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THE ORIGINS OF THE WESTERN ARMENIAN
SHORT STORY

VAHE OSHAGAN

The Renaissance of Western Armenian letters sets in around
1840 in Smyrna and within 10 years the first crude form of
the short story make their appearance in the works of Mkhitarist
monks in Vienna. Gradually the spirit of European realism per-
meates Armenian literature through translations and through
people like Deroyents, Vartan Pasha, Voskan, Svadjian. These
men and other intellectuals — Odian, Hissarian, Haigouni, Mis-
sakian ete. help forge a new literary language which serves as
vehicle for the growth of the short story. At this juncture lite-
rature has an essentially practical function and is used as wea-
pon in social, religious and political conflicts. All the men of let-
ters try their hands at the story — first it is Hissarian, followed
by Odian, Missakian, Voskan, all in the 1850s, but they lack the
sense of the genre. The best tentatives are finally those of the
satirical writers Svadjian and Ayvazian, together with the sen-
timentalist Haigouni, who develop a literary hero, a realism of
characterisation and dialogue that set the mark on the times.
By the 1870s, the genre has acquired a certain identity of its
own,






