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THE PROBLEM OF FREEDOM IN
LEVON SHANT'S PLAY, '‘THE CHAINED ONE’
(Summary)

VACHAGAN GRIGORIAN

Levon Shant’s play, “The Chained One’ (Shghtaivatse) was written in 1918,
under the impact of the two Russian Revolutions of 1917. The play takes place
in the medieval Armenian capital, Ani, in the 12th century AD. The Armenian
prince, Pahlavuni, leading the Armenian masses of the city, brings down the
Turkish emir. The political upheaval continues, however, after the expulsion of
the foreign ruler. Many of the participants of the revolt, especially those from the
lower classes, attempt to continue the struggle to attain social justice. Prince
Pahlavuni feels obliged to use force to end the chaos and restore order. Shant
uses two different versions of the ancient Armenian myth of Artavazd, mention-
ed in Classical Armenian literature, to symbolize two contradictory understand-
ings of freedom. The playwright's conclusion is that the concept of freedom can
only be realized when future generations can overcome their instincts to rule
over and control others. The author of this article draws parallels between
Shant’s play and Les aubes by the Belgian writer, Emile Verhaeren.
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