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ARMENIANS IN BUENOS AIRES
(1909-1920)
{Summary)
VARTAN MATIOSSIAN

The study is an attempt at reconstructing the settlement of Armenians in
Buenos Aires during the 1910s; when the community was actually taking shape.
The Daily life of the immigrants forced them to create institutions which would
help in their process of adjustment to the new country and also be helpful to their
families and birthplaces.,

By 1914, the number of Armenians in Buenos Aires was estimated at 2.000.
This number dwindled during WWI due to the economic crisis of Argentina, and
half of the Armenian population is said to have migrated to the United States or
France. Some 150 Armenians also volunteered for the French army and later for the
Armerian Legion. Community life came almost to a standstill during the 1916-
1917 internal crisis. In 1918, the foundation of the Argentinean branch of the
Armenian National Union of America provided motivation for the reunification of
the community and pooled quite scarce resources to help the Armenian Cause and
the fledgling Republic of Armenia. Another quarrel between partisan and non-
partisan members of the Armenian National Union ended with the collapse of this

organization by the end of 1920, which opened a new page in the organization of
the community.
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