 hali incarly November I‘.H‘Sﬁ.lmn:llusnflhﬁrlh
Heads of State took pace in Beirut. Hardly was this summit cver than
Prime Minister Abdallah Yafi and Minister of State Sacb Salam submitied
demanded the breaking off of diplomatic ties with the United Kingdom
and France, but the President had rejected their request.

Chamoun then appointed Sami Solh &t the neot Prime Minister. Sofh
formed ‘a new,. mwhbyp»-\?immmm Malik, the
former  Lebanese  Amb Jor 1o D.C. and the Unjied
Nations, Mmﬁﬂhmwwam The new cabinet also
promised in its manifeste to raise the number of deputies in the next

m



.Mm*mwwmmw mander of the Lek
Anmed. Foroes, was aaked Lo sorvo as Minister of Dofonse as well.
However, Chehab resigned from the cabinet sarly in January 1957 ax he
did not want to take sides i the question of electoral reform.”

In J.mnry 1957, United States mmmmww
authosization from Ctmrw "o come 1o, the aid of any Middle Eastern
stte which is the . victim of Communist aggression.” The Lebaness
Liovernment quﬂbmmdnuﬁmhdmwmmm
aa the Bisenhower Doctring.

An opposition Wmuwmmummmﬂm
Salam was organized. 1o oppose the Salh govemment's pro-Western
foreign policy and its:new electoral bill. On 2 April, the oppasition, in a
public declaration addrossed to the mmmwm
things, that the number of deputics in the next Chamber be incressed from
44 1o 88, and that a neutral govemnment be formed, composed of ministors
who would not run_ in the elections. An opposition delegation, consisting
of Ahimed ol Asssad, Saeb Salam, Fouad Khon:yMFthm
which wanted 1n hand in the opposition manifesto, was not recsived by the
President, on the Mwhhdmbnmmlmmh
newspapers. n respanse, the opposition decided to baycott the President ™

Hewever, the Solh government, supported by the majarity of sitting
deputies, went ahead with its plans, On 3 April, the 44-member parlinment
elected in 1953 decided, by 24 votes o | 1, with four abstentions and foar
deputies. absent, to have 66 members rather than 88 in the next Chamber.”
Moreover, when the Solh government asked for & vole af confidence in
puﬁunenl cmihﬂ:uppdhy,oppmmmabuhhm,

Humid Frengié, Rashid Karemé, Sabri Hamadé, Ahmed el Assiad,
Abdallah Hajj and Kamel o Assaad resigned in pratest on 5 April, and the
government won the mormﬁm by 30 votns 1o 1. The oaly vele -
i&iluﬂwmllwﬂr, Hashim Hmm

mmmmwmwm.ummm
mq‘wﬂummwammnmmmmm
American  Ambassador, Donald Heath, “insisted. on - saturation
rmummﬂmmpmmmmmm




Parliament to. protest President Chamoun's pro-Ameri . o
Eveland himsell carried out the financial transactions upon the insistence
of President Chameun, with the Presbdent himsslf luter distributing the
CIA slush funds™ .

The new electoral [sw, which increased the numi of deputies to 66,
was promulgated on 24 April. It Mlﬁﬂmnmﬂmmh
men and - divided Lebanon into twenty-seven eloctoral districts.™ The
Armenian mmwmmmmmmmm
one i Bousj Hemmoud. The Armenian Catholics were given & single seat -
in Beirut, i
comprised Museitbe, Masras, Ashrefich, Rmeil and Seifl, had 110,022
Orthodox and one Armeninn. Orthodox deputics. Constitueney 11, which
(comprised Mudawar, Marfas, Minet el Hosn, Ain Mraysé, Ras Beirut,
Zokak cl Blat and Bashurs, had 109,927 inhabitants and would ebect tveo
_memﬁ' 4

Tashnag party, a5 the new Caholicos of Cilicia. Afthough the Lebness,
new Catholicos, the Ramgavar Amdagan®™ and Huntchag™ parties, the

Veraznount Association,” and the anti- Tashnag Group of Indépendents,™
had annoanced officially that they would not reeagnize him as Catholicas,
The majority of members of the religious brotheshoad of the
Catholicossate of Cilica, 11 clergymen out of 19, who had refissed to
reongnize the Catholicossal election, met in the stery of Bikfiyya on
23 Tuly ammmmmmmmmmm
had been deposed “by  vote of no-confidence™ snd that they had elected
Archbishop Khat Archabahian as focum tenes in his stead.™ Visken I, the

Catholicos of All Armentans based in Erchmiadzin in Soviet Armenia
cabled Pﬁmmmliﬁwlmhmmwﬁm




of Archbithop Khat ns focum denens of the See of Gilicia," These sctions.
mmmw.wmmmmmmm
concemed.™
'A'MmmdBanMuhdemofdlkn
on 2 wmﬁ.hmwmhﬂ_umuwww*
Out of the 17 Armenian Orthodui churches in Lebanon, the opposition, led
by Archbishop Khat, controlled only three: two in Beirut snd the third in
Zahle, After the monastery of Bikfayya, the stronghold of the opposition,
was salzed on povernment orders from the follawers of Archbishop Khat
and handed over i the Catholicossate of Cilicis under Zareh I, Khat and
mmmmhmmhhmmﬂmm

Khat, his fellow clerics, the Ramgaver Azs und
Huntchag jes, the Vemznount Association, and the Growp of
. decid te themselves from the Catholicossate of

Cilizia. They informed the Lebanese Government on 12 October 1956 that
they had formed ‘the religious and civil councils of what they called the
Independent C ity of the Catholicossate of Cilicia with Archhishop
Khat uhm"nmm-mdwmmmmmnmum
mﬂh;g the formal runosaﬂﬁm ﬁﬁe‘m1wmw
mmwﬂhm

Soth, who ¢ P o :
1956, had previously bm the Itwqfnmh‘cuhupxuundhh
supporters. * Former. Minister Henri Ph an infh I Lek
politician, paid a visit fo Archbishop Khat and “the Civil Coancil of the
Independent Community” on 27 Desember 1956." The Prime Minister,
sccompanied by former President Alfred Nascache and former Minister
Mqumw:MMﬁmmhhmmw%
Civil Coangil of the Indepandent Community” on 30 December 1956,
About 3,000 supporters of Archbishop Khat were prmmgﬁuum
on the grourds of the Summer Palsce Hotel. The supporten of
lﬂ-uhmdlhm&mofmdﬁddmmmunmd:

Jocto recognition of their “independent™ ity. ™ However, Ar

N



Orthodax dmm Tﬁnb-ﬂ: and Dnr Knm-mwu-imw
1957, mmamummam:mmuzzmw
by Emile Tiyan, muwmmmnwhmmmuhm
wisit mm’nmm mmmum&a
mdup:udmmmhy" did ot have formal government recognition, ™

Meanwhile, on_ the: mﬂmﬁﬁﬁmmﬁrﬁumﬂm
12,000 mmﬁmmmmmuwmmnma:m
neighborhood of Hadjin, where mmwun;mwm
oppesed to the election of Zareh [, After the mass, Sheikh Alays, the Mufti
of the Republic, Yafi, Sdm&h—nlhlm.mmmm-ﬂ
other opposition figures visited Archbistiop Khatin Beit-Mery, ™ It was
spparent that the opposition was mmmhﬂbﬂwml

SUppOTiErs.

On 2-and 3 Februasy, incidenty accurred i the Khalil Bedewd region;
when two Archbishops from the rival Cilician” congregations, Khat and
Khioren, wanted to celebmate mass on the ssme day and at the same howr in
St. Haroutiun Church. By government arder the church was closed afier

m:wﬁmHmmmmww.

Amchbishop Khat, but they wore released afier a few daye.'” On 28 March,
MAWMHWM hhmmwhhlhmmmphh
the reasons behind the closure of the church.'™ Solh promi i o reply.
within .wmmmmm from February 1957
tx December 1963,

Reslizing that it would be impossible to get official recognition from
mmcm;mmpm.:mwmmn
Kountly, the President of Syria, for recognition since the Armenian
dioceses in that country were 2lso under the jurisdiction of the
mumdc;m“mmnmmqmumuw

Meanwhile both Tuhup and anti-Tashnags looked for opportunities



show that: enjoyed public support. mmmorsmmuu.
:?l.ni;m. mmhwﬁmtnm to Christianity,
mmwmmnummm1m

m v e Archbishop K Paroyan,
Mrmwm bymw:lohmmnzsmmm-
supporters of the Tashnag party, who had gathered at Khaldé International
Ai-pwihhububufﬂdm"

The anti-Tashnag front, on the other hand, held a “Pan-Armenian
Festival” under the patronage of Archbishop Khat at the Municipal
Stadiom on 22 April 1957, mwmmammm_
Antranik, Pagramian, Veraznount and Tekeyan-Baykar associations -

publishing a
weekly newspaper, W-Mmluﬁnbh).hhnmrylm The.
Ramgavar Azadagan duily, Zartomk, bogan to publish a weekly, Arabic-
langunge supplement, Al-Yagza, from April 1957. Deputy Tosbath and his.
friends, with the support of pro-Tashnag independents, founded in March
1957 the Haig Chub, with Dr. Karckin Tabourian as its president and Lucy
D. Tosbath, the deputy’s wife, as its secretary.”™ The official insuguration
of this new club took place umwar;l:ulmizAprﬂ l%?.hdm._

Ambasssdor mmmmumuumm
figures."™
After the promulgation of the electoral lmmu.ﬂ.pnl.huhﬂu

Government ond opposition tried to form lists of candidates from smong
Mrmmhdnwmmmuﬂwummmmm-



MWWIMIMMMMYI!!(RMWWM
the govemment's foreign policy) and the inclusion of both on the pro-
government, “official 17st."""™ However, no such agreoment materialized,

Thereafter, both Solh and Yafi tried to get the support of the Armenian
community. The Sofh govemment had already secured Tashnag backing
for the wmwumm"'ammamlm
approsched anti-Tashnag leaders and offered them on the “official list™
ane  Armenian Orthodox ‘seat out of the tomal four aliotted to the
Armenians,' Toshﬂ’:mmhmﬂmmuhwm

Solh's proposal. They argued that the Premicr’s “dreams™ about the
Armenian candidate might cause bis defeat a5 he would thus Joss the votes
of the Armenians of Rmeil and Ashrefieh. This implied that the Tashnags
would mmhmﬁrulﬂhﬂuﬂnsnam uudldm
proposed by the parties op d to them. The pApeTs d with
mmm&mmdmmitﬂﬁuum'“ﬂmh
Ramgavar  Azadagan  and Hmhu Iuh: turned . down Solr'a.
proposal.’™  They, together with other mii-‘l'uhu; Armenian
arganizations, had been mummﬂmmmnwm
recognition to their Independent Community,

As the Tashnags had habitually supported the Government, and after
the Ramgavars and the Hunichags had refused Solh's offer, the opposition
leaders mcdhmhwwonolhm‘hdwmﬁaud
organizations. The Ramgavar Azadagan and Huntchag parties expressed
readiness 1o join the opposition in retumn for assurances from the latter that
it would, after winning the elections, carry out the demands of the former
concerning the Armenian Church," The opposition leaders ngreed to this
precondition, and the Ramgavar Azadagan and Huntchag parties rallied to
its suppor.'*

On § May, Sabri Assali, the Prime Minjster of Syrin, informed
Archbishop Khat, in letter no. 1/1891, that the Syrian Govermnment “does
not. see sny Mk:nmhhmﬂlndewmwume
He also requested that the regulations of the community be sent for
consideration.'"”  The jubilant Zarromk and Ararad interpreted this letter as
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recognition hrs,&nnrmwmmmmm"“m 19 May,
-wmmmhummumum;mn
; endenl Catholicossate of Cilicia™ The Cathelicossste of Antelins
pul:lhhémd’ﬂ:m eommuniqué dated 10 May 1957 in Axfap and A4k,
declaring that the Syrian Premier's letier did not mean formal recognition
of the *indcpendent community.™

On 12 May, the opposition held a rafly st Tarik Jedidé, during which
Hamid Frangié, Ssch Salam, Hussoin Cwemi, Abdallsh Yafi, Abdallah
‘Hafj and Massim Majdalani addressed the crowd. An Armenien, snti-
Tashnag delegation, consisting of 3,000 persons, sttended this public
gatharing. WWMManIMWM
through which, they argued, Lbancse independence was maintained. **

Solh mmwunmlﬂhm.mm Drespite
his temporary sbsence from the political srena, the siate of emergency,
~which also included censorship of the press, was lifted by decree no.
15734 on 7 May. Another decree issued on the same day fived that the
mmumﬁmmﬁwm&mn:m 8o June 30. Tho
elections in Biirut would be held on 9 Junc and those in Bousj Hammoud
on 16 June.'”!

Solh retumed home aﬂnwm'_ﬁ.n{qhamﬂnﬂm
cars.™ Thereafler, the supporiers of the Govemnment intensified their
efforts 1o form a list. There bﬂhmmhmhmldmhm
Suuud Cmuﬂnmuy ofﬂmf.!lmwvu mﬁmhﬁmymm
ran against Yafi in the Fn-sti.‘:mlhnny

For mm&ﬁmﬁ;mmmmw._wmq

K r Khatehig

m :I ii m ol .l'“ Tkl N L T

on the Gmmlln'"mchuhnﬂhﬁﬂmmmb’fm
on Babikian.'™

The Maronits  seat o Soll’s pro-government st in the First

hmmmAhﬂHmmﬂn Tist was made

Oomrum;r
public on 15 May. It consisted of Sami Solb {Sunnite), Khalil Hibr
{Stnnite), - Alfred Naccsche (Maronits), Ghassan Tisen (Creck Orthotor)




mad Khatchig Babikisn (Armeninn Orthodax).™ Three diys later,
howsver, the National Bloc announced the candidature of Piorre Eddé for
the Murenite: seat in the First Constituency.™™ On 19 May, Naccache
-attended & public rally in support of Solh's Hee, hebd in Ras of Nabeh, '™
Babikion addressed. this gathering in m‘“mdmlnr.m
i was announced that Eddé had replaced Neccachs on Solh's list'*
Thereupan, MNaccsche dotlared that he would continee hiz eloctomi
_campaign a5 an independent candidute: -and idded that “the drama of the
legislative elections of 1947 seems 1o be repeating itself™ However,
- Maccache later on withdrew his mamluwm
Despite initial rumars that Der Kaloustian, the Tashnag candidste,
would run in the First Constituency with Saf, ™ be eventually joined the
safor Mekkaoai ist in the Second Constituency.™ As for the Armenian
Catholic seat in this constituency, the Phalangist party hnd alresdy put
forward the candidsture of Jeseph Chader.'™ Solh eventually announced
the m»{-mmmhmwmmmm It
included Jemil Mekkaoui (Sunnite), Faouzi Hoss (Sunnite), Rashid
Bevdoun (Shiite), Mavses Der mmmmwmyw
‘Chader {Armenian Catholic), and Chafik Nassif (Minorities).”™
Majdalani, tried 1o complete their rival list in the First Constituency with
the addition of Maronite and A Orthedox candidnges. Louis Ziadé,
& former deputy. would eventually run as the Maronite candidate.™

As for the Armenion seat, since the anti- Tashnag Independents wers
initially reluctant to mmmmwwﬂnm
with contenders of their own, the Ramgavar Azadagen and Hontchag
pirties decided to put forward on the opposition lisis in Beinut candidates
from thelr respective party reks.™ Archbishop Khat received visits in

Beit-Mery from oppasition lesders Abdallah Halj {on 15 May), as well as
Abdallah Mashnouk, Sheikh Yamout and mesmbers  of the Moslem

a1



WCDI.WH {on WMIIIHMWHMWW&:
Independent Community, which the opponanis of the election of Zarch |
were hoping to ‘st up in Lebanon and Syria.”™ At noon on 22 Muy, Yaf,
Salam, Majdalani and Zladé met Hratchia Sctrakian, the Chalnman of the
Lebanon Disirict Committee of the Ramgavar Azadagan party, who -
doclred that the Ramgavars would cppose Solh’s list in the First
Canstituency.”” The group of anti-Tashaag Independent Armeniang soon
changed their pocition, howeves, Mmmnﬂw-mﬂ
their own and to cover all electonl expenses. ~ on candition that their
candidate, Hraichiz Chamlian, replrce Sctrakian, the presumed Ramgavar
candidate, on the opposition list in the First Constituency. Thereafter,
Setrakian wwmﬁmhmhma{Mmum.
consolidate mmmmum&w Front™ This withdrewal
" cased some discontent, however, mmﬂhwmw
the Ramgavar party, dospite mmmmmmnumh
announced Setrakian's candidature® On 24 May, Zarfonk and Ararod
announced that the Central Electornl Commities of the snti-Tashneg
mmmr,mmmmmmmm
First Conslituoncy; mmmmnmwmm
Second Constituoncy; and Nokhoudian, for the Constituency of Bowrj
H s:.u

Thus; the oppuhionliljlﬂuﬁm‘(hrm of Abdallnh
Yafi (Sunnite), Sach mmh&.mww
Orthodex), Loufs: Ziadé (Maroniie), and F Chambian (Armeni
Ontboitox); while the cpposition list in the Second Constituency camprised
Abdallah Machnouk (Sunnite), Rafik Naja (Sunnite), Mobammed Ali Rex
(Shiite), Mazareth Gharibian (Armenisn mew
(Amenian Catholic), and Farid Jebran (Minorities).' @

Onﬂﬁm:m Tushnags, from the Djagadamard Club, who

the party leaderchip, visited Yafi and Salam in s convoy of 30
eu:, led by Souren M. Azirlan, and announced that, bocauss of the illegal
and dictatorial | conduct of the Tashnag leaders, they had broken swey and
formed their ‘own independent club, which would support the
oppasition, "




Aﬂwﬂwmﬂllﬂs had been formed, public rallies were organized o
gamner support for the opposing camps., -:mzsm for example, in the -
Museitbe quarter in Beirut. the pro-government and opposition lists held
paralic] pulﬁnc lem‘np only 200 meters apart from one anather. Yafi,
“Mashiouk and addressed  the opposition mlly. Chamlian
defended, ww—uuram_mm'wmwam of the
opposition National Front™

‘The epposition demanded the formation of & neutral govemment price
to the election."!” Zartonk wrote in an editorial entitled “For Free and
(5 tic Elections™ that bers: of the gon with the
excepdion ufom. m-ltmdmmdihuﬂmmmdhuh
evidence that the Mmﬁnmdﬁqﬁwmbymw
to secure the success of their candidstes.™ On 27 May, the opposition
cabled President Chamoun, demending the resignation of Solh’s cabinct
within- 48 hours and the formation of a neutral government.™” Solh replied
that his. govemment was neotral and that be had no imtention of

N ir“-ll. .

Mﬁmula. the leader of the apposition list in the Second Constituency,

attacked Chamoun in. his newspaper, Beirwr al-Masza, upon which the
Govemment issued 2n arrest warmant against Mashnouk. The o
declarcd, in retalintion, that Mashnouk had spoken in the name of the
Mational Front and had expressed its views and that they all shared this
stance and d collective responsibility.'” As the President had
refused by now its demand for the formation of & neutral cabinet, the
opposition now  called for a general strike and a demonstration to demand
the resignation of the Solh povernment, so that chections eould take place
“in an "unbiased™ atmosphere."*

O 30 May, despite a government ban on public gatherings, the
oppasition’s demonstration mareh was held, heading from Museitbe. The
constabubary intervened at 9:30 a.m. when the demonstrators, led by Yafi,

Salam, Hamedé, Mldmnk. Ahmied ol Azsand and cther opposition

did began de the ceater of Beirut. The police
wﬁﬂummmm isp Eight - p were
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tnuﬂammlmmmmmmm
demonstrators, in mwmmmmm

detained.™ Among mwmmmmwﬂnm

mmummmm'?

The Government wmmwumuawfm
by inciting the. mab to seize control of administrative buildings. The
oppusition, which officially called itsolf the National Union Front,
clainied, however, that it had Intended to profest "peacefully” against the
electoral tactics and forslgn policy of the Government,'” On 1 June, Solh
sccosed the opposition of using Syrinn, Palestinian and other
umwwmbhhhw He . claimed that thers wors
many Syrinns and two members of the Syrian Deuxiéme Bureauy (Army
Intelligence) among the detsinees. On 2 June, the sniry of il Egyptian
newspapE mdgui’ndiuﬁfnluiﬂhmmwmbmhndbymml
onder.™

mmmmmmwmmmmuhm

in froe electi had begun ARy P
mwnumummm anwm
I.m w‘ i r pagp i J]mw“
auulmﬁwprhn

Amummmmmmnmmmmmmm
internal crisis- of Lebasion, and that their attitude showed that they wanted
to be a factor striving for poace. If Armenians wers participating in tho

of lists that ws betause of purely electoral concems. Azfay added
that this fact was known to their opponents, but, &s the latber were sure of
thelr forthcoming defeat, they were trying to exploit the events so as to
make the Tashnags lose face and sppear as snspicious elements."” The

et day, Aziag continued:
It ks - mot our task 1o play the role of opposition or to gn to extremes
. and participate in activities aimed st overthrowing the gevernment. All
these can only harm our community and destroy our reputation of
trustworthiness schieved through years of faithful work'*'



At this Juncture, former President Bishara. Khoury, followed by the
domestic and the foreiga policies of the g .00 3 Juno, two
newtral ministers, Dr. Joseph Hitti and Mohwmmed Ali Beyhum, wers
apperinted by decree. In a second decre ", all seourity messures taken during
the perind of the election, whother by the army, police or the constl
were declared to be subject to. the final authority of General Chehab,
whose impartiality was aceepted by all. Maorcover, a Commission of
Four wis formed, composed of ministers Hit, B yhurm, Majid Arslan and
Mobiammed Sabra, o examine all co plaints regarding the elections. !
Thereafler, the opposition called off the general strike.' Chamiian and
fellow prisonens were roleased ased at 4:30 p.m on 3 June!

On & June, Yafi, Salam, Majdalani, Ziadé and Chamlinn contested
before the Commission  of Four the right of Babikisn to submit his
candidature on the grounds that heand his futher had received Lebanese
citizenship by decree only on 21 Newember 1953 The opposition
candidates challenged Babikian's claims that he had boon a Turkish citizen
and had settled in Lebanon on 30 August Imwlﬁdtmlﬂmhhmm
become a Let citizen according to the stipulations of the Treaty of
Lausanne. ‘The opposition candidates stated that Babikinn was. bom in
Cyprus in 1922 and had come to Beirut from Paris in 1929 and that his
father had been an Talian citizen. Their compliint added that the French
mandatary autharities - had imprisoned Babilkian as an ftalian from 1940 to
1941, i.e. during the Second World War; that Babikian had an ltslizn
Wwwﬂwlwhﬂ'ﬁnﬁmhﬁmmigﬂpﬂlﬂluﬂh
he was registered at the Bar as an ftalian, The opposition candidates
demanded that Blbitim'p, candidatune be rejected ns the decizion of the
Mem court o grat him Lebancse citizenship was illegal’™ The
Commission of Four examined the complaint. Babikian argued that the
decigion of the Men court could nat be contested on legal grounds. The
Commission fourd that,. since this complaint was strictly legal, passing

Jjudgment on this jssue was not within its competence, ™
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The Hunichags also lodged u protest and demanded from the
Commission of Four to retar to their original locations fourteen polling
centers. MMMMMNMMmm:ﬁM
mmmmmnm"'

MWNMWMMWMWW
Gamal Abdel Masser and his policies of positive ncutrality and Arah
nationalism, during the uwmmmmaimmlud
foreign policies of the G ment. The opposits oived support from
the Egyptian, Syrinn and SM'H! pross lnd ndio.“'nnﬂmmlnh
Lebanon wers bitterly nppnnd wmsmm»mm
‘hmlabmnﬁmmdm"‘wwsmmmmmm

joyed the full support of Presid C&m-ndﬂuwmm
MthaMMdmmhmwwW
lttle effort to disguise its support for Soth™'* Just one day before the
clections, the United States had flown to Lebanon from West Germany:
four aircrafl, containing 37 joeps and 12 recoilless rifles that could be
Mmmuhhﬁwdmﬂmmmﬂwm
under the terms of the Eisonhower Doctrine. That same day, the Arabic
language broadcast of Radio M opined that the arrival of arms on
the eve of clections was part of an “outrageous game™ being played by
Amgdclndiplomuy . _ o u

Although  the Armenian community was “fecling the impact of strained
t-nuen‘ fessional refations in Lebanon,”"! the struggle within - the

community centered on the ongoing Armenian Church crisis and the
idoolosml feud bqwmhoTﬂwnﬂMwOnlymw

Harateh campaigned on issues related to interational politics, in addition
o the Armeniazn Church dispute. Zartonk, on the other hand, wrote that the

were ot pwhhﬁmwdﬁrmgmhnr
the Armenian church and “who have divided our community
into mmmmﬁmmnum!mmm“whhm
detrimental policy.”™ Ararad wrote that, by voting for the opposition
candidates, the electors would leave cpportunists out of the Lebanese
Parlisment, secure the enity of the Armenian Church and liberate the latter




fram destructive elements. This would afso realize Lobanese naticnal unity
under -the glorious flag of Lebanoa.™ The Lebanese Armenian Rally
Mmﬂ that the Mational Fmrltmllwal pasiner and the chempion of
breakable bratherhood of Armenians and Arabs. [t further stated that
un Front had attracted the most powerful snd qualified people, devoted to
the supreme interests of Lebanon and to the defense of the nations] and
mhulﬂh}ﬂmsngﬂhsm'" =
On 6 June. the Lebancse Armenian Rally arganized a public gathering
at the Sahagian playing field to honor the opposition list in the Second
Canstituency. 10,000 people, including the opposition candidates of both
constitucncies in - Bein,  wers present. Jirmyr Mayir, Gharitiian,
m{mMLYﬂMNWMMW
Salamn reportedly declared  that this time they did not want the Armenians
tn have an ineffoctive deputy in Parliament and that they would not permit
the eventunl division of the Armenian Church, Mashnouk declared tha the
mjmmmhﬂw Armenian Church would be repaired.”

Om the other hand, Azrag wrote that the efforts end the sim of Armenian
voters must be geared towards securing the success of the candidates on
the pro-government lists; it was o sacred duty to ses thut these forces, who
would guarantee the independence and freedom of Lebanon “in thess
days,” become the legitimate leaders of the country. '™

During _the pre-election ign. Ararad published i translstion of an
article’ published ﬁg}mliyhﬁwﬁnmum%w”
May 1957, entitled “The Tashnags Are a Danger for Armenians and Arbs
a1 They mmumardmwmwmmum*mm
published & series of articles revealing and then bitterky criticizing the
decisions of the 16th General Mesting of the Tashnag party held in Cairo
“in1985."

Yeghia Nadjarien, the editor of Toshath's Ayk, published s sharp
rebake, denying the charges made by Al-Sarkha and revealing, in tum, that
the. ultra-secret Tashnag document published by drorad on 12 Oclober
19355 had mmww&umm“nnmmmm
published . in Zarromk on tﬁmwws&mdumummmm
of editorials in the same néwspaper from 25 October to 15 Movember




lvss.'ne document réferred to the 16th General Moeting of the Tashnag
party, the party’s panicipation in the anti-Soviet Paris Bloc, the
. m“é.mmwmlmwmmmmmm
di

thie document ot the time as “without foundation™ and “imaginary.”
Nadjarian based his claims on some documents provided by Jean Touma
T sian), Healso ‘MHHWMMM;WMW

u'mlln"' Ararad  denied all thisse charges and mmnmm

Wm“h‘hﬁmd’w“

Aziag and Apk argued that forcign redio broadcasts in the Ammenian
Innguage from Yerevan, the capital of Soviet Anmenia, were tantamount to
interforence in mammwubmu'nmwm
described Der Kaloustinn and Tesbath as “enemics of the Arab p
and imperialist agents.” mhmmmmmmm
candidates’ lists had been labeled “reactionary and tools of the
colonialists.” The broadcasts had also _wdp:qﬂommﬂ:rlh

“progressive candidsles” Am?“Mmﬂm'“
Aztag concluded that the opposition candidates “enjoyed the total
confidence mdmmuo?ﬂuﬂuummm"“%mﬂu
m;wmmm-mwmmz«m
had replied that “the anti-Tashpag front hed nothing to do with
Communists. """

Hagop Kbren Tahan, who had carlier submitted his candidature as an
independent in the First Constituency of Beind, withdrew in favor of
Babikian mﬁlum“hwﬂmmwwmmm
Naccache, Toufic al-Masri (all from the First Constituency) and Anis el
Saghir, Abdallah Hajj, Malik Kanbar and Hlﬂ”lﬂ]i(ﬁuﬂw

Constituency)  also ﬁmwrud‘m'“mﬁJmmm
M Dr. Melkon Hairabedian, Chairman of the Compatriotic Union of
Adana, nppealed to all his compatriots to vote for Babikian, whose family
‘was also originally from Adana.'™

After these withdrawals, there mmedmmﬁwmdnﬁnnmirg
independently. He was Antoine Tabet, the former President of the Trade

6



Union of Enginesrs and the candidite of th of the pro-Comimunist Partisans of
“Peace. He was ranning ﬁrmmminmrwwmw'
Beint' The Armenian beanch of the Lehaness Commimnist party
organized & public rally to honor Tabet at 5:30 punn on bay 26 inthe
Khalil Bedewi quarter. The speakers, Dr. Haroutiun Latchinian and Kamig
Attarizn, invited the 800 participants to vote for Tabet and the snti-
Tastinag mmm“wmmnm«r
electoral fraud. 1t quoted from another newspaper, As-Sayvad, that 14,000
'mwmhmmﬂnwmmmomeMcww
This probably referred to the retained identity cards of
lﬁo;\mm wivo had repatristed 1o Armenia from Lebanon in 1946-47.
Haratch asked whether this sct was the reason why the Government had
Mmuwmmmwmmww"

The situation inside the Armenisn quarters was very tense before the
elections, On 7 June, Taros Tehiftdjien, n 26 year-old member of the
Tashnag party, was shot desd in front of his house in Bour) Hammoud,
during a quamel nbout sticking photos of candidates on the walls. ™ Asiog
claimed that the assassing were members of the Huntchag party,"™"

General Mmdimhfmlhnhnlmmuhumw
charged with maintaining order and not with controlling the electornl
process. "

The elections of Beinet were held from 7am. to5 pm. an Sunday, 3
June. They pmnndad in & calm but tense atmosphere, The exception was
the Armenian quarters, where bloodshed occurred. Torenty “leflists” were
l'rmﬂmpnllmgmm

‘Ot of the 74,944 eligible voters, about 34,500 (i.e. 48%) participated
in the meﬁsnmﬂhwmfﬂnﬂ,ﬂﬂdwmm
m;nmmuwmmhuwwsmmmm“

_ The ballets were counted at the City Hall. The resulis of the Second
Constituency were released at 10 mltwmmd-halmu’g«
that the checking udm:gnrh.!rwmhl?m

continue in & mumwm thwﬁwbmpmhhadduﬂu
ition list was. | mwlmwwm

FF
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in that constitvency. The official results of the First Constituency wers
released only at 5:30 am. on lﬂm""
mmm-mummmmmm Beirut,
Saemi Sofh received 19,092 volos; Khaichig Babikian, 18,038; Khalfl Hibrd,
17,907, Pierre Eddé, 17,560; Nassim Mujdslani, 16,567, Hrstchia
Chamlian, 16,341; Abdallzh Yafi, 16,270; Sach Salam, 15,725 Ghassan
Tuani, 15421 Antoine Tabet, | 1,052; Louis Ziadé, 4,998; William Haoui,
2.579; mwmm Joseph  Hayek, 217, In the Second
of Beirut, Rashid Beydoun received 17,065 votes: Joseph
Chader, 16,670; Movses Der Kaloustian, 15,611 Jmummm.mos-
Challk Nussif, 14471, Foouzi Hoss, 13.803; Noubar Tumuﬂnm
11.737; Abdallsh Mashnouk, 11,63%; Muzsreth Gharibisn, 11,198; Farid
Jebran, 10,923; Mohammed Al Rez, 10,309, Raftk Naja, 9,574, Adib
Kaddours, 3,398; lemil Atiié, B55; mammaﬁﬂm
525; + and Moureddine Mudawar, 1817

Hurﬂuloftlw pro-government lists in both conatituencies wers thus
all elected, muwmammemcﬂ*MM

Groek Orthodos seat, A b ofﬁehlmmiﬂ(:wnnmhnof?m
declared that they had registered 0o complaints.

After the clections, the opposition Mational Front challenged the
published results and alleged irregulsrities during the counting process,
The apposition claimed that, at 11 pam,, when votes in |45 out of the 204
mmmmmmmmwﬂmm

ed that the opy was ahead  of the pro-gavemment list with

from additionsl boxes were not anmounced. A meefing had taken plnce,
lnsting two hours, while the official radic announced at midnight that the
results ofﬂnﬁmﬂonaiuwmldbomwdmhmgﬂrm
Junc'™ On 11 June, Yafi declared that the National Froot had lost the
kegislative elections in Beinit only because of “forgery and mtrigue.” On
17 June, Salam said that “no other election in Lebanon had been
mmp_-‘ihd by w.mmmdmmﬁ"onz:m.



forgery,"™
The pro-Ci didate Tubet di in tum, that in the
-special caze of the Nahr quarter, the Tashnags had provoked

Zartonk wrote that the elections were charscterized in the Armenian
qumbymmhrﬂinmtmofwTumm.
{m below): the miﬂwufhmmufﬁmﬂ%mm

t from the electoral lists; the partislity of the suthorities towards
ﬂmMnlp,hd\ﬂtdﬂpﬂomofpolwmﬁnnmnp
Hadjin to Karantina, withoutany reason or justification; the arrost by the -

commitiees of the Lebanese Armentan Rally; the barring of all routes from
Bourj Hammoud o Belrut by Tashaags — with the imefatable connivence

Fromt would continue ity struggle for mdqhneufhw.ju{uudm
supreme mﬂm"mmmmmw
the Sou: Mﬂt M declined lnshehnp!mm:mm:l cahinet to

1ix it had b that the gow was

.mﬁnﬂmbzmmngplqﬁnm,

All the opposition papers reported the murder of Krikor Vriznessian
and the brothers Bedros and Levon Kdjoyan at noon on election day in
front -of  the Communist Pagramian Club by machine gun bullets “fired by
Tashnag gunmen in speeding cars.™* Zartonk, added that these murders
had caused hundreds of anti-Tashnag voters to stay in their homes and
refrain from voting”™ The funeral of the first two victims, who had died
instantly, was held at the St Kevork Church in Hadjin on 10 June in the
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cars, cach followed by o jeep of five soldiers, and two groups each of
policemen and eonstabulary. | ok, the Rev, Knel Dieredjian, Hrant

. Garg Sorrafisn and Kamig Attarian the moarmens
mnmm"i"

momrmd from voters' lists. Sﬂ'l:!jﬂr'fﬂlm hﬁ#lﬁmu
misch_as five times on polling day, profiting from the absence of photos on
the . identity cards. The shift of polling centers from Hedjin to Tashnag
clubs was imjust, snd hundreds of demonstrators arrested oo 30 May were
still i prison.™ Belrut al-Mass wrots that not a single Jew had voted for
mmlmummmmeummmm
it was impossible to approach the polling centers in Nahr because of
Tashnaag “terror.” Mashnouk's prowies could not attend the counting of
voles. in 'Mlhr,-"f Ylﬂ'ldfmmmmpwmu{mm,
of Ammeninn voters were omited from the lists and that the Tashnags.
mmmm«m“mwgmwm
Prnm-l{m'& Conssitutional wmmﬂhloo llhpdfn.ud,
reiterating reports that, &t 10 par, on 9 June, the opposition had an
ndvantage of 1-4 thoussnd votes in the First . Thereafter, a.

two mwmmmmnﬁkwbmmwmm
results wiould be-broadeast the next day.™ In response, the Government

took legal action against both Al-Diar and Telegraph™™®
Astag, on the wmmmmmmmwm

calm and had been held “in an of ab

Mhahﬂmﬁmﬂﬂmh%ﬂ.kmmudﬂn




Catholicossate of Cilicia and its head """ Commenting on the remarks made

their opponents, ﬂt‘rnhnqw that i oppancALs
ﬂ he courage and huwwbw mhmmmnr?m-ma
their weakness." dyk wrote that ils Armenian oppofents were defeated by
mammdmuwm paration from the Catholi of
Cilicia™ Zarionk's odfbﬁd replied that during both the Catholicossal
clections of 1956 and the ludnhﬂnnhﬂhnsol’lﬁ?lhhw

‘uithorities in Leb had. desired the ; Az the
Mm.y-_mlﬁnlrgmm{“

L'Orlent, Le Salr, Aw-Nahar, ALBeyrak, AlJarida, Al-Amel snd al
‘independent Le Jour reported that the elections were held in an atmosphere
of calm, Iihll'lymd: discipline, with the Pl ol'ln'muitlmdm,-

mmmmmwmew, wwitheut any gravity, " The
Phalangist leader Gemayel snd National Bloc feader Bddé described the
elections ax-normal. Gemayel, however, stressed the immenaity of vote-
lﬂ}'lﬂa“'

After Ihdm Mnmw“s Arabic  longuage broadcasts hed descrited the
Leby a5 u political conflict between pro-Western
clements Iml those ﬁh’wmg positive peutralism and friendship with the
ather Amb countries, Foreign Minister Malik alleged that, the “parties

the government's foreign policy wers under Sovict influence.”
On 11 June, the Saviet embassy in Beinst handed a note from the Soviet
Fareign Ministry 10 the l.ahum Fareign Ministry, stressing that it had
not hwmmﬁuw infhs b political groupings during the
legislative elections.™™ On 24 Jmhmmﬂnmmmﬂndm

this note, accusing the Soviets of “regretiable interference in the
Lebanon's private affairs” The Lebanese Foreign Ministry pointed out
that the Soviet broadeasts had slieged that the Lebaness people did not

support the foreign policy of its government 7%

As for the election of the Armenian Orthodex deputy from the
comstituency of Bourj Hammoud, there was hardly any sericus campaign.
Mwmlhuﬁnmhndwmd Humtehag newspapers had
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Hhmuhmutwm’“w
wmmmor.mnﬂq-gm He also enjayed the
support of the Phalangists, the Syrian Social Nationalist Party and the
Naional Bloc,”' but was confronied with what he termed “local
T

AL miidnight on 12 June, Nokhoudinm, the eandidate of the Lebancss
Armonian Rally for wummmmmwmm
Lebanese Armenizn National ubmmmmmﬁmﬂu

candidature of Nokhoudian, taking into considerstion the tense stmosphere
caused by the. bloody incidents of 9 June when infocent Ammenian volers

as he had no other competitor.™
constitvency of Bourj Hemmoud were wrongly drawn; the murderers of 9
June wero and as-the had ot aflowed the

PHW who *elected him,” an implicit reference to President Chamoun™

Ararad explained that the partiality of the government gnd the criminal
atmosphere in the Armenian quarters had forced Nokhoudian to withdraw
his mm”’mmmd-mmmwmum

withdrawn i3 8 consequence of the serious defest of the two candidates of
the Lebanese Armenian Mbhﬂamlnmﬁmmmm

m .



ﬁ.’m-m-'-w;@_.'mmg Armenian people wes complets with the slection of
Dikran Tosbath,™*

Aﬁrhnhﬁwhmmwm{humuhuj
whiich had resulted in a total victory for all pro~government candidates, Hrmd}_
two neutral mmmmwnﬁmmmmwmuw
the apprehensions. of the National Front, both resigned, ™ They addressed
.mrmmmms@nmuﬂwmmm
held, from the adminisirative viewpoint, in a preciss and correct manner,
“the tumﬂunu-plmudmhmplhmm'mmmw
ta continie with their mission. ™

Salam MWNZJnh’MMWHﬂmeth
only the 1957 legisk Wene lled, the slectornl law wes
-medified and mmmmmuwmmn balanced fareign
policy of Lebanon.™! WMWMmmﬁc

tension immwnwummmﬂmﬂmm:mﬂ

Within the Armenian comminity the situation deterioeated too in the
wake of the legislative elections. In August 1957, the General Assembly of
the Religious Bratherhicod of the Catholicossate 'of Cilicia, which had
admitted new members after the ordination of seven colibate priests,
afficialiy expelied Archbishop Khat, two ather bishaps, and eight cefibate
priests, whe had sil failed to recognize the fegality of the election and
comsecration of Zarch 1. Occaslonal vendettns were also registered. In
September, Jirmyr Madaghdjian, & person of anti-Tashnag convictions, was
murdered, allegedly by Tashnags. Thess persistent Armenian rivalries'
pushed both camps within the community to participate actively in the
Labanese Civil War of 1958.

CONCLLSION f -
During the elections of 1953, P Ch demnnded from
Tosbath, the independent deputy elected in 1951 against the Tashnag

candidate Vahan Pqnun. that he now be the candidate of the Tashnags
and, if possible, simultanecusly of the non-Tashnags. The Tashnags
acceptod Tosbath az their candidate; They said that their acceptance was
based on  realism and “sacrificing party interests.” Despite Tosbath's
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ciforts, the anti-Thshage refused to acoept him s their candidate, and

hence: lost an opportunity o be represented, albeit concomitantly, in the

Lehanese Parliament for a long time. During the mext four logislative

elections in Lob thie Tashnay candbdstes would win all the Armeninn

seats on offer, and the other Armenian parties would ot securs any
ithar singularty or jointhy.

The legislative elections of 1957 1ok place in an intense Cold War
mmmmmmmmmmumm
m'—" these elestions in Leb d;yﬁmmnmm

5 o % T
m that “in tho nmme of fighting Communism and Arab
naticnatism, both suspect to John Foster Dulies, Scoretary of State, and his
brother Allen, the CIA Director, the CIA financed the 1957 Lebanese
legisltive elections.™" Eveland personally caried out the financial

with the Lebanssa president. In 1976, William Colby, then the
ClA Director, testified bofors Congress that “the agency had provided
arms and money to the Phalangios and the Armenian Tashnag pasty in the
1950°s. Those CIA activilies were part of & Cold War policy of using pro-
wmnhnrﬂmhdwuwwﬂ"

Whatever the truth, the 1957 slections further consolidnted Tashnag
power within the  Armmenian community sis, just ae in 1953, o/l candidates
nominated by the party were elected degutics in Parlfament.

The I95?Mmmbﬁldlytwd‘.ﬂmm whose brother,
Pierre, had  been elecied mhwm]innfmm
Minister Solh, said years lnter that “the rigged eloctions of 1957 were one
reason behind the eivil strife. of 1958 and crish of Chamaun."™ The

Armenian community was aleo involved in the civil strife of 1958 for
remsons arising from 1nh-6mm|.!ma1 disagreements which had started in
1956 and  had eontinued during the legiclative election campalgn of 1957,
s well as the anti-Chamoun resentment ameng the anti-Tashnag parties.
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