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TWO UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS
ON THE 1920 TRAGEDY IN MARASH
(Summary)
VARTY KESHISHIAN

The author publishes for the first time - with an introduction and annotations -
two unpublished documents describing the withdrawal of French troops from the
city of Marash in Cilicia in early 1920, the capture of the city by the Turkish
Nationalist forces of Mustafa Kemal, and the massacre and flight of the local
Armenian population. The first document was written by Nishan Saatjian in late
February 1920, after he had taken refuge in Aleppo. It gives a detailed chrono-
logical description of events in Marash and the disastrous flight of the Armenian
refugees between 21 January and 21 February 1920. The second document was
again written in Aleppo on 23 August 1920, It is signed by Saatjian and five
other Armenian notables from Marash. Based on reports the signatories had
recetved from their home town, the document describes the difficulties faced by

those Armenians who had stayed in Marash after it had been taken over by the
Turkish Nationalists.
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