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REFLECTION

Haigazian Armenological Review volume XVI differs
from its previous publications by its unique nature, since it is
dedicated to the 150th anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical
Church,

With its mission to internally revive the Armenian
National Church, the Armenian Evangelical Movement has
done a gratifying job in the midst of its people, specially in the
educational and the spiritual areas.

There has been not a single church in the Christian
World, that through the centuries has remained united in its
faith and the union of its sees. The case is the same with the
Armenian Church. A regrettable fact, but a fact all the same.

Movements like the Armenian Evangelical Church
manifest themselves when leaders who have been attentive
since then lose interest. Though they still carry the torch of
truth, they keep it concealed because God's message has
become commonplace to them.

If these movements are not inspired by God,in time,
they lose momentum and die out. But if they are Godly, they
serve God’s message with inspired work.



Those movements which like the Armenian Evangelical
Church are born in the bosom of the Armenian Church, will
return to it, after accomplishing their mission. Like a
boomerang.

The historic jubilee of the Armenian Evangelical
Church is a retrospective of its past accomplishments, an analy-
sis of its present and an undertaking about its future prospects.
In one word, it is a brilliant assertion of its 150th existence.
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THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
AT THE DAWN OF THE XXI CENTURY

(SUMMARY)

REV. BARKEV N. DARAKJIAN

A series of three lectures delivered in March 1996, at the Haigazian University,
on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the foundation of the Armenian Evangeli-
¢al Church. The article discusses at lenght and analyzes minutely the process and the
long journcy the Evangelical Movement took since its conception in 1846. The ar-
ticle presents not only the various phases of the movement but also endeavours to
portray both the positive and negative ways taken both by the Fathers of the Anmenian
Apostolic Church and the Founding Fathers of the Armenian Evangelical Church
(the latter were known as the Barepashtakans) and concludes that if the early Church
Fathers had shown some understanding, most probably renovation would be pro-
duced in the Armenian Church, an evangelical spirit would prevail, a new evange-
lism would be achieved in the Armenian people as a whole, no liberty would be left to
the western missionaries to interfere in the Armenian church and religious affairs,
and no separation would be produced in the bosom of the Armenian Mother Church.
Yet inspite of all these, taking the present conditions into account, especially in the
west, which endanger the Armenian national identity, the loss the Armenians are
facing day in and day out, the religious and cultural pounding imperilling even the
core of both the Armenian Apostolic Church and the different Armenian Evangelical
churches, though the latter is somewhat loosely bound together through their respec-
tive Unions, the Armenian entity as such, Apostolic or Evangelical, is facing threats
from all sides, and hence, il is time now to come together with love and ecumenical
spirit and understanding, minimize the differences which have existed and lasted so
long, reach a sincere concord based on renovation, reform and evangelization of the
church and strike an irrefutable agreement 1o once more establish the idea of one
people, one nation and one church.

This reunion of the separated factions for so many decades is not an impossibil-
ity to overcome given that the two sides, the Armenian Apostolic and the Armenian
Evangelical churches, are now mature enough and serious to reckon the facts and the
reality, and are aware of the needs of the Armenian Church as a whole. The endeavour
towards the reunification of the factions fallen apart of the Armenian national and
religious entity is a must now and should imperatively continue to bring forth the
desired end.
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THE FAITH AND PRACTICE OF
THE ARMENIAN
EVANGELICAL CHURCH

REV. DR. VAHAN H. TOOTIKIAN

FAITH AND THEOLOGY

The formal recognition of the Armenian Evangelical Church was
granted by the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Medjid on November 27, 1850. The first
Armenian Evangelical Church, however, was established at Pera, Istanbul (then
Constantinople) four years carlier, on July 1, 1846

Armenian Evangelicalism is basically a religious movement repre-
senting both the tradition of Protestant Reformation (and the later spiritual
renewal movements of Pietism and Puritanism) and the Armenian Apostolic
Church. The carly Armenian Evangelicals claimed that they followed "the doc-
wine of our Lord Jesus Christ” and obeyed the Gospel, and consequently were
*members of this one, Catholic and Apostolic Church."They insisted that, like
their Mother Churéh, they received the Nicene Creed of the Church...and could
be considered as regular members of the National Church by simply receiving
the ancient (Nicene) Creed.!They objected that the "New Creed” Patriarch
Matteos Chouhadjian, the Patriarch who excommunicated them from the
church, had "invented” in 1846 was contrary o Holy Scriptures, and conse-
quently, they could not subscribe to it. They stated that the "true foundation and

perfect rule of Christian faith is the Holy Scriptures alone. "2

THE “CONFESSION OF FAITH” VERSUS THE “NEW CREED”

In the course of time, the Ammenian Evangelical Church adopted a
great deal of Protestant teachings, principles, and theology. These imporied
influences did not touch the Nicene Creed, adherence 10 which was emphati-
cally reaffirmed; but they included a declaration of freedom of conscience and
a number of affirmations to express the Church's views of the truth on points
not explicitly covered by the "Ancient Creed." These affirmations at first were
formulated by the Armenian Evangelicals in response (0 Patriarch
Chouhadijian's "New Creed." They were hammered out by men who were on
the firing line. In facing accusations and excommunications, Evangelicals were
forced to think out and declare the implications of their convictions. After issu-
ing 4 bill of excommunication against pricst Vertanes on January 12, 1846, the
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Pairiarch demanded that the Evangelicals sign the “Paper of Recantation”
declaring that they were "deceived by the wicked enticements of Satan™* and
renouncing all further communication with the missionaries. Morcover, the
Patriarch had warned all the Armenian Apostolic churches in Turkey 1o
"heware of the seducing and impious followers of false doctrines ol the mod-
¢ern sectaries” (Le. the Evange:lim]s‘.l.i

Thus, the first authoritative statement of faith by the Anmenian
Evangelicals, the "Confession of Faith," was prepared in response 10 the so-
called "New Creed” formulated by Patriarch Matteos Chouhadjian. The "New
Creed” composed of nine articles, spelling out the position of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, was presented (o the Evangelicals as a sign of orthodoxy.©
It dealt with such important issues as salvation, the church, the sacraments,
Apostolic Suceession, the saving ordinance of the church, the Virgin Birth, the
intercession of saints, the creeds, the rites and rtuals, and the hierarchy of the
church.”

The "Confession of Faith," composed of twelve articles, was both a
response 1o the Patriarch's "New Creed” and a statement of the theological posi-
tion of the pewly organized Armenian Evangelical Church, It reaffimned some
imponant beliefs common to all Christian Churches, as set forth in the
Scriptares, and the doctrinal decisions of the early General Councils. It real-
firmed, for instance, the Apostolic and Catholic belief in the existence of "one
only living and tru¢ God, the Creator, Preserver, and Govemor of the
Universe™:® the mystery of the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost as One God:? the work of the Holy Spirit; the reality of sin; atonement;
forgiveness and redemption; the existence of ctemal life;'% Christ's role as
Head of the Church: the resurrection of the dead and the promise of elemal
life."11

The "Confession of Faith" rejecied some important concepts, beliefs,

‘and practices as presented in the Patriarch’s "New Creed.” It rejected justifica-
tion by faith and good works!2 and it affirmed that justification and salvation
are by faith alone; that salvation is God's free gift; that it cannot be earned or
purchased by any kind of meritorious works, such as “fasting, alms, penances,
or other deeds of our own,"13

The "Confession of Faith” rejected the concept that there are Seven
Sacraments - Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, Communion, Ordination,
Matrimony, and Extreme Unction - and that they have saving power. It
claimed that there are two sacraments: Baptism and the Lord's Supper
(Communion), "the former being the seal of the covenant, and the sign of the
purifying operation of the Holy Spirit, and the token of admission into the vis-
ible church®; and the latter, “a perpetual memento of Chrrist's atoning love, and



a pledge of union and communion with Him and with all true believers.”" 14 It
rejected the Apostolic Church's belief that baptism, auricular confession, and
penance are saving ordinanices w be supplemented after death by the Mass,
alms, and prayers,' It maintained that salvation is through the grace of God by
faith. Faith represents man's willingness 10 be saved on God's terms. It reject-
ed veneration of images and the relics of saints, as well as devotion to the
Virgin Mary.!6 It affirmed the biblical view that besidés God, no other being
is 10 be worshiped and adored, and that "each person in the sacred Trinity is
worthy of our worship, which (o be acceptable, must be offered through no
other mediation than that of Jesus Christ alone; and that the use of relics, pic-
tures, images of any sort, in any act of worship, and of the intercession of

saints, is directly contrary to the Scripures."!7

“GUIDE FOR MEMBERS OF THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH”

With the passage of lime, the Armenian Evangelical Church was
gready influenced by Protestant theology. Within a decade of her inception, she
had already entered the mold of American Protestantism, Thus, the very same
Armenian Evangelicals who had told the American missionaries, “we do not
need to adopt any foreign denominational polity..but wish to restore our
Mother Church to her former Apostolic orthodoxy.”1? became obliged in 1855
10 adopt a constitution and catechism entitled, Guide for Members of the

Evangelical Church, prepared by the American Proteswant missionaries, 20

The Guide for Members of the Evangelical Church, besides repre-
senting by-laws of the early Amnenian Evangélical Church, was indeed a
guidebook 1o Evangelical theology. It is one of the carliest documents which
sets forth the important tenets that distinguish Evangelicals from Apostolicals.
One of its purposes was 1o state in simple terms the basic convictions and affir-
mations of Evangelicalism. It also staled some of the beliefs and practices that
are alien 1o Evangelicalism.

The Guide for Members of the Evangelical Church presents the fol-
lowing distinctive affirmations of Evangelicalism which, then as now, are the
basic principles of Protestantisin: namely, that a man 18 justified by [aith alone,
withoul works; a man's salvation depends entirely on divine grace; the Bible is
the only Christian norm and practice; all believers are priests, not only on
behalf of themselves, but also on behalfl of each other.

The book explains the nature and the meaning of the Sacraments of
Baptism and Communion, Furthermore, it deals with the other five "lesser
sacraments” which the ancient churches accept, but Protestantism does not. It
criticized the Armenian Apostolic Church for not separating Scripture: and
Tradition.2!

1In this early Evangelical document, one can clearly see the strong the-
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ological influgnce of the American missionarics, Most of these missionaries
were graduates of Andover Theological Seminary who, in tum, were greatly
influenced by the new theology of Hopkins and Jonathan Edwards -- a theolo-
gy which made much of a personal religious experience, of a pew birth through
trust in Christ, commitment to Him; it sought 1o win nominal Christians to an
acceptance of the Gospel: it advocated a revivalistic kind of preaching, This
was theology of anti-celibacy, anti-ceremonialism, anti-monasticism, and anti-
episcopacy.” The Guide for Members of the Evangelical Church is a reflection
of the American missionaries’ thinking, The life principles of Evangelicalism
are described here to be the doctrine of justification by grace alone, through the
merits of Jesus Christ, by means of living faith. One of the major thrusts of the
book is to define Evangelicalism and (0 insist that the Armenian Evangelical
Church is a Seriptural Church, and that the sufficiency and unerring certainty
of the Bible is the only norm of all-saving knowledge. Here there is an empha-
sis on evangelism; an urgency to proclaim the Kingdom' of God. The
Evangelical person is urged to take seriously the "great commission,” namely,

to preach the Gospel to everyone 23

COMMON AFFIRMATIONS AND CHERISHED VALUES

In spite of the diversity among various Armenian Evangelical church-
es and groups, there are some common convictions and some cherished values
shared by all Armenian Evangelicals. In fact, beneath the observable diversitics
and differences, there is a solid body of agreement which the Armenian
Evangelical Church shares with the rest of Protestantism. These principles and
values originated with the Reformation Movement and were crystatlized in the
course of time.

The distinctive affirmations and cherished values of Armenian
Evangelicalism are as follows:

1. Justification by Faith Alone. This was a centeal principle of the
Protestant Reformation. Justification means an accommodation with Giod - the
establishment of a joyful relationship with Him. It means that people cannot
justify themselves, They cannot make themselves right with God. God alone
justifies them by virtue of the sacrifice and death of Jesus Christ, [t is with the
undeserved grace of God, through Jesus Christ, that the repentant sinner is
brought into fellowship with Him.

God, through the atoning work of Jesus Chnist, restores the broken
relationship between rebellious and sinful man with Himself, Ivis by faith that
a man receives this free gift of God. Faith is belief that God has actually pro-
vided in Jesus Chrst a mediator between Himsell and man. Faith 15 also trust
in Christ to do this work of reconciliation. Furthermore, faith is fidefity or faith-
fulness “in maintaining that belief and trust and living in accordance with that
<newness of life.> which comes through union with Him 24
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“Justification by faith” means that people cannot eam God's favor by
performing meritorious acts, or by the merits of saints. It is a rejection of the
performance of set tasks of devotion 1o eam merit for onesell or a share of those
that the church had at its disposal in its "bank of merits,"*5 Salvation is a gift
from God to man, given on the sale condition of faith alone -- sola fide.

2. Priesthood of all Believers, This is an affirmation and an assertion
that every believer has the right of direct access to God on his own bebalf. This
is both las privilege and responsibility, This is the assertion that the Christian
can come into the presence of God, without a pricstly intermediary. He can
confess his sins 1o God and can make his own comumitment 10 the way of Christ,

The "priesthood of believers” 1s closely connected with the doctrine of
the Church. The Church is the body of Christ and the fellowship of those who
‘are committed o Him. This Protestant principle rejects the priestly monopoly
on the means of grace and the priestly power of absolution, Absolution is the
authoritative declaration by a priest of God's pardon of the penitent. In the
Roman Catholic Church, the priest announces absolution 1o the individual who
confessed his sin. In the Armenian Apostolical Church, a general absolution is
given o a group. The form used is declartory, meaning, sunply, that God for-
gives the repentant,

Protestantism also rejects the assumption that the priesty class is a
separate class, representing the church. Furthérmore, it rejects the so-called
Apostolic Succession, the historic continuity of the ministry, which supposed-
ly has been passed on, from age 10 age, by the laying on of hands of the bish-
Ops.

According 10 the ancient churches, the authority of Christianity is
seated in the church, and the church is built on the episcopate. There is a hier-
archy of order, consisting of three grades of divine institution: bishops, poests,
and deacons. The historic and "valid” churches are those founded by the
Apostles, wherein the apostolic succession has been maintained by the succes-
sion of the bishops. The entire structure of these churches is that of "hierarchy,”
the root of meaning of which is “rule by priests.” The priests, themselves, are
arranged in grades with the lower being ruled by the higher.

The idea that an episcopate, in lineal and tactual succession from the
Apostles, represents this essence of the Church, and that ordination by the bish-
ops standing in this succession is & prerequisitc 10 the valid performance of
Christian ministry, is alien to Evangelical mind and spirit. % _

The principle of the "priesthood of all believers” is not a denial of the
function and role of clergy. The Armenian Evangelical Church recognizes the
importance of recognized and qualificd minisiry. It recognized the need for
specially trained people, who can devote all their lime 10 pastoral duties. For
that reason, she ordains those who have received a call, undergone pastoral
waining, and have dedicated their lives to full time Christian ministry.
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In the Armenian Evangelical Church, ministers are not a special class
by themselves, They are on equal standing with the rest of believers, except that
they are authorized by the Church o be her spokesmen, to conduct the corpo-
rate acts of worship, and to be teachers and administrators, Aside from this for-
mal authorization, they are like the rest of church members. All have the priv-
ilege and the duty to minister 1o each other, to be each other's "priest,” espe-
cially to those in need. As part of the Body of Christ, they are all a "royal priest-
hood.” They are all ministers under Christ, "the High Priest" and the Head of
the Church.

In short, Chrstian ministry belongs to the whole church. All
Christians, both lay and ordained, are ministers and in their own way, they are
10 be as faithful and as commitied to their life in Christ as possible.

3. The Liberty of the Christian Man. Another principle of Anmenian
Evangelicalism affirms the conviction that a Christian has the right 1o think his
own thoughts, to make his own decisions, 10 be his own person, and to live his
own life. He is free from legalistic life; his faith in Christ frees him from
bondage to the law. This concept of Christian liberty does not mean freedom to
do "anything under the sun,” but freedom to follow the injunction, "through
love be servants of one another.” This kind of freedom does not mean to be

wrapped up in oneself, but to live a life of outgoing concem for others.2”

This kind of freedom, also, is concerned with the minority rights,
rather than the majority rule. It recognizes the importance of each individual,
regardless of his status. It respects the right of private judgment, and cherishes
freedom of conscience. 28

Armenian Evangelicals, at times, may have misused or abused their
freedom; they may not have displayed absolute allegiance toward their Church.
But they have always believed in the right of dissent. They have always cher-
ished the concept that the Church, being fallible, is not the final authority; that
deep in the heart of every believer there is a higher court of appeal, his con-
science, as molded by biblical values. Hence, the religious institutions and
church organizations have meaning and value only as they serve 10 meet the
needs and enrich the lives of people.

4. The Concept of Vocation. The Christian is called by God to that use-
ful work for which he is best suited and which the fortunes of life bring within
his reach, whether it be a specifically religious work or secular occupation. 29
The Armenian Evangelicals, like all Protestants, believe that no one calling is
intrinsically more sacred than any other. The smallest work, performed at the
right place, in the consciousness that it fulfills a divine commission, stands eth-
ically on the same level as the highest work, measured by its results, God calls
people to carry out their Christian concern in various occupations.

Armenian Evangelicals do not believe that in the Christian life there
are some "sacred” professions that may be distinguished from less "sacred”
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ones. They consider this distinction between the so-called "sacred” and "secu-
lar," “holy" and "profane,” artificial and against the spirit of the Gospels. The
vocation of a Christian layman is as sacred as that of the minister, priest, monk,
or nun. Thus, laymen are not second-class Christians. Every Christian's occu-
pation is a service to God and his/her fellows.

5. The Sufficiency of the Bible. Armenian Evangelicals, like all
Protestants, affirm the sufficiency of the Bible as the rule of faith and practice
for Christians and for the Church.?0 They believe that the Bible reveals God in
a way which will never be superseded. They also belicve in the "open Bible”
and encourage individuals to read it for themselves, leaving them free 10 make
their own interpretation under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 3!

Thus, the principle of the sufficiency of the Bible is accompanied by
the assertion that all Christians have the right and privilege to have direct
access to the Bible and read and interpret it for themselves,

The Evangelical assertion of the sufficiency of the Scriptures is a
denial of the claim that the tradition of the Church is also an indispensable
channel of revelation, through which "other truths not contained in the Bible,
but just as authoritative are transmitted,”>? The Armenian Evangelical and the
Armenian Apostolic Churches differ on the question as to who should interpret
the Bible. For the Amenian Apostolic Church, the answer has always been
that the same continuing Christian community, which accepted the Hebrew
Scriptures as its Old Testament and which determined the list of books of the
New Testament, retains the final authority to interpret the Bible, While indi-
vidual Armenian Apostolicals can read and study the Bible, it is the responsi-
bility of the Church to interpret the Scriptures with authority. In the Armenian
Evangelical Church, as in all Protestant Churches, the responsibility of inter-
preting the Bible falls on the individual believer, who, assisted by the Holy
Spirit, prayerfully searches the Scriptures and arrives at a true interpretation.
Tradition is not irrelevant, but it should not be equated with or made compara-
ble to Holy Scripture.

WORSHIP

Christian worship is directed toward God. The very phrase “worship
service” denotes that. Worship literally means, “that which has worth,” or "is
worthy of honor.” The word "service” implies an attitude or servanthood. The
faithful servant is not so much interested in his own desires and pleasures as in
those of his master. In the worship service, the worshiper is engaged in the wor-
ship of God; his focus is upon God, not upon himself. )

The Armenian Evangelical Church is not bound by ecclesiastical
authority to a fixed Order of Worship. She belongs 10 a tradition in which great
flexibility and experimentation are germane. Hers may be characterized as free



worship where a variety of forms may be used, borrowed, or created. She is free
to tilize materials from whatever source, ancient or modern,

Free worship does not necessarily imply disorderly worship. 1n fact,
there are a number of fundamental principles and common ingredients in the
Armenian Evangelical Worship Services,

One of the most basic principles of the Armenian Evangelical worship
is its biblical origin. It is rooted in the rich soil of biblical heritage. From the
beginning, the Bible has occupied a pnmary place in the Armenian Evangelical
tradition. It has been and continues (0 be the texthook for religious instroction,
the source book for private devotions and meditations, as well as sermons,

Armenian Evangelical worship is also "people-oriented.” It is active
and nol passive. Worshipers are not passive spectators, but are called 1o be
active, commitied, and energetic participants in what happens. Moreover, ser-
vices are in the language of the worshipers. There is a desire 10 make the ser-
vice understood. The Armenian Evangelical Church has always regarded it as
her duty to offer the ministrations of the Church in the language of the people
and to increase the participation and involvement of her people in the service.

The common elements in the Armenian Evangelical worship services
are Praise and Adoration, Confession of Sins (penitence, contriion and repen-
ance), Absolution and Pardon (assurance of pardon and forgiveness), the
Hearing of God's Word (instruction and insight), Dedication and Call (inspira-
tion, offering and stimulation w0 action).

ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Order of Worship in the Armenian Evangelical Church may differ from
place to place, but ordinarily it consists of the following:

Musical Prelude,>® which is a period of preparation on the pant of the
worshiper for his involvement in corporate worship. For each person, the
beginning of private worship starts when he enters the Sanctuary; and the music
is designed to help one enter the mood in which worship becomes vital and real,

Call to Worship is usually a passage of Scripture which signals that
the quiet meditation 15 over and that corporate worship begins, With that sig-
nal, worshipers move from their private worship to join with their fellow-wor-
shipers in their common praise.

Hymns are meaningful words blenied with music. They can become a
most effective medium 1o express a person's most tender emotions and loftiest
sentiments. They are expressive activities in which every worshiper can join.
The Armenian Evangelical hymns, with few exceptions, are translations of old
and new Protestant hymns. Most of them are translated from English, The
tunes, of course, have come from many traditions, countries and cultures.

In recent years, in many Armenian Evangelical hymnals, Sharakans,
hymns of the Armenian Apostolic Church, are incorporated, and occasionally
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one or two are sung, adding sublimity and beauty 10 the worship services.*4

Prayers have been the main method by which men have approached
God. The constituent parts of prayer are adoration, thanksgiving, confession,
petition, and intercession, There are various types of prayers:

(a) The Invocation, which appears near the opening of the service, is
an expression of adoration to God and a petition for His blessing upon the wor-
shiping congregation,

(b) The Pastoral Praver is the gathering of the hopes, the fears, the
aspirations, failures, the confession, the praise. the deep needs and the concems
of the whole congregation. 1t represents the corporate voice of worshipers,
expressed through the medium of the minister,

(¢) The Offertory Prayer is nol simply a collection taken from the con-
gregation, but a physical symbol of dedication 10 God.

(d) The Benediction is a scriptural prayer or an act of blessing used at
the conclusion of the service. The benediction most frequently used by the
Armenian Evangelical ministers is that normally identified as the Apostolic
Benediction found at the conclusion of Paul's Second Letier 1o the Corinthians
(13:14). An alternative is the blessing known as the blessing of the Old
Testament (Numbers 6: 24-26).%

The Scripture Readings, from different parts of the Bible, occupy a
regular place in the Order of Worship. They are for the instruction, edification,
insight, and guidance of worshipers. Unlike other traditions, the Armenian
Evangelical Church has no lectionary which follows the course of the Christian
year. Hence, the responsibility for the selection of the passages o be read rests
upon the mimster.

Responsive or Unison Readings are Scriplural verses read by the min-
ister and congregation, either responsively or in unison. All Armenian
Evangelical hymnals contain a special section devoted Lo these readings. In car-
lier days, the responsive readings were exclusively from the Psalms. 2 But in
recent years, other portions of the Bible, as well as non-biblical sources, have
been used for this purpose. Although the section of the Armenian Evangelical
hymnal devoted to these readings is labeled "Responsive Readings,” they also
contain unison readings, litanies, versicles and responses.’’

The Sermon is the spoken word. by the preacher, designed for the rg!i..
gious instruction of worshipers. It is not an essay, a lecre, or an address
expressing the preacher's views, bul a religious discourse ¢xplaining the wril-
ten word of God. Types of sermons delivered by the Ammenian Evangelical
ministers are fextual (using a Bible verse as a moto), exposiory (explaining a
biblical text, giving its background meaning and application). analogical (set-
ting forth an idea suggested by or resembling & biblical or other event), dociri-
nal (explaining a doctrine or a dogma). and life-suuational (dealing with every-
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day situations). There is @ common MisCONCEPLON aMong many Armenian
Evangelicals which prompts them 1o refer to the worship service as "the ser-
mon,” as though the latter were the most important item in worsbip. It must be
noted that the sermon is only one item of the worship service through which
God speaks to the minds, hearts and consciences of the worshipers.

Other materials for worship include the Apostle’s Creed, \be Glona
Patri, the Doxology, instrumental or vocal music, reading matter of a devo-
tional nature, offering, moments of concern and sharing, as well as briel peri-
ods of silence. All of these modes of religious expression represent spinitual
resources from which Armentan Evangelical ministers draw o enhance and
enrich the spiritual experience of worshipers.

Armenian Evangelical Church worship may be charactenized as flexi-
ble, as opposed 1o fixed. It is a simple and direct worship, in contrast (o formal
worship. It is a worship in the vernacular Armenian Ashkharhabar, in contrast
1o the ancient Anmenian Grabar.

THE LEADERSHIP AND LAITY OF
THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH

All members of the Armenian Evangelical Church, clergy and laity,
have the privilege and responsibility (o witness to the Gospel, They are in the
ministry and are called 1o exercise such gifts of ieaching, evangelizing, healing,
preaching, and administration as God has bestowed upon them.

The Armenian Evangelical Church also recognizes the fact that some
of her members are called to full-time service for various forms of ministry in
the Church. This calling is recognized by ordination, commissioning, or other
appropriate services of dedication.

The officers of the Armenian Evangelical Churches include clergy as
well as laity. These officers are: the minisier or the pastor, the associate or
assistant minister, the Christian education director, the board of deacons, the
board of trustees, the Council or the Session of various committees.

PASTORAL MINISTRY

A pastor or a minister of the Armenian Evangelical Church is a com-
municant member, who has been called by God and ordained 10 preach and
teach the Gospel, to administer sacraments and rites of the Church, and to exer-
cise pastoral care and leadership. Membership in the Union to which the can-
didate's own church belongs is a requirement, as well as the acceptance of the
constitution of that Union 3%

Speaking of ministry, it must be pointed out that there are varieties of
Christian ministry: parish, pastoral, clinical, educational, social, youth. There
are many common characteristics among these ministries. Here we shall dwell
primarily on parish ministry.



MINISTERS AND THEIR TASKS

Ministry has many facets, Anmenian Evangelical ministers, like other
parish ministers, are expected o perform the following tasks, duties, and
responsibilities:*?

1. Preaching. Planning and conducting worship services and deliver-
ing the Word of God and the Good News is one of the greatest tasks of a min-
ister. Preaching brings people in touch with the grace of God, It creates oppor-
wnities for people to come to terms with their Creator, Redeemer, and
Sustainer. It brings the Word of God into meaningful contact with the living
needs and concerns of a congregation. Through preaching, a minister has a
unique privilege to impart the Good News of Jesus Christ as it relates to peo-
ple's daily lives.

2. Teaching. A minister is also a teacher. Sermons are vehicles of
instruction, and should be used as such regularly and skillfully. There are also
other vehicles of instruction. These include:

--Teaching children, youth, and adults in the church school or other
study programs of the congregation;

—Training and guiding teachers; helping them with biblical and theo-
logical understanding; aiding their planning and evaluation;

-Training and guiding other leaders of the congregation, helping them
prepare for their work and growth on the job.

3. Administration. A minister serves as “executive director” of the
congregation, working with committees, helping to plan the financial program
of the church, working with committees on planning and implementing pro-
grams, elc. Administrative work includes:

--Organizing committees on education (or the like) to plan and adminis-
ter those programs and actively support them;

--Working directly with planning for the congregation’s whole mission
and its ministries;

--Encouraging and guiding the development of promising innovations in
church education;

—Participating directly in the enlistment of teachers;

—Getting involved in the hiring and firing of staff,

~Managing the office work of the church.

4. Pastoral Work. A minister is also a "pastor,” as such, the shepherd
of the flock, the bringer of God's consolation. The pastor is the uplifier of the
wounded and broken hearted, the encourager of the weary and fallen. Among
other things, this task includes:

~Calling on the homes of members or at their place of work in a system-
atic program (o meet each member on his or her own turf,

--Serving as the leader in the congregation - the person to whom members
turn for advice and guidance on all aspects of the life and work of the con-
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5. Community Leader. A minister is a community leader, serving as a
volunteer to help make this a better world for all of God's children. The Church
must be an inseparable part of community life, bearing its wilness corporately
as well as individually. The Church must manifest ils coneern for community
problems. The minister must get involved in worthy communily projects edu-
cational, social, and political - as well as in the work of the denomination’s var-
1ous departments.

6. Evangelism. Evangelism is the sublime calling, the vocation of the
Church and its ministers. It is an activity directed toward change in the light of
biblical witness, personal resolutions (self-perception, world view, and behay-
ior), organizations (internal activity and goals), and social structures (justice,
participation, and consciousness). A minister is called to bring people into a
vital relationship with Jesus Christ - a relationship that must relate to life in the
daily sweat and tears, (o business, and o all personal relationships with others,
This is one of the greatest challenges of a minister who is the "¢nabler” of the
people.

Evangelism may be conducted by calling on the unchurched people in
the community, bearing witness to the Good News, calling on prospective new
members, and training lay persons 10 be evangelists.

It must also be pointed out that a minister's evangel isti¢ outreach must
never be limited. While maintaining the role as pastor of the local church, the
minister reaches out o the world, fecling a sense of responsibility for all
humankind. No opportunity for reaching others should be overlooked, using
whatever means and media are at band, including pulpit, press, radio, televi-
sion,

7. Ecumenical Responsibilities. A minisier should move beyond the
boundaries of the parish, having fellowship with other ministers and churches,
and participating in ecumenical groups and other cooperative bodies. The word
“ecumenical,” of course, is much broader than its organized manifestations in
councils of churches at the local and national levels; it is really worldwide. Itis
an exciting phenomenon (o be part of the banding together of the separated
fragments of the Body of Christ in a cooperative fellowship.

In addition to all the tasks that the average parish minisier performs,
Armenian Evangelical ministers arc expected to assume some additional
responsibilities in order 10 fulfill their ministerial dutics adequately and effec-
tively in the Armenian Evangelical churches.

Like all ethnic churches, the Armenian Evangelical Church has a spe-
cialized ministry. Tt has its problems and challenges in addition 10 those expe-
rienced in an average Protestant church,

First of all, there is the problem of duality: dual allegiances and loy-
alties. Owside the homeland of Armenia, all Armenians have dual national
allegiances, They are hyphenated Armenians, such as American- Armenians,
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Canadian-Armenians,  French-Armenians, Lebanese-Armenians. Most
Anpenian Evangelical churches bave dual religious loyalties. They have
denominational ties, such as United Church of Chnst, Presbyterian, or Baptist
(in Armenia). Most of the time, the diasporan Armenian Evangelical ministers
find themselves in a peculiar specialized ministry which requires, as it were,
constant changing of gears.

Armenian Evangelical ministers must dedicate themselves to the
preservation and perpetuation of the Armenian heritage. They must preserve
their heritage, because from their henlage they gain a real sense of roots and
belonging, without which they are rootless and hopeless, That heritage pro-
vides them a body of experience through which they gain knowledge and wis-
dom, and without which they would be unrelated 1o the present.

LAY MINISTRY

Ministry is the work of the entire church. God's call is to all people.
The mission of the church belongs to the whole people (laos) of God. Many
churches are trying to suggest this emphasis on the front page of their Sunday
bulletin, under the heading, "Ministers: all the members of the church.”

Moreover, the task of witness is that of the whole community of God's
people. In the Church, there are many different gifts, many different stages of
maturity, but the work o which the Church is called requires the witness of
every member, in the place where hefshe Jives and works 40

A viable church will find its membership serving as co-pastors 1o each
other and to the larger community where they live and work, The whole church,
including the clergy and lay people, should move together as one team, as the
people of God, to enhance the mission of the church in the world. In reality, lay
people are the general practitioners of the parish; the clergy are called 1o be the-
ological specialists -- the grass-roots theologians within the community. In
other words, ministry belongs 1o the church, Ministers live in the midst of peo-
ple, providing the climate in which lay leadership can be nurtured and
expressed, The usual expectation is for pastors (o lead from the front, develop-
ing into a "one-man show" 10 the detriment of the congregation's growth.*! The
church cannot be effective if it is not convinced that, primarily, the work of the
church is the ministry by the laity.

In the Armenian Evangelical Church, the lay people play an important
role. Lay persons have the opportunity to take an active role in the life of the
church, not simply in its organizations, but also in ecclesiastical matters. The
Board of Deacons of any local church, for instance, is called to look after the
spiritual welfare of the church. The deaconate is called 1o assist the minister in
the conduct of the worship services, as shall best promote the welfare of the
church, and in the preparation and adminisiration of the sacraments. IUis the
privilege and duty of the Board of Deacons to minister 1o the needs of the poor.
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the sick, the sorrowing, the aged, the indifferent and the stranger: act with the
minister in considenng applications for membership in the ¢hurch, and make
recommendations pertaining thereto: find ways and means o enhance the
church membership; seek to awaken an intelligent interest in evangelistic and
missionary causes; provide preachers in the absénce of the minister, or in case
of a vacancy, in the pastoral Mimistry 42

The laity of the Armenian Evangelical Church is also charged with the
emporal and physical needs of the church. The Board of Trustees, for exam-
ple, assumes the care and custody of the propenty of the church. It raises and

disburses budgeted funds for the expenses of the church*® Lay persons also
serve the church through other commitiees such as Christian education, beney-
olence, missionary, music, soCial action, and stewardship committees, as well
as through auxiliary organizations.

The Armenian Evangelical Church is governed, her sérvice ordered,
and her work organized on a constitutional and democratic base in which lay
persons play a decisive role. Her power and effectiveness, from the human
point of view, lies in the dedication, the leadership, and the involvement of her

people.

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF
THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH

The Armenian Evangelical Church took root as a movement within
the Armenian Apostolic Church. It was never the intent of the carly
Evangelicals to end their affiliation with the Armenian Church, which they
called their "Mother Church.” Even when opposition became so strong that
they were forbidden to work inside the Armenian Apostolic Church. they
refused, at first, to react to rejection. It was only later that, as a last resor and
with heavy heart, they founded an independent Church.

Existing as a small minority church in an overwhelmingly large
Armenian Apostolic community, and a relatively strong Armenian Catholic
minority, the Armenian Evangelical Church exhibited both the merits and
defects of minorities.

The stremgth of the Armenian Evangelical Church miore than out-
weighed its defects. It fulfilled aspirations already nurtured in the bosom of the
Armenian people. It was the product of demands imposed by the times. The
Armenian Evangelical Movement served the Armenian people in many ways
for many decades, administering (o their needs, healing their wounds, and light-
ening their sorrows. The Movement put no limit to service, nor did it discrim-
inate against other creeds, but served equally all those who bore the name
Armenian.

The Armenian Evangelical Movement also brought a strengthening
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influence to the life of the Armenian Nation. From the middle of the nineteenth
century until World War 1, the Movement reached intellectual and spiritual
prominence; partly because of its readiness to examine and accept what seemed
relevant from the world of scholarship; partly because of the noble way of life
it inculcated in its adherents; and chiefly becanse of its spinitual impact. In the
carly years of its growth and development, it made rapid progress among
Armenians because it met the social, intelleciual, and spiritual needs of the
Armenian people in the Ouoman Empire, The Armenian Evangelical Church
gave the Armenian Nation a potent medium for disclosing its latent intellectu-
al and spiritual force.

1. Revival of Spiritual Values

The Armenian Evangelical Movement was primarily spiritual in char-
acter. It was responsible for the revival of religious values at a time when reli-
gion in the Armenian Church seemed to reflect a preoccupation with outward
formality. Measured by its effects, it is safe (o say that the Movement became
a potent force in the life of the Ammenian people. It restated the answers (o some
fundamental questions which belong to the very mawre of Christianity. It
affirmed that a new life offered through Christ comes through a personal
encounter with Him and through disciplined spiritual life and piety. The neces-
sity for personal religious experience, which had been replaced almost entirely
by visible institutions and traditions, became a topic of central significance and
emphasis in Evangelical teaching. It also affirmed that nominal membership in
the church does not make a person truly Christian; rather, being a Christian
means a radical commitment of one's whole life to Jesus Christ.

2. The Role of the Laity in the Mission of the Church

The Armenian Evangelical Church laid the foundation for the proper
understanding of the role of lay people in the mission of the Church, She
stressed the truth that the Church is the people, the community of committed
Christians engaged in their mission in the world in the name of Christ. Thus,
the Armenian Evangelical Church cherished the concept of "the priesthood of
all believers.” She maintained the view that there is no distinction in status
between clergy and laity. She insisted on the active participation of the whole
church in ecclesiastical affairs and religious life. In consequence, neither n the
Worship Service nor in Christian service in the community s the individual
believer reduced to the status of an observer. Rather, the individual assumes a
central, leading role in the religious life of the church, achieving personal ful-
fillment as an active participant.

3. An Enviable Educational System

One of the most important contributions of the Ammenian Evangelical
Church was the development of a sound cducational program. Here the mis-
sionarics played a key role. The Armenian Evangelicals became their co-labor-
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ers and pariners.
The educational level of the Ammenian community in Turkey, prior to

the Armenian literary Renaissance in the mid-nineteenth century, was
deplorably low. With the help of the American missionaries, the Armenian
Evangelicals crealed an unprecedented era of enlightenment, marked by unpar-
alleled achievement in the ficld of Armenian scholarship. By establishing
schools, they provided the Armenian people with the means and the motive for
attaining a high degree of education, The Anmeman Evangelical Movement
created an educated Armenian elite 1o exploit and extend the mtellectual and
social renaissance of the nineteenth century. Scores of schools for boys and
girls, from kindergarten to college, became sources of hope and blessing to the
Armenian people, The Evangelical Movement was instrumental in educating
thousands of Anmenians who later enjoyed a quality of life that otherwise
would have been unavailable o them. World War [ heralded, among other
unimaginable disasters, the destruction of this highly organized school system;
but nothing could eradicate the lasung benefits of the education the sysiem
bestowed on future generations of the Nation.

4. The Popularization of the Bible

The spread of Ineracy brought the Bible within the reach of a popula-
ton that knew it only by rote, in classic, archaic Armenian, and only as a rare
and esotenc volume, copies of which were generally restricted to churches. The
American missionaries, with the help of the Armenian Evangelical scholars,
changed all that. They translated the Grabar Bible into vemacular Anmenian
(Ashkharhabar) and made it available to anyone who could read. This Bible
became, in turn, an agent in the wider dissemination of literacy, in the spread
of the Movement among the Armenian people, and in the enrichment of the
spiritual life of the people.

5. The Development of the Modern Armenian Language

The translation of the Bible and the production of other religious pub-
lications in the Armenian vernacular coniributed o the purification of the
Armenian language spoken in the middle of the mncieenth century. The
emphasis on the Armenian vernacular helped it develop mnto an accepted liter-
ary language ** The Armenian vernacular, which differed greatly from the
classical language (Grabar), had developed gradually and had become the offi-
cial language of the Cilician Kingdom in the twelfth century 45 After the fall of
the Cilician Kingdom, the vernacular lost its popularity to classical Armenian,
Grabar. It became the literary language until the beginning of the nineteenth
century, when once again, the Armenian vemacular, Ashkharhabar, reassened
itself to replace the ancient literary language.

Both the missionaries and the Armenian Evangelical leaders advanced
the development of the modern Armenian language through the translation of
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the Bible and through the medivm of publications, textbooks, newsletters and
tracts.

6. Enrichmeni of Armenian Literature

Armeman Evangelicals, with the help of American missionarnies, ren-
dered a most valuable contribution 10 Armenian culture in a number of ways,
For instance, in the realm of literature, they provided numerous resources for
Armenian scholars and students. Through periodicals such as "Eshtemaran
Pitani Giteliats” (1839), "Arshalouys Araratian” (1830), “Yeprar" (1867),
"Avetaber” (1855), "Dirak” (1870), “Burakn" (1882), they helped to educate the
Armenian people and to promote Ammenian literature.*7

They also published a great number of books on religious, ethical,
social, scientific, and philosophical subjects. They transtated many hooks from
English, thus introducing and exposing the Armenian people to Western litera-
wre. Cognizant of the fact that the emerging Armenian Ashkharhabar needed
grammar books, they prepared some excellent works on the grammar of the
Armenian vernacular. They also compiled scholarly Armenian dictionaries fol-
lowing the scientific standards of their time.

But one of their most noteworthy achievements was the publication of
aumerous textbooks in Armenian for high school and college students on the
subjects of astronomy, physiology, anthropology, biology, sociology, psychol-
ogy, geography, mathematics, and theology 48

7. Emphasis on Christian Nurture

From the beginning, the Armenian Evangelical Church placed great
emphasis on Christian education in the life of the family and church. Laying a
strong biblical foundation for the faith of all its members and for its application
in the life of all age groups became her main concern. She regarded the
Christian nurture of children as one of her most important tasks. Thus, the
Sunday School became a very important institution for the Armenian
Evangelical Church, In fact, a decade after her inception, the Evangelical
Church had approximately forty Sunday schools with nin¢ thousand pupils; an
enrollment which, immediately before World War 1, had nisén 10 twenty-two
thousand seven hundred.*”

But Christian education work was not confined to Church school and
the training of children in Christian ways; it also included adolescents and
adults. Regular Sunday school classes before Sunday Moming Services,
Sunday Evening Vesper Services, Mid-Week Bible Study and Prayer
Meetings, discussion groups sponsored by Church organizations and groups,
and church membership and confirmation classes became part and parcel of the
Christian Education program of the Evangelical Cburch and a source of bless-
ing, not only to her members, but 1o thousands from the Apostolic Church, who
also benefited from these educational opportunities.
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8. Emphasis on Individual Respansibility and the Inviolability of Freedom of
Conscience

The Armenian Evangelical Church asserted vigorously the principle
of the moral responsibility of each individual. One of heér most important con-
tributions was the emphasis upon religion as a relationship, not only between
God and the community of believers, but also between God and the individual,
The Evangelical spirit is paramount to a life of individual responsibility,

The Armenian Evangelical Church also cherished the principle of
freedom of conscience. This principle encouraged tolerance of diverse view-
points, an open mind and a quest for fuller freedom. Armenian Evangelicals
have insisted that every person must find his guide in his own conscience; he
must exercise his freedom, and the quest for personal liberty should lead him
to freedom from preconceived beliefs and religious and ideological dogmatism.
The Church has upbeld the view that all relations between fellow Armenians
and other people ought to rést on mutual free consent, and not on coercion. The
Amnenian Evangelical Church, from the very beginning, became an advocate
of freedom of thought and expression and exercised that freedom through her
pulpit, press and educational media.

The democratic form of the Armenian Evangelical Church calls for
obedience to the Church, but it also leaves room for dissent on the part of her
membership, Behind the right of dissent is an awareness that the Church is not
the final authority. Deep in the heant of ¢very member, there is a higher court
of appeal: a person's conscience as molded by biblical values, The Armenian
Evangelicals accept the fact that their Church is not infallible and recognize the
reality of a higher authority.

9. An Example To Emulate

The Armenian Evangelical Church stung conventional wisdom where
it sat and galvanized it to action. It fulfilled the role of gadfly by promoting an
examination of traditional mores and manners and by provoking the develop-
ment of machinery 10 meet needs that had never been successfully addressed in
the past. Like most gadflies, its effect far surpassed its size and influence.

Even the Armenian Apostolic Church could not remain entirely indif-
ferent. She was, to a degree, prompted to justify and reaffinn herself in a
counter-reformation that represented a response (o the stimulus introduced by
the gadfly of the Evangelical Reformation. The Armenian Evangelical Church,
despite its small representation of the total population, proved a good enabler
and an excellent model to emulate.

The Armenian Evangelical Movement, along with other important
contributing factors, created a reform-oriented atmosphere in the nineteenth
century Armenian community in Turkey, with many beneficial results.

The Armenian Evangelical Reformation also created a healthy com-
petition in the Apostolic Church. For instance, in the realm of education, this
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healthy competition led 1o the establishment of a large number of parochial
schools by the Apostolic Church. Another area was the introduction and popu-
larization of the Sunday School system. The Sunday School movement in the
Apostolic Church, which staried in Aleppo, Syria in 1929, was the brainchild
of a team of devoted clergy and laymen, which included Archbishop Anavazd
Surmelian, Rev. Nerses Tavookjian and Archdeacon Levon Zenian. The
dynamic organizer of the movement was the highly educated and dedicated
deacon Zenian, who had just returned from Amenca with many new ideas and
great enthusiasm >0 Shortly after this initial experiment and success, His
Holiness Sahak 11 Khabayan, Catholicos of the See of Cilicia, gave his bless-
ings in an official encyclical and urged all the churches in his jurisdiction to
open Sunday Schools and encourage and promote the Chnstan Education
movement in the Apostolic Church.!

Other areas in which Evangelicalism influenced the Armenian Church
were Christian education for adults through mid-week Bible study classes,
which are currently very popular in the Apostolic Church in America. the adop-
tion of a weekly stewardship pledge system for the support of the church, and
the formation of youth organizations similar to the Protestant Christian
Endeavor Societies.

10, Christian Mission and Outreach

The Armenian Evangelical Church became an evangelistic, mission-
minded church. She considered evangelism the sublime calling and the voca-
tion of the church. That she did not succeed always 10 be the "mission church”
is a fact, but it is also an unguestionable fact that she tried to impress upon her
members that the divine calling of every believer is 10 serve God through daly
work, be it secular or ecclesiastical. The Armenian Evangelical Church held
that as the community of believers, they had an obligation 10 work in their
respective communities for the creation of a caring and a foving human soci-
ety.

Along with her educational, religious, ecclesiastical, theological. litur-
gical, and social coniributions, the Armenian Evangelical Church rendered a
great humanitarian and Christian service to the Ammenian people, through her
charitable and philanthropic stitutions. Armenian Evangelicals felt not only
duty-bound, but privileged to lend a helping hand 1o those in need. They helped
their fellow Armenians in the trying days of the oppressive Ottoman rule; they
founded and supported the Armenian Sanatorium in Azounich, Lebanon; they
supported the Armenian Old Age Home in Aleppo. Syria; they rescued
Armenian orphans from the interior provinces of Turkey.

In the missionary outreach, they made their greatest contribution ©
the Nation through the Armenian Missionary Association of America
(AMAA). In the early years, the AMAA responded generously 1o recurring
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calls for help from stricken compatriots in their homeland. and later, helped
those samé compatriols to regain their dignity and trust in rebuilding their lives
in their adopted countries. It contributed gencrously to a myniad of Armenian
cagses. In churches, clinics, or in the Haigazian University of Beirut, Lebanon,
in more than a score of schools which catered W over 3,000 students, and in
youth centers, thousands of people, generation after generation, have found the
way 1o a better life through the facilities and the assistance extended by the
Armenian Missionary Association. Countless Armemians, regardless ol their
denominational affiliation, have benefited from its services and have enjoved a
quality of life that would have otherwise been unavailable 0 them,

11. Leadership

The Armenian Evangelical Church gave the Armenian nation many
great individuals, clergy and lay, who not only distinguished themselves in
their own fields of endeavor, but also provided good leadership. Armenian
Evangehcal leaders have distinguished themselves in the realms of education,
ans and sciences, lilerature, community leadership, philanthropic and humani-
larian enterprises.

Armenian Evangelical leaders also played an imporant role in the
lives of Armenian organizations, among which are the Armenian General
Bengvolent Union, the Knights of Vartan, and the Arménian Athletic Union, 1o
name a few, Some of them left not only their distinctive mark on the organiza-
tional life of the Armenian community, but also inspired others by their own
example; albeit, their fame outside the Armenian Evangelical constituency has
sometimes been far less than it deserved o be.

12. Christian Life-Style

Last. but not least, one of the greatest contnibutions and lasting ser-
vices of the Armenian Evangelical Church was the distinctive Chnistian lile-
style. The early Evangelicals had a munistry of presence. There was no gap
between their ullerance and their performance. Their Bible-and-Christ centered
life-style was their most convincing witness and testimony. They were distin-
guishable, not only in their conduct, but in théir faith and service o the
Armenian people. '

This life~style, which was the by-product of their religious commit-
ment 10, and personal experience with, Jesus Christ, impressed upon their
Armenian Apostolic compatriots the all-important truth that faith is not lip-ser-
vice but a way of life, and "the essence of an inner relationship o Giod in Chast,
and as such, the all-sufficiént ground of salvation before God."52

The Evangelical Christians' piety and conduct, their rejection of secu-
lar modes of life, their strict observance of the Christian Sabbath, their absti-
nence from alcoliolic beverages, their principle of absolute integrity and hon-
‘esty in business dealings and the marketplace, in short, their example, provid-

98



ed a living testimony to character and values 1o which society as a whole might
aspire. It is common knowledge now that, generally speaking, Armeman
Evangelicals in the Ouoman Empire had a reputation as a people of complete
integrity, with a character beyond reproach. So much so that in the Turkish
courts, Evangelicals were exempled from taking an oath on the Bible; their
word was accepted as their bond. Not even a Mushim judge would question
that.

The early Armenian Evangelicals attracted great atention and drew
admiration by virtue of their strong spiritual life, their stern ethical standards,
and their fervent spirit. They were inguisitive and searching, never content to
accept the obvious or the traditional at face value, They spoke with such pas-
sion and such depth of spiritual understanding that contact with them was con-
tagious and attracted a considerable following, In speaking out as they did, they
risked retaliation from' the outraged ecclesiastical and lay leadership, but that
did not deter them in the slightest. On the contrary, their loyaity to their faith
and Christian values was heightened by persecution,

Succeeding generations of Armenian Evangelicals lost a good deal of
the original vision, dedication, and enthusiasm of the "faith of their fathers.”
Following generations have not shown the same flexibility as the first and sec-
ond generations displayed in the early years of the Anmenian Evangelical
Movement in adapling themselves to the religious, educational, social and cul-
twral needs of the Armenian people, while retaining their individual character.
But when every criticism has been made, and every allowance recorded for the
imperfection of the Armenian Evangelical Church, the fact remains that she
worked her way into many comers of the life of the Armenian Nation. Obvious
faults and weaknesses must not hide the deeper significance of the Evangelical
Church because, measured by its effects, she proved hersell a potent force
among the Armenian people. Its record speaks for itself.
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LU3 URGSUNrTLUNUTL BUEAEShhL
LUMISUURL N GNPGNRLENMEDMLL

uuenentn
GBI H04S, UL 3. N bLYLLL

{wy Wibwwpwiwlwi Cwpdmdp np hpdGwlwihG Ot uhuun npytu Ypoliwlwd
2wpdnud Yp Ghiplwjuglip pt Runupwiul Pwptwpgnuih t jhnwgqu) Ypobulwi
2updmifbpnn b pt wy dwy Unwpbjuywh Bibntghh wawbgmphGitpp, vwlw)i
dwiwGwih pipwaphl tp np wihyw ppwgnig Bty G Swep Lunupwljwl Cwpdnih
niumgnuiGtipm G, ulgpmlpGhpm b wenmmuudwpw Gnipta: Wowtu tp np Qw) Whnw-
pufiwhwi Gytntghh Lwnwnwiph 3wpnwpwpniphilp np Gp punluGup 12 Grnbkpt t
dbiuny dp wwanwuhiwGG tp Omjuwebws MwnphwpphG huwwnph Lop dwlquiwih
hwumuwinbg zunn dp Ytnbpp dw) bYknbghh ulgpribpGtipml, wjumhwinbpd’ Ghpdtg
Gt Yupg dp nephpGlip, npnlg hhdGwlwitpp SGwght bopp kenphnpnlbipp: Wanp hw-
dusp whhnfuwnpltigh dGug hunwnpoy Ppplmphibip:

dFwihwiwlh wigphl htin, vwiw)b, dw) Whnwpuiwyuws Gitinkghl dhdwwytu
wqnmibigun pannpuijwl wunnwdwpwlnpbiitl, b hwijwnwy op wihlw jwypmupupbp
tpnp stp dhunbip Gep bigbntgh §p hwunwaty 1855hG plgmGhguan UStphlbiwh Prygnpiu-
Yl UhuhnGupniptiub Yondt wqunpwenmwd vwhiwGunpmphG 6 Brwplinpy Uik
pupubudub Gybnbginy Ubpuadblpni, np 26pup 4o nGtp hwwwswnpng Gplnipbwd
Upiu):

Lwhwnwl hwj wibmwpwiolwi bYtntghtbpm wpnwpbuwwty pudwinuwdm-
phwl winlg prnpG wy mGhG hhdGwlwh npny wpdbpGbp b uyqpmGpGlp, npnlg Yp
hwtwwnil winp b npnlp qubnbp Gp qonkil hpwpm: Wpdd winGgdt Jupkih t (26 «nY
hwwnnpny hpymphilips, «popop hunwmwgbulpm pwhwlwjnpmbps, «pphunnG-
hrg:n”mﬁ wquinnippiGp», «ynnudh qunwihwppy, i «Lunniwduwznbsh puwpupn-
Ppup»:

Wyu prnpt b’ dw) WibnwpwGwlwl GytinbghG hhsGniwd Yp §hw) upupnw-
dmbph qunuihwphG dpw). wju StYp Swmynnd §pi t Qonndny: Lwy Uibuwpw Gl
Gutntght 3 pnnilhp upuwwimGph quuwinpnued npophis bp, uwlw )l dwiwlulh
Dpwgph junwgwgnighp L npn pGpwigp dp uwznwinibph, np Yo uluh bpudynwlwi
Gusfubpqubpny dp. wju sty Gwhnewuwnpewanphil §po b wGhwnwlwt ywpunwing-
ph t tinpnGuignudh, wilt bnp hpwpm Yp jugnpnbl wwsmwdmbph Ynyp, hngtinp tpgt-
grnnuphulip, quiwqul prjwlguinptuip wyoppbbpp, Unipp SpuwghG pGptipgmdGbipp,
UunniwdwzniGitG junwpmnn gnfuwswgniphiGitpp b dinfupGptingnudGpp, thu-
Gl poptipgmiip Unwpbjwlwt 2ubquibwlh, b hwawpwlulpht, bpggnqniphi-
Gtipp B wywquG pipbpgmdGtn: Wyu ppnpp gnjg Ym ol np 2wy WiknwpuGulwl

102



bybnbghhl uwzmwinipp G4ni &, wwpq b nqnwih b hwlwnpoiphil Yuqdwltp-
wmwd b wwpmobwlwl wpwpnnnpbind. b Y oquugrpdt wyhnwphwpwpn hinjuwl
qpupwph:

Ly Uibinwpu Gl npkak Bytnbghh ntlywduipp op ko §p6 t aGh npng uwp-
wwinpmphGip b wwpuwlwiniphGitp. wihliw Yo pupngt, 4§ mumguwit, Yp nbljw-
Juwpt b i wewgGnpnt, hnfnuuljwl wighynphGitp b gnpdtp Yo Lwwwpt, b Yp Goihpnth
dhetiytnbgwlmb by Shelpotwlwl jupwptpniphiGipm b upupuwtuGmphiGGbpn:
Uju pognpt whlpusfu, vabugh, wop 5t dunwhwb pbby, op 4wy Whnwpwbulpnl Gyt
nbaht Yp wuwwnlwlh waquhG hustwpwwGmptin dp, b wwpiwlGtpm huy phipmdny
nulih pugiudhin pasqiwdunwy hutwnwpdngpm ity hw JriphiGl WGp. Brwn win
wihlyw Yp wwulpulh ny Ghwgl huwiiwGpuyha npng npmphwt G’ wp Gwbc wyguhl:
Uy ppustuelinipheGG poly Yp wwpunusnpbglt du) Uikmupuwiulws Bytinbght ta hw-
SwyGpp np Grcppnihl huyglpulpwG duminlghG wyushuwlndhG b junbpdwgmihi: 16
hpwdbym & op wipljm shtnwGwy bp wpdunGhpts b wmlulbihimphwl ghuwlgn-
ptilith, b puljuapubuy:

Znynuntphibp, vl G, wwipnpl twdpang Blbnkghhi, buwn w)yy Glibnbahh( wmw-
phimphulp wwpnwwGnphtil twlnp puinlwgnghy pojep wiuppbipnil, whw pt hyn’y
hwdwp hw) ubmmopuwiulul gpophod dtg hnypn vpli b wwpquignyl wihwend pul,
wiju hul wwnéwnny Blntghh uwmobulus nafhpG prafG b Jbp npwt wlnp odwG-
nuly Yp YhibwG ny-YypoGuiljul dumuynntp b tysatghha unjwuwpynnGp:

Zuty WibinwpuwGwipul Biligbghl hwuhwiaswd b nudjuytnwlwG nemptul
dip gpuwy, Guqilbimynuwd t oy Sty b wiynuitu i 4o Yunonfupnip wiwpnlju G
wnbuwGlyhiGt phomwd winp mdd n wanbgnipiip 4o fwywGwG wnp danndmpahl
Goapipoudh, nblunfupmuih b gnpdolimpliwl dtg»: ]

Ujuop winpubuh t 4wy Wknwpwiulul Cuipdnuihi Agquid wiwdinp huympbwl:
1Ghlyu bpuwlbhnuGugnig hnghljuil bi puipnjulul w potpltinp, hutnwnt bytntgu-
i nt Ypobiwlpul wnwpbinpptap dunnympnhG. hinip apw aumEGwlws b nuunju-
puslypwlwi GuwjuuGatih gprptwl dp. whuwphwpuph pupgiwibing dnnnipryaljw -
gmg Uumniwdwyniizp, ywnbwne hwighuwgul wfuwphwpwph qupqugatdhl.
huwpunugnig wph husy gpulunppiGp pp hpuwwpwlywd dwingny b ghpptpnd, b
apw pphutnnbtwlws Yppaptiul b puunhbup ymipli gpusy. hiute Gwbi whdfuywi
upunwufuwfunnnpbwl i upnch wilpuuynbh wquinmpbwd, Uwigp Blhtintighht
hwdwp ophfwl dwoubg GhpuyGoptiuyg nungltipn hwunwnmdpd, hivdp mpias huy
pphunnbtwlu Shupniuleb qupdnidh dp. hwmptwl o fuby dp plYtipughl.
punupuljut, ghnwlwi, gpuljul, puipbuhpualipul b dwpniju Jiuljwl wpuw -
phiwl wowgnpnltp, nbljujwplbip bt ugdwltpuhGp. kit Jr by wup wikiGugGh
pnhunnGturdunh YtwGph Spntp Uppopbi <u) UtnupuGubul blytintighli mdp unbih
pusll ghipulpnkg hp wipupnphEitpp: WEhyw ppwignpdtig huy dnandnipgh dngtl Glipu
wipntG puly umgnunn whluwmppdiipg: chudw Gl wpuhwGelbpn wuipnwnpwlpht
hbunbiwp by wibyw: Pugdupht nwulwsbwlitp pugnd Gtatipoy Qwj tibinwpi-
fwlwl Cwpdmip dwnugtg by damimpnhl, haqug winp YunhpGtpn. prdtg whap
\tpplipp, bt uninphg winp dhpnbipp: Cwpdnuip unumpbuG vwhiwbwgho dp Jmpwt,
0y wy funpmphil’ guawGuipitpn dhebt, plinhwlunuly hunwuwpuigty dunwbg
ponp winfg npnlp Yp YnthG husy whimbp:
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OUR RELATIONS WITH
THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC
CHURCH

REY. DR. VAHAN H. TOOTIKIAN

Nothing is more central to the teachings of Jesus than that we can wor-
ship God only in fellowship. He knew nothing of a solitary and private religion.
Ctn'isuanscammbedmm(}ndandwpmte{l from each other at the same
time.

The Armenian Evangelical Church, like other ecclesiastical bodies,
considers herself an indivisible part of Christ's universal Church, and therefore,
cherishes Christian fellowship with other churches. As in the past, al the pre-
sent time also, she has ecclesiastical relations with Armenian and non-
Armenian churches and organizations.

The Ammenian Evangelical Church has been, and is. an Armenian
Church. Although she belongs 1o the reformed group of Protestant Churches,
she was bom in the Armenian Apostolic Church, as part of the renaissance of
the nineteenth century and as an attempt to reform the Mother Church. The
carly reformists, members of the "Society of Piety," were Armenians,

Their declaration (o Patriarch Chouhajian asserted: "By nationality we
are Armenian and by faith and religion we are Christians.”! Again, when the
question was posed 10 them, as 1o what denomination would they adhere, their
response was, "By nationality we are Armenian...we are called <Evangelical>
and have named our church The Evangelical Church of Ammenia "2

In spite of the persecution, deprivation, and imprisonment, the early
Armenian reformists were determined to remain Armenian, and serve the
Armenian people. In spite of the fact that their successors were accused of
being “unpatriotic” and "schismatic," the Armenian Evangelicals did not resign
from the Armenian nation, nor did they withdraw their participation and con-
tribution to the Armenian causes. In self-defense, the Armenian Evangelicals
also reacted negatively. Thus, both camps indulged in the sport of blaming each
other and in name calling, which resulted in prejudices and ill feelings. As lime
went by, however, passions gradually decreased. The spectrum of feelings
moved from animosity and hatred 1o tempered dislike, 1o indifference, and
reserved acceptance of each other.

It would, of course, be naive to think that all the reservations between
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the sides dissipated. Yet, there was a change of attitude. Several factors became
conducive to this change. For one thing, the rapid expansion of the Annenian
Evangelical movement, the official confirmation of the "Protestant Miller” the
gradual gaining of respect through the manifold contributions of Armenian
Evangelicalism in the religious, cultural, social and educativnal realms of the
Armeman national life came (0 convince the masses that the Armienian
Evangelicals were not an undesirable element within the nation, Then came the
sporadic massacres and pogroms perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks toward the
end of the nineteenth century, and the Armenian genocide of 1915-1918 pre-
meditated and perpetrated by the Young Turks, which came 1o convince the
Armemian masses that they are not enemies to one another, but they are all
mdiscriminately victims of a common "enemy;” that the blood in the veins of
Armenian Apostolicals, Evangelicals and Catholics is the same cverywhere.

Furthermore, both the Armenian Apostolic and Evangelical Churches
began (o realize that besides sharing a common national and cultural heritage,
they share common experiences, common concerms and problems, common
gripes and grievances, common fears and frustrations.

The realities of the genocide and the so-called "white massacre:” the
assimilation of Ammenians and the gradual disintegration of its cultural values,
taught the Armenian masses the important lessons of accepting one another and
cooperating with each other. Thus, a number of cooperative ventures were
undertaken in the aftermath of the World War [ and the post-exilic period of the
diasporan Armenians. The National Sanatorium in Azounieh, Lebanon, the
Armenian Old Age Home in Aleppo (both founded by Armenian Evangelical
ministers), and the Birds' Nest in Jibeil; the quality leadership provided by
Armenian Evangelicals to the Tashnag, Ramgavar, and Henchagian political
parties; the widespread support of Armenian General Benevolent Union by the
Armenian Evangelicals; and many other contributions of the Armenian
Evangelicals facilitated the desired cooperation.

Then came the joint commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, which was celebrated throughout 1965 by Armenians of
all persuasions, in all parts of the world. These joint observances prepared the
ground for further cooperation among the three Armenian denominations --
Armenian Apostolic, Catholic, and Evangelical Churches. Two noteworthy
events, however, in the contemporary Armenian ecclesiastical history became
significantly conducive 1o the strengthening of the ecumenical spirit and rap-
prochement of the Armenian Apostolic and Evangelical Churches. The first
was the official visit of the then Moderator of the Union of the Armenian
Evangelical Churches in the Near East, Rev. Hovhannes Aharonian, 1o the
Holy See of Echmiadzin, Armenia, in 1965, at the invitation of Vazgen I
Catholicos of All Armenians, on the dual occasion of the S0th anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide and the 10th anniversary of the coronation of His

ite



Holiness as Catholicos.? The second was the bold inititive of & veteran minis-
ter, the Rev. Senckerim K. Sulahian, in 1966, who, during a joint celebration of
Vartanants, of St. Vartan's Day, in New York City, made a public request of
Catholicos Vazgen I, the Supreme Spiritual Head of All Armenians, 1o “con-
sider seriously the rescinding of the Act of 1846, as issued by Patriarch Matteos
Chouhajian, and thereby tear down the wall between the Apostolic Church and
the Evangelicals, opening the door 1o cordial and affectionate relationships
between both Churches "
In 1968, the Executive Committee of the Armenian Evangelical Union
(AEU) of Easwern States of America and Canada decided 10 pursue this matter,
and the following year, the AEL! of California followed suit. When the merger
of these Unions resulted in the formation of the Armenian Evangelical Union
of North America, an Ecumenical Task Force was appointed. A similar com-
mittee was appointed by the Pnmate of the Eastern Diocese of the: Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, under the name of the Rapprochememnt
Commission. The two ecumenical committees began a dialogue between the
Armenian Apostolic and Armenian Evangelical Churches. They met under the
joint leadership of Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan and the Rev. S. K. Sulahian.
The commission classified the general agenda as follows:
a) The excommunication act of 1846,
b) The joint application of methods to strengthen the national conscious-
ness of our people.
¢} The mutual use of the buildings and facilities of the two churches,
whenever needs anse and wherever possible.
d) Joint conferences for spirual renewal and mutual enlightenment.
¢) The participation of both churches in each other's services and cere-
moies.
) The examination of the extent of agreements of the two churches on
doctrine and ecclesiology, and the preparation of studies thereon 3

The Rapprochement Commission held ¢ight meetings between
October 12, 1970, and December 14, 1971. The meetings were altemately held
in the Armenian Diocesan Headquarters and the Annenian Evangelical Church
in New York.%

The Comumission made a number of recommendations (o its respective
bodies, which included the following: _

1. To take cautious, circumspect. yet firm steps, in the direction of future
organic union, no mater how indefinite and how far in the future that
prospect may seem to be. The preparation for such a proposed com-
plete union must be carried out gradually, so that the means empioyed
may lead to genéral harmony, and not give way o new misunder-
standings, or result in disappointments,
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2. To promote mutual respect, goodwill and cooperation among the peo-
ple of the two Churches, stressing our common nationality; the
responsibility thrust upon us by our common history, tradition and by
our forefathers, as well as the primary demands of our Armenian
Christian faith. At the same time, to reject the idea of opening new
controversies and misunderstandings, using as pretext the history of
division of the two Churches. Specially, going beyond the level of
simple tolerance and common civility, to make an effort 1o bring about
gradually, on a decper and broader basis, closer relationships, as a
result of the efforts of rapprochement between the two Churches.
3. To encourage mutval participation in each other's services and religious
ceremonies, as much as prevailing circumstances and the established
order permil such participation,
4. To make possible, for the clergy of both Churches to exchange pulpits
on appropriate occasions and under certain conditions.
5. To encourage the joint undenaking of general community type selemn
gatherings, important celebrations, cultural projects, national com-
memaoration and educational programs, taking advantage of opportu-
nities presented 1o create an atmosphere of harmony.
6. To facilitate the mutual use of church buildings and social halls of one
Church by the other, for public or special purposes, wherever it is nec-
essary and whenever possible.
7. Occasionally, fo organize and hold Joint conferences or meetings on a
district level, to discuss religious and social problems, primarily con-
cerning the two Churches, Also to organize joint Bible-study groups
in the buildings attached to the Church or elsewhere, and on such
occasions (o pray together, in accordance with an agreed program,
8. Through such assemblies and special celebrations to make an effort to
study such topics as Church organization, spiritual ministry, holy
sacraments, religious ceremonies and similar subjects, in order 1o
facilitate the growing understanding and agreement between the two
Churches and thus pave the way 1o future union
As a result of these ecumenical dialogues, two historic Armenian
Clergy Retreats were held; one in California, with the participation of the cler-
gy of the western Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Armenian
Evangelical Minisierium in California, in 1974: the other, at St. Benedict's
Retreat House in Peekskill, New York, in 1975, with the participation of the
clergy of the Armenian Diocese (Echmiadzin), the Armenian Prelacy (Cilicia),
and the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America. '

Unforunately, in ecumenical endeavors, these retreats proved the
exception rather than the rule, because the recommendations of  the
Commission were not implemented,
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Undoubtedly, the Rapprochement Comumission's Report was a most
welcome development. It was a very encouraging phenomenon that represen-
tatives of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America
and the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America seriously deliberated
the question of church reunion. Their report, submitted on February 12, 1972,
to the "proper autherities of both Churches,” raised hopes in both camps.
Unfortunately however, Vazgen I, the then Catholicos of All Armenians, unex-
peciedly and abruptly put an end to these ecumenical dialogues,

In his letter of December 30, 1972, o Archbishop Torgom
Manoukian, the Primate of the Eastern Diocese, His Holiness Vazgen 1, in a
negative mood, stated that “The Report of the Rapprochement Commission
does not correspond with the objectives of the Bishop's Council (held in 1968,
in Echmiadzin, Armenia).” He added, "We wish to offer invitation of union to
our Evangelical children and to submit 1o their kind attention, that to arrive at
that goal...it is necessary to adhere more firmly to the canonical and tradition-
al principles, understandings, and hierarchical structure...only they become the
supreme pledge of the perpetuity of the particular survival of Armenian
Christianity...and the spiritual, cultural, and national unity of the Armenian
people.” He then concluded with a rhetorical question, " Are our separated chil-
dren, Catholic and Protestant, prepared (o hear the invitation of the Mother
Church of the Armenians?"?

This letter was a complete shock to the members of the
Rapprochement Commission and many ecumenically-minded clergy and lay
people from both Armenian and Evangelical Churches. Of course, there were
reasons for this unfortunate "letter.” There were internal and external pressures
on Catholicos Vazgen; perhaps there were factors and circumstances beyond
his control! But whatever the causes, there was no justification for such a dras-
tic decision!

Times have changed, leaders have changed, and circumstances have
changed since the writing of the letter. Almost a quarter of a century has
clapsed. Political circumstances have changed -- the Soviel Union has col-
lapsed, Armenia is a free and independent country, the cold war is over and
there is a new catholicos on the throne of Holy Echmiadzin, in the person of
Catholicos Karekin 1 (formerly Catholicos Karekin 11 of the See of Cilicia),
who not only is endowed with wisdom, Christian statesmanship, and good will,
but also with an ecumenical spirit. He can revive the ecumenical dialogue
between the two churches; he can also initiate the implementation of the reso-
lutions of the Rapprochement Commission, and pursuee the ecumenical endeay-
ors cherished by concerned Armenian clergy and laity from both Churches,
Undoubtedly, he will find genuine support from the present pontfT of the Great
House of Cilicia, Catholicos Aram I, who is a highly esteemed leader in the
World Council of Churches and an equally ecumenically-oriented leader of the
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Armenian Church.

In 1996, several developments took place which reaffirm our belief
that both the Catholicos of All Armenians, His Holiness Karekin I, and the
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, Aram L, are open to closer relation-
ship with the Armenmian Evangelical Church. These include:

a. Their visitations (0 the Armenian Evangelical institutions during their
pontifical visits 1o their North American constituencies (Karekin [ in
January and February, 1996; and Aram [ in June and July, 1996);

b. Their public acknowledgements that Armenian Evangelicals are part
and parcel of the Armenian nation;

¢. Catholicos Karekin's recognition of Armenian Evangelicals (Dr,
Jack Abdulian and Mrs. Zevant Apelian) for their services to the
Armenian nation;

d. The invitation of this writer, the Rev. Tootikian, by the Executive
Committee of the 1700th Anniversary of Christianity in Ammenia to
a Consultation Conference, June 14, 1996, in Paris, France:

e. Catholicos Karekin I's videotape message and letier, and Catholicos
Aram I's letter on the ogcasion of the International Celebration of the
150th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church, held in Issy-
Les-Moulineaux, France, from June 27-30, 1996,

f. Catholicos Karekin I's warm reception of the Armenian Evangelical
delegation on Sunday, July 7, 1996, at the Cathedral of the Holy
Echmiadzin, on the 150th Anniversary observation of the Armenian
Evangelical Church; his recognition of the Armenian Evangelical
Church and her contributions to the nation during his sermon that
morning: and his presence, with high ranking Armenian clergy at the
public celebration in Yerevan, and his special message 1o all
Armenian Evangelicals in Armenia and the Diaspora.

The effectiveness of both Armenian Apostolic and Evangelical
Churches lies in their spiritual strength, and that can be realized by unity -- of
purpose, in Christian ideals and in hearts.

All Armenians are bound together for weal or woe, They must be uni-
fied into one national family, Their solidarity is based on two important princi-
ples, First, they are all one in Christ. They are bound together by Christian ties.
They must so guide their thoughts that they may realistically weigh the issues
of life, and seeing their religious life as a nation, may move beyond provin-
cialism 1© a well grounded commitment to the building of God's kingdom.
Secondly, their unily is based on a simple principle that they all belong to one
Nation united in destiny and indivisible as an entity. They are the same on the
basis of Armenianism.

At a time when the loss of social cohesion in Armenian community
life has prompied many Asmenians to search for spiritual alternatives, and at a
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time when all concerned Armenians are troubled by the problem of assimila-
tiom, every responsible Armenian leader should accept the necessity of putting
national interests above partisan and parochial considerations, It will take an
active commitment on the pant of both individuals and organizations (o create
a climate of reconciliation, 10 stretch out the hand of forbearance and 10 carry
the noble torch of brotherly love among the Armenians,

The time has amrived for the Amrmenian Evangelical Church to rededi-
cate itself o s past goals and to heed the voice of the future. Armenian
Evangelicals should regard their Church as a vital cog in the great national
scheme of things and give themselves a chance to achieve true fulfillment. This
can be done most effectively with the Armenian Apostolic Church.

The road to unity is not paved and smooth; it is a rugged road.
Uindoubtedly, thére are important differences between the Armenian Apostolic
and Armenian Evangelical Churches which present some problems. There are
doctrinal, theological, institutional, and liturgical differences. There are also
differences of outlook, orientation and custom.

In spite of all differences, however, the Annenian Apostolic and
Armenian Evangelical Churches are not poles apart as some seem (o think.
Even if there are significant differences, the two Churches have much in com-
mon and they can still unite in most essentials. Both the Ammenian Apostolic
and the Armenian Evangelical Churches, for instance, share belief in the same
doctrines:

- the Nicene Creed;

- the Holy Trinity - God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of mankind;

- the same Jesus Christ, in the redemptive act of God through Jesus Christ;
that this redemptive act is centered in the birth, life, ministry, and death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ; :

- the Holy Spirit, Who is present and active in this world and among His
children;

- sin, atonement; redemption, grace, salvation, and etemal life; that all
men are corrupted by sin and cannot save themselves; that atonement in
the work of Christ reconciling God and man; that God's grace is free;
that salvation is the sum total of the good thal comes o men through
God's free gift by grace and through their own free acceptance of what
He offers and their conformity to His will; that eternal life is the climax

‘of God's gift 1o men through Christ;

- the Church, the Body of Christ and the fellowship of those who are com-
mitted 1o Him;

- worship, prayer and sacraments;

- the Bible, which contains the Word of God; o

- Christian way of life: the moral and ethical demands of a religion that
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calls for allegiance 1o Christ, purity, justice, mercy, love, service and
good will among men.

At present, the two Churches are not far apart even in non-essentials,
such as use of vestments, symbolism, observances of holidays and festivals. In
recent years there has been a liwrgical reévival in the Armenian Evangelical
Church. The old puritanistic antagonism to all Kinds of formalism is not char-
acteristic of the Armenian Evangelical Church anymore. The liturgical renew-
al in some Armenian Evangelical churches has created not only a revival of
interest in worship and rituals, but has also brought about changes in church
architecture, in the arrangements of sanctuaries, in the use of symbols, in the
attire of ministers, and in the observance of traditional seasons of the church
year.

In appraising the prospect of a union between the Armenian Apostolic
and Armenian Evangelical Churches, one who stands too closely within his
own denominational tradition is likely to accentuate the differences and diffi-
culties that must be surmounted in attaining union. It is important to realize that
there are many similarities, common experiences and common meanings, even
in dissimilar practices, as well as great possibilities of rapprochement and rec-
onciliation.

Admittedly, complete and final merger is not an immediate possibili-
ty. But it is very encouraging to know that the Armenian Apostolic Church is
not only interested in rapprochement and unity but considers that "theological
and doctrinal matiers would be the last step on the long road to union.”® In
some Church traditions, such as in the Greek Orthodox Church, uniformity in
matters of faith is a prerequisite and a categorical iImperative to any serious
talks or merger. Such religious traditions maintain that before there can be
union among Christians, there must first be full agreement in faith that there
can be only one basis for union - the fullness of the faith, The Greek Orthodox
Church rejects the whole concept of “intercommunion” betwgen separated
Christian bodies and admits no form of sacramental fellowship short of full
communion.”

In our day and age, Armenians have 10 understand that the totality of
the Armenian people is bound up as one indivisible unit. What happens 10
Armenians in one place affects the destiny of Armenians throughout the world.
In recent years, the tragic earthquake in northern Armenia, the Azer massacres
in Baku and in the historic Artzakh, the Turkish and Azen economic blockade
of Armenia, the heart-rending suffering of the Armenian people in their
Fatherland in the face of enormous hardships have awakened all Armenians 10
the stark realization that none of the religious or political groups is self-suffi-
cient in itself. Thus, all Armenians must recognize thal a chain is only as strong
as its weakest link, and they must be sure that every link int their chain is forged
just as strongly as another. Each component of the nation must realize that it 15
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a link in an endless chain, and to be an Annenian is w have a bond with every
other Armenian, no matter where or in what circumstances,

In short, the Armenian Aposiolic and the Armenian Evangelical
Churches must be unified in spirit. Their solidanity is based on two important
principles:

a. All Armenian Churches and all Armenians are one in Christ;
b. They belong to one nation, united in destiny and indivisible as an entity.

Their greatest challenge now is to be one strong nation serving God
and mankind in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
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Ut surupsrnrebruLtNMe
U3 UNULGLULTL BUELEShDL ABS

Uuenentn
LB HGS, JULU Y 3. BRehuLUL

Lur) WibmnwpuiliwipuG PwpbGnpnggulwi Gupdmdh dGGnngh wowghd huy optd
wlinp wnwpGnpntipp hunwmwght, hwunuwnbght b winbghG, pt hw) thG ppblp by
dGwhG whpwdwl kY Swup huymptiwb b Lw) GytntghhG, m Gpt Jhnwgquighl junw-
gugun pudwlnuip wn Enw whudag: Yol mweGudtoyibp Gap uumwhnn ntyg-
ptipG blwa gnyg wwgm, pt hugp hwy tp’ Gy gyl t bpwGgh, G hunwnph B hwo-
wwtiph, hG; Gytintighh b jupwinwinpbwd w) wunlwitp: bpulwinpbwt oty hw-
Jnp2Gundh ybp huwiynul, mt Gpt wweh dp Gnw winute’ wpmbunwywi tp wiblw b dwiw-
Guwlinp: bpuwlwtinptud gt payap Yandbpl wy ounng whnpunuipdw, np hpkGp Gty
thi hpliGg whgbuwgnd, wqguiht ta Gwlmpw ht duwmuGgny, hphilg wypwd G hpkig
ghdwynuwd hopdwlipltpng b Ginpdnipheiibpng, nuubpng b wmwnwwwlplbpng, b
Juuny i mwgluugny: Whhe duglwlws bnbinth 3hubwibwlp’ 196506, tlw gnjg
wiwpnt pt Gyl thi hphlip® hwybpp, e wyy huly wuwndwany] wihpudbym tp dowbu
ppwpny, dbnp bipljwpby bpapn b hwdwgnpdwlght nputu St Swpdhl, Gty hngh b bty
wiipnngniphib:

Wyugtu tp np 196586 ulubwy wnwpbjpulw b wibmupoGolwl honnwdGbpp
humptuws hnpdbghl dowbiGuy hpupm: Uppuptic 1965h6 Ybp. 3ndhwiGie Whwpni-
Lwlh wuwpmobwlpub wigndp EedhwdhG Ynuphigul waqwpwdwl vwngwlnjntpp, t
Guidpw) pught dbp. UtGtptiphd UupuhtwGhG, np U Gopph dty ujwgnn Qwpnw-
lwbg woliwlwumupniptiwG dp pipwgphl hpwupupwlw: b wupnebuwty uigptp U-
GGy Quwyng Quypwgtinn Ywqqth Unwehltl np ytipg wury hwj wibnwpwbwyubis-
pn gkl Fingun) wpwwphwpp Uunptny Inifunétaulh npud pwlwnpubphi:

Utpdtgnuih ulqpGulu wgu wpnwjuywnph G6EpLG bup tp, np 196606 huly Uhw-
ghwy Lwhwbgbtpm dke wljuwb pwpdh) Yondtpp & gnymphiwt Yngbigh Utipdbgiwl
Jwld Gusfunuip dp, np gpumtp dipdtignudh hupgmy), bt buplphniplivsG wwmoguehQ Yon-
Gtipp phipkp hpwpm:

SwldluwhumdpG hp wewghl huGrmynoil niltigw 20 Uwjhu 197006, npmG juw-
gnpntighl biopp mphGtip. Gn)6 2p9whG Yuwjugwa Gwt puiqiuph bplfuoum phubibip, w-
nopph bt Ynfubwuljugnnmplat hudwp ipwliwl wnuGdGuignidGen 1974h6 b 197556,
g Ytipghltbpmb dwubwlgbgwi htyyty Wiknwpwbulwl bytnbghitpm Gnylutu
Gutit Unwipbyulyw Uwyp bybintghh bodhwdGwlwG b Uophhwuwlwl Upnnllpm
YpoGwlwGttp: Shpwl Wpp. Lhpunjtwh Yuspon e 646 nbuwpnpbut wwl’ Utip-
Gtigiwl JwhdGwlumipl b |tpgn) 1972 YtubpmG hwuun npn) bgpuljwgmphiGGipm
bt wumnpuiwntig bp wbntwghpp, op Gnjihtiuuwg6 wldGnibgun Yandbpm wunlwl
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GwpdhGatpmG:

Lun uluniwd gnpop, uwu)l, whulilw) Yhpymn] Yuobgus dehwdiun hugpu-
wtnh@ 30 Helywbidptip 1972 pnuwbhp Gwdwlnyg np ningnibgut jwaGulunidph wnb-
Guugtin WhpunjtiwG UppwquiGhi... Cun wn ghphl’ whnblwghphl prgwisulmphibp
stp hwdwwunwufuGbp 1968hG E9dhwdhih ity Yuugwd bughulnynuwlwi dnnn-
dh npnzardGbpmd. wjunbwinbipd, hp ghpny, dhwionp @yl 4o pwbup gmnp 4w)
blytintighhi poynp winGg wagbt, npnfip whuwlywpl | ninmGLhG winp hidbuwlpuG uwbn-
fwywi uygpmbpGtipp b bitinbgwljwd Yupg o swppp:

1972t0 wunh( whgun Sow punnpn nup, b finfuntbigun pwn pul hwml punw-
puiwl, pybpuwgh b waquihl Yhwlptt Gipe: Wed Ywh Ypobwlus, piibpwht b
wqquiht Gop giptp b Gop nbYwdwpniphl, vnbigdmuwd 56 Gopl wuwGw i b junwg
twd’ Gop mnbwglbp, npnbp wibyh ghuphG Yy plow)be huy hwlwyGpGhpne b Yondbpm
Gunngmuil hpwpm: EpdhwdhGh Umpp Upnehl quibwljuy Supbghf U UidkGwG hwjng
Yupnnhlnup bt Yhhibwi Upnnh quihwlun Wpowd 1L ywpanhlnug jugnh b6 ng Shugl
hpkfig dhe-Lybnbgwlwl jupwpbpuiphilGibpm spopugmpbundp’ wy dwiuoobn dw)
WibnwpuGwlwimpbwl hubnty hphGg mGtgwa Yhgmudpm]: W) dhwl puguputpw
bt qunuuupwlu wwp n wwn hadsip, b wlul thepbGhpe: W pampp Y hug-
OEG qpunwipwlp Ynndbpne Swingmdh b ppuphwaljugnnnptiwd Yupbthmpbwl: Wb-
16" uthhunpbwl ww)dwGibpp b wlnGgl®t jwmupwgnn «ughuwly gupnep hpusdujw-
G Yp nupd 656 Ynnibpnt Sownbgnidl hpwpnt Juul npnnuihG hwolwgnympbw oy
baptipni, npuytugh withndimp, dhwbwg b qopwbuy hwjnippilp: D bpgn) wjsop Jwn
wikighanm bwfibp Y wGewn hilped imndtpp hpupm i GhuagGbpn b ppaepnt gonb-
|m pwil pt pudGlym quinGp YpoGuwlwltE by hwdw)lpwihits dhib unmgmudpw-
JhG b plybpughG mmtiwgGpp: Wingn widhewlpud Gupbimph dp b wipanpw-
G by JhipgGuljul Shwdninidp Ynndtpnd, vwlu)l wibpwdbyn b dhwbgqudplnihym
plnmGhy, pt huwy dnnnmpnf inhunued b pyog 6ty b Ghuubutpul webnuugl hngh-
ugtu. hlwgwlmGoptl b wiggnihl, npnifhtinby, syt Y bgpuipuegbt joqnuudwghpp.

«ww. Rngnp hw) blbintighGhpl n huybpp dty 56 Lphunnund, (k]

«p. Winlip Yp wunnlw(he bty wagh, Shugud b6 Gwlunnwghpn b wikwnwih-
(h 6 nputy wipnngniphuls:
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ARMENIAN NATIONALISM
AND THE
EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT!

MANUEL M. JINBASHIAN

The establishment of the Evangelical Church of Armenia on 1 July
1846, is an event of historic significance and like all events that happen in his-
tory, it could not have happened in a vacuum; there should have been a num-
ber of underlying and immediate causes that produced it. One should try to find
out what were these causes. I present this paper not as some kind of “apology”
for the establishment of the Evangelical Church of Armenia, nor as a polemic
against the Armenian National Church. I must, however, acknowledge that
objectivity in historical research is a rare commodity. Even the primary sources
quoted as reliable witnesses are often very subjective.? | doubt that I will be
able to shed new light to the on going debate, because the field is well worked
over.

I am sure whatever 1 say will satisfy neither the proponents nor the
opponents of the establishment of the Evangelical Church of Armenia. Division
in the body of Christ is a violence against the unity of the Church whatever the
causes of that separation. Debates and war of words do not resolve any con-
flicts in human relationships; it is only love thal in time can heal the wounds
left on the body of Christ, and even $o the scars remain. We as Evangelicals
need to show greater love and open mindedness toward the National Church
despite all that happened a century and a half ago. The ties that bind us togeth-
er are far stronger than those that separate us. The theological, cultural, lin-
guistic and ethnic common ground that is found between us is far greater and
more significant than the differences we have.

Having said the above, I must hasten to add that the Church is not a
human institution, We can study the causes and consequences of the establish-
ment of a Church but there is more 1o it than simple historic accidence. The
Church is a divine institution; it is established and founded by God (I Thes
2.14; 1 Cor 3.11, 19). Hence the Church belongs to God. She is One, Universal
- i.e., Catholic - and Holy. This unity is not an arithmetic sum of the various
congregations or dioceses but an organic unity which links cach believer to
Christ and hence 10 one another (I Cor 1.9; 1 John 1.3). The establishment of
the Evangelical Church of Armenia should not be looked at as being a simple
historic event but as a divine intervention and an expression of His will.
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Despite the fact that the Church is local and bas the ethnic, linguistic,
cultural, and social imprint of its members (1 Cor 1.2, 1T Cor 1.1) she is
Universal. The opposite of universality is not to be local bat 10 be denoming-
tional. Worshipping in Armenian, Arabic or English does not contradict her
universality, nor the fact that she is found in many geographic locations change
the nature of the Church. She is in this world but she is not of this world, hence
she is holy, separaled and dedicated to ber Lord.

One needs to clarify some misconceptions that are found in books and
articles-written on the establishment of the Evangelical Church of Armenia. It
has been the bone of contention on both sides. The defenders of the opposing
sides have put forth emotional and forceful arguments trying (o justify their
position and condemning the opponent. This has led 10 a degree of subjectivi-
ty and polemical spirit which is not acceplable in scholarly research. The
Evangelicals insist that their movement was an indigenous, ‘a reform and
revival movement whose underlying causes are to be found in the state of the
National Church of the time. They further claim, that the immediate cause of
the separation was the persecution of the Evangelicals at the hands of the
Patriarchs and their excommunication from the National Church.® The
Orthodox authors, on the other hand, insist that the establishment of the
Evangelical Church was the work of foreign missionaries and had nothing 0
do with church reform or revival 4

Some truth is found in the assertions of both sides, But both sides miss
the point by persisting in their argumentative positions, To say that our side has
committed no fault and that all the mistakes are on the other side is a otalitar-
ian frame of mind which leads us no where. As 1 said above, there is not ong
cause that brought about the separation, and it should not be considered in
human linguistic categories only. The break was not the result of a single cause

nor of human causes alone but through the divine Will.5 Parallel 1o the exter-
nal causes there arose a movement of spiritual significance, the need for reform
and revival within the National Church. If we separate the binh of the
Evangelical Church of Armenia from the outer causes and reforming move-
ments within, we distort the facts of history.

One should not judge what happened a hundred and fifty years ago in
the Tight of the sisation within the Armenian Orthodox Church ioday. Now we
are living in an ecumenical age when both the Armenian Orthodox Church,
with its two branches (Etchmiadzin and Cilicia), and the Armenian Evangelical
Church with its three unions (Middle East, France and North America) are
members of the World Council of Churches, as well as the Middle East Council
of Churches. T am convinced that the separation of the Evangelical Church of
Armenia would not have taken place if we had had Catholicoi with the breadth
of spirit and the depth of mind of H, H. Garegin I of All Armenians, and H. H.
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Aram 1 of the Great House of Cilicia, both of whom are highly educated and
ecumenical minded ecclesiastical hierarchs; both are Catholicoi of highest
integrity, with large enough heans 1o bear all Armenians irrespective of their
confession or political affiliation. I have personally known both of them and
have had dealings with them, both before and after they became Catholicos.
History, however, cannot be rewritten, the clock cannot be tumned back., We
have to.accept the tums of history as they are and try o see where do they lead.
History is the best teacher i we are eager students ready (o learn.

As a result of the undercurrent of discontent and demand for reform,
a small group of the disciples of Grigor Peshtimaljian, both laymen and prigsts®
came together in 1863 to form a group interested in religions revival and
renewal known as The Society of the Pious.” This sociely was headed by
Hovhannes Ter-Sahakian until 1842 when he left to the United States for théo-
logical studies and Abisoghom Utujian, the older brother of Rev. Stepan
Ujian, succeeded him as the head of this Society. The members of the Society
of the Pious were men of integrity, with impeceable moral character, deep spir-
itual experience and were fervent servants of the National Church,

The wesumony of Rev. Stepan Utujian, concerning his elder brother
Abisoghom., is very touching:

“During the five yearly religious festival® he would always go 1o confes-
sion and then partake of the communion. On the eve of these five festi-
vals, he would spend the whoele might in prayer. Next to his bed one could
see the Psalter, the Nareg, the book of the liturgy and the book of chants.
He would wake up his parents and brothers and ask for their forgiveness
for the sins committed aganst them and then he would go to church 1o
partake of the communion.” Then he adds, "He could indeed say like the
apostle that as 1o righteousness under the law blameless.™?

The members of the Society of the Pious were interested in becoming
aleaven for the renewal of the Church. They were interested in prayer and read-
ing of the Bible; 1o develop a spirituality based not on the performance of the
ritual demands of their religion but on the study of the Bible and prayer. They
did not consider themselves as laying the foundation of a new church but as an
instrument for the revival of the whole nation.'? I must und¢rline the fact that
they did not want to break with the National Church and establish a new
Evangelical Church of Annenia. Utujian says:

“Let it suffice for us to say here this much, that the Mission, when it first
arrived, found the ground ready. There was among our Nation a Group of
illuminated and vigilant men who welcomed with love their coming, and
joined them in working and co-operating with them for the illumination

and reform of the majority of our Nation.!!
Even under the severest of persecution and hardship imposed on thein
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by the Patriarch, the enlightened individuals did not want o leave the National
Church. In their response to the Patriarch’s new confession of faith, in a letter
dated 22 January 1846, they gave a summary of their confession of faith and
concluded with the following words:
“We are Armenians by nationality and Christians by faith or religion.
Loyal subjects of the Ottoman government, Nevertheless, if we have
emed in some religious or political matter -for we do not regard ourselves
as being infatlible - if you could indicate 1o us where we have gone
wrong, we would be willing to accept...But we cannot work against our
conscience for fear of God
We remain Your Beatitude,

Your well wishing, persecuted Christian subjects.”12

It was this Society of the Pious that later became the nucleus of the
Evangelical Church of Armenia.

The way in which the founders of the Evangelical Church of Armenia
called themselves has always intrigued me. The form of the name follows
exactly the model of the Armenian National Church. The National Church is
called "Hayastanyaytz Arakelakan Yekeghetzi,” rendered functionall y il means
“The Apostolic Church (of those) of Armenia” The Evangelicals when asked
what do they want to call their church they replied, “Hayastanyaytz
Avetaranakan Yekeghetzi,” meaning, “The Evangelical Church (of those) of
Amnenia,”"!3 They changed one word in the title "Arakelakan-Apostolic” to
“Avetaranakan-Evangelical” One should ask why?

THE ROLE OF THE MISSIONARIES
It would be wrong to give the impression that the missionaries did not
have an important role in the rise and development of the Evangelical
Movement. They did! Unfortunately, however, we see a dichotomy in the pol-
icy statements of the American missionaries toward the Armenian Church and
their actions. On the one hand we find the official declaration of the American
Bowrd of Commissioners for Foreign Missions which is clear and categoric,
that they are not interested in establishing a separate Evangelical Church. Let
us quote the statement of James 1. Barton, the secretary of ABCFM:
“In order that misunderstanding may be cleared up, it should be stated
here that missionaries to the Armenians and Greeks were not sent (o
divide the churches or (0 separate out those who should accept education
and read the Bible in the vernacular, Their one supreme endeavor was (o
help the Armenians and Greeks work out a quict bul genuine reform in
their respective churches. The missionaries made no attacks upon church-
es, their costoms, or beliefs, but sttove by positive, quiet effort to show
the necessary changes,"14
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Barton further asserts that the purpose of the missionaries was n0( 1o
establish an Armenian Evangelical Church but to spread the New Testament in
the vemacular tongue among the Armenians, and help them reform their
National Church under their own leadership.!'5 And when the break came, it
was against the wishes and effort of the missionaries, 19

Contrasted to the above stated intentions we sec a contradiction in the
reports the missionaries were sending back to their board in which they were
extremely critical of the Armenian Church, its beliefs, rituals and hierarchy. 17
William Goodell himself was very critical and waited for the time when the
Armenian National Church would be completely changed'® and says:

.Like all the Oriental churches, the Armenian had become exceedingly
corrupt. Tt was almost wholly given up (o superstition and 1o idolatrous
worship of saints..."!?

Goodell, despite the policy of non-proselytism, was encouraging
many Armenians o leave thetr Church and follow the truth and when the break
came, he expressed great satisfaction. Y Similarly, Dwight seemed 1o be indif-
ferent o the possibility of a separation. It looks as though he encouraged the
members of the Society of the Pious to be intransigent in their atitude when
Patriarch Mattheos tried to find ways of bringing the two sides together.2!

One does not need (o doubt the sincerity of the missionaries. T would
£0 a step further and grant them the benefit of the doubt in their criticism and
say that despite all the virulent criticism, their policy was not to proselytize,
However, this does not mean that policy statements or declarations done by
missionaries, and actions that the missionaries undertook in the field were com-
patible, One can sow the seeds but he cannot control the consequences. Let us
not forget the words of our Lond, one cannot put the new wine in old wineskins
(ML 9.17).

THE CONSEQUENCES

Although the missionaries asserted that they did not intend 10 set up a
separate Evangelical Church, and despite the fact that the Society of the Pious
was against the establishment of such a separate entity, exactly fifleen years
after the arrival of the missionari¢s in Constantinople.2? on 1 July 1846, the
Evangelical Church of Armenia was established. Again we need to ask why?

I cannot accept “persecution” as being the only or main “cause” for
the break between the Armenian National Church and the Evangelically mind-
ed Armenians. Nor do 1 see “the excommunication” by the Patriarch as being
the determinant factor, Both the excommunication and persecutions were the
symptoms of the underlying marasmus which was “the symbiotic relation
between the Church and the Nation.” And if we add to that the attitude of the
missionaries toward this “symbiosis” -who regarded it as being the root of all
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the evil - we can see what an explosive situation it had created. 2
But we Evangelicals are in no position 10 criticize the Armenian
National Church for the symbiotic relation it has with the nation nor do the mis-
sionarics have the moral authority 1o criticize the Armenian National Church
for the persecution of the Evangelicals. 1 do not mean o say that the National
Church was justified in using strong-anm Lactcs in its atempt © win back the
Evangelicals; these are lamentable and unacceptable under any circumstance.
But it is worthwhile to ask to our Western Colleagues:
i) What happened to the Anabaplists on the European continent, where
are they now? They were wiped out by the Protestants as much as by the
Catholics;
it} If we cross the ocean, the situation was no different in the colonies,
The Puritans and the Sepamatists joineéd to form churches that followed
the Congregational pattern. “In principle New England was made up of
Christian commonwealths where Christians controlled both the Church
and the state and where all society was govermned by Christian stan-
dards...at first the Congregationalists in Massachusetts sought 10 force
conformity with their conceptions of the Church. Quakers especially
fared badly at their hands."24
All of this was happening in New England a hundred and Gifty years
before the coming of the Congregational missionaries to the Middle East.
Catholicos Garegin | Hovsebiants of the Great House of Cilicia - in his
answer (o the questions raised by the Rev. G. Adanalian - explains why such
a symbiotic relation had developed between the Church and the Nation among
the Armenians. This symbiosis was not the result of an accident but the out-

come of long historic evolution. 2> We should, however, note that from the very
beginning there was this symbiosis and it was not the outcome of a histonc
evolution as Catholicos Hovsebiants claims. When Christianity was declared
the State religion in the beginning of the 4th century, the Church adapted her-
self to the sociopolitical and territorial structure of the land. Prof. N. Adontz
has summed up the situation superbly with the following words:
“The bitter struggle for the nationalization of the Church in Armenia was
in reality for its nakhararization, for the transfer of nakharar customs into
the ecclesiastical sphere...Wherever the Church was successful in accom-
plishing this, it became nakharar-national, but in the parts of the country
where, under the influence of Impenial policy, it failed or did not see the
necessity of adapting to local forms, the Armenian Church remained 3
part of the common ecclesiastical structure. This political framework for
ecclesiastical events is a fundamental factor in the isolation of the
Ammenian Church.from the Catholic Church, regardless of dogmatic prin-

ciples or disagreements."26
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Thus the Church conformed 1o the feudal pattern both in her external
hicrarchical structure and in her internal organization. Hierarchically the
Church conformed to the feudal stratification of the noble class. Just as the feu-

dal lords?” ranked in importance according to their thrones2® and dignity,2?

similarly the bishops had an ascending scale, with the Catholicos forming the
apex. Thus the nationalization and isolation of the Church, brought about even
a closer relationship and almost total union of Church and Nation. To be an
Armenian meant o be an Orthodox Christian: if one is not an Orthodox
Christian, be is not an Armenian.

The question we need o raise today is: should the situation continue
as it was throughout our history, when we are standing at the tum of the twen-
ticth century, looking toward the twenty first century? or should there come
about a separation of Church and Nation? The answer varies according 1o
which Armenian situation we are referring to. In Armenia and in the diaspora
the sitwation is not the same, and therefore, the answer cannol be the same.,
When Armenia became independent of the Soviet Union and the Republic of
Armenia was established, after some hesitation, the government officially rec-
ognized the Evangelical Church as being part of the Nation, but still does not
permit her to evangelize outside the walls of her churches. In the diaspora the
situation is a lite more delicate. There, beside the Church, the political parties
are playing a key role. These are often ultra nationalistic, revolutionary and
totalitanan in their outlook and governance. There is no place for non-confor-
mity, even from members of the National Armenians let alone the Evangelicals
or the Catholics,

Modem revolutionary nationalism was born out of the Polish resis-
tance to the partition of their land between Russia, Prussia and Austria (1772-
1795).30 The French Revolution saw a grealer stirring of this sense of nation-
alism, tumming it into a passion. At the outbreak of the French Revolution, in
1789, people shouted vive la nation! The Armenian Evangelical Church has no
place for such “romantic nationalism” with its political, economic and revolu-
tionary purports. The Armenian Evangelical Church is not a revolutionary
political party, it is a church. In our constitution and by-laws, it is stated very
unambiguously that members of political parties and secret organizations can-
not be pastors in our churches, nor should they become members of the church
council. We are a church and not & political organization. First and foremost
our loyalty as a pastor is to God and His people. There is no way that we should
sell our souls Lo any political party or secret organization for whatever nation-
al, economic or political reason,

The above statement does not mean that we are not involved in the
affairs of our Nation of which we are part and parcel. On the contrary, we do
not need to learn from any political party how to serve our people. Evangelicals
have been in the forefront of national affairs. Let us not forget Rev. Tigran
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Andreasian who played a prominent role in the salvation of the people of Musa
tagh.3! Nor should we ignore the work of Mr. Soghomon Tehlirian, who was
himself an Evangelical. 32 One could go on to number all the Evangelicals who
have been active and leaders of political parties, but that is not our task,

To come back to the question of the Evangelical Church and the
Armenian Nation, I should point out that the founders of the Evangelical
Church stated that they did not want to break with the National Church nor to
separate from the nation. One of the first and greatest Evangelicals was Priest®?
Emak Ter Vertanes Grigorian. Before his death he wrote a booklet entitled

Kronabokhoutioune Barekargoutioune che > He was the most persecuted
member of the Evangelical Church. He suffered torture, exile and humiliation
4t the hands of the Patriarch and perhaps it was because of it that he became an
Evangelical, He was a man of integrity and an ardent defender of the freedom
of conscience. The missionaries as much as the Patriarch could not stomach
him. The missionarics fired him from his post as a book seller because he was
not willing to compromise with his conviction. In his old age he was obliged to
start a school to support himself, and when he was too old to work, he was in
a very adverse condition and be died in extreme poverty, on May 17, 1875.
Two days before his death, he had heard that the Bythinian Union was
having its annual convention in Istanbul, Thinking it was held in Pera, at the
Beyoghlu Church, he went there walking to give his last testament to his broth-
ers, and found out that the meeting was at the Langa Church. But he was too
weak to walk all the way back to Langa, so he asked a friend to go there and
give his testament saying:
My departing time is near, night is drawing closer, speak (o those dear
servants that they should not deviate from our first glorious resolution,
let them not hurt the work, let them spare the Nation, let them spare the
immortal souls. From the beginning the earnest desire of our hearts was
that OUR CHURCH, OURS, SHOULD BE REFORMED THROUGH
THE GOSPEL, AND IN IT RELIGION AND PIETY BE REVIVED.
LET THEM NOT DEVIATE FROM THAT HONORABLE PUR-

POSE, WHICH IS OUR RIGHTFUL PRIDE. %

Rev. A. Shemavonian, in his preface to the history of Stepan Utujian,

writes:

“Among the Armenians there could be found a few undaunted souls who
had the courage to stand up and declare that by the Grace of God they
are taking upon themselves the dangerous role of being the vanguard of
religious reform among the Armenians. They were forty persons in all.
Simple, humble, meek, praying Armenians, who had been cast out of their
houses and churches. They were insignificant in nymber and position..
Some thought that with a few threatening words, one or two severe bulls



of excommunication and official anathemas, they would be able 1o silence
them and destroy their movement. But they remained unmoved, their
vaice drowned in the clamor of the day, yet it will echo with a roar from
generation to generation and, it will force the Armenians 1o take note of
their statement. “We respect the ecclesiastical authorities, we accept with
utmost respect our national traditions which have been sanctified by the
blood of the martyrs. We accept the confession of faith (creed) of the
Church Universal, We love the Armenian Nation with all our heart and
all our soul, but the freedom of our conscience we consider {0 be more
valuable than everything else, and will not allow that any authority or tra-
dition or command pluck up from our hands the Gospel of Christ, or be a
hindrance for us and for our sons when we come, without a mediator or
intercessor, to fulfill our spiritval duty to God the saviour according o
our conscience,” They said. "If there was a separation, that separation
could be considered external and temporary. The best elements of the
Nation will ultimately grasp the meaning of that voice and adopt its spir-
it,"36 concludes Shemavonian,

How much more nationalistic can one gettobe? On 1 July 1846 forty
persons, 37 men and 3 women, at 08:00 hours gathered wgether in the chapel
found in the house of Rev. H. J. 0. Dwight. There were also other seven
American and two Scottish missionaries. Before the start of the worship service
the missionaries asked the gathered believers,

“Now that you want to establish an organized church, which denomina-
tion37 have you chosen or to which denomination will you attach your-
selves?™ The gathered believers answered, “We do not need to designate
any new denomination or adopt a foreign system point by point. Having
been disciples of the Holy Gospel and having accepted its soul reviving
principles, we desire 10 take our mother church 10 informer aposiolic
orthodoxy and its simplicity, therefore, we have decided to establish THE
EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF ARMENIA AND NOTHING ELSE®

NOTES

1. This is a paper read by Rev, Doct. Manuel Jinbashian at the “Theological Seminar on
Church and Nation,” organized by the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches
in the Near East and held on November 1, 1996, at the Near East School of Theology,
Beirut, Lebanon. .

2. See the works of Avetis Perperian ( Patmoutioun hayotz, 1772-1860, Costantnoupolis,
1871) and Stepan Utnjian (T2agoumen yov Eniatsk Avetaranakanoutian Fe Hays,
Costantnowpolis, 1914) both of whom were contemporaries of the events and were
direetly involved in one way or another. The former is clearly biased toward the
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3. See Utujian, pp. 92-135; Yeghia Kassouny, Lousashavigh, Beisut, 1974, pp. 24-53;
Tigran Kherlobian, Voskematyan, vol. I, Bewrut, 1050, pp. 8-14; G. B. Adanalian,
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5. Tootikian, pp. 11-58; Chopourian, pp. 7, 62-108,

6. Utajian mentions the names of some of the disciples of Peshtimaljian who later
became members of the Society of the Pious: Hovhannes Ter-Sahakian, Priest Georg
Ardzruni. Senckerim Ter-Minassian, Sargis Hovhannessian. priest Vertanes
Yeznakian, Abisoghom Utujian. etc. See Utujian, p. 45.

7. “Barepashtowian Miyabanoutioune " in Armenian.

&, “Taghavark™ in Armenian.

9. Umsijian, p. 103; Philipians, ch. 3. v. 6.

10. According to Utijian, “at that time missionaries had not yet arrived, but there is 0o
doubt that among the Armenians there were such whose minds were ready to listen
to the preaching of the life giving word of God.” see Utujian, p. 46.

11. Ibid., pp. 241 sq..

12 Ibid., p- 162.

13. Ibid., p. 167. _

14. 1. L. Barton, Daybreak in Turkey, Boston, 1908, p. 108: W. E. Strong, The Siory of
the American Board: An Account of the First Hundred Years, vol. 1, Boston, 1910,
pp. 91 sq; Chopourian, pp. | 5q, 29-34; Yeghiayan, pp. 212 sq.

15. Barton. p. 157; cf. E.D. G. Prince, Forty Years in the Turkish Empire, New York.
1883, p. 315, W. N. Chambers, Yoljuluk, London, 1928, pp. 109 sq; Strong L, p 93

16. Barton, p. 109.
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Missions, Annual Reporr, Boston, 1932, p. 153; E. Smith, Researches of the Rev. E.

Smith and Rev. H. G. O. Dwight in Armenia, vol. 1. Boston, 1883, pp. 57, 140 540,
and 287 sq.

I8. See Prime. p. 174

19. Ibid., p. 126. For a report on the “cormpt” state of the Armenian clergy as described
by the three former Armenian churchmen to Mr. Goodell, see American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Annual Report, Boston, 1925, p. 7.

126




20. Prime, pp. 180, 306, 317.

21. H. G. O. Dwight, Christianity in Turkey: A Narvative of the Protestani Reformation
in the Armenian Church,. London, 1854, pp. 1705, 214, 217,

22. The first American Board missionary came to Istanbol in June 1831, See Uljian, p.
47.

23, Richter reparded this symbiotic relation as being the stumbling block for the spread
of the Gospel among the Armenians. See J. Richter, A History of Profestant Missions
in the Near East, New York, 1910, pp. 111sq. Chopounian calls this “Histonic
Symphonic Relationship of Charch and Nation.” See Chopourian, pp. 35-47; see also
Perperian, pp. 295 sq; Tootikian, pp. 28-30; and Adanalian, p. 6.

24, See K. 5. Latourette, A History of Christianity, London, 1964, p. 953,

25. Hovsebiants, pp. 307-313; Adanalian, pp. 102-104

26. N. Adontz, Armenia in the Period of Justinian: The Political Conditions Based on
Nakharar system [translated and annotated by N. A. Garsoian], Lisbon, 1970, p. 166.

27, “Nakharars" in Armenian.

28. “Gah™ in Armenian.

29. “Pariv” in Anmenian.

30. R. P. Palmer and ). Colton, A Histery of the Modern World, New York, 1965, pp.
218-223.

31. Kassouny, p. 393,

32, V. Minnkhorian, Saghamon Tehlivian: Verhishownner, Cairo, 1953, p. 348,

33. “Kahana" in Armenian.

34, “Changing One's Fairh Is Not Reformation”™ in English.

5. Uyjian, pp: 226-227; Adanalian, p. 44,

36. Utajian, pp. IV-V. \

37. "Haranvangutioun” in Armenian.

38. Utujian, p. 167.

127



<{U3 uQguavuyluvnrehMLE
GF URGSUPULULUYL CULGNRUT

Uuenaonrn
Jdb0. ULLNMEL U ShuMlcEUL

Lwlpwnwl niwbg w)l Yupdhphl i hwsngmhG pt dwy Wibwwpwlwlywi Cwp-
dnudp htintuwGpl tp 0t Yondt owwp GhupnbupGbpm GhqbpmG b dpeu Ynndt Tinjun)
Luyyng Muwnphwppnpbiul dtinp wowd fuunmph G6Lpme’ hwljwbhtnbowlwb rwpdmd-
Gtipr ntd, e pt wiGhlyw hp gnywnmdh wnwehG huy optl Yp dpantp wponuwilpnby hGwpaunp-
bwG Uwyp BYbnbght' ruuntpp gnyg Yoo wwl wwlwgl, np wlhlw dGnilnG tp pupb-
GopngiwlwG plghwinp wyl knwwlpht b winp plybpgnn wqquighli m wgquGu-
Ywi ghunwlgnipbul, wquunnpbwt b hpwmbph hwolpwgnnmpbwt, npnlip hplibgdt
Ubpu wehf n’y Whw)6 OudwitiuG YugupnipbuG huy hudu )Gpp wybe wipnng Lwjupm-
phwlp: Wyu Yugmpmll oquugnpdmbgun wpbniunbwG dhupnbupmpbul Gogdt, b6
hayp np witphhwG ShuhnGwpmpbl quibnqua Ghpljwpugnighyitp juGuluwiho-
PG hwumwnwd pyw ht hpbiGg whnblwghpbpng pk hptip Uptibyp thG hwubp wwpgo-
PtG hnG phpbim hwdwp UibmupwGhe njup b thG dhintp thewdmlu prpug wpbibbwl
ttintighlGbpnt GbpphG Yuing m uwpphl, hwownwdphl b gnpdmGtnpbulb: Gwunbpp
uwlwy, b GnyGhuy Ywng dp wbinkhughptpb winGg’ w)y dhupnGuwpbbpnd, gnyg fm
i, pt whnGgdt ndwlp, b puqiwp thl whnbp, Juptghl wwnwlwhy gnpdniGtni-
P, puguiitipbghG Wiknwpwiwljwi Cwpdndh wnwehl htuntanprfitpp hwlwnpnib-
it Ugp blytinkighh b hwurnwnbym wihguwn hundwylip dp ta Bhbintigh dp hpbiGg ghwn-
gud b hwuljguwd dtuny:

buly uiyn ghingniwdl m hwulgnuwdp mgmulh Yp hwlungpmtp <wy Unwpbpulju
Uiuyp GYtinbighh Yuinnjght, np wjuwghuny 4p uniwGop hidGwlws wnwphl hwpnuudp,
Gt np, vwhuyl, whnh shuwpantp bunwmwSpwjhi b Gunnguh hp npagpt:

“hup dp b gigt wibigh wy WibnwpwwlwGnpfibp dGwg gripy hw) wqquihl
poinp 2updmidGnt, wynmbwlntipd opehl wwubwibwlGbpp biws gnyg wwn ptwib-
wnwnwlwlwi huyl wy hwy tp wggmpbwdp b pwéwlu bp quintp wowhG zwpphl
Mpwl wgquiht JwipdnulGhpmi, b pt Yuwpbyh jtp nypwbiwg wing hw Jmephelip b nrupu
06t quiG waquihG hp wunnlwbihmpbittG: W pw dp gnfuniwd tp whaoopwlngu.
b wyw Ulppyhwwh Smjutfitiutg Wwpnnplmut 6 wunhG: bpuw bp np Yup wibwdwnt-
mbih pwb dp 2wy GYtnkghhG i 4wy Ugght Ghobi, ta whing htwnbiwGph tp bywd w)l
puitip np wunwhbip bp bpkl: Upgupb’ bpp uljuG digt) wquwnwlpwGopuG b ppwniGph
haytnG witGnipbp, 2wy Bytnbghh ongt Ghipu uljuwd fuppunuitbpniG ntd wipwlyam
lwg dwy Ugquihl BYtnbaht b ny Gty pwh Yupnnwouwt swpdb) qupbipn pipwgphl
wipwewd wuhipubnqulwlniphibp b wnhp o unbindby Bytinkghhl hwdwp Jtpw-
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nunbugm ulgplwlput pp wibnwpwGuwlwimpbwl, peabm Ytipwhnpngnish pmGy dp
husympliwl b1 Gop oplipnt Gop uywydus GGy JEpwalbpnm dy hw) waguw 0 Ywnnggh:

Wyuop” EpdhwdhGh Guiptight U, Ulppypwuh Upwd 11 Yupnaplynuliting npntp
puiguhpn, pugihunp b hwdwlunhnipbil n hwwlbgnipbiwG hbiunbinn b pupd pugn) G
munuiGwnmpbwip quipquigud bltinbgulwl wnwebinpnGlip b6 wtd Jnju Yp GlipzG-
266, np quipquiliug bt funpuati ) Uwjp blybintghh, 2wy Urbinwpus GulwGmptiuG b Lw)
“Ywpnnhllt hwidw)Gph Shebt uljumind wqquizhl hwiwgaphwlgniphiGp, npnghtinbi w Jchd
poinp YnnidbipG wy ghunwlghg BG. np pwin wibith wwinGwnlbp b wnbeGep Ll wqquw-
JDG ShwuGmption pwib prudwimwdniphwg: b qupgny wtwnp st Snwhwb pby, np hwj-
Yuyw Yhwhph Giplud, Uqwin m Ubilywhe QwpwunwGh dte pt uthhinph wipnng -
puwoph. pug Yp wwht hpwwwpwlp b wilpwdbyn Iy nGdwgt hwdwgnpdwlgmpptp,
hwdwjunhnphiGip by hpwphwolwgnnophitip waqn Ywquinn huy wauppbinniG Shob:

bul wju wwppbpp: Pujg hw ) b6 whinlp wyuop, hisgtu np bhe bpkh wy: Upnwpt
tipp I 3nighu 1846hG Mopuny oty Ustiphyugh dhuhnbup Snwgph phwlupwbp hwiup-
twd pumuum G hugnpnh Gbpnt hwpg wpntigue hnl Gbplw) bopp wy) wdbpliwgh G bp-
knt ulnduihwgh dhuhntiwpGhpm Gbplwimplwi pt hurwnadph o Gtlnd b hwduw)G-
puighG n’p npmphwG Ymqthl hbntafy wintp Wuunuuhiwitghl dhupbpnt pt hphlip
huwy thi B Uibnwipuwlh htantanpn, b [kl Bybnbgh whunh nynity (nl « 2w jwemwt-
buyyg Uibwwpwluyws bhtinbghs t ntphy nfils:

Ly Ui GwuGGbpp Ghsm w hwnwinwghG. pt husg thG hpblp b Yp wusn-
YwGhG huympbiwd by wipwdwt dtY dwulhll thG wqght:
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ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL,
AND POLITICAL”

REV. DR. PAUL HAIDOSTIAN

Why should Armenian Evangelical youth be involved in societal
issues, and how can they be prepared o face their environment confidently, and
what happens if they are not ready for the challenge?

Indeed, it is of great value for the youth of a church to be assured that
the religious outlook they have been developing in their formative years corre-
sponds directly with the issues of society at large. To be more specific, youth
need to find correspondence with those strata in society thal present themselves
as. competing with religious outlooks and institutions. For Armenian
Evangelical youth, membership in the church has the potential 10 be more than
a pro-forma affiliation. For them the church is, at its best, a group of experi-
enced elders, a reliable network of people, resources, and ideas, a witness to the
faith history of the community, a representative of all that wranscends their
immediate situations, a provider of ideology and commitment, a secure launch
pad to the future, and the scene for a myriad of activities in which faith, talents
and worldviews are tested.

Institutions, communities, and older generations have a pivotal role in
the identity formation of adolescents.? In fact, it is a responsibility of theirs.
The identity formation of the youth is critical for the church because it is what
determings, 1o a great extent, the preparedness of youth to join the adult world
with a hopeful and trusting vision of the future, with a commitment 1o the goo
of all, and with stability of character. The vitality and the future of the church
depend on it.

What is the gxient to which the church needs to be concerned with-and
deliberately involved in the identity formation of its youth? The question gets
especially complicated in matters that have not been viewed by the Anmenian
Evangelical Church as traditionally ‘religious.’ Political matters are a good
example. Some in the church actually ask: Why not preach the plain Gospel
and let God take care of the rest? Why not trust that social interaction, family
dynamics, schooling, and various other phenomena will help youth find a way
oul of their social crises? _

Others, compartmentalizing life into religious and secular, ask: What
is the ultimate goal of the church in its teachings and theology? Is it the
enhancement of the psychosocial well-being of its youth, or the development
of their faith in God? Can the church not prepare its youth for the world and
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«till be faithful 1o the Gospel of Chirist? Can the church pot encourage the
development of any sociopolitical identity and still prepare faithful, decent, and
trustworthy clements in society? o

Duncan B. Forrester, in his Beliefs., Values. and POIiCiCs. presents
tree understandings of the responsibilities of theology in the world. First, he
says, there is the individualistic and private theology “which understands
Christian faith as a private option without public relevance.”3 In line with this
understanding, it is quile justified w stay away from issues that concern lhe
gencral public because the domain of theology is a "spiritual” realm. Second is
the view that theology is one academic disCipling among many others, each
having its field of interest and expertise. Therefore, "in relation 10 moStL matiers
on the secular agenda it can say nothing."*But Forrester favors a third under-
standing of theology in which theology is concerned with the wholeness of life
as a nawral cutcome of the belief in the universal lordship of Jesus Christ.
Accordingly, theology is not "limited 10 a spiritual realm so that it has nothing
10 say to temporal concerns. [t is not confined 10 the spbere of human inward-
ness and subjectivity."

As seen in Forrester's third understanding of theology, life is not a set
of unrelated domains but a whole in which all pans are interdependent. Every
aspect of the life of the church is related 10 the others; every act of the church
is in correspondence with the total life of the church; and every theological
position of the church is expected W be a part of the witness of the church.

The church is not church if it does not prepare its members for the
world. The church is not church if it creates a dichotomy between sacred and
secular realms in life. The church is not church if its life, including the life of
its members, is not perceived wholistically. Such a view is evident in Armenian
Evangelical thinking as well.

Not only religion and faith, but also ideology, and personal and com-
munal identity, are seen as related 1o both the deepest of human experiences
from the earliest days of one's life and to the future hopes and potentialities of
individuals and communities. It is only in such a sense that any Armenian

Evangetical negligence of the sociopolitical sphere has to be seen as problem-
atic.

A MATTER OF '"WITNESS'

For the Anmenian Evangelical Church in the Near East, concern with
the wholeness of life is a matier of special importance. The Armenian
Evangelical understanding of education® as well as the community oriented
cultures in the Middle East emphasize a wholistic view of life. The self-under-
standings of the Eastern Orthodox churches can serve as examples. 1t is their
understanding that in the life of these churches one does not find demarcation
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lines between secular and religious realms of life, nor indeed between faith and
politics, or theology and ideology,? More importantly, the personal faith, work
habits, household traditions, social involvement, and institutional alfiliations of
an Armenian Evangelical individual, or any individual in any confessional
group, are seen as intimately belonging to the theology, life of worship, litur-
gy, multiple activitics, and the policies of the Church as a denomination. All
these and more, combined, are perceived 10 represent the witness® of, for
example, the Armenian Evangelical Church.

Concern with the witness of a church is exaggerated with a group such
as the Armenian Evangelical Church, first, because of the history of tension it
has had with its socio-religious environment, and second, for being a more or
less homogeneous minority group. A cerain conduct of an Ammenian
Evangelical individual may be considered by the public or by official authori-
ties in Syria or Lebanon as an expression of the attitude of the whole Armenian
Evangelical Church, and the positions or traditions of the Church are seen as
necessarily those of each individual member. It is not uncommon for official
anthorities to hold the head of the Armenian Evangelical community, i.c. the
minister representing the denomination before the government, morally
responsible for the misconduct of an individual who may be registered as
Evangelical, especially when the person’s misconduct has religious connota-
tions.? The opposite is also true. Quite often individual Armenian Evangelicals
cause others astonishment when they behave in a certain way Or CXpress a cer-
tain opinion that is not known to be traditionally 'Evangelical,’ such as belong-
ing to a political party or using swear words. More specifically, it calches many
Armenians by surprise to discover that some of the organizers of the Armenian
political parties in the 19th century were Evangelical by confession. They are
surprised because the Armenian Evangelical Church has been known for its
neutrality and even discouragement of political involvement.

All this is to say that the Armenian Evangelical Church, as a confes-
sional community, is perceived by outsiders to have a unified witngss. In such
a witness all members are expected 1o be in agreement, all facets of the witness
belong 1o each other, the expressions of one individual are the expressions of
the whole, and the positions of the denomination are the positions of each of
the individuals who, by birth or by conviction, belong to that community.

Therefore, whenever the propriety of a certain policy or decision of
the Armenian Evangelical Church is questioned, the subject of the general wit-
ness of the Church is. introduced. Consequently, this puls a heavy burden on
any church by limiting its freedom, both as individuals and community; certain
aspects of the life of the church could be paralyzed, and the way of reform
could be hindered. Positively speaking, however, emphasis on the overall wit-
ness can keep the whole community aware of the power and presence of a wil-
ness that transcends the immediate concerns, problems, and positions of ndi-
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viduals and even the whole denomination. It could keep the church communi-
ty and its members critically sensitive 10 their self and group identity and edi-
fying role in SOCieLy. y

The question of prepanng youth for the world is, al heart, a queshion
of witness, Therefore, it is of vital importanice 10 ask: what happens 10 the wit-
pess of the Armenian Evangelical Church if it takes Steps in preparing its youth
1 face a highly political socicty, and what happens 1o the witness if the subject
is neglected altogether?

Fortunately, the choice is not always between remaining faithful to the
Gospel and keeping the integrity of the witness of the Church intact. Often both
mean the same thing, ¢specially when the theology of the community and the
institution of the Church arc not *a free-floating theory or a detached ideolo-
gy,"10 to use Forrester's words. Still, it is important to remember that the
church can err and, as Forrester says, “fidelity (o the gospel can sometimes be
in tension with the current teaching of the institutional church."! This kind of
a tension is costly in communities such as the Armenian community in the Near
East where any discrepancy between the positions of the institutional church
and the teachings of the gospel will clearly weaken the overall witness of the
Church. This is $0 because, in the Near East, the popular expectations from the
church are quite high. The church is expected to be all things to all people.
Among many things, it is seen (o be the herald of truth, the advocate of justice,
the embodiment of the Good News, and especially the guardian of the identity
of communities.

We should admit that the Armenian Evangelical Church has neglect-
ed a dimension of Anmenian life in the Near East, namely, the political dimen-
sion. The problem is not that it avoids taking partial pOSItIONS ON various issues
other Armenian churches and organizations argue about. Rather, it is that the
Armenian Evangelical Church does not exhibit awareness of the need of its
youth and young adults, in panticular, 10 integrate political views and ideologi-
cal convictions into their budding sense of identity. The church pedagogy and
agenda show no awareness of the fact that youth cannot be Armenian
_Evangciical only in a narrowly defined religious sense, but that they need to
become aware of themselves in psychosocial and political senses upon as well
and relate all to their faith experience.

. In order to address the aforementioned problem let us ask several
questions that will explain the complexity of the challenge that faces Armenian
Evangelicals, and will also suggest ways of thinking about it and resolving it.

1M



WHY INSPIRE INVOLVEMENT?

If the Armenian Evangelical Church needs [0 prepare its constituency,
especially its youth, o participate in shaping the life of the community, then it
needs to know why consciousness of, and sometmes involvement in the socio-
political issues of the community iS necessary.

Let us start with a few words of caution. First, the involvement of the
church as an institution and as a people is not justified if the main incentive 15
to prove to society-at large that the church is a4 presence that has o be reckoned
with (although such a sentiment is often detected in all churches), The church
should not become a hostage of its creed and the most powerful insututions of
society (such as the political parties among Armenians). Socio-political con-
sciousness and involvement are not justified if the sole purpose is to compete
with other denominations, their activities and political statements (although
such a competition may sometimes be unavoidable). Again, the Armenian
Evangelical Church must not become a hostage of a competition with the
Armenian Apostolic or Catholic Churches,

Second, a call for a ¢change in the Armenian Evangelical position in
relation 1o society dogs not mean only change in the strategies of its denomi-
national leadership, It is not encugh to s¢e the governing bodies of the denom-
ination get involved before the congregatons themselves are prepared or inler-
ested in such an involvement. The positiens, aspirations, and fellowship of the
congregations have to be discemed before a denomination acts. For a democ-
ratic ecclesial institution such as the Ammenian Evangelical Church, to have
open communication inside a congregation and then among vanous congrega-
tions and committees is vital for any viable approach to sociopoliical involve-
ment.

On another scale, the Armenian Evangelical Church is yet 1o seule on
a position with regard to the degree to which its work needs 10 be centralized
and to what degree decentralized. Currently, & constitutional debate 15 going on
with regard to how much more centralization is needed in the Armenian Evan-
gelical Church of the Near East.!2 All these are consideralions a minority
ecclesial group like the Armenian Evangelical Church must entertan if a bet-
ter involvement in the affairs of society is 10 be achieved.

To repeal, to know why involvement is the preferred way is a question
believers as well as their representative bodies in the church have o struggle
with. Without such a knowledge the church loses its integrity and becomes an
instrument of various social or political forces, sometimes in ways that are con-
trary 1o ils very principles. This is a potential problem the Church and theolo-
gy have faced since the earliest times of the Church.

It is generally agreed that there can be no church and no theology that
is devoid of a certain social and political setting. There has been less agree-
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ment. however, on what the relationship between the w0 15, Duncan B.
Forrester. in his Theology and Politics, agreeing that "every religion and every
political system must generate a political theology of some "“‘f‘*"fj‘ proceeds
o trace some major historical responses (o this question, beginning with the
early Christian ¢ra. The following are thre¢ major approaches (0 the subject in
the form of political theologies: :

1) At one extreme is the view of theology as distingt from the social
order. This is represented by Tertullian (¢.160-220), for whom the church was
a counter-culture institation, Therefore, Christians, learning from Christ's
rejection of an earthly kingdom, have (o separate themselves from the secular
world, The Church is a parallel community 1o the secular one, and it represents
a challenge to $ocicty because it stands for an alternative way of understanding
and ordering life.!#

2) At another extreme is the view that theology and politics are parl-
pers, It is represented by the positions and works of Eusebius of (Caesarea (264-
340)), who sought to find a favorable relationship between Christianity and the
empire of Constantine. There was, for him, a perfect harmony between Church
and State, theology and politics, where one legitimized the other, and working
ogether they could provide justice and peace for the world.!?

3) The Augustinian notion of the City of God represents a midway
between the two extreme positions. There the heavenly city transcends but does
not contradict the earthly one. Augustine (353-430) had critical views on both
sides. He taught that the earthly city was corrupl, just as the Roman Empire
was, but the Church too was not pure (o the degree of being identical with the
City of God. It was only a partial manifestation of that City. !

A history of a century and a half seems 1o show that the Arnmenian
Evangelical Church has been on the reacting end of the church/state, and the-
ology/politics discussions. It is no wonder, then, that one may have difficulty
locating this Church on the spectrum discussed above. The Church does not
agree with an intimale parmership bétween the two; it does not advocale a sep-
aration, at least openly, of the secular realm from the spiritual; but it does not
show how it could be located in a midway position ¢ither. The discussion is
basically absent. However, one cannot but consider its silence as a political
statement itsell; it is a neglect of politics without necessarily believing that the
church 15 opposed 1o colture. There was a time when Armenian Evangelical
silence about politics was intentional. The revival movement of the first
Ameénian Evangelicals was, 1o put it dualistically, for the spiritual realm not
the temporal; it was to reform the piety and theology not the polity of the
church. But such is not the position of the church today. First, dualism is not
advocated; and second, the silence of the Armenian Evangelical Church is nei-
ther examined nor intentional. The church is aloof today because the past
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church was aloof.

It would be an oversimplification of things to view the apolitical
stance of the Church as a résult of Puritan influence through the foreign mis-
sionaries. The Evangelical movement among Armenians in its earliest days
represented a protest against the close partnership, or rather the ideological and
social fusion, between the Armenian Apostolic Church and the institutions that
represented or governed the Armenian people. The Puritan influence, however,
provided an ideological umbrella for the Armenian Evangelical critigue of the
Armenian Apostolic Church,

A typical Armenian Evangelical approach to the issue can be summa-
dized in the thinking of one of its leaders, the Rev. Hovhannes Aharonian.!’
Aharonian presents a critique of the close partnership between the Armenian
Apostolic Church and the concept of ‘nationhood’. At the same time, however,
he insists on the involvement of all individuals in the affairs of society, as a
Christian duty, By opposing over-involvement and under-involvement at the
same time, Armenian Evangelicals seems 10 be striking a balance among a vari-
ety of positions, setting a pattern of such positions. With regard to the ecu-
menicity of the Church, the divisions in the Church are lamented, yet those who
compromise certain positions in the same realm are criticized; with regard o
social action, primary importance is assigned to helping the poor, yet he criti-
cizes those who center their preaching on such issues are criticized. This gen-
eral attitude of Aharonian's, [ think, represents the Armenian Evangelical real-
ity of striking sets of balances in the Near East quite adequately.

The Armenian Evangelical wish to find a balance among various the-
ological views that are in apparent discord with each other could be scen as a
strategic way of maneuvering in the midst of more powerful ecclesial and polit-
ical groupings. But it is not only so. It is a reality that points o deeper levels of
danger and insecurity, It can even be characierized as a *Protean” response 1o
the life that is presented to this Church.'® Accordingly, the Armenian
Evangelical Church, made wary by its own struggle to survive and constantly
prove its legitimacy as “Armenian” and as “church”, tries to find a unigqueness
in holding positions that are only seemingly contradictory.

Involvement in the society and its affairs is 1o be encouraged, accord-
ing to Aharonian, because of the paturg of the church:

1. Locality is Responsibility:

The church is both local and universal. However, Aharonian’s empha-
sis is more on the logality of the church than on its universality. Emphasizing
the local character includes relationships with various churches in the neigh-
borhood. Even the universality of the church is seen in the fact that each local
chureh lives with the awareness that it is a part of the universal church spread
not only throughout time but also throughout the globe. Auention io the local
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character highlights the need for relationship and cooperation with those in the
immediate vicinity, while attention to the universal nature points to the fact that
the local church, and indeed, each individual, needs to be interesied in and
responsible for more than local and contemporary issues of the immediate
world. This challenges all Christians to be other-oriented and other-interested

at all times.'?

2. Availability is also Action:

The fact that the church exists “for the world” and "W serve the
world"20 puts the church in a posture of availability to the world, Aharonian
asserts that the Armenian Evangelical Church is not a seli-enclosed church, but
he does not dwell on how this church can be available to a waorld that is wider
than the Arménian community in the Middle East. In his view, availability is
envisioned as preparedness to help, to teach, to relieve, to liberate, to reconcile
and to point to God's kingdom. - Availability has an ‘action’ aspect to it that can
be most engaging for all members of the church, but primarily for the youth.
Indeed, as one leams from Erikson, availability can evolve, for youth, into rit-
uals of service 1o the neighborhood apd the world, giving the youth a sense of
solidarity with each other for such service and a deep sense of commitment (o
the Gospel and the meaning it brings to life.

3. Save the Neighbor?

The church is not only the communion of the saved, it is also a saving
body. The purpose of salvation, Aharonian says, is not "self-glorification” but
"being responsible for sharing with others the same grace that one has
received."2! Accordingly, he adds, the Armenian Evangelical Church needs to
be ‘outgoing’ and 'outreaching’, thereby living out its faith, This raises a critical
question. If one of the definitions of faith is "giving oneself 1o one’s neigh-
bors"#2 then it is only natwral to expect the church and its constituency 1o
acquire a knowledge of and a relationship with those neighbors. It is the duty
of the church and the older generations in the church to teach the younger ones
who is considered a neighbor and who is not. It is also the duty of the church
1o teach, in accordance with the teachings of the Gospel, how one ¢an relate to
one's neighbors.

The subject of the neighborhood of the Armenian communities in the
N_Iidd!e East, and that of the Armenian Evangelical Church in particular is a
highly complicated one, and the Church has much to do to delineate its posi-
ton in this regard. It is also a complicated matter to ask which of the neighbors
the Armenian Evangelical Church and its community should trust, love and
serve. Morcover, what form of neighbor-love should the Church embody and
teach? A self-sacrificial love, a muwally beneficial one, or another?23

In Aharonian's mind, as well as in most Armenian Evmﬁdimi minds,
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the neighborhood of Anmenian Evangelicals starts with fellow Armenians and
gradually extends 1o the very ends of the earth, Unfortunately, however, all that
lies between these two extremities receives little or no attention. 1t is often for-
gouten that there is a world that is not as close as the Armenian and not as dis-
tant as the whole gikumene. The Church has been quite oblivious to the non-
Armenian Christian and non-Christian groups that surround the Armenian
Evangelical Church in the Near East. Feeling satisfied with formal relation-
ships with some of these groups in such ecumenical organizations as the
Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) and the Fellowship of Middle East
Evangelical Churches (FMEEC), and with being law-abiding citizens, the
Church feels it is doing all that is required of iL.

In a sense, this is a discussion of the identity of not only Armenian
Evangelical individuals, but also of the Armenian Evangelical Church. A
group’s identity cannot be totally separated from the identity of each of its
members. Much of the identification of Armenian Evangelical individuals,
especially in the stage of youth, is the direct result of what the Church has pre-
sented itself and its world to be. Thus by not demonstrating (o the youth how
they can relate and are called to relate to their neighbors, the Church has been
actively participating in the development of an identity in youth that is built on
one segment of society, namely, the Ammenian Evangelical, or at best the
Armenian. As shown in Erikson's theory of the life cycle, it is the outcome of
the identity stage that determines, to a great extent, what happens with the next
stage, the stage of intimacy.

One way of viewing the stage of identity is (o see it as 4 preparation
for sharing one’s life with another and with others, but this happens only after
a reasonable degree of certainty is established with regard (o one's own identi-
ty. In the absence of such intimacy, dislantiation takes over, often standing in
the way of the development of a better sense of ethics in the adult.?* On a par-
allel scale, the subject of the neighborhood of the Armenian Evangelical
Church is also a discussion of the development of the wider identity that con-
stitutes the sense of ethics the Church advocates. It is true that a major part of
the identity of the Armenian Evangelical youth is expressive of the communi-
ty of the Church. However, it is equally necessary for the development of an
ethical sense to find a sense of a mutuality with those who are outside that
group if identity is to become ethical in orientation, an integral part of the mis-
sion of the Armenian Evangelical Church.

4, Examine the Culture:

Aharonian admits that the church is subject to the cultural movements
and the civic laws of its days,*® making the church the recipient of much that
could be against its choice and positions. However, it is not clear who will
examine these movements and their impact on the life and witness of the
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church if the church itself does not do so. The Armenian Evangelical Church
has not shown much awareness of, let alone evaluation of, its relationship 1o
«uch external forces. Also missing in Aharonian’s evaluations is an apprecia-
tion of the dynamic and interactive relationship between cultural movements
and the church itself, After all, it is not culture alone thal bas an impact on the
church. The church 100, as a pant of the culture, makes its impression on the
people, however small that impression may be.

Whereas he recognizes the influence of vanous cultural forces on the
church. Aharonian does not discuss the meaning of such a phenomenon. since
the church is subject to the influence of its culture, is it not better for it to help
shape that culture? 1t is simplistic for the Anmenian Evangelical Church to per-
ceive itsell as a self-sufficient community. Its young membership is in contact
with the larger world as they are going to join the technotogical world in-adult-
hood. Youth need from the world the same affirmation of their identity that
they need from the Church, and they need the same confirmation and recogni-
tion of their unique experiences that they need from the Church. The Church
does the youth good if it teaches them to be able to ¢valuate the affirmations
and confirmations of the larger society. The Church needs (o teach the youth
the ability to recognize which of these confirmations and affirmations by peers
and groups are meaningful and healthy and which are not. For this to happen,
the Church needs 1o understand the complexity of the environmental images
and symbols that are presented by society Lo the youth.

For the Church to live its life-shaping and history-making mission it
has to find ways of inspiring the younger generations. Youth need to be con-
vinced that they are not the mere objects of what history and culture force on
them, but rather, that they can participate in changing cultural patterns and soci-
etal realities as well. To be realistic, however, one should mention that in their
Middle Eastern context, not only Armenian Evangelical youth but all youth
often feel powerless before economic difficulties, political repressions, and
religious traditions. Change is neither a common word nor is it a welcome one.
Still, the church should fight everything that causes it 1o become apathetic.
After all, the church is called to be church whatever the external conditions
may be.

The extent to which the Armenian Evangelical Church is a sect and
the extent to which it is an institionalized ¢hurch is determined by the way
the church examines and relates to its cultural environment. Al present the
Armmenian Evangelical Church seems 10 occupy middle ground between the
two extremes, While some of the old attitudes prevail with regard to, say, the
rejection of ‘worldliness', the Ammenian Evangelical Church is now a tradition-
al institution parallel to the Apostolic and the Catholic Churches. The
Armenian Evangelical Church bas managed to avoid seeing itself and present-
ing itself as in “tension with the environment.” Instead, it has introduced a cer-
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tain mode of tension, that of overlooking the fact that such a tension does exist,
and attributing disagreements with the environment (o the unigue character and
approach of the Ammenian Evangelical Church.

While discussing why the youth must be inspired to be involved, it is
necessary (o address the following additional factor pertaining to the type of
entity the Armenian Evangelical Church bhas: although the Armenian
Evangelical Church is perceived by outsiders, and described in Aharonian's
writings, as having a unified witness in its environment, Aharonian himsell
reminds vs that the Church is a divided body. The divisions in the church of
Christ hold true among Armenian Evangelicals themselves 100, So it is 10 be
expected that various Armenian Evangelical individuals and congregations. will
have different views on why involvement is necessary and what the limits of
involvement are. This is especially true in view of the fact that the Armenian
Evangelical Church claims to be a democratic community.28 There, the value
of the person and his/her uniqueness is respected.

Nevertheless, the church remains a family, and family dynamics and
tensions are expected to be operant in that community.2? Often the church is a
family for those young individuals who come from dysfunctional families; it is
a father and a mother to those who have niot enjoyed the care of their parents; 28
and 1t is a teacher to those who have not had enough education 1o make it on
their own in their world,

To repeat, why is the church expected (o inspire its youth 1o be inter-
ested in their environment, 1o be conscious of its underpinning’s (including the
political), and to seck constructive roles in it? Because not to do so would leave
the development of the ethical sense of the youth &t the mercy of haphazard
phenomena, experiences, and institutions in society that could easily diffuse the
dentification fragments, the sclf-image and the community-image these youth
have been raised with. It could also prove the Armenian Evangelical Church 1o
be only an institution that is detached from reality, having little to do with the
daily and temporal struggles of its members. Now if there are things that could
hurt the ‘witness’ of the Church, what could hurt more than detachment from
the socio-political world of reality?

INSPIRE INVOLVEMENT IN WHAT?

It is not enough to be convinced that the church needs 10 inspire its
youth to be involved in the affairs of the world. Neither is it enough to know
why involvement is desirable. The church does not intend itself to be a land of
famasies, even though it aspires (o embody ideals that are believed to have eter-
nal value. Inspire what, or involvement jn whal? This is as imporant a ques-
tion as "why be involved," One may find nomerous forces, institutions, and
organizations which may be willing 1o suggest, if not dictate, 10 the church
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what it should get involved in. Therefore it is critical for the _church 1o !mnw
how 1o proceed. What should the youth be taught about the various domains of
involvement? y

Every group or institution follows certain priorities and ways of doing
things. Both inside and outside the church, those people and forces that have a
control on setting the agenda of discussion are the ones who determine for the
most part how an institution like a church acts, what occupies its lime, and what
creates its worries or relieves them. In that way, these powers that force an
agenda are the ones that indirectly determine what 15 (0 be taught in the church
and what is not. Therefore one should ask: who and what sets the agenda for
the Armenian Evangelical Church of the Near East, especially regarding mat-
ters thal pertain to involvement in the world outside the walls of an Armenian
Evangelical congregation”?

1. The Agenda of the Religious Environment?

There are at least three major religious forces that have an impact on
the present day Armenian Evangelical Church in the Near East: the Armenian
pietistic/revivalistic movements (traditionally the Armenian Evangelical
Brotherhood Church), the Armenian Apostolic Church, and Islam. The
Armenian Brotherhood Church began in the bosom of the Armenian
Evangelical Church in Aleppo, Syria. in 1924.2% Through its pietistic and evan-
gelistic fervor, this Anabaptist church represented and still represents a dissat-
isfaction with the liberalism of the Armenian Evangelical Church®® and its
"lack of spirituality.” It therefore stands, alongside more recent Armenian
charismatic and Pentécostal movements as a constant challenge 1w the
Armenian Evangelical Church in the following way: if you separated from the
Armenian Apostolic Church because of disenchantment with the unsatisfacto-
ry level of “spirituality” and “"morality” in that church, then make sure you do
not fall into that same level.

While disagreeing with some of the theological positions of the
Armmenian Brotherhood Church, many Armenian Evangehical pastors and lay
people in the Near East have words of praise for that church. Sometimes secret-
ly, but ofien openly, they express envy of the emotional fervor among the mem-
bership of the Armenian Brotherhood Church and regret the fact that Armenian
Evangelicals seldom exhibit equal enthusiasm for the mission of the church, In
this envy it is often forgotien that there are theological differences between the
two churches, and the differences are minimized 10 a variance in the degree of
"spirituality.” The most significant and noticeable difference between the two
is that the Armenian Evangelical Church lays heavy emphasis on wholistical-
Iy, (1.¢. socially, physically, mentally, eic.) educaling the people in the ways of
Christian life and keeping them connected to the church, whereas the Armenian
Brotherhood Church is a reyivalistic church. '
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Secondly, while it remains unacknowledged by Armenians,
Evangelical and non-Evangelical alike, the impact of Islam on the life of the
Armenian Evangelical Church and any other church in the Middle East should
not be minimized. The Islamic context defines some of the boundaries of all
Christian groups, especially with regard 1o issues of moral values. Most impor-
tantly, however, the Armenian Evangelical Church's thinking about evangelism
is influenced greatly by the fact that Islam as a religion and as communities
does not tolerate the conversions of its members o Christianity. Therefore the
Armenian Evangelical Church is careful not to give the impression that it is
inviting Muslims to the Christian faith.

And thirdly, the Armenian Evangelical Church is in constam reaction
to the Armenian Apostolic Church. The fact that most Armenians are Apostolic
in confession makes Armenian Evangelicals conscious of the differences
between the two churches. Armenian Evangelicals, as a church and as individ-
vals, often make efforts to show that their differences are minimal and that they
are nol very different from them afier all. This is yet another example whereby
the Armenian Evangelical Church has been trying (o ease tensions with its
environment A

The Armenian Evangelical Church is not always mistaken 1o accept
the challenges that are put forth by the overwhelming presence of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, the Armenian Brotherhood Church, or Islam. No. Some
challenges and agenda may function for the good of all. The Armenian
Evangelical insistence on celebrating Chnstmas with those in the Mother
Church on Jan. 6th and not December 25th is such an example.! It furthers the
ecumenical and national harmony among Armenians while not compromising
the principles upon which the Armenian Evangelical Church stands.

What is a mistake, however, is 1o become a regetive church instead of
being a proactive one; reacting to the Armeman Apostolic reality instead of for-
mulating an Evangelical vision for the Church and trying to live it out; buying
into the accusations of revivalistic churches without focusing on the degree to
which these accusations are founded; and shying away from taking risks in new
and effective ways of living out the gospel in the Middle East out of fear of an
Islamic reaction.

2. The Agenda of the Political Climate?

At least two components define the political climate of the Armenian
Evangelical Church in the Near East: that of the Armenian political parties, and
that of the larger and extra-Armmenian political climate of the region. In a latemt
way the Amnenian Evangelical Church finds itself competing with the
Ammenian political parties to provide for the ideological needs of its youth. It
presents itself as an alternative to these parties. But it neither has the resources
nor the preparation 10 do so. If ideology has to be lived out in society, then the
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Anncnian Evangelical Church needs to address that consciously. :

On another level, the political climate of the Middle Iast, as a region
and as separate countries and communities, is and has been for a long time one
of upheavals and tribulations. The Armenian Evangelical Church has kept a
distance also from the political events of its non-Armenian neighbors, an atti-
wde that is not unique to Armenian Evangelicals but is shared with other
Armenian churches and organizations and a number of Middie Eastern ethnic
or religious minorities as well. The Armenian Evangelical Church, like most
other churches in the region, realizes that it has no control over Middle Eastern
politics, Therefore it stays out of tha realm altogether, an attitude that has kept
Armenians in relative peace with their often-feuding neighbors. Armenians
have insisted that they ar¢ a cultugal entity in the Middle East and not a politi-
cal one, 50 they do not posit a threal 10 any goveming of influential political
leader, party, regime, of country 32 In this regard Armenian Evangelical aloof-
ness in the larger Armenian world is quite similar to Armenian aloofness in the
larger Middle Eastern world. The question remains, bowever, whether keeping
the peace is o sufficient expression of the justice, love, and reconciliation that
the Christian church preaches.

3. The Agenda of its Tradition?

"We have always done it this way" has become a well-known position
of social institutions that have existed long enough 1o develop traditions and
ways of doing things. The case of the Armenian Evangelical Church is no
exception. For many, the fact that the Armenian Evangelical Church has so far
been aloof from Armenian politics is enough of a reason to justify remaining
aloof in the future as well. So, the agenda for involvement or non-involvement
is also presented to this Church by its tradition. The Armenian Evangelical
Church has been involved, among other things, in the schooling of Armenian
children, in social work wilh the needy, and in organizing Summer camps and
¢conferences for Evangelical and non-Evangelical Armenians. However, any
new avenue of involvement in society will be perceived to modify the charac-
ter of the Armenian Evangelical Church, and therefore will be met with resis-
tance.3? |

Saying that tradition is one of the factors that determine the agenda of
the involvement of the Armenian Evangelical Church in society does nol mean
that tradition has to be always viewed negatively. Some traditions are (o be
upheld and lived over and over again, but when tradition is made to have the
last word on the course of the church, that is when the Armenian Evangelical
Church needs to re-evaluate its life.

The tradition of the Armenian Evangelical Church is first and fore-
most the Holy Scriptures, as the first Armenian Evangelical reformers declared,
Therefore holding any other tradition to be fhe authority on what the church
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should teach and do is the gravest eror the Ammenian Evangelical Church
could commit against its own position.

The Armenian Evangelical priority for involvement is determined by
those people, groups, or factors that get 1o set the agenda for the life of this
church. But it is not the religious environment, political climate, and traditions
of the past alone that determine that agenda. It is also the committees that over-
sce the life of the Armenian Evangelical Church, the pastors that have the role
of teaching in the church, and, to a considerable extent, the interests of the
members of Armenian Evangelical congregations.

There are two principles that need to be taken into consideration in the
discussion of the involvement of the Armenian Evangelical Church in the
affairs of its socio-political environment: figst, it is the church itself that should
decide what is worth getting involved in. In this way it guards itsell against
becoming a mere instrument in the hands of political parties and autocrauc
leaders that could derail it from its course. But second, despite its familial and
cthnic nature, the church, and the Armenian Evangelical Church, specifically,
is an "open system."3 It is neither closed 4s a social entity nor is it closed as 4
religious entity. It acknowledges that all social and outer forces within the
realm of which it functions are as real as the spiritual, theological and inner
realities within which it exists. The answer to these two considerations can be
summarized in the fact that the mandate of the Scriptures is the first and fore-
most authority of the Armenian Evangelical Church, and that mandate is to go
and preach the gospel 1o the whole world. >3S0 the choice of the church should
be one of a thorough knowledge of and dedication to the welfare of the envi-
ronment il exists in. In other words, the church should set the agenda of
involvement as it interprets the mandate of the scriptures and as it gets to know
its neighborhood, but it does that gs a result of its obedience 1o the scriptural
mandate and for the sake of the world, and not for its own survival. The sur-
vival of the church can only be a by-product of its living out of its mission.

BEING '"CHURCH' MEANS INVOLVEMENT

So what should the Armeman Evangelical Church inspire its youth (o
get involved in?

First, for the church to be more than a Sunday activity, it néeds to meet
the people where they are in their daily Hves, in the workplace, home, school,
club an so forth. Therefore the church should be involved in all that its mem-
bers are already involved in in their Lives,

'Second, the church needs 1o encourage its members 1o be involved in
all that its members consciously or unconsciously neglect for selfish reasons.

Third, the church should encourage involvement in all that asserts
both the narrow identities and the wider identity of the youth. The church needs
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o humbly admit that it is neither an expert in nor an authority on every human
knowledge and experience. However, a church that aims al presenting a gener-
al outlook on life, if not a ‘wholistic education’, can teach the people ways of
thinking about situations and styles of behaving as well. ‘ '

What fills the ideological interests of Armenian Evangelical youth?
For some it could be the feeling that they belong to a minority that is not fully
accepled; it could be their activities like sports compentions, music, etc.; it
could be a spiritual sense of other-worldliness; or it could be the Arménian
Evangelical emphasis on such values as education and intimate congregational
life.

The Armenian Evangelical Church often teaches its constituency that
religion alone can fill any and all the ideological interests of a person and that
it is not necessary 1o look outside of the church, But since it is not possible for
the Armenian Evangelical Church to synthesize all the data of its environment,
a dicholomy can be created between things that are religious and things that are
not. The Armenian Evangelical Church, by failing to deal with socio-political
issues, may be sending a message that everything the church does not get
involved in is anti-religious or anti-Armenian Evangelical.

Can religion be the only ideology for Armenian Evangelical youth?
No, not the way things have been dealt with in the past of the Church. Religion
cannol be the oaly source of ideology because so much of the input contempo-
rary youth is gathered from a variety of non-church sources. Here is an illus-
ralion.

In the 1970's and early 1980's the sentiment among many Armenian
political groups was one of impatience with the silence of the intermational
community with regard to the Turkish massacre of Armenians earlier in this
century. A number of Ammenian militant groups (such as the Armenian Secret
Army for the Liberation of Armenia - ASALA) surfaced, calling for direct ter-
rorist action against Turkish diplomats and official organizations. Bombings
and assassinations were planned and executed in a number of Western coun-
tries. Following these developments, every Armenian family, at least in the
Middle East, found itself forming an opinion about the propriety of such meth-
ods of retaliation. A majority understood the impatience of the younger gener-
ations and agreed that Armenians had no other option but 10 use violence. A
minority of Amenians, however, found these methods to be counterproductive
or morally unacceptable. The Armenian Evangelical Church did not give a for-
mal teaching on the issue, butit was clear that it inherently disagreed with retal-
iatory actions such as these, Surprisingly, many Armenian Evangelical youth,
including some faithful members of the church, agreed with the retaliatory acts
and, in the absence of other methods, found no moral problems with the
approach,

The illustration does not need much interpretation. Clearly, even some
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of the most faithful members of the Armenian Evangelical Church have been
getting much of their ideological input from sources other than the church.

It is not realistic to expect the Amnenian Evangelical Church to be the
sole provider of ideology to young people who read literature, watch films, lis-
ten 1o songs, latk to neighbors, evaluate history and enter careers, none of
which is the product of the Armenian Evangelical Church and its 'educational
agenda. Religion, for Armenian Evangelicals is not the only ideology. Non-
religious worldviews and outlooks scem to have as powerful an impact on
Armmenian Evangelical youth as religious ones. In fact, Erikson is on targel
when he explains that "ideologies take over where religion leaves off, present-
ing themselves as historical perspectives on which 1o fasten individual faith and
collective confidence."3® For Armenian Evangelical youth, their church does
nol seem o satisfy their ideological thirst, and it may be that it should not be
expected fo.

As long as the Armenian Evangelical Church neglects such important
aspects of its youth as the political, then, it cannot be the one institntion 1o
guide their orientation in life, even if it claims 1 provide a multi-dimensional
education. In fact, the Armenian Evangelical Church cannot become the sole
provider of ideology for its youth no mauer what it does. Individual lives, how-
ever communal they may be, are open 10 uncontrollable and ofien undetectable
influences from their environment. But all this does not and should not mean
that the Armenian Evangelical Church cannot play a more prominent role in the
formation of the ideological dimension of its members’ lives, if for no other rea-
son, then for the fact that ideology for human beings is intertwined with the
innermost being, existential concerns, feelings, and self and other-perception of
the youth. To put it clearly, religion needs to be turned into faith commitments
that encompass all of life.

What we have been discussing here is what basically Armenian
Evangelical youth get from their church. In other words, we have been trying
to examine how deep the teachings of the Armenian Evangelical Church can
penetrate into the lives of the people, and we have been trying 1o see whether
and how the Armenian Evangelical Church is the provider of identity and ori-
entation in life even in such aspects as the political.

Instead of asking: "Inspire involvement in what?" we should rather
ask: "How deep into the lives of its members does the Anmenian Evangelical
Church want 1o penetrate?” The political is a pant of the people's lives. If the
church wants 1o acknowledge this reality then it should address all factors and
experiences that are considered a part of the lives of the people.
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS

While dissatisfied with the over-nationalism of other groups, such as
the Armenian Apostolic Church, the Armenian Evangelical Church is required
o show how, then, one can express nationalistic feelings, exhibit political
awareness and social responsibility, and remain faithful to the message of the
gospel. My overview of aspects of the life of the Armenian Evangelical Church
has held that what the church needs is the translation of the Gospel it preaches
into all the everyday struggles of the people, not only the ones that have been
addressed in the past. Hopefully this will lead into better awareness of the
wider issues that exist in society and that affect its membership directly or indi-
recily, It is wrong to assume, however, (hat the church has a proper grasp of the
Gospel and that all it lacks is some convenient way of implementing il. There
cannol be a separation between these two, The Armenian Evangelical Church
may be exemplary in how it manifests social responsibility in certain aspects
such as working with the ¢lderly, the economically underprivileged, the chil-
dren, and so forth. On the other hand, all Armenian Evangelical pastors and
parishioners would agree that the church needs a renewal of its dedication 10
the basic and simple principles of the gospel of Christ 10 avoid becoming only
yel another Armenian religious institution. So the matier concerns both a
renewed grasp of the Gospel and a critical appraisal of how the Gospel is lived
out.

These pages cannol single-handedly propose how the Armenian
Evangelical Church can be faithful 10 its rison d'éme, but it centainly can
underscore the necessity for addressing at least one aspect of the life of
Armenians, namely, their national and political life seen through the lenses of
a faithful church.

For a change 1o happen the church first needs o start systematic dis-
cussions about its embeddedness in and responsibility toward its Armenian and
non-Armenian environment. 7 Only later can the church discuss how it is relat-
ed or not related o other churches, political organizations, the Republic of
Armenia, and various Middle Eastern countries where it exists. The technolo-
2y of doing this is beside the point. Primary is the conviction that the church
has larger responsibilities than it has traditionally assumed, and that its mem-
bers are going to be unavoidably receptive to the ideological and political input
of their environment whether the church likes it or nol.

: What 1 have been discussing is not so much that the church should
speak out, as much as it is raising Armenian Evangelical youth to be prepared
W see the political realm as a dimension of their social and religious life that
cannot be ignored.

: I am not proposing that the church should take a POsition on every sin-
gle issue that strikes society. That is a secondary issue if we consider the fact
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that the church is usually silent about political agend: altogether. | am propos-
ing, however, that the church provide ways of thinking, believing, behaving
and speaking about various aspects of social life. The church cannot control all
that makes its way into the Armenian Evangelical individual's life bot it can
cenainly help the believer discern how 1o respond and evaluate 1o them, from
whatever domain of life and of society they may come. This is part of the
reforming and wransforming character of the Church.

NOTES

1. This article presents the major arguments and portions of Chapter Four of the author's
doctoral dissertation entitied Armenian Evangelical Youth and Political ldentity: The
Socio-Political Aloofness of the Armenian Evangelical Church in the Near East in
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Evangelical and Political 7, op. cir., pp. 198-234,
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human development. see, Erik H. Erikson, Identity, Yourh and Crisis; New York,
1968,
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5. Ibid, p. 12.
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Functioning of a Plural Society, New York, 1982, p. 142. Personal conversations
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10. Forrester, Beliefs, p. 13.
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18. The “Protean type” is presented in various works by Robert J. Lifton, as it relates to
uself-process.” Lifton explains the “Protean style™ of individuals - as “the capacity
for psychological shape-shifting (involving belief systems, relationships, and styles
of living) as well as for acting on multiple, seemingly divergent images that are
simultaneously held- can apply to large groups of people. even to societies. We can
thus speak of a Protean historical situation in which, in terms of imagery and some-
times hehavior, everything becomes possible.” Robent Jay Lifton, The Broken
Connection: On Death and The Continuity of Life, New York, 1983, pp. 296-297.
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Halletts Christian Neighbor-Love: An Assessment of Six Rival Versions,
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ter of 1) Self-preference; 2) Parity; 3) Other-preference; 4) Self-subordination; 5)
Self-forgetfulness; and 6) Self-denial. See, Op. cit., pp. 1-6.

24. For a detailed discussion of this subject see Erik H. Erikson, pp. 135-138.

15. See Dissertation, Chapter Two, p. 89,
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have only limited scceptance among the Middle Eastern peaple: It is worth men-
tioning here that some sociological factors such as a unique understanding of fam-
ily and the city are said (o have made Protestants in the Levant “aliens” in their own
families and neighborboods. See Wanis A, Semaan, Aliens at Home: A Socio-
Religious Analysis of the Protestant Church in Lebanon and ils Backgrounds,
Beirut, 1986, pp. 77-97, ;

27. Dissertation, Chapter Two, p. 90.
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28, One cannot belp but be reminded of Erikson’s description of the struggles of the
young Martin Luther, specifically that his tensions with his mother and especially
with his father which were channeled 1o & tension with the institution of the church
and its avthorities. In this struggle Martin's need w feel “justified in the eyes of
God" and win God's recognition took precedence. See Frik H. Erikson, Young Man
Luther, New York, 1958, pp. 156 and 119 consecutively.

29. Tigran Kheriobian, Voskematian, vol. 1, Beirut, 1950, pp, 280-286.

30. Vahan H. Tootikian, The Armenian Evangelical Church, Detroir, 1982, p. 104,

31. Dissertation, Chapter Two, pp. 131-132.

32. According to Hermassi, in the Middle Eastern countries “any attempt 1o force poli-
tics and culture into the same mold will surely lead (o disaster.” See Elbaki
Hermassi, his "Politics and Culture in the Middie East.” Social Compass, vol. XXV
nos. 3-4, 1978, p. 463, Armenian peaceful survival in the region is an example of
the truth of this thought.

33. This struggle is evident in contemporary efforts by the Armenisn Evangelical
Church to find ways of addressing a newly independent Armenia, whereby tradi-
tionalists wary of Evangelistic involvement in Armenis..

34. Applying biologist von Bertalanffy's "systems approach” to the life of organizations,
Gareth Morgan explores the necessity for social organizations 1o be open systems
for them o survive in their environment. A system is “open”, says Morgan, if,
among othér things, it puts a proper emphasis on the environment in which it exists,
and if it views the organization as interrelated subsystems. See Gareth Morgan,
Images of Organizarion, Newbury Park, 1986, pp. 39-76, especially pages 44-48.

35. Aharonian; p. 209

36. Erikson, in Liften, p. 127

37. Tooukian, argues that a change in the structural form of the Armenian Evangelical
Church worldwide could belp in living out the nussion of the Church. First, he
advocates a structural unity among all Armenian Evangelical congregations world-
wide, and then he proposes a centralized structure for it. Such a centralized system.
be says, can “cement all Armenian Evangelical churches for the common purpose
of sharing in the neods and deeds of each others’ lives." Moreover, centralization
can be an "instrument for mutual assistance in serving the Armenian people and
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"The Unfinished Reformation,” AEUNA [Armenian Evangelical Umion of North
America] Forum, Autumn, 1991, p. 22. In fact the Union of the Armenian
Evangelical Churches in the Near East [UAECNE] utsell is currently considering a
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
THE ARMENIAN
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA, 1918-1995

REV. GIRAGOS H. CHOPOURIAN
INTRODUCTION

The roots of the AMAA are interconnected. Its story is simple, but the
route which led to its founding is complex. It has a connection (o the Armenian
Evangelical Reformation of the mid-nineteenth century in Turkey, the
Enlightenment of the same period, the growth of Armenian Evangelical
Churches in Turkish-Armenia between 1846 and 1915 to about 140, and the
scattering of those churches to aboul mineteen countries as a result of the
Genocide. (Figures for the same period for Armenia Proper are not available 1o
us:)

Impact of the Nineteenth Century Enlightenment

Following the Industrial Revolution, the striking changes in econom-
ic, social, intellectual and communication structures in England were so great
that they changed the face of Furope. With large numbers of Armenian youth
attending universitics overseas and retuming home to Turkey, the ferment of
intelleciual movement became a point where Armenian reform tendencies con-
verged. Intellectual awakening induced questioning; economic well-being led
to independent thinking; exposure to European trends induced desire for better
ways of life. This revival of thinking on all fronts suggested a parallel revival
in the religious arca. In matters of Christian existence, Armenians had already
formed a Society of the Pious in search for effective Christian life.

The Congregational Connection

The nineteenth century was a period of worldwide missionary move-
ments, German, English, American and other missionary societies searched the
world 10 bring the unconverted to Christ and to revitalize the faith of those who
were shrouded in ignorance. Into this fertile soil in Turkey, where the ratio of
Christians vis a vis the total Turkish population was about thirty-three percent,
entered the missionaries of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions (ABCIM) in 1831, This Board’s missionaries, unable (0 reach the
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Moslem population in Turkey, tumed to the Armenians who were in sincere
search of the Scriptores. The desires of the two groups coincided and Christian
life was revitalized. The “Hayassdaniaitz Avedaranagan Yegeghetzee's” found-
ing on July 1, 1846 brought phenomenal religious, social, educational and intel-
lectual growth.

The Vision of U. 5. Churches:

The dispersion following the withdrawal of the Allied Forces begin-
ning in 1922 brought many Armenian pastors to the United States and thou-
sands of their parishioners. Prior (o the dispérsion, many farsighted Armenians
had already immigrated to the United States. The spintual leadership along
with active Christian laymen, felt burdened to establish an outreach to- help
heartrending needs worldwide and 10 uphold Armenian institutions lest com-
munity growth would be stunted. Having rubbed shoulders with missionaries,
they had received inspiration 1o become mission-oriented,

The Founding and Incorporation of the Armenian Missionary Association
of America

First, in 1907, the Union of the churches tn eastern United States
formed a Missions Committee, then, at three Annual Meetings of the Union
(1915, 1916, 1917), the delegates began to show impatience with the lack of
progress. Finally, the Executive Committee of the Union, composed of the
Reverends Mihwan T. Kalaydjian, H, Y. Yardumian, S. B. Yacoubian and busi-
nessmen John Telfeyan and Dikran Donchian were instructed to come up with
an organizational structure for a Missionary Association by the time the
Convention met in Worcester in 1918, These men presented their findings and
recommendations, along with formulated Bylaws to the Annual Meeting of the
Union held in Worcester in 1918, On Friday, June 7, 1918 delegates from ten
established churches and twelve mission fellowships set aside hesitation and
voted with enthusiasm and unanimity to establish the Armenian Missionary
Association of America unanimously and enthusiastically. Between the years
1918 and 1921, the Bylaws were finalized and the Association was registered
-as a Corporation.

THE ACCOMMODATING POLICY OF THE AMAA

The Preparatory Period
Now they had 1o keep the momentum alive. That meant organization,
structure, activity programs, funds and leadership, :
| It was not easy, but they tried, The Constitution, modeled afier US
corporations, provided for a public charitable organization based on member-
ship. The service programs were few — mostly for requests that came from
Amenia, such as belping a church, providing small stipends to pastors, or aid-
ing a school, An administrator to carry on the work was difficult 1o find. The
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Rev. M. T. Kalaydjian gave up his happy ministry in the Troy Church and did
marvelous inspirational work in the dual capacity of mission pastor at large and
executive secrelary: he organized Missions Commiltees in churches, a
California District Committee and a fund raising program, but graciously
resigned due to unavailability of funds. The Association could not muster a
budget of $10,000. Plans for a $500,000 fund drive were abandoned due (o
deteriorating political conditions in the homeland. So, there was serious appre-
hension. The burden: Can we redeem the needy? Can we provide for the edu-
cation of youth in refugee camps? Can we help construct the dispersed people’s
religious life? If we don't help wipe out ignorance and hopelessness by provid-
ing educational, social, intellectual and religious opportunities, might we not
lose a whole generation? Their misgivings and anxicty were moderated by their
expectations because they had a few things going for them. The most important
one was the commitment and dynamism of the Board of Trustecs. Well-trained
and well-educated ministers of the Gospel, highly successful businessmen, and
equally successful intellectuals were at the helm right from thé beginning. The
composition of the first 15-member Trustees brightened the picture. There was
commitment in those hearts: John Telfeyan (President); Dikran Donchian (V.
President), B. John Mushekian (Treasurer); Prof. Harouwne Dadourian,
Melidon B, Ignatius; Rev. Kapriel Bedrosian; Prof, Vahan Babasinian, Rev. A.
A. Bedikian; Dr. Aram G. Hejinian; Rev. Haig Yardumian; Armenag
Mahjoubian. Dikran §. Sarkissian; Rev. Hagop M. Depoyan, Minas
Kondazian; Garabed T. Poshman, alternating roles with about fifteen others on
and off, steered the course of the AMAA for a quarter of a century. At the first
Annual Meeting of the organization in 1919, their commitment shone brightly
when, on receiving news Califoria was joining the efforts with generous dona-
tions, registered pledgers multiplied their pledges - a few 100, some 300 and
others 500-percent. Amazing enthusiasm prevailed. These high quality leaders
attended meetings, struggled with budgets, accommodated individuals and
ingtitutions that appealed for help, appointed mission workers for Armenian
lands, personally undertook the wages of Executive Secretaries on part-time
basis, and when budget provisions came short, paid the deficit oot of their
pockets. This kind of commitment sustained the fledgling organization.

The Organizational Period

Organization and structure in the preparatory years were difficult
achieve, so development was slow. The Rev. M. T. Kalaydjian served for a lit-
tle over three years in two capagities, but only aboul one year as ¢xeculive sec-
retary of the AMAA. The Rev. Antranig A. Bedikian, whose service was
always non-compensatory, filled the unfulfilled years of executives almost
automatically, The Rev. Manasseh G, Papazian became secretary for one year
(1928-1929), then went back to his church in Fresno because the Trustees did
not have the means to employ him long term. The tough years of the
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Depression were undertaken by the Rev. Yervant Hadidian, Ph. D. H.c worked
creatively from September 12, 1930 1o 1935 on a half-time basis, An important
contribution was his establishing the Joint AMAA/ABCFM Commitiee.
Together with the Congregational Board, the mission work in the Middle East
was reviewed and needs met jointly. Rev. Nishan Begian followed, on a one-
third time basis, until his death in 1943, necessitating A. A. Bedikian to take
over the helm once again on the customary unreimbursed basis until a full time
executive was appointed. It has been reported that he did this, on and off, for a
ttal of 15 years, The last try was providential, becavse 1946 was the One
Hundredth Anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Evangelical
Reformation. On the Board for over a quarter of a century, and having  full
grasp of the spirit of the Evangelical Movement, his personal influence could
be a factor for the fulfillment of the Centennial Fund Campaign - a milestone
for AMAA. So it came about that with the strong recommendation of Bedikian,
a fully-paid, full-time and fully-equipped Executive Secretary was hired on
September 20, 1946 in the person of the Rev. Puzant H. Kalfayan,

For the first time continuity of an administrator was assured. Equipped
with University and Theological waining, thoroughly familiar with the institu-
tions and needs of the mission (icld and conversant with five languages used in
the field, he was the perfect choice. Aware of the work the AMAA had sup-
ported in Armenia, Turkish Ammnenia, Lebanon, Syrin, Greece, Cyprus,
Bulgaria, Iran, France, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay, and conscious of the
growing needs of the regions, Kalfayan was able 1o build on the past. The help
provided before was not so much a financial solution of problems but rather a&n
arousal of hope. In those very terrible days the prayers and the encouragement
of friends generated a sense of solidarity and hope - a more important contri-
bution than the limited money AMAA could distribute. Within two years of bis
appoinument, Kalfayan had doubled revenue. The larger revenue enabled big-
ger budgets for the old and new projects, for it is AMAA policy to use all annu-
al income. Between 1946-48, the Centennial Fund grew 1o $154,000, $19,000
of which was raised in the Near East, showing unity of purpose between the
churches of the Near East Union and the Armenian Missionary Association
Kalfayan also broadened the number of the leadership so that more persons
served on Boards and sub-boards. Among the number who gave him strong
support were newly enlisted giants who gave of their time and wealth and
expertise. Kalfayan prayed for and supported the creation of a Teacher Training
Institute (T'T1) to prepare teachers, social workers and preachers, TTT was sac-
rificed 1 found Haigazian College in 1955 with the understanding Haigazian
College would do TTI's work as well. He started a Child Education
Sponsorship Program inspired by the example of the Christian Children's Fund,
and planned for a One Million Dollar Fortieth Anniversary Campaign in May,
1959. Just as the Campaign was 10 take wings, the sad news of his death on
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May 26 shocked every leader and member of the AMAA. The then President
of the AMAA, J, H. Hekimian, M.I), wrote to the constituents on May 27,
1959: "It is my sad duty to inform you of the sudden passing away of the Rev.
P. H. Kalfayan, our Executive Secretary. We all share in the sense of this grave
loss to our entire people and our profound sympathies go to the members of his
[family.”

Even in death he was belpful, for his tragic departure stirred commit-
tees to surpass their efforis. During his thirteen years of executive work, he
popularized the AMAA. The Rev. Edward S, Tovmassian followed Kalfayan
in 1959, leaving his loving congregation of greater Detroit. He served for nine
years before retiring in 1968, following a heart attack. His parental image, soft
sell, friendly and winning visitations, his touching sermons added further to the
growing image of the Armenian Missionary Association. He dealt wisely with
the Istanbul Youth Home for children brought from the interior of Turkey and
found many sponsors for these youth, in addition 10 his fruitful promotion of
the Child Education Sponsorship Program. Steven Mardiguian became Acting
Executive from September 11, 1968 10 December 11, 1968, holding the “fort”
while search was made for a permanent Executive. In the period outlined, there
was gradual but steady growth of funds, making possible more generous bud-
gets for additional new projects and services. There were growing signs that
AMAA's mission outreach was ready to crystallize into major undertakings.

THE GROWING STORY OF AMAA’S OUTREACH

The assumption of the office of Executive Secretary for the AMAA is
analogous o the passing of the torch of light by Olympic athletes from one sta-
tion to the other. Or, akin to a relay team with each member carrying the baton
as fast as possible until success is achieved. And so it was that following the
encrgetic leadership of Kalfayan the baton, or the Olympic Torch, was passed
on to Giragos Haroutune Chopourian on January 1, 1969. In 1975, because of
the more extensive Administrative Responsibilities, increased financial
resources and multiplicity of projects, the title was revised 0 Executive
Director. He served close to nincteen years retinng officially on August 1,
1987. When he assumed the work, he “inberited” a Hule under $2,000,000, at
his retirement the Association's total net worth amounted o $25, 538,088, In
the same period, the budgets were $160,245 and $1,753,606 respectively,

This kind of growth enabled the Association to intensify its support of
the established services for church, publications, schools, charitable institu-
tions, handicapped groups and many other human services, Bul it also made it
possible to engage in new programs, among which, 0 name a few, were:
adding the Armenian Uniting Church of Australia into the program, the pur-
chase of the 1PC building for Haigazian College; princely contribution by Miss
Ruth Philibosian for construction of a seven-story building for the Yeprem and
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Martha Philibosian School in Beirut; shared expenditure with financier Steve
Philibosian of a quarter of a million dollars o build and or improve seven or
maore school buildings in Lebanon; campaigning for a Ministenal Retirement
Fund for the Near Fast Union of Churches for $100,000 which has grown to
$368,604: updating of the Retirement Pension Fund for North American min-
isters, establishing the AEUNA/AMAA Home Missions Committee with annu-
al budgel runs of a guarter of a million or more, building the AMAA
Headquarters in Paramus in cooperation with the Armenian Presbyterian
Church of Paramus with a donation of $100,000 by Miss Ruth Philibosian, pro-
moting the $50,000 Independently Investable Fund concept which was picked
up by about 15 persons, the founding of the Armenian Evangelical Social
Service Center in Los Angeles. developing a 1.8, College level Scholarship
Program, organizing an Armemian Evangelical World Conference out of which
grew the Armenian Evangelical World Council, establishing AMAA Branches
worldwide, establishing an Armenian Elementary School with funds from Miss
Elize Merdinian and her sister Charlotie, assisting in' the formation of the
Armenian Missionary Association of Canada Inc. in 1984,

The next person to pick up the baton was Movses Boghos Janbazian,
He served as Field Director from September 9, 1980 to July 31, 1987 and has
been serving as Executive Director since August 1, 1987, As can be seen, there
was a period of almost seven years when Chopourian and Janbazian collabo-
rated together and participated in its growth. Since Janbazian's appointment
there has been further phenomenal growth in Funds and Projects. The
Treasurer's Report on April 30, 1996 shows consolidated net worth of
§48.925,330 and a budgetary commitment of $5,411,263 for 1994-1995, 11 is
gratifying to know that $1.635, (00 of the 1994-95 budget is assigned for the
evangelistic, relief and infrastructure needs of Armenia. This growth 100 has
had its salutary effect in providing greater substantial assistance, with special
stipends provided to ministers in 1ebanon whose local salaries are so meager
in exchange value that life would have been miserable without such provision;
founding of a pioneer church in Belgium. Added 0 the burdens of the
Executive Dircctor are the grave needs as well as opportunities in Armenia.
The growth referred 10 may be summarized under the following periods:

Years Assets Budget

1946- 1960 755,000 108,200

1960-1969 2,200,000 211,000

1969-1987 26,549,686 1,753,606

1987-1996 48,925,330 3411,263
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AMAA'S OUTREACH PROGRAMS

A. Education

For displaced people, the most important and penmanent capital is
education. Consider the 1915-1918 genocide; the return following Armistice on
November 11, 1918; the betrayal of the victorious Western powers when they
abandoned their Mandate in 1922; the practically ol exodus from their home-
land and dispersion o over fifty countries. Consider further how the dispersed
were further dispersed: when Alexandretia was delivered 10 Turkey; Palesting
was occupied by Israel, Cyprus was claimed by Turkey: and the most bitier
one, when Lebanon was practically destroyed. Those educated fared much bet-
ter. Conscious of the importance of education, the AMAA supported any and
all calls that came from churches and institutions for edugational purposes.

1. Schools

Our Evangelical leadership was astute in founding schools. Even the
smallest church established a school, mostly from Kindergaren o primary,
Those more able or larger, seét up schools from Kinderganen lo Secondary.
Such schools mushroomed everywhere - in Lebanon (8), Syria (5), Greece (2),
Cyprus (1), Iran (1), Turkey (2}, U.S. (2) - in which the Bible was also taught.
In the bosom of each church, there was also an organiZzed Sunday School o
make sure the intellectual and refigious development of each child went hand
in hand.

Thousands of well-educated and enlightencd youth graduated from
these schools, creating a core on which a middle class population was built
from 1918 through 1995. Genvine praise has been given by all sectors of the
Armenian community for the quality of education and cthical raning tans-
mitted by the Evangelical School System. The AMAA stood by these schools
through thick and thin, encouraging by word and deed.

2. Educational Scholarship Funds

The importance attached 10 education was further highlighted when
AMAA accepted contributions 1o create a Cotlege Scholarship Fund both
Haigazian University College in Lebanon and in the United States, At
Haigazian there are twelve $25.000 Individually Endowed Funds aganst a
pledge by the College that for every Fund one qualified disadvantaged siudent
will be educated gratis. In the United States, the income distributed from the
Endowed Funds runs from $100,000 to $250,000 annually. Scholarships are
granted on the basis of need, character and academic excellence in that order.
Gireat tribute goes 1o the large number of donors whose passion for education-
al excellence has made a healthy impact on thousands of lives,

3. Haigazian University College: The Crown Jewel of AMAA's Outreach

Many in the Evangelical community in the Middle East felt that high-
er education was an absolute necessity to prepare leaders for the community -
teachers, educators, preachers, school principals, nurses, soctal workers and the
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like. When local problems in Lebanon were resolved and the proper licenses
were obtained, the AMAA entered the picture, committing itself in faith to help
with the founding of a college level educational institution. In 1955, with 'I.hc
sum of $25,000 pledged by Steve and Mary Mehagian, in memory of Mary's
father Dr. Armenag Haigazian, President of the Jenanian Institute of Konya, the
school was organized and named Haigazian College, which was also interpret-
ed by a number of important leaders in Lebanon to be a fortunate reference 1o
the Armenian Haigazian Dynasty. Leaders in the AMAA and in the newly-
established Board of Trustees rolled up their sieeves and went to work, first
providing towards the budget of the College, second hiring a President in the
person of John Markarian, Ph.D., third purchasing a very adequate building in
Beirut and naming it in honor of Steve Mugar who had pledged $250,000. Tt
was used against the purchase of the IPC building bought for about $500,000
(including expenses), the AMAA providing the difference from other funds,
and fourth by developing a plan for an Endowment Fund for the College.

Haigazian University College, like its founder. the AMAA, started on
a shoe string. It opened on October 17, 1955 with just 43 students and an annu-
al budget of $18,000. In 1918, the annual budget of the AMAA was aboul
$10,000. The lauer's annual budget rose 1o 55,411,263 and the College’s (o
$147.000, not inclusive of student wition, and at some point the student body
reached 680, corrently averaging about 300.

The forward looking educational vision of the Armenian Evangelicals
made the founding of the college possible, coupled with the close cooperation
of the Union of the Armeman Evangelical Churches of the Near East (UAEC-
NE) and the Armenian Missionary Assoctation of America (AMAA), While
the AMAA was of great help, specially with the enthusiasm of the Hadjin-bom
“trinmyvirate” Stephen Philibosian, Steven Mehagian and Henry Gertmenian,
all AMAA members, and the inspirational leadership of Puzant Kalfayan, it
could not have been a successful enterprise without able local leadership in the
country in which Haigazian College was placed, namely, Beirut, Lebanon, The
Unton provided the much needed skills and direction. The administrative
arrangement was also done cooperatively, a Board of Trustees heing estab-
lished by AMAA in (he United States and a Board of Managers in Beirut with
membership from the Union, AMAA and the First Armenian Evangelical High
School.

The AMAA was supportive of crealing a Haigazian University
College in Yerevan, Armenia with the cooperation of the Board of Trustees to
provide opportunity to local Armenians for a Masier of Bugingéss
Administration (MBA) degree. The program was suspended due to difficulties.
in Armenia. Sixteen students benefited by qualifying for MBA degrees.

The college has tremendous public relations opponunity in bestowing
honorary degrees, but it is not clear if it is using that advantage o the fullest
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extent. In 1980, on the occasion of its Twenty-Fifth Anniversary, when AMAA
representatives auended the graduation ceremonics, honorary degrees were
bestowed on former UN Ambassador Set Momjian, Dr. Giragos H.
Chopourian, Mrs. Joyce Stein and the Rev. Hovhannes P. Aharonian, One
important contribution the College made to the Ammenian national “image”
arose out of the natural milieu in which it operated. As a people. Armenians are
parochial. Haigazian College broke through that narrow confine. Haigazian
was cast into an Armenian Evangelical Church-related atmosphere. lts curricu-
lum and educational direction was based on the American model. It operated in
a non-Armenian host country being impacted unavoidedly by the culture of the
host country, Most important, it carried an Armenian name and was created (o
prepare Ammenian leadership, yet was open to having a mixed swdent body.
Consequently, Haigazian broke through that Armenian parochial barrier, aug-
menting the “image™ of Arménians as a universal people. Haigazian became a
mini United Nations.

In the words of the first President Dr. John Markarian: “The
Evangelical Christan influence. the Ammenian language and cuolwre, the
American form of education and the Jocation in Lebanon have joined to make
Haigazian University College a very special center of higher education,”

Up to now about 1500 graduates have walked through the ponals of
Haigazian University College who are spread over numerous countries provid-
ing able leadership in arts, sciences and business administration. Some of these
were beneficiaries of AMAA scholarships, particularly from the twelve
$25000 funds which were provided by Mr, Haig Berbenan, Mr. Louis
Jivelekian of Argentina, Mr. Alex Manougian, Miss Elize Merdinian, Mr.
Avedis Chakejian of Egypt, Dr. Puzant Hadidian, Dr. J. Hekimian, Mr. Robent
Hekimian, Dr. Dikran Kassouni, Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Joyce Stein (2 funds) and
Mrs. Flora Sarkissian. Annually, one deserving student will receive free edu-
cation from each of the twelve funds.

These graduates are serving communitics round the world as clergy-
men, teachers, businessmen, professors, newsmen, diplomats and social work-
ers with many having reached prominent heights in their special fields of
endeavor,

The Armenian Missionary Association is specially grateful 1o the four
Presidénts of the College: Dr. John Markarian, Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian, Dr.
Verne Fletcher, and the newly-elected Dr, John Khanjian. Gratitude is also due
0 the Faculty, Deans, Acting Presidents, Chaplains and Administrative
Personnel for their serious and productive involvement with Haigazian
University College. Without them it would have been futile to operate the insti-
tution.

B. Human Services
The thrust of AMAA is mission. The important word in its four-name
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titke is “missionary.” That is what makes il unique among the vast number of
charitable organizations in the Armenian world. And “mission” means reach-
ing oul to needs of human beings fo every area of those needs bringing to them
the love of Christ in word, to save, and in deed, to salvage, Structuring their
spiritual condition, lifting them up ont of their physical impovenshment, sav-
ing them from ignorance, meeting serious life-threatening emergencics,
¢encouraging the handicapped. But 1o do all these, like pipes from a spring to a
home, & financial pipeline is needed. An important activity of the Association,
hy heavenly fial, is to inspire members to provide for those needs unselfishly
and humbly. Another rote of the AMAA is to sublimate the motives of mem-
bers to make outreach possible by their own outreach. But in the process, it may
appear that the AMAA is interested just in money. Nowhere ¢lse can the true
beart and soul of the AMAA be understood better than in its programs for
human services. All annual income, (o repeal, 15 expended annually.
1. Serving the Sick, the Eiderly, and the Handicapped

The AMAA has no in-house facilities to do such human services. In a
sense, its work is passive in that it helps others do the services. The Association
Supports institutions serving the sick, the widowed, the ¢lderly, the poor, the
disadvantaged and (he handicapped. Often acting on recommendations from
chorches, Unions of Churches and care-provider institutions, it locks in the
required amounts into its Annual Budgel and makes the distributions during the
badget year. A number of the institutions are: in Aleppo, the Bethesda Medical
and Dental Clinics, the Old Age Home of Aleppo and the Progressive
Association of the Blind; in Lebanon, the Nor Marash Medical Clinic, Social
Service Center of the Union and the Center for the Armenian Handicapped.
2. Supporting Pastors, Teachers and the Retired

Expensive conditions due 1o unearthly inflation make life unbearable
to low salaried persons and retired persons with no retirement benefits. In con-
sequence, the Association established an Endowment Fund generously sup-
ported by over 175 individuals, enabling the Association to invest $368,930.
The income provides pension and/or stipends 10 leachiers, ministers and widows
of ministers both in the Near East, the United States and Canada,
3. Encouraging the Evangelical Church Unions in Their Needs

On proof of need, support has been given to the Union of the Near
East for numerous services, including church and school construction; the
Union of France for mission, church construction and children’s camps; the
Union of North America for Home Mission. The AMAA has also been helpful,
in investing Union Funds both 1o augment the portfolios and create income for
use by the respective bodies.
4. Meeting Special Emergencies

Whenever major medical emergencies have occurred, the AMAA has
been on the front line to help. A young man from Damascus came o the States
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with a failing kidney and the AMAA rolled us sleeves 1o raise the needed sum
of money: another from Lebanon was similarly helped for another kind of med-
ical emergency. And so on!

These human services were rendered in response o God's question,
“Where is thy brother, Abel”” The AMAA is responsive to that challenge to be
ils brother’s keeper.

(. Church Extension Worldwide

The AMAA was established by the vision of the 11,8, chorches and
they became the mainstay of support of its programs. The Association was
asked 1o do mission both at home and overseas. Numerous factors, including
new immigration, necessitated the U.S. churches to tum to the AMAA for
assistance of all kinds. A request was made for a Social Service Center in Los
Angeles to help with the influx of immigrants from Armenia. New immigrants
to Canada desired that the AMAA assist with the purchase of a building for
church services. Gradually, policies were developed 1o help meet the needs of
churches. For about fifty years, the AMAA was unable (o respond 10 loans to
churches. Fortunately, as its resources increased, prospects for positive
responses became possible. The following programs were formulated:
1. To Provide Assistance for Church Planting

Support was provided 1o Iran for two churches, to Canada for two, and
in U.S. for two. They are active churches providing spiritual nurture for mem-
bers of their churches as well as the communities at large.
2. To Establish a Church Loan Program

The AMAA Board, after about fifty years of refusal 10 provide loans
to churches on various valid grounds, finally determined to help. At least four
churches have benefited from loans the Association has provided at very low
interest rate. The loans are provided from endowed funds which must he
returned to provide income for projects.
3. To Assist Mission Outreach Beyond the Confines of Churches

Assistance has also been given towards the mission budget of the
churches when the outreach is beyond their confines. Such assistance is viewed
as encouragement o churches 1o engage in mission. In truth, unconditional
encouragement is available when churches engage in pure mission.

D. Evangelism .
In three texts of the New Testament, the mandate for evangelism is
spelled out clearly -
Matthew 28:19 (Go ye therefore, and teach all nations....);
Mark 16:15 ((io ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 1o every
creature),
Acts 1:8 ( ..and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the carth)
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[t is important 10 note the words teach, preach the gospel, be wit-
nesses. Those words define what evangelism is. The Greeks call the New
Testament “To Evengelion” - the good news of redemption. The AMAA is sup-
posed to teach, preach and be witness 10 the salvation offered in Christ. qu
well it has been able 10 do that may be in question. But the true thrust of its
wiork is just that.

1. United Effort by Churches and Unions

Each Sunday at 11:00 am. (time zone adjusied), the Word is read and
preached in 83 churches in 19 countries. The voices of the believers are raised
in songs and hymns, and with their lives they witness (o the truths of the
Scﬁpturﬁs. They all engage in some form of mission outreach. They .gau_mr
round the communion table and commune with Christ and pledge to live lives
worthy 0f their Lord. Each unit is a mission. The Word is taught in the 20 Evan-
gelical Schools in five countries from early grade to college. So, the Armenian
Evangelical World has been putting its best foot forward and letting God bring
the harvest. The AMAA is the instrument of unity of action.

2. Evangelism Through Publications

The AMAA has published Christian literature and Bibles, providing
nurture through the printed medium. It has also provided simple daily devo-
ticnal material in Armenian with the publication of the Daily Bréad, distributed
widely, and published edifying books,

3. And now Armenia

God, the Lord of History, works in mysterious ways to accomplish his
pusposes, Hardly anyone could have divined the crumbling of the mighty
Soviet Empire in his own short ifetime and even more unbelievable was the
possibility of Armenia becoming independent. In 1918, while the Bolsheviks:
were sovietizing the regions of the Caucasus between 1918-1920 the
Armenians took advantage of the situation and declared independence. But
squeezed between Turkey and the Soviet Union the Republic of Armenia was
obliterated and replaced by a Soviet Armenian Govemment in December,
1920. Thus ended all dreams of the AMAA 1o do Chrisuan work in Arinenia,
with atheistic philosophy obliterating all religious orientation for 75 years. The
darkness of the godless society played havoc with the moral, ethical and social
values of the population. But with the Independence Declaration in February,
1992, we have come full circle. The Association is in Armenia, heavily
involved in Christian work, relief provisions; church planting, leadership train-
ing. More than half a million Bbles and portions of Scripture have been dis-
tributed, mostly for students in schools. Most of our pastors have gone to
Armenia for short tenms (o preach. teach, prepare Christian leaders among
youth. What does Armenia need most? Houses? Help for the country's infra-
structure? Food, employment, healthcare? Yes, absolutely! The gravest need,
however, is the healthy Christian orientation of the people 10 revitalize their
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moral, ethical and social values, for which permanent workers are much need-
ed. One is reminded of Isaiah who was frightened to respond to God's ¢all, but
when he felt cleansed he said, “Here am I, send me.” (Isa. 6:8b) Opportunity is
knocking at the door to bring spiritual revival to Armenia. Who will take up the
challenge?

THE SECRET OF AMAA'S UNIQUE SUCCESS

Growth of charitable organizations is not any different than successes
experienced by entreprencurial businesses. There must be a dream or a vision,
imaginative leaders, a clear purpose of what product 10 sell, and good adminis-
tration undergirded by law and order. All of these the AMAA has except thal
it is not a for profit business. All revenues are used for upbuilding life.

The AMAA had a very good constitution and bylaws. Il changed in
small ways over the original, but the purpose held firm - to become an mstru-
ment (o serve churches and God's children - “1o act as the missionary agency
of Armenian Evangelical Churches and to encourage religious, ‘educational, lit-
erary and philanthropic work at bome and abroad.” It was not a dictatorial doc-
ument, but a public one. Suggestions were made o hand over the management
(0 4 few able businessmen (o "grow” the Association, but wisdom prevailed
and the AMAA stayed as the property of its members, It has an open policy,
but stays church-oriented.

Ower the years, the AMAA had superb leadership. They were church-
related men and women of sterling character, with apolitical orientation, gen-
erous of their time and substance, and committed. It wrned out that all of the
Association’s executives were pastors - the Reverends Kalaydjian, Bedikian,
Hadidian, Kalfayan, Tovmassian, Chopourian and Janbazian among others.
This provided stability and peace. The 26 presidents from 1919 to 1996, a num-
ber of whom served two or more terms, were able men of goodwill and of gen-
uine commitment to the cause of mission. The fourteen treasurers during the
same period were all experts in the field of finance and investment. The thiny
or more recording secretaries were hardworking men and womcen who became
instrumental in ereating historical records with their detailed recording of the
decisions of the Board of Directors. An incorporated body by fiat is dependent
upon legal counsel. The Association was blessed with many able and distin-
guished attorneys who served the AMAA on a “pro-bono” basis for many
years. Gregory Mouradkanian of Andover, Massachusetts, was one of the early
ones, so were Martin Hach and Haig Haigouni, Others included Alan
Philibosian, George Phillips, Lawrence Kalfayan, nepbew 0f the late Puzant
Kalfayan. One who served for over thirty years was Albert Momjian who wis
recently appointed by the Board of Directors as AMAA president currently
serving his. third year (for a lisung of presidents and treasurrs see AMAA
Annual Report 1994-1995, pp. 8-9). Neither should we fail to make meation of
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the hundreds of individuals who served on more than thirty commitiees each
vear, But more than all, we need o commend the services of more than 350
members of the Board of Directors who faithfully traveled long distances 10
attend meetings and make their constructive input over the past 75 years, Ata
timé when there is a dramatic breakdown of “trust” when, 70% of Americans
say they do not trust their government, it is a refreshing fecling that the AMAA
leadership is trustworthy and reliable bringing credibility ©© AMAA. And the
public trusts the AMAA and its leadership.

The Association’s timely and well-planned fund raising campaigns
strengthened its financial base of operation. Two big efforts were on the occa-
sion of the Fiftieth and Sixticth Anniversaries of the AMAA, producing about
$5,000,000 each time. There were several minor ones which were just as effec-
tive (fortieth in 1958, and a Haigazian 25th Anniversary in 1980). To alert
members of the danger of dying “intestate” the Association developed a four
year program on Wills, Testamentary, Revocable and Irrevocable Trusts.
Occasional releases on Wills contine o be made. Over the years, AMAA
became beneficiary of many bequests. The AMAA also learned a lesson from
“ants.”” Ants store food for the harsh winter days when they cannot work as
well. So, the Association placed greal importance on the creation of endowed
funds. Tt now provides benefits from about $30,000,000 in endowed funds.
Without that reserve, it would be impossible to raise each year the $5 million
needed for its operation.

A Constitution with vision, superb and trustworthy leadership, gencr-
ous public support from all sectors, a non-political orientation, an endowment
fund policy, expertise in investment, quick responses by the administrative per-
sonnel to questions and donations from the public are elements which made
progress and success possible.

A WORD NEEDS TO BE SAID ABOUT
AMAA'S GENERAL INFLUENCE

Armenian Evangelicals have no church hierarchy, nor a centralized
administration. They have four Unions of Churches spread over the UL.S., the
Near East, France and Armenia which are independent and the churches with-
in gach Union are themselves independent of, except for the Union of France
which is somewhat centralized. Because of thal situation, the AMAA became
aunifying force. All churches and the communities which they represent, look
to the AMAA as the cement that ties the communities together. In addition,
AMAA kept the challenge of mission alive before them. Consequently, mission
pmgms touched the lives of Armenians in about twenty countries, AMAA's
mission outreach is beginning 10 extend 10 non-Armenian emergencies, thus
broadening its effectiveness with the salutary impact on the churches to become
less parochial. Because of its non-political status, AMAA is able (o commune

168



with all groups ol Armenians, and olien, it plays a umiymng role. But above all,
AMAA has been a great source of HOPE by assuring Armenian evangelicals
worldwide that they have a “big brother” to lean on, It is a gratifying feeling
that most non-evangelical Armenians show appreciation for the services of the
AMAA, specially in the field of education and culture. Mr. Onnig Marashhan,
a non-evangelical, speaking on behalf of the Prelacy Executive Council and the
Prelate at the 75th anniversary observance of the AMAA said: "I am particu-
larly impressed by the way the AMAA has fired up the evangelical communi-
ties - and mobilized its resources for the humanitanian, life-saving and nation-
saving assistance it has given the population of Armenia since the earthquake
in 1988.....In so doing, the AMAA has set a good example w all....lt, has, more-
over, demonstrated the unity of heart among Armenians, the inner spintual
unity of heart that we all crave for, a unity that is built on our shared identity..”

WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

Albert Momjian, Esquire, the President of the AMAA, gave a stirming
message at the 75th Anniversary Celebrations. Talking of “Soaring on the
Wings of the Future of the AMAA" he outlined five proposals based on the tri-
umphant past of the AMAA: First, a retreal once every five years with a cross-
section of representatives 10 plan for the future, Second, to plan to train lead-
ers for the future work of the AMAA: Third, to internationalize the AMAA
Board so as o have international representatives to deliberate and make policy
together for the whole World; Fourth, re-evaluating the administrative func-
tions of the AMAA becaus¢ we need to think of new and effective procedures
to administer the overwhelming work load; Fifth, to rethink AMAA's goals in
all of our mission fields, specially in the Middle East and Armenia, as long as
we keep in mind that our guiding star is service 10 God. He concluded in these
words: “The AMAA has had a triumphant past. I believe it can have a won-
derful future. But it isn't going to be wonderful at all unless we rededicate our-
selves to the challenges which lie ahead and unless we formulate new ideas,
new programs and new techniques to respond 10 the unique challenges of the
society in which we live today and the new challenges that will develop week
by week, month by month and year by year over the next 75 years.”

The AMAA assuredly will stay an upbuilding influence in the years
ahead becanse its leaders will leave no stone untumed-to keep ita progressive
and service-oriented institution fired up by the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth.

G. H.CH.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
HAIGAZIAN UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE"

DR. JOHN MARKARIAN

Haigazian University College was opened on October 17, 1955, with
43 swdents. There were two classes, Freshman and Sophomore, making it a
Junior College with a faculty of eight and a non-academic staff of four. The
capital expenditure for the first year was $25,000 used to purchase and reno-
vate the Webb House, a ten room villa on Rue du Mexigue in Beirut, Lebanon.
The villa stood on a beautiful small plot measuring 1200 square feet. The
Mehagian family in Phoenix, Arizana, donated the capial through the
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA), and worked hand in
hand with Stephen Philibosian to get the project started. The first annual bud-
get was 59,000 Lebanese Pounds, a sum equivalent to about $18.000.

The name of the college was easily and wnanimously agreed upon by
all of those involved in its founding. It was named in honor of Dr. Armenag
Haigazian, the father of Mary Mehagian, who had been a professor at St. Paul's
Apostolic Institute in Tarsus, Turkey, in the 1890's and who later became the
president of Jenanian Apostolic Institute in Konya, Turkey. Dr. Haigazian was
a highly respected and admired educator who received his Ph. D. Degree from
Yale University and retumed 10 Turkey to servé his Anmenian compatriots in
that part of the world. A. Stephen Mehagian had been a student of Dr.
Haigazian and had married his daughter Mary. The name was thought 1o be
appropriate too because of its distinctively Armenian application meaning son
of Haig as the Armenians designated themselves in their own language.

In the year 1954, the Mehagians had wravelled to New York City to
receive an award as owners of the “finest home fumishings store in America.”
At that time an idea was germinating in the mind of Mr. Mehagian, that a col-
lege like Jenanian Institute should be established in the Arab Near East as a
center of higher education for Annenians who had been driven by the Turks
intngheambwbﬂdatmcﬂmgofuwgmidehwwasmeﬁmnm

* Since December 28, 1996, through a Presidential decree the name of the uni-
versity has been changed from Haigazian University College to Haigazian
University (see the attached documents at the end of this paper).
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Massacres. There had been eight institutions ol Junior College and university
level education serving the Armenian people in Turkey. With the massacre and
deportation, all of these institutions had been closed 1o the p.t.'.(}plc for whom
they were originally intended. The education oriented Armentans had already
established in their new home in the Arab world a large number of excellent
elementary and secondary schools, some of them church related and others set
up by benevolent associations. Mehagian dreamed that a college could become
a replacement for those lost 1o his people and might be a place where leaders
for the diaspora community could be educated. The already established schools
would be the feeder for the new college. The Mehagians, while in New York,
decided to visit the headquarters of the AMAA and sound out their idea about
a college. By chance, on the day of their visit, Mr. Stephen Philibosian, a
prominent Philadelphia businessman and then President of the AMAA, was
visiting the office. He knew the needs in the Near Fast and was well acquaint-
ed with the possibilities there. He became an enthusiastic advocate of the col-
lege idea insisting that Mchagtan accompany him back to Philadelphia to con-
tinue the discussion. He knew the people in Beirut who would be receptive to
the idea, and he already had in mind a possible site, the Webb House, owned
by The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,

While Mehagian and Philibosian were planning further steps for mak-
ing the college a reality, there were people in Beirut with similar plans. The
Armenian Evangelical Union of the Near East (AEUNE) and two of its impor-
want Secondary Schools in Beirut were in the process of delivering education on
the Junior College level. The two schools were church related and located adja-
cent to the Eshrefich Church in east Beirut and the First Armenian Evangelical
Church in west Beimut. The latier had a few students in a college Sophomore
¢lass. This group of Anmenian Evangelicals, wanted the college "to train teach-
ers and clergy” for the community in the Near East. The Rev. H. P. Aharonian
was Moderator of the AEUNE and a member of the latter church. He was also
Dean of the Near East School of Theology, an excellent Seminary which had
students from a variety of ethnic and national identities studying to become
clergy and Christian educators. He was supported by Dr. Puzant Krikorian,
Bedros Hagopian, Augustine Bedeer and Yenovk Hadidian of the Eshrefich
Church and by Rev. D. Kherlopian, Albert Koundakjian, Maggie Matossian,
Dr. Papken Megerdichian, Dr. Puzant Hadidian, Hagop Salibian and Dr. Henry
Bedeer in the First Armenian Evangelical Church.

The Mehagians went to Beirut later in 1954 1o visit the interested peo-
ple there and to look at the suggested site. Later that same year several of those
from Beirut made the trip 1o New York, joining Mehagian, Philibosian, The
Rev. Puzant Kalfayan, Executive Director of the AMAA, The Rev. A, A,
Bedikian, Dr. . Hekimian, Mr. Sam Hekimian and others in planning the first
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steps. A Haigazian Foundation was formed which recorded in its first minutes
that the college should be like Jenanian Institute, but should be “independent”.
It was suggested that this Foundation be the fund raising and major policy mak-
ing body of the college. and that a Board of Managers from the Near East be
selected to handie college affairs in the field. The search began for an educa-
tor who could become the first president of the college. The person selected
for this post was The Rev. John Markarian, a Presbyterian minister, who was
on the faculty at Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania. Markarian's father
Hagop had been in the first graduating class of St. Paul's Apostolic Institute in
Tarsus, Turkey, and had been on the faculty of Jenanian Institute in Konya in
the late 1800's prior to his leaving for the United States in the aftermath of a
massacre in Turkey in 1896. The newly selected president for Haigazian
College took a two year leave of absence from Lafayette and left for Bewrut
with his wifé Ruth and five year old daughter Joanne in August 1955, sailing
on an Egyptian Mail Line ship, The Mohammad Ali el Kebir, to Alexandria,
Fgypt, and on the Malik Fouad from there to Beirut. The culture shock for the
Markarians was enormous. Their belongings were hustied from the port 10 &
blazing hot sixth floor apartment, and they were then prompuy bundled into a
wildly driven car and taken to a mountain retreat in Dhour Schweir and deposit-
ed in & room with a dirt floor and three iron cots equipped with mosquito net-
ting hanging from the ceiling over each cot. The beauty of the place and the
warm friendship of the people there prevented a sudden return to the USA!

Markarian met with the Board of Managers in what was their eleventh
meeting, held on September 7, 1955. This group was made up of: The Rev. H.
P. Aharonian, Chairman, Dr. H. McMullen and Dr. Henry Bedeer, appointed
by the AEUNE, Dr. P. Krikorian, B. Hagopian and H. Salibian appointed by
the AMAA and M. Matossian, A. Koundakjian and Dr. P. Megerdichian
appointed by the First Armenian Evangelical Church in west Beirut which was
adjacent to the Webb Building where the college was located and which held
the permit under which the college was to operate in its beginning years as a
Junior College. The Beirut group, in contrast to those from the United States,
wanted the college to be church related, considering the AEUNE 1o be co-
owner with the AMAA. This was typical of such govemance in the Near Fast
which operated under the old Ouoman Empire "Millet” System, a form of gov-
emment in which minorities distinguished by their religious affiliation had
political status. ‘The Armenian Evangelicals of Lebanon were part of the
Protestant Millet. They had their own courts for marriage, divorce and inheri-
tance. They thought of their institutions as baving standing only as related o
their religious/political community and thus as church related.

The college identity in the United States was tied m with people who
were closely affiliated with the AMAA. Mehagian and Philibosian wanted the
college to be independent, and by that term, they meant that it should be inde-
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pendent of church and missionary control. However, since they were busy men
and since their work for the college was related to the AMAA, the latter soon
was regarded as co-owner of the college, and actually appointed the first Board
of Trustees in the USA whose first chairman was The Rev. A A, Bedikian,
one of the founding fathers of the AMAA, Others on that first Board were
Mehagian, Philibosian, The Rev. P. Kalfayan, Dr. J. Hekimian, 5. Hekimian,
H. Kurkjian, M. Hatch and Flora Sarkissian. Judge N. Barsumian was soon
also drawn into the group. Thus, although the early planners in the USA want-
ed an independent college, the result was a defimitely church related institution
with the AMAA and the AEUNE as co-owners. However neither the Mission-
ary Association nor the Church felt able to govem the college and for that pur-
pose the two Boards were formed, the Trustees with primary responsibility to
make policy, 10 appoint the president, 10 approve budgets and 1o raise funds;
the Board of Managers 1o act as a responsible Board to whom the
Administration would report in the field. This rather complicated four entity
governance worked through the good will of all concemed.

The first faculty of the college was composed of The Rev. Dikran
Kherlopian who was a specialist in Armenian Studies, Dr. Anahid Melikian,
English Language and Literature, The Rev. John Markarian in addition to his
administrative responsibilities also tavght courses in Religion and Philosophy,
L. Karamanougian in Biology and Chemistry, D. Kalaidjian in Physics, A.
Sayegh in Mathematics, D. Sahagian in French and A. Sawaya, Arabic
Language and Litérature. The emphasis was on work in the classroom. The
professors were encouraged to keep the standard high and the demand serious.

In 1955 when the college was founded in Beirut, Lebanon, the ele-
mentary and secondary education of the country was onented toward the
French system reflecting the fact that Lebanon had been a French Mandate
from the end of World War 1 until its independence in 1943, In this sysiem, sec-
andary education ended with a govemment examination called Baccalaureate
Deuxieme Partie (Bac. 11). This was the entry permit nto higher or university
education. At that time there were no laws governing higher education in the
country. The Ministry of Education which was a Cabinet level post in the
Government regulated elementary and secondary education only and super-
vised the government examinations. This Ministry had granted equivalence in
the American sysiem of the Sophomore Certificate with Bac, 1. This meant
that the Junior College level was considered to be secondary education and not
on the university level. There were three universities and one Junior College
operating in Lebanon in 1955, Lebanese University (language of instruction -
Arabic), St. Joseph University, a French Jesuit Institution (language of instruc-
tion - French) and The American University of Beirul with an independent
Board of Trustees in the USA (language of instruction - English). The Junior
College was The Beirut College for Women, a church related institution con-
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nected with the Presbyterian Church in the USA and the Arab Presbylerian
Synod of Syria and Lebanon (language of instruction - English). Both the
College for Women and the American University were chanercd in New York
State and were similar o such institutions in the United States, having also-a
large number of faculty from the USA or wained there. It was in their interest
10 get from the Ministry of Education an equivalence with the Bac. II for their
form of education. They were disappointed 1o have received equivalence with
the Sophomore Certificate, concluding that year of study when they thought it
should have been with the completion of the Freshman year. The Lebanese
considered university education leading to the License Degree to be three years
in length, ie. in an American system three years beyond the Sophomore year.
In this situation, both the Beirut College for Women and Haigazian College
were in difficulty, considering themselves to be on the university level of edu-
cation, but forced to operate under a secondary school permit and to abide by
the regulations of the Ministry of Education. The only possible course open 10
them was 1o press on and offer Junior and Senior years leading 1o a Bachelor's
Degree.

For Haigazian College, the goal was in sight, especially since, in
Lebanon, there were as yet no laws governing upiversity education, There
were no standards to be met and no bureaucratic obstacles. However the col-
lege felt a moral obligation (o its swdents 1o give them a quality of education
which would make their eamed Bachelor's Degrees worth more than the paper
on which they were inscribed. Forunately for Haigazian College, there were
two students who received the Sophomore Certificate in 1957/58 who could be
carried into a Junior class because of their academic interest. Setrak Lapajian
carried a major in Christian Education, taking courses al both Haigazian
College and at The Near East School of Theology, which had an extensive
library and a number of excellent professors. It was agreed between the 1wo
institutions that he could take his arts and sciences courses at Haigazian and his
major at the Seminary, receiving after two. years from Haigazian College bis
Bachelor of Ans in Christian Education. The second student was Yervant
Kassouny whose major was Armenology. In his case, the college had the begin-
nings of a superb well catalogued Armenian Library being assembiled by The
Rev. Dikran Kherlopian a specialist in the field and a recognized and published
scholar. Kherlopian had also atracted from Soviel Arminia a series of visiting
scholars and thus Kassouny could be given a serious BA Degree in the field.
The two became the first degree receiving graduates of Haigazian College at
the Commencement Exercises in 1960.

This event proved to be momentous in the history of the college, since
in 1961, the next year, the Lebanese Govemnment passed a law goveming high-
er education in the country and placing all university level education under a
special branch of the Ministry of Education. The law stated that insttutions.
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which had been operating on the level of higher education would prosent their
programs (o the Ministry and on that basis would become recognized
Institutions of Higher Learning. Haigazian did this and became officially rec-
ognized as an institution of higher learning with the tite Institte.

In 1966, the Ministry of Education recognized Haigazian's BA and BS
Degrees as equivalent to the Lebanese License. In 1988/89, the college was
officially named in its: Government Charter Haigazian University College,
using the term “university” as an adjective to indicate the level of education,

The four year program at the college grew gradually so that by 1970,
just 10 years later, there were 80 in the praduating class, During that period,
relations with The Near East School of Theology and The American University
of Beirut, which were within seven minutes walking distance, developed 1o the
point of benefit from the vse of their libraries to the cross registration of stu-
dents in courses at the other institutions. Faculty from all three instlutions
hecame available to each for part time instruction.

Early in the academic year 1965/66, Dr. Markarian, the first president,
submitted his resignation lo become effective in June 1966. Dr. Joseph
Spradley, Head of the Science Division, became acting president while the
search was on for someone fluent in English, French and Armenian with strong
ties (o the evangelical community could be found to be the next president.
Spradley continued for two years proving © be an excellent administrator guid-
ing the college to grow in both number and quality. In 1968/69, Dr. Gilbert
Bilezikian who met all of the criteria became the second president of the col-
lege. He remained at the helm until May of 1971 when a family crisis made it
necessary for him to retun 10 the Uniled States and his position on the faculty
of Wheaton College in Ilinois. During his term of service major programs
were added in Busingss Administration and Economics and in Teaching
English as a Foreign Language (TEFL). A Dean was added © the administsa-
ton. Eventually the Business Program would become the dominant one with
more than 50% of the students specializing in that ficld and performing so well
after graduation, that the Business Division gained special recognition, During
the 1erm of Dr, Bilezikian, the growth of the college in quality and numbers was
substantial,

Dr. Markarian, who was in Beirut as' Professor of Theology and
Director of Development at The Near East School of Theology, offered to give
part time help to Haigazian College for its last month in 1971 and for the
Commencement that year. He was later asked to return to the Presidency of the
college beginning with the academic year 1971/72 and became the third presi-
dent, serving until his retirement in June of 1982. In this early period of the
l??ﬂ's major programs were added in Education, Political Science and
Computer Science. By 1975, all of the progress for the first twenty years of the
life of the college came to an abrupt halt with the outbreak of war in Lebanon.
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The academic year 1974775 saw Haigazian at the peak of its growth. The
largest graduating class in its history (87) received the college degrees and went
out into a Lebanon which was 10 experience destruction and death for the next
eighteen years. The majors of those graduates indicate the direction of the col-
lege up 1o that point: Business Administration - 44, Mathematics - 10, English
-9, Biology 9. Psychology - S, Chemistry - 3, Bio-Chemistry - 2, Physies - 2,
Political Science - 2, and Religious Education - 1,

The academic vear 1974/75 had been full of promise. Bat the acade-
mic year 1975/76 was totally different; three of the important people in the col-
lege administration had left for the United States. Dean Walter Bandazian
became Diréctor of the Howard Karageuzian Foundation in New York City. He
had been active in the college during a three year terin working with a newly
formed Businessmen's Committee which held promise of strong active support
for the future. He had initiated a Junior Year Abroad Program at the college in
which seven students from excelient universitics in the United States received
credit for a year of sudy at Haigazian Coliege. Mrs, Barkev Darakjian,
Registrar of the college, who had developed the Office of Admissions and
Registrar into an efficient working force, had left for Chicago. Ani Najarian,
an alumna of the college and a member of its first ¢lass who hid been for many
years the secretary 1o the President also left for the United States. These depar-
tures were a sign of the ominous events which were to occur. The coliege was
unable to open the academic year 197576 until January of 1976 because of
severe fighting in its area. The President’s office and the Student Lounge were
destroyed by explosives and fire. Other damage was sustained in all of the cel-
lege buildings and the student body registered in January numbered 60 in con-
trast 1o the 650 of the previous year.

In June 1982, Dr, Markarian, after living in the area of the college dur-
ing seven years of war, retired from his post, finally quitting Beirut in March
1983, Dr. Verne Fletcher, a professor at the Near East School of Theology and
tme 1o time lecturer at Haigazian College, consented o becoming the President
of the College, but the amosphere in Beirut had been deteriorating for for-
eigners, especially Americans, and at the end of the academic year 1984/85, he
was foroed to leave the post and return to the United States.

Ms. Wilma Cholakian, the College Registrar. was appointed
Administrative Dean and continued in the leadership of the college during the
following difficult war years until the academic year 1995/96 when she was
succeeded by the fifth president of the college, Dr. John Khanjian, Ms.
Cholakian guided the college into its relocation in east Beirut in the Christian
Medical Center Building and succeeded in maintaining a student body of 300
each year. A program in Social Work was developed 10 supply much needed
social workers for the ared.

In the 1990's as peace began gradually to dawn in Lebanon, the
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rebuilding process started. The Social Work Program was started with a gener-
ous grant of $50,000 from The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Later
grants, three from the Lincy Foundation including one of $10,000 and two of
$25,000 along with a second grant from the Hewlett of $150,000 enabled the
college to strengthen several of its programs and to underwrite the college
expenses of eight excellent students from the former Socialist Republic of

The new situation in the Republic of Armenia enabled Haigazian o
develop briefly in the capital city of Yerevan, instruction courses in the English
Language and a Program leading 10 a Master's Degree in Business
Management under the direction of Dr. Louis Vorpp, a noted scholar and
administrator in that field.

The war years in Lebanon constituting almost all of the second 20
years of the college history, took a heavy toll. The college chaplain, The Rev,
Jirair Soghomian was wounded and had 1o be evacuated to the United Suies,
The watchman of the college, Hrant Sanan was also wounded. Dr. Garo
Surmelian, an instructor in Physics, having only receatly received his Ph. D. in
the field, lost his life in an air crash in Beirut Dr. Raymond Hitti of the
Business Division was killed by a stray bullet during the war. Miss May Ziadé,
an instructor in Psychology lost her life during the war, One member of the jan-
itorial crew, and several students were wounded when a car bomb aimed at
Walid Jumblatt, leader of the Druze Socialist Community, exploded in front of
the Mugar Building and one student, trapped in his car, died. Members of the
Board of Managers which was meeting in the President’s Office in that build-
ing were saved from serious injury by heavy curtains covering the windows 1o
the room.

In addition to this toll in human life, there was the constant strain and
fear associated with incessant bombarding of civilian areas and especially the
region in which the college was located. On a number of different occasions
during the twenty year period of the war, rooms in the buildings of the college
were destroyed; windows were blown out and replaced many times, The acad-
emic life of the college suffered wo. During lulls in the fighting, classes would
begin-and students would gradually drift back into college life, but then in an
mstant all would change as hostilities flared up again and classes had to be sus-
pended. This constantly fluctating situation made it impossible to carry on a
normal program, but 10 the credit of all concerned with the college, students,
staff and faculty, there was no period in which the college closed down com-
pletely and in each of the war years there were students completing work
toward the BA or BS Degree and graduating from the college. '

There was also the displacement of people in Lebanon causing untold
twrmoil and distress. In 1978, when Israel attacked Lebanon during the Easter
Season, refugees from the south poured into the area in which the college was
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operating. They entered many of the deserted and bombed out buildings trying
10 find some shelter. The college organized a program for getting food and
other needed articles 1o more than 1500 of these refugees. Students, facalty and
stalf worked together. and among them were representatives from both sides of
the conflict in Lebanon. A Los Angeles Times article written by Joe Alex
Morris noted that former enemies were working side by side to feed the needy.
Then again, in the summer of 1982, the Isracli aack on Lebanon which
brought their troops all the way to Beirut. forced even more refugees into the
college neighborhood. This time an expenenced group from the college was
helping to feed and help in other ways more than 21, (XX) people.

In 1985, Dean Cholakian and her Board of Managers were forced to
make a serious decision conceming the relocation of the college. In April of
that vear, the passage between east and west Beirut closed completely, and
since most of the students in the west Beirut college were from east Beirul, it
became necessary to work toward a major relocation. The transition began in
1885/86. In the next academic year, the Webb and Mehagian Buildings were
rented 1o the National Evangelical College, a secondary school managed by the
Arab Evangelical Church, and by 1988/89, the Mugar Building was rented 10
the French oriented Louise Wegman School. Haigazian College was moved
into the former Christian Medical Center in east Beirut, which had been a hos-
pital owned and managed by Dr. Puzant Knkorian, [r. Peter Manoogian and
Mr. Augustine Bedeer. Krikorian had been a long time member of the Board of
Managers of the college in Beirut, and who had retired and moved to the United
States. Krikorian and Bedeer donaled their interest in the building and Dr.
Manoogian's share was purchased by the college. The difficult task of refur-
bishing the Center to make it habitable for the college was undertaken, and the
site was transformed into a beautiful city college building. By the academic
year 1987/88, the relocation (o cast Beirut was complete, and the college has
since continued 1o operate on that site, averaging a student body of 300 each
year 1o the present time in 1995/96.

Haigazian University College has been able to operate and 1o offer a
respectable and serious university level curriculum with minimal expenditure
for both capital improvement and for current EXpenses. Its first current budget
in 1955/56 was less than $20,000, of which 25% was met by stdent twition and
75% by Trustees grants given through the AMAA. [n 1965/96 the current bud-
get is approximately $1.000,000 of which 80% is derived from tuition and 20%
from endowed funds through the AMAA. The initial capital expenditure for the
college was an amount of $25.000 given by the Mehagian family and vsed 1o
purchase and refurbish the Webb House. The building and equipping of the
seven floor Mehagian Building was almost literally scratched out of cument
funds and time to time grants arranged primarily by Stephen Philibosian and his
friends Mehagian, Hekimian and Vart. The Mugar Building purchased in 1971
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was onc of the major capital advances in the college history, the building space
was enlarged by the addition of a student lounge and the beautiful villa trean_ng
the Mugar name and housing the administrative offices and both the English
and Armenian libraries. The land space of the college was trebled.

The Endowment Fund of the College held and managed by the
AMAA is more than $3,000,000 contributed by more than 300 donors ranging
in amounts from $100 to more than $300.000. Nine of the portfolios include
sums ranging from $10,000 (o $20,000 with such representalive names as
George and Helen Barsumian, Harold and Francis De Mirjian, Mr. and Mrs,
Sam Mardian and Mr. and Mrs, Augustine Bedeer. Seventeen Funds are in the
§20,000 to $100,000 range with such names as Virginia Harikian, Mr. and Mrs.
Lovis Kurkjian, Mr. and Mrs. Alec Manoogian, Mr. and Mrs, Arthur
Matossian, Mr. and Mrs. Leon Peters, Elise Merdinian, and The Haigazian
Alumni Association. In the $100,000 group ar¢ Mary Diran and Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Gertmenian. The $300,000 Endowment is that of the Founders, Mr, and
Mrs. Mehagian,

Several donors merit special recognition: The Stephen Philibosian
Foundation, under the leadership of Stephan’s daughter, Joyce Stein, has been
a steady confributor to the scholarship needs of the college. The total during
forty years is more than $750.000. The estawe of Judge Nazareth Barsumian is
the donor to the General Endowment Fund of the AMAA an amount of
$750,00). The Hekimian family beginning with Samuel and camied on by his
sons Samuel and Robert have been major donors 10 the college. The Levonian
Family Endowment in the General Fund given by Dr. Rendel Levonian, the
present Chairman of the Board of Trustees is $275.000. Duning the 25th
Anniversary Campaign, nine contributors gave more than $25,000 each for
scholarship aid to the college. They are: Dr. D. Berberian, Mr. Jivelekian, A.
Manoogian, E. Merdinian, A. Tchakejian, Dr. P. Hadidian, J. Hekimian, R,
Hekimian, Dr. D. Kassouny, Joyce and Joseéph Stein (2) and F. Sarkissian.

Last but not least, among those who have been financially involved in
the college are the wition paying students. It is true that the cost of education
has always been higher than the tition charged, so that in a sense, the educa-
tion of all of the students at the college has been subsidized 1 some extent, still
the payments of students bave been the largest total sum used 1o meet the cur-
rent expenses of the college. In the current year alone (1995/96), wition income
has been nearly $800,000. The total amount through the forty year history has
been several million dollass.

- Finally it must be noted that the college in its essence and in its histo-
ry is people. Many of those associated with the life of the college have already
been mentioned, most of them having 10 do with the beginning and @iy his-
tory of the institution. It is not passible in this brief history to mention every-
one on its Boards, Auxiliaries, Faculty, Staff and swdent body numbering in
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the thousands. And yet it must be said that the history of the college is its peo-
ple. The first Board of Trustees and the first Board of Managers did sterling
work 10 get the college on its way, But there were others. Nazar Daghlian and
Kegham Mississyan were Principals of the two prominent Beinut Secondary
Schools and were advisory members of the first Board of Managers. When they
moved 10 the United States, they continued active interest and participation in

college planning.

In the mid-1960's an important change was made in the govemance of
the college with the transfer of the Board of Trustees to the west coast. There
had been a Western Commiitee involved in Fund Raising. As members of that
Committee became more involved, the decision was made w appoint some of
them to a néw Board of Trustees with Mr. Henry Gentmenian as Chairman,
Members on that Board have been Dr. Rendel Levonian, who eventually suc-
ceeded Mr. Gertmenian as the fourth Chairman of that Board (A, A. Bedikian,
S. Philibosian, H. Gertmenian and R. Levonian), Dr. Jirair Sanian, long time
Treasurer, Dr. Mihran Agbabian, Louvis Kurkjian, Helen Barsumian, dedicated
Secretary (o the Board, A. §. Mehagian, the only holdover from the original
Board, his son Arthur, Joyce Stein, dasghter of Stephen Philibosian, George
Barsumian, Ed, Barsumian, son of Nazareth, Dr. Skyier Aijian, L. Eskigian, H.
De Mirjian, Leon Peters whose wife Alice continues active support of the col-
lege through the Leon Peters Foundation and who is a life member of the
Board, Mary Mehagian and Mary Diran also life members, Dr. 8. Tilkian, Dr.
H. Katchadourian, H. Mouradian, Maggie Matossian charter member of the
Board of Managers and one time chairperson of that Board, Dr. J. Zeronian, Dr.
M. Balabanian, §. Gertmenian, Ida Levy niece of Dr. P. Krikorian, Z. Khanjian,
A. Bedeer, L. Gulesserian, D. Levonian, L. Kalfayan, 5. Kalfayan, The Rev. B.
Geukgeuzian and Dr. H. P. Hovnanian,

The Board of Managers in Lebanon has also been mentioned. Iis first
Chairman was Rev. H. P. Aharonian, succeeded by Dr. D. Wosgian, then by
Dr, L. Babikian, Maggic Matossian and Herair Mouradian. The present chair-
man of that Board is the Rev. Robert Sarkissian. Others who have given long
service in addition to the charter members are: Dr. R. Chorbajian, Dr. A.
Manougian and his wife Alice, L. Gulesserian, Dr. E. Shirajian, S. Agulian, B.
Bessos, J. Ekmekiji, A. Dedeyan, Mrs. Karageuzian, J. Sagherian, The Rev. H.
Karjian, A. Boojikanian and Dr, B. Artinian.

The presidents of the college and three of the deans have been named
in the narrative. Also serving as dean of the college were M. Jinbashian and Dr.
B. Yenovkian, Others in the administration serving in the Admissions and
Registrar’s Office as Directors were, Z. [lanjian, A. Darakjian, H. Tilbian and
A. Fermanian,

A long list of capable and admired people served on the faculty of the
college. The first Ph. D. to be hired was Dr. Anahid Melikian. The popular and
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difficult hurdle for students was the much admired and imitated Levon
Karamanougian in Biology and Chemistry, He was succeeded in Chemistry by
Dr. Mary Kasparian, Dr. Sidani and others, and in Biology by Dr.
Kouyoumjian and Dr. Lebbos. Dr. J. Mirhij after his retirement from The
American University of Beirut, taught Biology for many years, as did Dr.
Fairbanks and S. lsraelian. Dr, Ed. Hart led a strong Physics Department made
up of Dr.'s Wakid and Surmelian. Mathematics was in the capable hands of A.
Sayegh, Dr. A. Boghossian and many others, among whom was M.
Manougian, who became famous in the Arab world as the mentor and driving
force behind a Haigazian Science Club which fired the first large solid fuel
rocket, launched from a government stronghold above the Bay of Jounieh in
Lebanon, and observed by 15,000 people including all of the officers in the
Lebanese Army, and tracked to Cyprus by the Lebanese Navy!

In the field of Edocation, the college was very strong since Teacher
Education was a major goal. G. Injejikian was a whirlwind of activity, inspir-
ing and directing his students 1o start their own evening school to weach area
people simple skills in English and Mathematics, Others were Dr. Anahid
Apelian, Dr. Y. Babikian, now President of The Emmanuel Bible College in
Pasadena, California, and Dr, K. Kalovstian, H. Von Mierio initiated a program
in Special Education, the only one of its kind in the area, preparing teachers of
the handicapped. His best known swdent is Dr. K. Tashjian presenty teaching
in the United States on the university level,

In the field of Business and Economics, there have been many of the
best in the Near East. M. Bouldoukian was the organizer of the Division, ably
helped by K. Kebabjian. Then there were Dr.'s Taky, Medewar, Al Haj, Das
and Mohanty, Dr. H. Hadjetian, an alumnus of the college, went on to take his
Ph. D. Degree and retum to head the Division for many years. In Armenian
Studies in addition to Professors Kherlopian and Morous Hasratian, there were
Dr. Y. Kassouny one of the first two alumni of the college, Dr. V., Oshagan, Dr.
D. Kouymjian, Messers P. Yeghiayan and Levon Vartan and Father A.
Granian. This Department under the leadership of editor Dr, Kassouny initiat-
ed the Haigazian Armenological Review, a highly respected periodical in the
field, and which continues now to be published under the guidance of Father A.
Granian,

In Political Science there were Dr.'s Sh. Toriguian, H, Bedoyan and
P. Garmirian. In the Humanities Division, Hagop Terjimanian, an atumnus of
the college went 1o the United States for his M. A. Degree and returned for
many years of inspiring teaching. There were (00 the visitors who came for a
year or two: Dr. Bob Smith, Dr. B, Ramm, Harriet and Than Dexter. There
were Paul Leonard, the Harbers, Bill Young, Forbes, the Deans, Ralph Setian,
Dr. Al Tichenor, Barbara Wallarab, Dorcas Vanian, Pauline Alexanian, later
Mrs. John Kbanjian, wife of the present president of the college. All of these
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peaple served the college through the first twenty five to thirty years of its his-
tory. And there are a whole bost of others within the last 15 years who have
added their names to the list of-contributors to the education of the thousands
of students who have attended Haigazian,

There were the equally important members of the non academic staff:
Y. Jizmejian was the first, and she did almost everything from admissions and
registrar's work to bookkeeping and secretarial work. Sirvart Konialian (later
married w0 H. Mouradian and at the present time President of the Women's
Auxiliary in Los Angeles) was in bookkeeping and accounting, succeeded by
Mary Abdulian, J. Terzian and Arpie (Darakjian) Chanine. There were
Business Managers like, .. Keushguerian, Ezadjian and Mandoyan; the secre-
tarial pool included A. Najarian, M. Arabian, A. Churukian; A. Adanalian and
R. Puzantian were in the Admissions Office. There were cooks and custodians,
wlephone operators, lab assistants, computer assistants and guards. All of them
made important contributions to the life of the college and all are identified in
some way especially in the minds of the students, with the college.

Two other areas were the Office of Chaplain and Student Life: The
Rev, J. Soghomian was the first chaplain, a post now occupied by Calvin
Sagherian. In Student Life there were Cholakian, Der Garabedian and Zeeny,
this post is now occupied by A. Dakessian. The libraries were manned by
Haigazian alumni, Nishan Bashmajian, J. and Z. Tanielian, Dz. Altounian, and
M. Der Hagopian.

Finally, something must be said about the students. They carry the
name Haigazian into every part of their life both while in the student body and
then later by the kind of life they produce as alumni of the institution. It is
impossibie to give any meaningful account of them, but there are ceniain cate-
gories which are revealing. There are the clergy: beginning with Archbishop
Lapajian in California, Y. Sarmazian in Toronto, C. Biong in Khartum, Y.
Costa in Beirut, 8. Sahiouny, Head of the Supreme Council in Lebanon,
Jarjour, Iwas, Qusta-Jabbour, Jal, Sarkissian, Melkonian, Mokkosian,
Kilaghbian and his wife Esther (Haidostian). M. Janbazian is the Executive
Director of the AMAA.

In the field of teaching there are more than 100 alumni. J. Taniclian is
the Principal of the AGBU's Hovagimian Manougian and Tarouhi Hagopian
Schools in Beirut, L. Filian is a Principal in the USA, Dr, P. Haidostian is on
the faculty of the Near East School of Theology, I. Dedeyan is a School
Principal, K. Karaboyajian is the Head of the School for the Blind. There are
Dr.'s Y. Kassouny and H. Bedoyan. Dr. Kegham Tashjian teaches in the United
States. S. Fustukjian was the librarian at The American University of Beirut
and is now back in the United States.

The Business Division has the largest number of alumni in circulation
mmy"mﬁump.mmmms-smmmmﬁmm
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the Husseini brothers and Faysal Salam in Saudi Arabia. J. Abajian in Los
Angeles. H. Seferian is a diplomat as is V. Koundakjian. Haig Tilbian is Head
of the Jinishian Foundation in Lebanon and Syria, Sona Vayejian is Associale
Director in the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) in the United
States. David Zenian, for many years a UPI correspondent, now heads the
AGBU News Service in Washington, DC. A quote from David will make a fit-
ting conclusion to this brief historical sketch: "A young kid in a young college,
experimenting with everything from rockets to stagecrafl. Leaming skills much
deeper than what any college course can provide. That was the Freshman vear
at Haigazian College in 1961, the start of a four year leaming experience which
has not stopped paying ofl 0oops - 34 years later,

The exposure was nol only to Biology with Dr. Karamanougian,
Physics with Dr, Hart, Math with Mr. Sayegh, English with Ms, Wallarab and
the Philosophy of Religion with Dr. Markarian, but it was also a process of
interaction between Armenians, Lebanese Moslems and Christians, Syrians,
Jordanians, Iragis, lranians, Americans, Ethiopians and a long list of others.

Quite a mixwre for a college of about 200 students at that time, but as
intemational and diverse as any larger center of leaming in the world.

My four years at Haigazian has given me the tools and the strength 1o
face the world and its challenges. It taught me o adapt and adjust to myself a
diversity of cultures.

I have been able 1o fall back on my Haigazian College education and
experience every siep along the way of my more than thirty years as a jounal-
ist and foreign correspondent with UPI in Beirut and a half a dozen other
Middle East cities and Washington, DX until 1989 and for the past six years as
Director of the AGBU Amenian Information Service also in Washington.”

Lo M.

186



LUubPG MUSUNMob MY
Justli2sly JUUlLutrtLUY YL 9NLESh

LUenentn
LS. UL IUPGUr BTy

Jwjuqtwl Sntap hownwmmbgun 17 Lolinbidptp 1955ha ol gt wlws w-
muphl phm puuwpwbibpny UpbudnbwG Tk poph Ukpuhp hinpnahl dnut ginfimnn
Mty pthphG dte, np wnubGdGwmmb dplb tp Gufumgte: Swunoonm pbiw wnuoghl mw-
pruwl widwdwpliG tp 59,000 thp. nulh:

Gnit6p Ymymibiguwi Swpunbh UtjGp dniq Edinupnihp bhuphphniph nuuwiuou Up-
dhfiwy Quygluqbiwbh whowog, ap hugpt Ep Sateh Ghpwlwl wowshb GnthpwmnihG
b dblkGwuh’ Umiph UtijuwlbwhG: Lanwpnppulub t, op bpp Upwgbivg Luwhwlglb-
pot it UbhuwlbwGGbpp Yp Swnduwht Ubpdunnp Upbitiph kg nunidGulwi pund-
pugny hwuwaanphl Op ppulwbwgbhpm Gwuhl b wn wn Yp nhithe Udbphlwgh
L) Wibmwpwiulpul CEybpwlgmpbwl winhl, Mpmph ke, Wipdwinp Untidiph
Ly Uitimwpwbwlwl Uhmptwl puppbipkl Gupg dp nbwduwplbp Yo junphthG hhilty
nunuiGwljwi pupdpugn)G huuanwsniph G dp nhbdwgput) GupbGugm hubupng Syl
WibnwpuwiGulput LwdwyGphG’ wyt wipnng hwnphwd Yppuliwl b hpolwlwh ww-
hufipllipp: bpuwpm hwdpGllng wyu dpughpGbpt thi np b Jtipgag dGnibn wodl dwglwg-
quwl Qp(tehi: bphniunbp Guywgwd hwdwdw)lnpbwl ip Jpw)” Gateh Guluwgu-
hniptauG hpwnhpritigun $bp. ol Gl Vwpguptwbp, npni jwenpibght Falw. tn-
qt} UthptingG' 1966pG, \Lkp. dhyuytp Mitiqhpbwlp 1968hG, Yplihl Whip. Gwh Uwpquip-
phawlp’ 1971hG, by “Fnlywn, LppG Siyppp’ 198306 197506 wugpwd hpwlulliuG wwu-
Gkopwiitiuy upunbpuqil winhiylig np Gnit6ts hbnwlwd dwiwwln fuwignwd wit-
phljwhuunwlGtinp, wh pt hGen® 1985hi vhuny mumdGwlpwl wwpbyppwits ujubw)
Qnk6hi nhlwdwpnphGG vinwbdGhig Op. Mipyliu Pnjwpbwbp. npuytu quppulwi wh-
unity, np Wty w) nuniGulu b wyonbiwlw ghoeiugbng tp Satehl: UhwyG
1995h muniGuiui wwptzpewth uhapt tp, np Unwghus LwhwliGpt k ML gpmp hw-
uwn Gufulhl hwgtuuhw) oo, dwl bwGehwip, npytu hhigtipnpn Gwhiwgwhp Go-
(L6h0:

Qwwnwy zpewih wuypud qbphwpndGipma wpu wwebudbwh quuoy uo-
pusdmiwd munuiGulut b wlunbiwlwi gapdmGtnphG dp Snitel Ghpu wpdwlug-
plig Il quipqugnii b Ybpupugp: Cpewih huynipbwl hudwp nwnighy n funhwpy,
duwdnyh dwpn b wegquighl wiwgGspnlby wuanpuumbim ulqplGulw b hudbumw-
gyl hp winwownpwipGhpnG pruhly b bp pmunny wiinip bhdbipad ey npmbguG w-
lunbiwluil pupdpuign huuwmuwnnpbt §p wwhwenan ny dhuy 6 wihpudbym pu-
dwlimGpGbipp’ wyib duwGwiwdn zppwh htnghbmt wénn ghunulul b pltpw 1 wyw-
hGpGhpniG gnhwgnud wninn Ghapbip: Wty b, np ulqpluwlul hujughwwlub. b
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qinwlwt o pGybpughG ghwmphiGltnnt waplpbp hbnghtiunt gnyniptiwl Ynynibigu
wantinpughnnipbw, winbuwghunniptw, piybpw)hi dwnwjmiptul, Swijwiwpdne-
plawl, punwpwghnmpbiwd, wigbptlp nputy (hqm owwplbpm nunignuihl, hudu-
wpghyGipm, b dwuGwghowlwt GnyGuGiwl wy 6hnbp, b 1955h6 punmuulituy dp
wznunn muw GnnGbpng b pwpdpwgny@ mumdGhpm hhiGwyw pwlh op Ghpbpn nu-
uwiwnmpbwdp ujuwd Snkép 1975hG wpntl wipoptl hwunwnnwd wiunbdwlwh
Lot dpG tp hp 650 muwGnnGhpay, np, wlju)l, huwnwy nunobulpw, whunbiv-
Y b ghinwlwb hp ppugopdnudGbipnd 1995p6 whnh niiblwp Shuwyl 300 nuwbnn:
bpwljwnphwl dtg phbpn v wilndp bhnbuwpd tp 197506 wuwd hpwlwlibwd
whwgnpnyl pwjuniGbpmG, npnlg npwtu wpnhbp 1976 nuumdGuiwi wwptzpewG
uljubp tp ol qupum niuwnnGbpny: 1985h6, wi wllwpbhnpbiwl wapbc Gnitéh 2pp-
gwuwinhl whnh mGhgnn whplnite Ynpubtpmi b wilw) ndpwlndmdGipmb, Smt-
6p Gnfuwnpmbguin M ypaeph wpbibibwG Yondp, wwpgoptG winp hwdwp np wiop m-
uwnnmpbwd dbinugn)G dwup Ym qup punuphl wpbibibwd ypewliip quibgmuwdw-
Jha Ybpwyny hwoeuaonued huympbGt: Ut bup Gotép hwgh pt Yupnn qupdun
plnneGhy 300 muwGnn hp Gop Gugptl Ghpu, np £phunnbtwlpeld Rdwiiut YbnpnGh
2t6pG tp Gwhuungtu:

Smikéh npujtu numidfulwd b wunbdwlpws Yenpel heunwnndhl b qup-
qugnuihl uhgpluljwl opbpmb S5 nbp fuwnuwghG n’y Ghw)yl Uhwgbwy LivhwliqGhpm
fulunfulwiwlwl b Mk pniph nqupwpdwljwl quinguwi Swpdhidbpp’ wy) dwiwwin
wlinp quuwfsoswlwl Yuqdh Slwymb t qGwmG Ghipljwpugmgh;Ghpts juntp: Upu-
wtu’ wydd whhpwdbym b winbgdt hnu jhoby dbp. Shqpwl lopppbiwdp, Fnlu. Ulw-
hpw UbighptiwGp, LEinG GwpwdwinibuGi m Uw)tap, nolpnnpttp Ueph Swoagwpbw-
Op, GanmuistwGp. Lpupynup, Uphtdp, UpunwGhG, dbpubipup, bupwytitwbp. <wppp,
MonaubiwGp, PeGLERYbwGp, Upkjbwlp, Mwwhybwhp, Swmuntwbp, Lwetpbwlp, b
mpp2Gbp: Lwjughnmptwl pudwiinptd Ghpu dp. pnpbwtd bnp wtinp t jhoby
wlnbGbipp BptinuGtG hpwihpouwd Gpnd. Gtnpg pnpbwGh, b Unpmu dwupwptiv-
Gh0. Bwht OywlwhG, Shopwl Gayoudhuhl, Phquin bhwybwGhG, LbnG Jwp-
quibhl, bpmuwlin Lwumhha b Ynwbbwb Lwppuybnht: 197006, Lwylulw nund-
GuuhpmiphGObpm YhnpnGp np hjw Jbpwdnibp tp Sntah hujwghwwljuG pudwi-
dmbiph’ uhuun hpwnwpwib) Suphuqbut <uwghpwlut {uiptq bpnwin Lwuni-
Ghh fudpwgpnipbiwdp, b op wydd Yp wpnlwlnh Ynwlbiwb Qwpnuwwbnh wunwu-
fuw Gwwnnnipbwdp i edpwgpuljw Yuqih dp Shetipny:

OthG ufuwiwd wnusphG hhdGwnhplbnp dw)jlwqbwl Goteho, np op G whuh h-
niGig bipwql phdwymtp ppuwt, b 196006 unwlwt bup whwwiwl Gwiwnd npujtu
wijwnbiwluil pupdpugn)G hwunwnmphl’ hpwiw bbb Yppuwlws Gulswpupnptub
1966 pouwlyhp 6ty optlpnd dwjwqbiwl Gnitch 2Gnphwd Mh kb Mh bu wunhGwGib-
pp Gulgmbhi hpw w6t huwboh hufwhwiwuwp b 1988 munudGulpwl wwpbyp-
it ulutiug wi hwunwn Gwisgnitp npugty Lw)ljuqbu Lwiwpuwpwlulw Gnte
hp nuumiGwiwl pwnwibug hiphmpnyG hwdwlwpgny, np bppbp w sbp wwpptipbip w-
WhphlybwG nptat gojteh Yuwi hwiwuwpuwih nGbgwdth: Gnitsh bhiGunhpitipt bpw-
qlip thG UhghG Upbitiph St nuGbiluwy hwj by wpup dannympnbbpm pwpdpugmih
Gujwonnng whwnbinwi hounwanppl tip, tie hhdw mOERG quigh, Shw)G pt winp
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wliplnitg bt hipGuwuuwh jwnwenbpwgp wpgbjulnbgu npn) ypewt up npytu hb-
whiwlp (ppwbuGbwG GEpphG puunuiGlpni b wunbpwgihl: Wumbwinbpd b hw-
unily wju hpwiubnpbiu’ wyn hwuawamphilp yunwpbg wilwpbiit, b wyuoep
uwljwe 360 wlndp. bpthh hw) pt wpwp nuwlinnGbp, spnbp wiglhit bup Luwjlugbud
duduwuwpubwlwi Sntéh ghuwlnd wiu Yud win Ypwlpts 4p gpunbl wrwgbnp-
nh wpdwbwinp nhpp dp Yppwlmt, YpoGwlwl, wabiapwghunwljwl b Swdnih pt gh-
wmpbwl GwpgbptG Ghpu:
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APPENDIX I

The Republic of Lebanon
Ministry of National Education
Council of Higher Education
33991

To the President of Haigazian College

Subject;  Haigazian College as an institution of higer leaming.
Source:  The Regulatory law of higher education of 26/12/1961,
The decision taken by the Council of Higher Education in its
meeting of 25/3/1966.

We have the honor of informing you that the Council of Higher
Education studied the file of your instition in its meeting of 25/3/1966 and it
was evident that this institution had submitted all the necessary documents
according 10 the stipulations of article 17 of the regulatory law of higher edu-
cation of 26/12/1961, The documents submitted during the appointed time, i.e.
in March 23, 1962, requested that it be authorized as an institution of higher
learning, with the name of “Haigazian Institute.”

The Council of Higher Education look the following decision:

The Council of Higher Education affirms that “Haigazian Institute™ is
considered an institute of higher leaming authorized by the law because its sta-
ws as an institute corresponds to the regulatory law of higher education and in
particular to article 17 and paragraph 1 of its 4th clause.

We are pleased for this decision taken conceming your institution
“Haigazian Institate.” We hope that those responsible for its management will
continue o assure that it continues Lo abide by the accepted laws and regula-
tions. We wish the institulion SUCCess and well-being.

[ ok 0 Minister of National Education
- Haigazian College Fouad Boutros

- Council of Higher Education

- Committe of Private Education

- Equivalence Commutice

- File.
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APPENDIX I

The Republic of Lebanon
2163/1609
Presidential Decree Number 7909
The equivalency of the Sophomore diploma which Haigazian College awards
with the Lebanese Baccalaureate Part L.

The President of the Republic of Lebanon,

According to the Constitution of Lebanon,

According to the decree number 9355 dated 28/4/1962 concerning

the equivalence of diplomas,

And in response to the request made by Haigazian College in Beirut,
10 consider the Sophomore diploma which it awards to be equivalent 1o the
Lebanese Baccalaureate Part 11,

And upon the recommendation of the Minister of National Education,

And after the approval of the Council of Ministers in 19 July 1967,

Decrees the folowing
Article I: The Sophomore diploma that is awarded by Haigazian College in
Beirut is considered equivalent to the Lebanese Baccalaurcate Part 11 1 those
students.-
1. Who receive this diploma till the end of the academic year 1969-1970.
2. Who joined the Freshman or Saphomore class of the aformentioned insti-
tution prior o 1969-1970, provided that they will receive this diptoma by the
end of the academic year 1970-71 (in either the June or September/October
semesters).

Aticle IL: Tt is not possible to extend or renew this equivalency and the afor-
mentioned institution mentioned should correct its affairs according to the pro-
visions of the regulatory law of higher education dated 26 December, 1961,
particularly its 2nd clause should be implemented, before the end of the time
specified in article I of this decree.

Auticle IIL This decree is to be published and announced where need be.

Sin el-Fil, 27 July 1967

Issued from the President of the Republic Signature: Charles Helou
The Prime Minister
Signature: Rashid Karami

Minister of National Education

Signatwre: Sleiman al-Zein
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APPENDIX Il

The Republic of Lebanon

No 1086/M/69

Ministry of National Education
Fquivalence Commitiee

STATEMENT

According to decree number 753 dated 27/9/1972,

According to the regulatory decision number 9355 dated 281411962

and based on the file number 2/19 dated 9/9/1968, which was approved
by his excellency, the Minister of National Education dated 12/9/1968,

The secretary of the Equivalence Commitiee announces: that, the
Equivalence Committee which was established by the legislative decree number
16 dated 18/1/1955, by the Ministry of National Education, took the following
general Basic Decision in its 9/9/1968 dated meetng:

“The Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Sciences degrees (B.S. or
B. A.) which are awarded by Haigazian Institute in Beirut, are to be considered
university degrees which represent a completed phase of higher education level.”

As a verification, and upon the request of the President of Haigazian
Institute dated 27/6/1969, this statement is given.

Beirut 27/6/1969
Secretary of the Equivalence Commitiee
Joseph Na'im
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APPENDIX IV

The Republic of Lebanon

Ministry of National Education
Secretanat of Equivalence Commitice
no fm/

BASIC DECISION

The Equivalence Committee which was established in the Ministry of
National Education and Fine Arts and according (o the legislative decree num-
ber 26 dated 18/1/1955, and after examining the programs submitted to the sec-
retariat of the Equivalence Committee in the Ministry of Education, convened
O =veseen 1992 and took the following basic decision:

The Bachelor's degree of Aris, Education major, which Haigazian
University College awards, is a university degree in Education, given by a rec-
ognized institution of higher learning, provided that the bearer has received the
Lebanese Baccalaureate part 11, or its official equivalent, on a date prior (o his
entry 10 the program, and that the study period that leads to the above men-
tioned diploma is not less than six semesters, and that the total credits are not
less than 92 (ninety-two) credits; the term credit here refers to a half year cred-
it (semester credit); this is in compliance with the programs deposited at the
secretanat of the Equivalence Committee of the Ministry of Education, on con-
dition of abiding by the basic decision number 20, dated 21/3/1980, concerning
the number of credits of the subject of specialization.

19/11/1992
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20.- BASIC DECISION

The Equivalence Commitiee ¢stablished in the Minisiry of Natonal
Education and Fine Arts, according (o the legislative decree number 26 dated
18/1/1955, after ‘examining the programs submited to the secretariat of the
Equivalence Commitiee in the Ministry of National Education. convened at
3/12/1992, 1ok the following basic decision:

The Bachelor’s degree of Ars, Political Science major, which
Haigazian University College awards, is a untversity degree in Politcal
Science, issued by a recognized institution of higher leaming, provided that the
bearer has received the Lebanese Baccalaureate part 11, or its official equiva-
lent, on a date prior 10 his entry 10 the program: that the study period which
leads 1o the above mentioned diploma should not be less than six semestens,
and that the total credits are not less than 92 (ninety-two) credit, knowing that
credit here means a half year credit (semester credit) and this is in compliance
with the program pul ai the secretarial of the Equivalence Commitice of the
Ministry of Education, on condition of abiding by the basic decision number
20, dated 21/3/1980, concerning the number of credits of the subject of spe-
cialization,

The Equivalence Committee established in the Ministry of National
Education and Fing Arts, according to the legislative decree number 26 dated
18/1/1955, after examining the programs submitied to the secretaniat of the
Equivalence Committee in the Ministry of National Education, convengd at
3/12/1992, wok the following basic decision:

The Bachelor's of Science degree, Computer Science major, which
Haigazian University College awards, is a universily diploma in Computer
Science, given by a recognized institution of higher learning, provided that the
bearer has received the Lebanese Baccalaureate part 11, or its official equiva-
lent, on a date prior to the entry to the program, and that the study period that
lead to the above mentioned diploma should not be less than six semesters, and
that the total credits are not less than 92 (ninety-two)credits, knowing that cred-
it here means a half year credit (semester credit); and this is in compliance with
thie program put at the secretariat of the Equivalence Commitiee in the Ministry
of Education, on condition of abiding by the basic decision number 20, of
21/3/1980, concering the number of credits of the subject of specialization.
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APPENDIX V

The Republic of Lebanon
Ministry of National Education and Fine Arts
To: The Administration of Haigazian Institute
Archive number: 1152/70
lssue number: 1152/M/70
Beirut in 22/5/1971

Subject: Equivalence of the Bachelor degrees
Reference; Your reguest, number 1152770 dated 4/6/1970

In response 1o your request,

We inform you that, the Equivalence Committee in its meeting of
20/4/1971, took the following basic general decision (file 16, session dated 9f711)
which was approved by His Excellency, the Minisier of National Education and
Fine Arts, on 17/5/1971.

After examinig the official report of 11/3/1971 and revised on
20/4/1971,

And since Haigazian Institute is one of the recognized, private institutes
of Higher Education in Lebanon,

And since the educational programs leading to the Bachelor's degrees
and the Normal Diploma which the Institute awards, equals in its kind and level
to the programs taught at the Lebanese University.

and following the announcement of the Institute’s administration in its
letter of 4/6/1970, which states that it will not accept the Lebanése sutudent who
has not passed the Lebaneses Baccalaureate Part Il as of September 1970,

1.- Therefore the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Sciences degrees
awarded by the Haigazian Institute are considered equivalent 1o a university
degree, provided that the bearer of this degree holds the Lebanese Baccalaureate
Pant II; or its official equivalent, on a date prior to his admission to the
Sophomore class and that he has received the degree at least after three years of
university education.

2.- The Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor of Sciences degrees with the
Normal Diploma awarded by the Haigazian Institute are considered to be equiv-
alent 1o a teaching permit, provided that the bearer has the Lebanese
Baccalaureate Part 11, or s official equivalent, on a date prior to his admission
10 the Sophomore class and that he has received the diploma after at least three
years of university education, and that his area of specialization is part of the
official secondary education curniculum.



3.- According to the regulatorions instituted by the Civil Service Committee
about candidacy to third degree govemmental positions, the bearers of the
Bachelor of Arts degree, Business Administration major are entitled to partici-
pate in contests organized by govemmental offices for the third degree gov-
emmental positions which require the degree of License of law or its equiva-
lent, provided that the bearer of this degree holds the Lebanese Baccalaurcate
Part I, or its official equivalent, on a date prior to his admission to the
Sophomore class and that he has received the diploma after at least three years
of university education.

The Council also decided to ask the administration of Haigazian Institute not 10
admit any student to the Sophomore class o study in the Bachelor's degree,
unless he holds the Lebanese Baccalaureate Part I1, or its official equivalent,
and this is according to the 2nd clavse of the regulatory law of higher educa-
tion published on 26/12/1961

With our respect.

Secretary of the Equivalence Commitice
Joseph Na'im
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APPENDIX VI

Presidential Decree number 2165

Allowing new majors in American University of Beirut, and changing the name
of Haigazian Institute and opening a branch to it in Mar Mekhayel area...

‘The President of the Republic

according o the constitution

according to the regulatory law of higher education, published in
26/12/1991

according to decree number 16676 dated 18 July 1964 (bylaws of the
commuittee of higeér education),

according o the decision of the Committee of Higher Education dated
207711991,

according to the recommandation of the Minister of National
Education and Fine Ans,
and after the approval of the council of Ministers in its 8/1/1992 dated session,
decrees the following:

Article 2:

Haigazian Institute is authorized -

1.- To change the name of the institute to Haigazian University Coliege.
2.- To establish a branch of this university in Mar Mekhayel area.

Aricle 5:

This decree is 10 be published and informed to those concemed.
Beirut 25 December 1992,

Signatures; Elias Herawi, the President of the Republic

Omar Karami , Prime Minister

Boutros Harb, Minister of National Education and Fine Arts.
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APPENDIX VII

The Republic of Lebanon

Ministry of Culture and Higher Education
Director General

Number: 3950/96

Beirut, 9/1/1997

To Haigazian Universily
We send you the decree no 9657 of 28/12/1996, conceming the name change
of Haigazian College to Haigazian University, the permission to teach on the
Master's level in certain majors and the addition of new majors and of new
schools.
With our congratulations and wishes for success
General Director of Culture and Higher Education
Mianios Al-Halabi

Decree Number 9657

Changing the name of Haigazian College to Haigazian University and the
permission 1o teach on the Masier’s level in cenain majors and additionof
new  majors and schools.

The president of the Republic
according to the constitution,
according 1o the regulatory law of higher education, published in 26/12/1991,
according to the decree no 16676 of 18 July 1964 (by laws of the commutiee of
higer education),
according to the proposal of the Minisier of Culture and Higher Education, and
Based on the recommandation of the meeting of the Commitiee of Higher Edu-
cation held on 23/7/1996
and after the approval of the council of Ministers in its meeting of 11/12/1996,
decrees the following:
Article It
Haigazian University College is authorized 1o teach on the Master's level and
1o award the Master’s Degree in the following majors:
1. Ans section;

Arabic Language and Literature

Armenian Language and Literature

English Language and Literature

Business Administration
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History
Chrstian Education
Education
Political Science
Psychology
Religion

2. Sciences section:
Biology
Chemistry
Mathematics
Physics
Computer Science

Article 1I: Haigazian University College is authorized 10 offer the following
new undergraduate majors:

1. Social Work

2, Medical Lab Technology

Anticle TIT: The above mentioned College is authorized to distribute its arcas
of specialization into the following four separate schools and to change the
name of the institution from Haigazian UniversityCollege into Haigazian
University:
1. The School of Humanities and Literature

a. Literature: Arabic Language, English Language, History:

b, Music and Fine Arts: Arts.

¢. Armenian Language and Civilization

d. Religious Studies: Religion, Christian Education
2. The School of Applied Sciences

a Biology

b. Chemistry

¢. Computer Science

d. Mathematics

e. Physics

f. Medical Lab Technology
3, The School of Social Sciences

a. Education

b. Political Science

¢, Psychology

d. Sociology

e. Social Work
4. 'The School of Business Administration

a. Public Administration
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b. Finance
¢. Accounting
d. Economics

Article IV: Students who have graduated from the above mentioned majorswill
receive equivalence

Article V: This decree is published in the Official gazette and informed where
needed and is applicable immediately after its publication.

Baabda, 28 December 1996

Declared by,

Signawre: Elias Herawi, the President of the Republic.
Signature Rafiq Al-Harir, Prime Minister

Signature Fawzi Hbeish,

Minister of Culture and Higher Education
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE
ARMENIAN PROTESTANT
CHURCHES IN
MUSA DAGH, 1840-1914

VAHRAM L. SHEMMASSIAN

Armenians inhabited Musa Dagh, a mountain situated some 20 kilo-
meters to the west of the biblical town of Antioch, from time immemorial. They
lived in six main villages: Bitias, Haji Habibli, Yoghun Oluk, Kheder Beg,
Vakef, and Kabusiye. Until the 1840s all Armenians of Musa Dagh adhered to
their distinct church, variably known as the Apostolic, Orthodox, Gregorian, or
National Church, But beginning with the mid-nineteenth century the uncon-
tested supremacy of this denomination was challenged first by Protestant and
then by Catholic inroads. The Following paper traces the evolution of
Protestant churches in Musa Dagh, excluding their role in educational matters.

The Armenian Protestant or Evangelical Church was the outgrowth of
two concomitant developments that fook place during the first half of the nine-
teenth century. On the one hand, there occurred within a small segment of
Armenians, especialty in Constantinople, a spiritual awakening which was at
once a protest against the lethargic state of the Apostolic Church. As the latter
reacted with anathemas and expulsions, in 1846 the reform group, encouraged
by the propitious arrival of American missionarics, proclaimed the creation of
the Armenian Protestant church. The Ottoman government recognized the new
denomination 4s a sepasate miller! four years later?

The other factor in the emergence and strengthening of the Protestant
community was the proselytizing efforts of missionaries dispatched o the
Levant by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
(Board). These activities, begun in 1810, initially aimed at the pagan peoples
of the Far East. Pressure exerted by the British government in India, however,
occasioned a shift of focus to Persia, thence to the Holy Land, and finally 10
other parts in the Ottoman Empire. As Christians, the indigenous Armenians
s00n began 10 be perceived as a most convenient vehicle to convert the non-
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Christians. But having witnessed ‘the spiritual and moral degeneration of the
Armenian Apostolic Church,” the missionaries saw a greal opportunity 1o prop-
agate Protestantism among the Armenians themselves, as a legitimate fi ield
Thus commenced a vigorous religious, educational, medical, and relief activi-
ty that span a century. The vast area of operations was divided into the Eastern,
Western, and Central Turkey Missions, with various stations and outstations.
The Protestant Church of Musa Dagh was attached first to the Antioch Station

and then 1o the Aintab Station within the Central Turkey Mission
The first contacts between the Protestant missionaries and Musa Dagh
ook place in the spring of 1840, when William M. Thomson and E. R. Beadle

visited John Barker at Bitias.3 Thomson wrote in his diary: “The present inhab-
itants are all Armenians, and appear (o be a peaceable and industrious class of
people. As they were altogether under papal influence, and are accommodated
with a watchful sentinel to defend the flock from English wolves, we found but
small opportunity to distribute even the word of God."™® The second part of
Thomson's statement reveals two things: first, he mistook the religious affilia-
tion of the Armenians who belonged not o the Catholic ("papal”™) faith bul 1o
the independent national church, and second, his first attlempt at proselytism
failed. Be that as it may, he stayed on in the region as an itinerant ¢vangelist
during the 1840s and worked among the Anmenians of Antioch, Kesab, and
Musa Dagh, urging them to read the New Testament.”

Toward the end of the same decade two Protestant "helpers” from
Cilicia, Mister M. and Mister N., witnessed a changing trend in Bitias, where
people congregated around them several hours "every night to hear the reading
of the Bible and spiritual conversation.” The helpers likewise met with the local
parish priest, gave him a Turkish Bible upon his request, and discussed "reli-
gious subjects.” Before leaving, they promised their audiences that another per-
son would visit them soon “to explain [the Scripture] this way to them more
fully.”®

The nascent Protestant community of Kesab played an indirect role in
grafting Musa Dagh with this brand of Christianity. As one missionary recount-
ed, in about 1853, “a young man from the village of Bitias, named Carabed
[Gayegjian?], was visiting at Kesab, when Mr. Schneider happened to be
spending a few days there, preaching to the small Protestant community gath-
ered at that time, Carabed atlended some of the services, and became very
much interested in the truth. He afterwards went to Aintab; and there...experi-
enced a change of heart. He returned 1o Bitias, and told his family and neigh-
bors what he had seen and heard, and they became interested in the gospel."™”
Another source referred 10 the connection between Kesab and Musa Dagh in
less specific terms, maintaining that the example of Protestants in the former
place “was followed by other Armenian villages on the other side of the valley
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of the Orontes, in Mount Pieria; first Betias, then Habablee-yay, and then
Yeghon-olok, and Kabousee-yay."10

The making of Antioch a missionary station served as further impetos
o the spread of Protestantism in the region. The choice of that cily was based
on two considerations: its healthy climate and accessibility to the Armenian

and Greek peasantry.!! Therefore, “now, as in primitive times, it ought to be a
missionary centre for Kessab, Bitias and other villages, not easily looked after
from Aintab, Aleppo and Homs."'2 And indeed, on February 4, 1856, the mis-
sionary H. B. Morgan and his wife arrived in Antioch 10 take charge of the new
Board station. !

Omce established, Morgan and others visited Bitias on different occa-
sions and came back with mixed impressions. For instance, in a letter dated
April 18, 1856, Morgan reported that “there are between thirty and forty
declared Protestants! As many as four or five give hopeful evidence of
piety....There is a good deal of inquiry among the Armenians; and there are
constant accessions to the Protestants....[These are] rude yet eamest men, who
seemed really to drink in the words of evangelical instruction.... They wanted
light, and evidently leaned to what was scripural and reasonable” 14 In Jess
than four months, however, Morgan painted a totally different picture with utier
disappointment: “I have hoped that, on examination, we should find enough
suitable persons to form a small church. But I am obliged o say that there is
not a person in the community who seems (0 give evidence of a change of heart,
Their ignorance about spiritual things is really astonishing.... They have not
emerged from the darkness of their old superstitions.” '3

Things must have changed within a ycar, for, on Sunday, August 30,
1857, the Protestant church of Bitias “was publicly recognized.”1® Morgan,
who officiated at the consecration with a colleague, described the cvent: “Our
chapel was full in every part. Many Armenians, from the village and villages
near, came to satisfy themselves on a point which has long heen a subject of
controversy among them, viz.whether the Protestants really celebrate the Lord's
Supper. In the afternoon several children were presented for baptism.
Before the decade was over, “there was a decided improvement” particularly
among the women adherents, whose number had increased from an initial few
to about forty.'®

During the 1860s, the Bitias congregation multiplied by about three-
folds, virtually the entire community atiended Sunday school, a more spacious
house of worship was constructed, and the local worker was ordained pastor.!?
Nevertheless, the steady progress witnessed during the previous thirty years
camé 1o a halt in the early 1870s because of family feuds. Difficulties of socioe-
conomic nature posed a serious problem for the missionaries, one of whom
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involved in the Bitias affairs explained:

The experience of that chh. [sic/] is perhaps not peculiar, and
therein we have another illustration of the difficulty of bringing
these chhs. [sic!] up 10 a high standard of holy living and bring-
ing them there. The defects of their early education; the frequent
failure of their crops and other sources of livelihood; the huddied
together state of their families when parents and it may be sever-
al sons with their wives and children all live together, the heavy
taxes of the government, these and other like circumstances pre-
sent great obstacles in the way of a Christian life, and till a new
generation comes upon the stage, and comes 100 under more
favorable auspices, we must expect trials in the training of these
churches.?0

As the prevalent tensions somewhat eased by 1876, the work in Bitias
became “very hopeful.” Missionary Corinna Shatwck “found real activity on
the part of the women and girls, and.,.the work among the young men was such
as | have not seen in many villages of our mission.”2! This rejuvenation led to
the erection of a new church in which every member of the congregation par-
ticipated irrespective of age, sex or social stas, 2% But the undentaking was
mixed blessing. It is trug that the house “is the best proportioned and will make
the most beautiful church edifice in our Mission field."2* névertheless, the high
construction cost exhausted the congregation's financial resources, making it
impossible 1o complete the roof, windows, and doors. 24 What was more, “over-
strained and their attention absorbed by such an enierprise, interest in purely
spiritual things has evidently declined."2% Despite the setback, however, the
community's potential was considered so great that, “with even moderate care
on the part of Protestantism, Armenianism will disappear from Bitias, at no dis-
tant day."26 But the over-optimistic prediction did not materialize. On the con-
trary, not only could the Protestants not bring their Apostolic brethren within
their fold, but actually the two denominations separated officially in 1881,
which “was accomplished with difficulty."??

During most of the 1880s and the first half of the 1890s the Bitias
church was beset by external and internal troubles. Extemally, two inauspi-
cious events not only threatened a permanent division within the congregation,
but also challenged seriously the Board's monopoly over it. A certain Harutiun
Filian caused the first tribulation. A native of Bitias studying at the Oberlin,
Union and Chicago theological seminaries, Filian was ordained minister and
dispaiched by an American Armeman society lo establish independent
Protestant churches in the Antioch district?® The American missionaries
already in the field were unsure as W how to treat him: “Shall he be allowed 10
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take possession of our churches, provided he can buy up the people? Shall I rec-
ognize his church or churches, as Evangelical and orderly? There are many
more questions [ could ask."2? Filian's perceived “evil” influence generated by
“promiscs and threats” answered these questions 30

Perhaps more senious in its short-range repercussions was a second
intrusion, in 1887, which was termed as Episcopal-Campbellite-Baptist doc-
trines. This movement --which “is strongly Anti-nonnianism crowned by bap-
tismal regeneration through immersion, and seems o be a legitimate outcome
of Calvinistic Baptist doctrine, distorted and strained through ferocious bigotry,
and narrowness of conception and perception that is simply inexplicable™--
began when four families from the Bitias church joined a separate Episcopal
congregation run by someone who was converted allegedly for money.3! The
Board missionaries believed, perceivably oul of wishful thinking rather than
conviction, that ¢ven at its initial stage this movement “seems (o have spent its
force™ and therefore had “become wholly a matter of history.”>2 But it took the
same missionaries more than seven years 1o proclaim finally, with a sigh of
relief, that “we need have no special anxiety.”™> By the winter of 1894 main-
stream Protestantism in Bitias had prevailed following “fiery discussions™ that
had led most church members 10 se¢ the “spiritual truth” better. 3%

All along these years of external meddling the internal picture was
similarly bleak. In 1886, “the spiritual condition...is unspeakably sad” owing Lo
the lack of a capable preacher.S To the regret of one missionary, what the
Apostolic Armenians “have seen of Protestantism for the past few years has not
affected them very favorably toward it. The Bitias church must set a beter
example before those around will be greatly affected.”® The situation did not
ameliorate through the late 1880s, as Bitias “is probably as low as any of our
[Central Turkey Mission] churches, if not the very lowest.”37 The reasons for
this bad rating were fierce disputes between the two leading families and the
arbitrary appointment or dismissal of pastors by an influential elder and his
sons 8

After the mid-1890s, the Protestant church of Bitias yo-yoed between
the satisfactory and the unsatisfactory. Status reports reveal that while “all is
going well” in 1898, 1899, and the first two-third of 1902,39 “there is more
than usual of trouble between those of Church, outside of church relations”
from September 1902 until March 1903.%0 But beginning that month things
looked “much better than last summer,"*! and the church “has taken a great
step forward."*2 During 1904-1905, on the other hand, “there is..among a
large section of the men A tendency to stay away from church and to ignore all
claims of religion, which is alarming. With the women of the congregation it is
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very different and they preponderate forming perhaps nearly three-fourth of the
people.43 And during 1905-1906, “while there have been encouraging fea-

tures in the work here, the year asa whole has been a disappointment.™#4
2

Evangelical work in Haji Habibli can be traced back to the year 1860,
when a native helper labored among a “considerably increased” number of
sympathizers.*> In 1872, they submitted 1o the general conference of the
Cilicia Armenian Evangelical Union, held at Kesab, September B-13, a petition
requesting an ordained pastor and *1o be formed into a church.™® The demands
were not met, for two years later the Haji Habibli people still msisted on'a
preacher other than that of Bitias, otherwise they would stop paying their share
of his salary 47

During the early 1880s, the number of Haji Habibli Protestants varied
between twenty-two and forty persons out of a 1otal of 1,280 inhabitants 48
Since Apostotic “young men are constantly asking for a [Protestant] preacher
while stll more openly avow their dissatisfaction with the Armenian
church,™® it was hoped that others would join the Protestant camp. Bul
because Haji Habibli was not far from Bitias, and because of the scarcity of
trained men and/or funds, it was questionable whether a pastor or a missionary
could be stationed in the former place to spur such an increase. Therefore, the
people of Haji Habibli were asked to unite with Bilias; they acceded only when
they were told that the Board was opening new missions in Japan, China, a.mi
Africa. and comtemplating to pull out of Turkey.3® Wrote a missionary: *
entirely believe the Spint intends that the Board shall guit these churches [ltkc
the one in Haji Habibli], as the sole remedy for arousing them to a sense of
duty.”3! But despite the waming, the idea of sharing a pastor with Bitias was
not adopted wholcheartedly, and a bewildered evangelist remarked that Haji
Habibli “has never been noted for any religious interests, strictly as such. 1
never knew what to do with the place, ner has the Mission,"52

Al the tum of the century, “there was quite a movement looking
toward coming over to the Protestants simply o escape the exactions of the
[Apostolic] Armenians,” and this change of camps “will do no harm certainly
for everyone understands that they make no religious profession whatever--that
it is only a case ofbemg registered in one place mther than anotber.”? In any
case, Haji Habibli was “a very hard place” where people indulged in “worldli-
ness,” and unless they reformed themselves, “it is not worth working” there. 34
When, in 1903, a native Protestant, then living in New Jersey, asked permis-
sion to raise fund in America for a parsonage in his village, a misstonary regret-

218



ted that “the golden opportunity for Hadji-Habebli seems o have passed and
hereafter we shall have uphill work™55 A very strong anti-Protestant feeling
rendered the obstacles even more unsurmountable with the approach of World
War 1.6

3.

Protestantism secured a foothold in Yoghun Oluk beginning with
1869, when a4 man from Bitias by the name of Movses Filian arrived to preach
the gospel. After a frustrating year, four people joined him and together they
succeeded in making approximately one third of the village “friends™ of the
Bible. The actual number of Protestant sympathizers, however, was about thir-
ty, who were in the process of forming a religious society. 37 An American mis-
sionary followed these developments with mixed feelings, because “what 1 saw
and learned [in Yoghun Oluk] would have given me very great satisfaction and
rejoicing, if my hopes in so many Protestants elsewhere bave not been disap-
pointed.”S8 Soon optimism replaced caution, however, as a larger number of
people openly professed their new beliefs. So that, by April 1872 “the way
seems fast preparing for the organization of a church™ thal would serve the peo-
ple of Kheder Beg as well, and a small graveyard was purchased through native
contributions,5® Within a year a house in the village center was transformed
into a chapel, and two additional buildings were secured for missionary
work %0 These preparations culminated in the establishment of the Protestant
¢hurch of Yoghun Oluk sometime between 1876 and 1877.91

From the outset the missionaries demanded that the chureh be self-suf-
ficient. Intimated an evangelist: “1 distinctly told them I preferred they should
remain [Apostolic] Armenian, than become such Profestants as they were in
Kesab, for a Christianity that would not pay its expenscs, when able to do, had
no salvation in it, and it might as well be called one wave as another.”62 In fact,
the missionaries were so adamant in this issue that any church member who
failed to pay an equitable share of his income could be expelled. Although the
poorest congregation in the Central Turkey Mission, in the early years the
Yoghun Oluk Protestants surprised the missionaries by their behavior in finan-
cial matters. For example, while the value of their aggregale property was a
meager 35,000 Ottoman piasters, they were still able 10 pay 3,000 piasters for
church, educational, and related needs 53 Reported an amazed missionary: “So
prompt are they, that at the annual scttiement they had overpaid all claims and
actually received back that excess, an instance of its kind that is curiously rare,
I imagine, even in America” and the entire Ottoman Empire.%4

Not only were the missionaries strict in money matiers with their
Armenian protegees, but also in the process of admitting new adherents. Each
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and every prospective member had 1o sign a prepared statement before wit-
nesses 1o the effect that should the signatory violate any rules set by the church
be or she could be expelled and the government would recognize such disci-
plinary action as legally binding. This “promise of obedience”™ stipulated: “1. ‘I
will attend worship every Sabbath." 2. ‘1 will in business and conversation obey
all Bible rules relating to the same.” 3. ‘T will submit (o 3 mos [sic!] probation
before reception.'d. '1 will pay according to my ability, as fixed by the com-
munity, all necessary taxes.'S. 'If the community, after full investigation con-
sider that 1 am deporting mysell in the above and other respects so as 10 dis-
grace Protestantism, 1 promise a ready acquiescence in my expulsion from the
Community." 65

After being “the most hopeful place in the Clentral] Tlurkey)
M[ission]” for a decade,® the Yoghun Oluk church gradually declined. One of
the principal causes of this ebbing was things related 10 preachers, such as dis-
putes over salary, misconduct, moral degeneration, and lack of aggressiveness.
During the early 1880s, for instance, religious retrogression was attributed to
the “folly™ of “an evil intentioned man™ whose departure brought calm to the
disturbed congregation.®” A worse scandal in 1887-1888 involving the preach-
er, the Bible woman, and the female school teacher not only outraged the com-
munity but also left it divided through the early 1890s.5% Fortunately, the
preacher was replaced by a capable pastor named Siepan Yarpuzlian (or
Asaturian) who brought “great hanmony” 1o his flock. As a result, after some
soul searching, the Yoghun Oluk church cleansed itself by suspending fourteen
members for periods ranging from thirteen 1o ¢ighteen months and expelling
outright four others. At this crtical junction of revitalization, Yarpuzlian, like
his predecessor, was caught in licentious conduct which did “great harm™ (o the
church. It is true that his strained relations with his wife, sex affair with the
school teacher, and erratic behavior were ultimately ascribed to a developing
brain disease, nevertheless, the damage was done, “and the church could not be
in a worse condition than it is now,"%?

Another reason for stagnation hence weakening was the church build-
ing itself. Even before Yarpuzlian's ministry the congregation had outgrown the
original, dilapidated chapel, and therefore a new prayer house was imperative.
Bul two obstacles hindered its construction. First, the poor natives could not
raise the necessary funds. Besides, American subsidy was not forthcoming;
despite repeated requests for money by the missionaries, and for some reason
the Board deferred “practical action.” Second, it was a real hassle (o go through
Otwoman bureaucracy and obtain a building license. As a missionary summed
up, “the inevitable in everything penaining o Yoghonolook is the church
building. The quandary now is its probable collapse, sometime in the future,
and the present temper of the government: if the building is demolished, it can’
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not be rebuilt without a firman, and if anything fawal should occur the govern-
ment could complicate matters very much for us."70

The church building and the behavior of ministers were not the only
factors in the church’s downhill. Afier 1896 the Protestant congregation of
Yoghun Oluk was “very much demoralized” as a result of the Henchakian rev-
olutionary episode.”! What is noteworthy here, however, is the fact that the
consequences of that troubled period were manifested in various forms, partic-
ularly among the males, According 0 a missionary, “this congregation is one
that gives us more than average trouble. There are a number in the church, who
glory in being free lances and their activity seems to be expanded almost with-
oul fan when there is an opportunity to do harm, and seems to move with dif-
ficulty when there is an opportunity to really help. 1 am urged by some¢ mem-
bers of the church to take the rod and use it unsparingly, but my observation
goes to show that such courses result in harm more than good."72 Furthermore,
whereas two decades earlier the church had manifesied great enthusiasm in
meeting its financial obligations, now it “has rather of an unusual trouble in
getting its subscription for church expenses. A large percent refuse to give any-
thing. A large additional number give very little and contributions of the entire
church come practically from a few who are very faithful."” There was no
question in the missionanies’ mind that “the problem of Yoghonolook is the
young men,” whose conduct was influenced by the revolution and alcohol. 74
And thanks to the lack of necessary funds to introduce changes, the churches
of Behesne, Antioch, and Yoghun Oluk “make us most sorry™ among those in
the Central Turkey Mission.”5

The women kept the Yoghun Oluk Protestant church alive. According
(o the 1906-1907 Aintab Station report, “there are several good women here [in
Yoghun Oluk] who are real workers, though there is no on¢ who is paid.
Women's meetings are held twice a week and the church is sometimes full.
Fifty to eighty Gregorian women come and are ready to listen.”7® Within two
years “‘a real spiritual awakening...spread to the whole village,” one attributed
to the labors of a new, energetic pastor.”’ During his eight month tenure in
1908, “not only Yoghoon Olook church and Musa Dagh Protestants, but all the
region with 6,000 inhabitants, Gregorian and Catholics, wo, were led into light.
Drunkards, gamblers, rascals, all sorts of people were moved. There was wide-
spread awakening."78 But this turnabout was short-lived, for by 1910-1911 “a
little band of earnest Christian women are doing much to keep up the spiritual

tone of the village. They are in fact the leaven as the men are a rbulent set."7?
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Evangelical proselytism in Kheder Beg commenced and ended during
the 1880s, although a small Protestant community continued 10 exist under the
acgis of Yoghun Oluk. Despite “a most striking cagemess...manifested [in
1881 and 1882] for Protestant instruction [in Kheder Beg] religious and other-
wise."80 the Board “uniformly declined” to “open sickly centers of work here-
after, that we are sure never 1o become selfsupporting....” Instead, the Board
advised unpromising communities to join hands with stronger neighboring
churches. Should that fail, “the Board would, at least, be clear of the reproach
of feeble communities to die out.”®!

Kheder Beg did not have many Protestant adherents, although at var-
ious times the entire village seemed ready to listen, During 1885-1887, for
example, the Yoghun Oluk pastor visited Kheder Beg on Sundays and several
weekdays to preach. Significany, the village headman and the priest’s son
were among “his most constant pupils.” What was more, on New Year's Day,
1887, an attendance of over a thousand people from the three contiguous vil-
lages of Kheder Beg, Vakef, and (Vire) Ezzeir congregated to hear the
gospel. 82 These manifestations indicated that, had the missionarics not pursued
a “policy of curtailment,” Kheder Beg might become a Strong Protestant cen-
ter 33 As things stood in 1889, however, “Hudr Bey is a sad case of a golden
opportunity neglected until nearly lost."84

5

Kabusiye proved the least receptive to Protestant instruction. During
the 1860s, while “several individuals scem to have cordiatly espoused the cause
of truth,” no tangible success was achieved in winning over larger numbers.*3
The reason for this failure was fierce opposition on the part of Apostolic
Armenians, who repeatedly annoyed and clashed with the new converts. 30
When. in 1863, “nearly all the so-called Protestants™ lefl their church follow-
ing a slander leveled at their minister, the missionaries had no choice but o
leave them for a time, hoping that there may be a better state of things ere
mgi“ﬂ?

Whether because of this strategy, adopted out of desperation, or Some
other cause, things looked more promising during the following decade. In
1871, the village headman invited the visiting missionary to his house, where a
large audience “listened 10 the various exercises of the evening with the most
fixed attention." The missionary found additional gestures of good will by the
headman “particularly gratifying in a village where the [Apostolic] Armeniars
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have hitherto manifested no friendly spirit towards the Protestants.”58
Encouraged by what he thought was a changing mood, the missionary returned
to Kabusiye several times during the following year, examined a few persons,
and concluded that he could soon form a church with “the hopeful cases."89
His optimism lingered on to 1876: “There are but a few Protestants, but they
and with them many [Apostolic] Armenians seem 1o be hungering and thirsting
for the truth more than any little group | have ever seen.”0 This promising out-
look notwithstanding, no Protestant church was ever organized in Kabusiye; all
there had remained there by 1907 were two Protestant families 91

6.

The attitude of the Armenian Apostolic community vis-a-vis the
Protestants changed from initial anger 1o resignation. In the early years, the
Apostolic clergy and laity alike, instead of reforming their ailing institutions
and thus curbing the alien religions inroads, manifested their despondency
through occasional violence against their Protestant and Catholic compatriots.
This reaction ook the form of threats to life, beatings, stone throwing, and des-
ecration of tombs. In Kabusiye, for instance, "he Protestants and the
[Apostolic] Armenians have repeatedly come into collision,”2 and “the enc-
mies of the truth have annoyed the Protestants in various ways,”? Similarly,
the Yoghun Oluk Protestant “brethren have encountered a good deal of oppo-
sition and persecution. Night after night stones were thrown upon the roof of
the house occupied by the preacher, breaking the tiles and endangering the
safety of the inmates. The storm which had been gathered for some time final-
ly burst upon the brethren on Sabbath, the 12th {of February, 1871], when a
mob, under great excitement, rushed into the place occupied as a chapel by our
brethren, while they were engaged in prayer, beat them and drove them from
the place. The preacher was so severely beaten that he has been nearly confined
1o bed ever since."** Four years later, a vardaper 95 from Malatia “collected a
mob, which he first sent 1o demolish the grave-stones of the Protestant grave-
yard [in Bitias]...; and afterwards 10 assault the house and family of the preach-
er.”%6 Intolerance and hatred ran even deeper in Haji Habibli, where, during the
ecarly 1900s, that is, more than sixty years, afier the Protestant missionaries had
set foot in Musa Dagh, “there...has been considerable petty persecution suf-
fered at the hands of the Gregorians and this may very easily come o be very
serious."97

; The victims obtained redress very painstakingly. The trial following
the Yoghun Oluk incident, for example, “went on [in Antioch] for several days
in 4 farcical manner, the culprits bribing the court with oranges and rum, and
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denying all knowledge of the affair. And so, for what that appears, the thing
might have gone for as many days more, of till oranges and rum were all
exhausted, had not the governor come into court, taken the thing into his own
hands, condemned and fined the culprits, and taken a guarantee for the future
peace of the village."® Serving justice to the Bitias casc proved another frus-
trating experience. It elaborated the missionary involved in the trial proceed-
ings: “1 was obliged o leave all my work al Aintab last March [1875], and
made through the most terrible mud and rain 10 Antioch near Bitias, via Aleppo
twice, to prosecute the [Apostolic] Armenians at Bitias. After 20 days of tribu-
lation the Armenians were beaten, [illegible], and put in prison, only to be et
out in 36 hirs, and my 250 miles of mud and waler with a month of time, result-
ed in little or nothing.”™*?

The persecutions subsided in time, as the Apostolic Armenians,
unable to put up an effective fight against the accomplished fact, learmed 1o live
alongside the other denominations, al the same time benefiting from their reli-
gious, educational, and health facilitics. Thus, in 1876, the people of Kabusiye,
reversing field, invited the Protestant pastor from Bitias 10 preach in their
church, Although the local priest “was not thoroughly cordial, his congrega-
tion, as a body, were so eager for service in an open tongue he could only give
place to this preacher who twice...preached 10 the congregation and was asked
to go there the third time...."1%0 In Yoghun Oluk, 100, a missionary "was prac-
tically gratified [in 1872] to find that the storm of persecution which
burst..with such violence one year ago...has passed away, that in general kind-
ly intercourse prevails between the Protestants and the Armenians of the old
Chh. [sic’], and that very considerable numbers of the lauer acknowledge the
truth of Protestantism 10! Four decades later, the priest Ter Galustian paid “a
touching homage” on behalf of his Yoghun Oluk congregation to Ignace of
Lyon, onie of the resident Latin padres at Kheder Beg, for his indefatigable
efforts at tending the sick in his dispensary without distinction to creed.!92 And
in Bitias in 1913, not only did the Protestants allow the Apostolics to use their
chapel, but also contributed (o the construction of a new Apostolic church, 103

The size of the Protestant community of Musa Dagh varied according
to time and definition. Detailed statistics pertaining to the 1890s and 1900s cat-
egorize the denomination into members or communicants, adherents, and con-
gregation or church attendants. Communicant membership varied between a
low of 146 in 1893 and a high of 200 in 1903, averaging 173 persons.
Membership in Bitias (including Haji Habibli) was slightly higher than in
Yoghun Oluk (including Kheder Beg and Kabusiye). Overall, males exceeded
females by a ratio of about two to one, although at times females constituted a
majority. Adherents to Protestantism, averaging 577 persons between a low of
310 in 1890 and a high of 660 in 1906, preponderated over church membership
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by a margin of more than three 1o one and formed about 8-10 percent of the
entire population of Musa Dagh. Finally, the congregation attending church on
any given Sunday averaged 401, slightly wrailed by 382 Sabbath School
goers. 04 These figures shrank during the years of World War | due 1o the
deportation and subsequent decimation of several Protestant families from
Bitias and the emigration of other houscholds from the refugee camp at Port
Said to the United States. As a result, when the survivors repatriated to Musa
Dagh in 1919, the Protestant community functioned in 2 weaker state.
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UNkrUU LePUL LUS fnAanLtylL
BUb1EshuEr NG ANLNYEN3ER
1840-1914

UUaAenrn
JULrUU L. CEUULUBUY

Umiuw ftipw dpwy hwgbpp Yp phwithl hpdGwlwi §bg ghntpne Mhphwup, Lw-
6h dwughwhh, Ginma Opmgh, kepinpp Mtyh, Lwgpdh & Lewnupth 6t mp unbinw-
pubwlwi zwpdnndi vhuw: Shw)l 1840whw pmwlwiibpma, npytu hbnbuulp Guhu
Mnjunj k9 uljuwd hngtionp wpplnipbiwb, np dbiny dp Yp hwlwnpuitp Uwgp Bylintghh
(Gwgnuihf, b www Wbphlbws Mnpn CoYbpwlgmpbwl wpbibhp nplwd Shuhnfwp-
Gtipm éhqtipniG: Uqplwliut optpmG UGnphngh Oty waljunpbws Ynynnng poj fug-
Gwlbpuynipblt dph tp, np jhnwquighl wihlpe o hopdtp wpbwn Gk Guf The-
hwuh bt Qwéh Qwwghwihh oty 1860wlywl pruwljpuGGpmd, mpyt pwpdnidp upnh unw-
pwdmtp banml Omq (1869), opnpp Mty e Qwgpd (1880wwGibpmb) b Ruymupt
pihYy dp wikgh nip” 1871hG: WunhwGnbpd” nhiphG jhquae huwnwannndp Gibinwpubw-
Gulnpbw, np wigpbgut punulwl YuphdwpauiGp: W by wundwnp, np mbinnu)
Upwy hwinwonued ShuhnGwplbp Stk wibh whqudGhp uapymuwd prughi ko §n-
stnt wingh fuwbnunjwnmphiGp hpblg uyqplwlws winbwghpbipnb, apnlp 2w wy
wnwpnibigw( UjGpwugh Ytnpnbwyws @mpphn) wewpbimphilp’ wiyt dojuwbgnbim
hwiwp YhngpnG' Mnupni:

dnuwp ulunuud b gdnuwp wy wpiwnwnpnonn wiu 2wpdndl pun nmbiugGh-
ot 1906k Yp hwpmtp Sow 675, wyuhGpl Untww Lhipwl hwy plulpnipbwt gptipt 8-10
wnljnug, huy Up. Shpph 2wpwpoptinn) ubpumnnniptiuG Yp htantiath@ 382 ta Uppuwylo-
phiwy FwpnghG 401 hwitip by hugnihpGbip: «Wu phitipp vailw)6.- | bgmuiuglt hligh-
Gwyp,~ Yoymbgul Lwiwpuwphwyhl Unwghl Munbpwqih wwphGlipnil qunpulu-
Gimphiawl wwnGwnny b winp jwenprnn Mhppwuh Yung dp paqnpuiljwl pluwlhplt-
el mwuwGnpnauing, & dnpp Uwyhn huunwnnued gunpuiljul wy) phouihp (lipn
Uhwghw Luhwigip qunpnd: Un wyn bpp 1919h6 JhpwwypnnGip fbpungupdwi Uni-
uw (tin’ panapuiljw hwiiw)Gpp gopoh wligwt wljupwgud dhawlny»:
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WOMAN TO WOMAN:
THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY
WIFE AND
THE ARMENIAN WOMAN

DR. INGRID LEYER SEMAAN

Medieval Georgian chronicles report about the apostle Nino, who,
early in the fourth century, left Jerusalem on a missionary journey with the goal
to convert the heathen Georgians, and, for good measure, probably a few odd
heathen Armenians on the way. She established her first missionary station in
Constantinople; however, after a few years of residence there she, along with
fifty-two women followers, had to flee persecution and found refuge for a
while in Armenia. There, too, she was persecuted, and at Etchmiadzin all her
companions were slain. Again she fied; this time into the icy winter world of
the Caucasus Mountains. Lonely, weary, and in great despair--her only comfort
a stone she used as pillow--she fell asieep one night and had a dream. In it, &
man appeared o her and charged her to deliver a book (o the king of Mzcheta,
a town far 10 the north in the high mountains. This command plunged her into
yet greater despair. Then the man opened the book, and in the passages from
the Bible he pointed out 1o ber, Nino found courage and purpose. She was
charged to go and preach the word of God. In the moming, she continued her
journey. After further great hardships, she reached her destunation revealed 1o
her in her vision. She settled down, taught. healed, prayed, preached, and con-
verted the royal household and many of the heathen Georgians 10 Chrstianity.

Nino had been prepared for her mission in Jerusalem by the most
famous theologian of that time, an Armenian lady, the Niopara Sara from
Dwin. We read that "the sainted Nino served for two years under her and was
taught by her...for in Jerusalem there never had been and still was not anyone
who knew as much as she did about religion both old and new; she had no equal
in learning.” When Nino set out on her journey, her teacher blessed her and
gave her courage and strength for the joumney: "1 see, my child, that your
strength is that of the lioness whose voice silences all four-legged creatures; is
that of the consort of the eagle, that soars higher than her male companion. And
though the apple of her eye is as small as a pearl, with it she carcfully exam-
ines and encompasses the whole globe. When she espies her prey, she unfolds
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ner wings and swoops down on it."!

As the centuries passed, many of the other heathen peoples of the
region were converted: at the same time Christian tradition was to subdue such
bold feminine witness of the faith as Nino's. Yet other missionaries came, this
me men, They saw, preached, and, at times, also converted. The Jesuits and
other Catholics left their mark; the Church of England sent her emissaries, and
we remember Henry Martyn, that greal linguist and missionary 10 the Persians
who lies buried in Tokat, or that delightfully eccentric missionary to the Jews,
Joseph Wolff. And the German Lutherans were not behind in their missionary
seal either, The missionary fervor was also stirring in the young American
republic; in the words of Giragos H. Chopourian, "with the Second Awakening,
which commenced about 1800, the missionary spirit rose high and by 1810 one
of the grealer missionary SoCietics was founded,” the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions. These very serious young American men
of the cloth who made up or supported this society were motivaled by the con-
cept of “disinleresied benevolence” and by the "urgency of establishing the
Kingdom of God intensified by the Millennial concepl.” They were convinced
of the debt they owed to pagan mankind, especially 1o those peoples of west-
ern Asia that had been "the scene of those great transactions and events, which
involved the destinies of mankind of all ages and all nations,” to prepare them
for the Second Coming which was at hand. Their basic concern was directed
towards the Jews, but their hearts also went out to the whole motley population
of the region that included Muslims and Christians as well, people who were
living in darkest ignorance and deepest degradation, they thought.*

To put these insights and convictions into action, the tenth Annual
Meeting of the Board crealed a Western Asia Mission. Two young Andover
Seminary graduates, Levi Parsons and Pliny Fisk, were assigned to investigate
this missionary field and set up a station in Jerusalem. Thus a new missionary
endeavor was born. Soon, however, these two young men were to find out that
it was easier 10 share their good news with the nominal Christians of the Holy
Land and the neighboring regions than to do something towards imparting the
heavenly treasure to both Jews and Muslims and in this way effect indirect con-
versions. The direct approach was almost impossible; the Jews were hardened
in their religious error, and Muslim law punished apostasy with death.

Other young missionary pioneers were sent 1o the field, pastors like
William Goodell, Isaac Bird, William Dwight, and Eli Smith, Before they
could commence their true work among the "heathen”, they had 1o purify the
lives and the faith of the already existing Christians. To do so was an almost
herculean task, but it had 1 be done. The ways of these nominal Christians
would truly tum any pagan away from the Truth, the missionari¢s were con-
vinced of that. First and foremost, the missionaries felt, they had (o create a
desirable example that could be emulated later by the Jews and Muglims when

23



it was their rn to be converted. This good model the "native” Christians of the
region did not provide, in the eyes of the ardent young clergymen these fol-
lowers of the ancient eastern churches were an embarrassment. They had o be
roused from their slumber that they might "shine as lights in those darkened
regions,” $o that they might as beacon lead their erring Jewish and Muslim
neighbors 1o the Truth. To reform the faith and lives of the already existing
Christians was then the mosi urgent immediate task of the missionaries. They
agreed that the most fruitful field in their undertaking would be among the
Armenians, especially those belonging to the Armenian Apostolic Church, a
church, they generally felt, that was totally corrupt and debased, founded on
superstition and idolatry. So it was decided that among these misguided
Christians they should begin their labors. The story of these very serious and
dedicated Congregationalists and Presbylerians has been very ably told on sev-
eral occasions.

These young missionaries were the sons of the Protestant tradition that
is rooted in the family and the manse, the house of the pastor, and therefore
when they embarked on the Lord’s work they did not travel alone. They 00k
their wives and their "houses” along. To a great extent the success or failure of
the work of the men depended on their helpmates, For spiritual and intellectu-
al companionship and for moral support, the missionary could tum to his wife.
Tt was she who created the spirit and hospitality of the missionary home, the
house that provided the base for their joint work and that was always open (o
everyone who cared 1o visit them. And many of the missionary wives rose (0
the occasion and proved themselves to be worthy daughters of the greal apos-
tle Nino and the Niopara Sara of Dwin.

But let us for a while return to the menfolk of these intrepid mission-
ary ladies. Was it religious conviction, some vague romantic longing for the
Orient and adventure that was in the air, some nationalistic conviction about the
great destiny of their nation, or a bit of all of the above? Be that as it may; the
American missionary and his wife were convinced of their altruistic and lofty
goal. Again and again we are told that they never forgot about their ultimate
task of the conversion of the gentiles, and that their work among the Armenians
was merely the first step in this direction, Their aim was "not to break down the
Armenian church, but, if possible, by reviving the knowledge and spinit of the
Gospel, to reform it... Their main business as foreigners was 1o set forth the
fundamental doctrine and duties of the Gospel, denved dircctly from the Holy
Scriptures."® Their goal was therefore to reform the greal masses of the
Armenians who were living in spiritual darkness, to "see these truly enlight-
enéd...1o see their characlers transformed by the power of the divine spirit.”
They had no desire that these Armenians should become “anything else but true
Christians."

In their hearts the missionaries were convinced that the members of
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the Anmenian Apostolic Church "almost universally admit that the church is in
great ervor, and must be reformed....they admit that the truth is with us,” we
read in the July issue for 1857 (vol. 53, p. 209) of their mouthpiece, The
Missionary Herald. 1t was the duty of the missionaries to oblige the Armenian
man on the street and translate this insight into action.

The initial intention of the missionanes to reform may have beégn
benevolent; yet their concerns were not always tactfully expressed and their
methods could be very insulting. This led o much friction, even bloodshed and
death. An account of the negative reaction that both the Ortbodox clergy and
laity directed towards the missionaries, their wives and helpers, and those of the
Armenians who had lent a willing ear 1o the Protestants would fill volumes,

Keeping up with the missionary men ok a heavy toll on the [adies
and their children. For them encounters with the hostile population proved to
be the lesser evil; the exhaustion of traveling over more than hostile terrain, the
inclement weather, the filth, bugs, germs, and vicissitudes mel on the road often
twmed out to be fatal, Many a missionary lady and her children found their final
resting place in some obscure comer in Anatolia. "It is a dangerous business,
travel, even with God as your guide,” Janet Robinson reflects in her discussion
of the lives of British missionary ladies ® Those who survived persevered and
stood behind their men; they knew they were an example to their "native” sis-
ters and an invaluable support to their own husbands who were engaged in the
great task of doing the Lord's work.

And what were these newly found “native” sisters in the Lord like? In
many cases, the impressions upon first meeting them left the missionarics and
their wives with rather unfavorable feelings. Armenian women, it seems, often
enthusiastically joined the cursing and stone-throwing mobs that greeted the
missionaries: when they arrived in a new village or town. The Rev. Wheeler
recalls such an incident when he and his parly reached after an extremely
exhausting journey the town of Choonkoosh. An excited crowd of men,
women, and children had gathered before the door of the inn that had been
assigned (o the travelers by the local Turkish authorities. Now this Armenian
mob "forbade our entering, even using violence to get possession of the key
that had been given us,” None of this cursing group would guide the mission-
aries back 1o the friendly Turk, and it was raining cats and dogs. "But just then
the vld virago, the mistress of the house...s0 far relented, said that we might
occupy an open room in another part of the house, but with the added condition
that we should leave in the moming... The early momning found our hostess,
true to her promise, bidding us begone from her house,” and they gladly
obeyed.” That fabled Oriental hospitality they had beard about so much back
home did not always seem to exist among Armenians.

~ There were also the "viragos™ of Ovajeck that gave the Rev. Parsons
and his deacons such a hard time. The wwn had gained quite a notoriety
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account of "its females, who without an exception, it is said, are given 1o blas-
phemy and drunkenness. Their infants, male and female, are fed with wine at
the same time that they are drawing milk from their mothers' breasts, and their
first words are vile and blasphemous” 8 Upon contemplating such gross mis-
conduct on the part of their fellow Christians, the sensitive missionary blushed,
thinking what an impression this loose bebavior would make upon the Muslims
they had come to convert.

.A wide missionary field opencd up before the ministers. These
“females” had to be taught decency and manners. They had 1o be taught about
the sanctity of the family and the value of human life. Once the Rev., Hubban
of Sivas had to officiate at the funeral of a misfortunate child. “A Protesiant
mother of eight girls had had a special spiie against the eighth because she was
not a boy, and said plainly she did not want the girl, hoped it would die. It had
no disease, but I really believe she starved and froze it 1o death... No one of the
little one's friends was present. The bundle was laid carelessly in the g,n'r;multui."';‘L
This mother had already found the light! What could one expect from the unen-
lightened ones? What indeed, when women generally “were despised over-
worked, led lives of dreary, slavish subjection. The almost incredible ignorance
of mothers, the absence of any medical belp whatsoever, were the cavses of a
seventy-five per cent infant mortality.”'? Of these sad truths, the readers of the
missionary reports were assured again and again. For the missionaries, such
generalizations often represented the whole truth.

The missionaries decided that the families of such hard-hearted moth-
ers had to be visited in their homes, the domain of the woman. On the way 0
the villages, the world was pastoral and patriarchal as they knew it form the
Bible. Like Rebecca of old, the women would go to "a common spring, from
which” they "are seen with earnthenware jugs on their shoulders.” These
women, observes the Rev. S. G. Wilson, who had been for fifleen years mis-
sionary in Persia, were “hardy and muscular, with the rosy flush of health."11
Another missionary had liitle time (o appreciale attractive Anmenian womeil,
but he had seen on his trip through Asia Minor "a number of them.” He thought
that they were very intelligent, had large, dark, luminous eyes, with long eye-
lashes, and their complexion is that of rich cream. Many of them have rosy
cheeks and luscious red lips. They are tall and straight,” unfortunately, be con-
tinues, they become "soon fat after marriage.” 2 The missionaries usually did
not wax this enthusiastic about the appearance of Armenian ladies—or they sim-
ply did not share their thoughts this freely. This was not the case when they
came 1o describe the houses, especially the village houses, in which these
daughters of Armenia resided. It was as if the Americans had stepped into the
domestic world of the Stone Age. The description of the “house of Mala” in the
village of Cheviermeh near Erzroom is typical: "In going thither I literally



walked over the village, since-all the houses are half under ground, and appear

from the outside like a succession of conical potato holes,
Malo's house was no better than a Circular heap, a little more elevated
than those immediately around it. Passing on several rods, we came 10
the entrance; and, stooping low, we passed through the door, woven of
large willows, into a long, low, dark, narrow hall, on either side of
which were spacious stables. At length we reached the habitation of the
human part of the establishment. It was a large circular aparunent, per-
haps forty feet in diameter, the walls of which were built of stone....sur-
mounted by a kind of dome, built of logs....Al the summit of this rude
dome were two imegular holes; answering the double purpose of win-
dows and chimneys.!?

This was the domain of the average woman.

Getting 1o such a house was often hazardous and the reception the
missionaries received by the women of the house quite rude. Mrs. Crosby
Wheeler, her husband was for forty years missionary at Harpoot, recalls such
an incident. She and her hushand had come to visit the home of a woman who
“was seated on her doorstep and would not permit us to enter, In a loud, angry
voice she said, ‘T want none of your teachings..if you want {0 instruct people,
g0 10 the Turks, they need instruction!” 1

Even if they gained entry into the house, the way in which the hostess
received her guest was on many occasions less than friendly. For example,
when the Rev. Clark visited the house of Baron Nicolas, one of his helpers, in
Egin, "we found his mother and sister, both who had bitterly opposed him and
disowned him. His mother received us into the house, though the receplion was
not very cordial. Soon after our arrival, the sister was persuaded by some of the
Armenians to leave, and go 1o the house of a relative during our stay, for fear
of Protestant contamination.”!3

Other mothers reacted negatively to the missionaries, but when they
saw how their children benefited from the teaching of these Protestants, they
relented. Miss C. E. Ely recalls such an instance of "hatred tumed to love.”
when she visited the mother of two of her students at Moosh. !0 Yet there were
many women who opened their houses and hearts wide (0 the new teaching:
“We were treated with the greatest kindness and hospitality, Our host's mother
sat at our feet, and manifested much feeling as the way of salvation was point-
ed out, and the importance of loving God dwelt upon....she heartily thanked us
for having spent the night at her house, and gave us cordial inyitation to visit
them on our retum,” the Peabodys of Erzingan write,!

The missionary men basically saw the women in church, though in
many villages and towns the women were at first not encouraged by their men-
folk 10 go there, When they did come, it became customary --in contrast (o the



Orthodox churches where "the women usually occupy a gallery, where they are
wholly concealed from the men”--for them to be merely "separated from the
other sex by a low railing.”18 The Rev. 1. Y. Leonard invites us to sit with him
in his chapel in Vezir-Kupreu as he introduces his congregation: "Among the
women seated on the floor, in the rear of the audience room, you may ohserve
a young lady, perhaps twenty-five years of age. A wreath of thin gold coins
adoms her white brow, and a neat shawl...is thrown gracefully over her head
and shoulders, A closer view would show you how these features have been
plonghed with grief; for the iron has entered into her soul.” Her father had been
persecuted and her brother brutally murdered.!” In the Annual Report of 1858,
we read about “an aged female”, a "great sufferer....She comes with difficulty,
dragging hersell along; but her face is radiant with happiness; and she sits and
drinks in God's precious truth, like floods of unmingled truth."*20

On the female side of the railing not all was sorrow and pathos. The
female pillar of the community was sitting there as well: "The mother, the rul-
ing spirit of the house, now seems remarkable for her good sense and judgment
as also for her humanity and deep interest in religious truth. We have often
noticed her in her seat in the chapel, gently swinging her head to and fro while
her eyes poured forth floods of tears at the rehearsal of the love of Jesus for fall-
en and lost sinners."2! Over there was sitting the hope of the community, "an
interesting and intelligent girl...about sixteen years of age.” She had "already
proved herself a valuable acquisiion. Through her influence...four other
women have lately joined us.” This we read in the Annual Report for 1857
(Missionary Herald, 53, July 1957, p. 209).

When they contemplated some of the individual women in their con-
gregations, the missionaries felt that they had been successful in doing the
Lord's work. But when they reflected about the lot of the Armenian woman as
such--and here the gentlemen from the West conveniently forgot that the ot of
their own Western Christian womenfolk was far from being a bed of roses--
their optimism was a bit shaken. At Jeast in the West a gentleman respected the
women of his household. Respect? In the street an Armenian woman always
walked far behind her husband to show respect for him, When the American
missionaries opened the door for their wives, the Armenian men around them
were shocked: "What, a woman enter a door before a man! That was the priv-
ilege reserved for angels,” and they concluded that perhaps “all the missionar-
ies' wives were angels"22--they themselves certainly were less forunate!

The poor daughters of these patriarchal families! They were just chat-
tel to be used for the benefit of the patriarchal house which they belonged;
the missionaries were very much aware about this sad truth, Fred Bumaby one
day was enlightened by a typical calculating father about the asset girls repre-
sented to their families: "Our daughters are our maid-servants, when they marry
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we lose their services, It is quite right that the husband should compensate us
for our loss.... It is also quite proper that you should give a husband something
when he saddles himself with a useless encumbrance,”2® namely a wife.

Whether a girl received a dowry or not "depends chiefly upon her
marketable value." If she was acceptable to a man and his mother, her new
"owner” wonld gladly "pay a handsome price for her.” If she was not and there-
fore "difficult 1o dispose of,” the father "would be willing” to give the young
man something for taking "her off his hands.” The fear of this expense, even in
the enlightened nineteenth century, "often Jeads parents to murder their female
infants,” Moses Payson Parmelee, missionary physician "among the
Armenians”, deplores.? We do not hear this assertion often; nevertheless the
misgionaries knew quite well that little Armenian girls did not really count as
children; manly Armenians fathered only sons. It should then not have been
surprising that good religious Armenian parents even sold "their daughters into
concubinage."®> All this was simply shocking!

"Among the Armenians,” writes Parmelee, it is common for parents (o
betroth their children to cach other while they are still very young, and il is no
strange thing for & young man of sixteen to take for wife a girl of ten or eleven
vears of age."?® [t was the generally accepted custom among Armenians, as Eli
Smith, the main American missionary 10 the Armenians, was o point out, thal
"girls are ofien espoused as carly as three or four years of age.... The earliest
period at which marriage is allowed by the rules of the church to be consum-
mated, 18 ten for girls and fourieen for boys.” There was no way out of these
marriages since the church did not allow divorces. The young people had 1o
adjust themselves to their condition--and everyone pretended that there were
only happy marriages.2”

There were so many strange customs connected with Armenian wed-
dings. Why, for instance, should the bride sit in front of the wedding guests
with a sad countenance and cry her heart out?2® Why should in different parts
of Syria and Mmmi_a brides have to pass through a “screaming process”? The
missionary William Goodell observes that "for three days before she is married,
she screams.... 1t is not the scream of anguish, nor is it the scream of joy; but it
is the well known scream of marriage intended!"2”

To be a young wife was truly a demeaning position. Should the young
wife want (o speak to her mother-in-law, "she must go modestly and timidly,
and whisper in her ear like the most obsequious servant. Should her husband
come into the room...she immediately rises, turns her face to the wall, and
stands there till he goes out.” The missionaries Goodell and Smith, with patri-
archal inclinations themselves, very strongly objected 1o such customs, These
Ppoor creatures were not pagans living in Muslim harems; they were the women
of the oldest Christian nation."0 Christianity! What hast thou done for
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women!" Goodell exclaimed in genuine dismay.*?

No Turkish wife had 1o wait till it pleased ber Father-in-law that she
could remove the red veil she had been ordered 1o wear as badge of her sub-
jection in the household--this was one of the lesser insults. *An Anmenian lady
is in no way educated. She is confined 1o a Harem. She is the slave of her hus-
band, and has to do all sorts of menial work for him--wash his feet, rub them
dry, and wait at table. From her earliest childhood a girl is brought up 10 con-
sider herself as a slave in her father's house."?? Upon marmiage, and every
respectable girl should be married otherwise she would bring great shame on
her family, she simply exchanged father for husband, exchanged one tyrant for
another, and did not improve her position atall. Eli Smith sums up her plight
"The relation which the wife sustains to the husband, is that of a servant, rather
than of a companion. To give counsel and express opinions, though she some-
times does it pretty loudly, is not considered her deparunent. She is managed
more by commands than by advice, and not infrequently is the rod called in 10
2id."23 No wonder those Armenian brides-10-be indulged in "screams of mar-
riage intended” and all the others looked so sad!

The wife could eventually rule over her family if she was left a widow
and had sons and a house. Then she was revered as a matriarch; finally she had
a chance to make up for all the humiliation of her test period when she herself
was a young bride, and usually she ook il out on the new brides that came into
the house. Many of these matriarchs were reputed to be veritable viragoes, a
term the missionaries liked 10 use © describe them. The Profestant missionar-
ies in particular had their encounters with these powerful old ladies. Mrs.
Wheeler has the following to say on the subject: "The mother-in-law rules the
brides with an iron scepter; her word is Law." For instance, “even when her son
would like to have his wife read..many a mother-in-law has burmed the primer
her son has brought home for his wife; and in SOme Cases, when the son has

insisted that his wife should read, they have both been turned into the street."24

To labor among these poor misguided and ignorant women and their
families-"sowing the seed” of the Truth among them and bringing them “the
bread of knowledge”, furthering the "welfare of Zion" and thus hastening the
coming of "the Lord of the harvest™--this then was one of the main reasons why
God had sent the missionaries and their wives east. All this could be done
through educating them. :

The Truth the Protestant missionaries brought was the Word of God
as found in the Bible, They soon realized that this Word could become mean-
ingful only to ¢ducated people who could read. As has been told on several
occasions, the missionaries--some with greater ability and zeal than others, to
be sure--after learning Armenian, sel themselves the task of translating the
Bible into the language of the people. But how many of the Armenian men, BoOL
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i mention the women, could sead even a prumer wntien @ thew own language?
mmmwuwmummaadmmrmgimu
rudimenss of education. Preaching oo Sunday and waching children and adults
how W rzad and write during the weck werz among the basic tasks all the mis-
sionaries et hemselves While the men fosnd thesr domain in the church and
the chapel their wives created theirs @ the school room.

They reafized that the ife of the Armenim woman could be made
bearsbie through cdecation. To casry out the task given W0 them, the mission-
aries needed 1o reach them. “the seal educators,” as the Rev. Parsons knew. >4
Once propesty approached, they tended 1o be more impressionable and recep-
tive than the men. While “the great coldness of the church, especally of the
maie members,” oftes pervaded the congregation and causad the missionaries
“mamy 2 sleepiess mght, “the women, on e other kand, were al mes "an
hosos and biessing 10 the church. %

Az first, though, it was ofien very difficalt 1o reach them. The "strong
festers of sprriuml bomdage” 2s well as those of female bondage that had shaped
their lives for generations, had intimidated them. At times, it was almost impos-
sible 0 have the women worship in the same room with the men. “Many are
afraid to come even o the same Boase where the men assemble,” Dr. Reynolds
reports from Van. 36 To reach the women, they “require to be visited in their
bomes,” Mrs. Alien of Harpoot reflects about her expenience. This way are
“their prejudices softened by kindly sympathy, and interest in their home duties
and cares shown them by one of ther own sex; thes the way is opened for
accepting an invitation to go and hear (he truth, and for its entrance into their
own bearis.”37 In other communities, the endeavors of the ladies had bomne
fruit earlier. Thus Mr. Richards reports in 1857 from Arabkir that the "mis-
sionary ladies seem © be gaining upon the confidence of the women, and in
their visits__from house 10 house. the women have been persuaded, in many
imstances of late, 1o take a seat in the same room with the men. ™38

Well, it was a good start. The missionaries realized that without their
helpmates they would be severcly handicapped in carrying out their tasks. The
Rev. Justin Perkins praises his own wife and through her all the other wives and
helpers:

It were gratefol 10 offer 2 passing wribute to female fortitude in the mis-
sionary enterprise, might 2 husband be allowed 1o do it. T may at least be
pardoned, for saying in general, that we witness, in many of the females
sent out by our churches, not only the devotion that was 'last at the cross
and first in the sepulcher,” but also a heroism which is able calmly to meet
and cheerfully sustain the trying emergencies that often almost crush our
own siemer energies. It is preeminently on missionary ground that
woman is a help-meet for man 25
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The good Reverend had almost lost his wife in childbed a few days before he
wrote his glowing tribute to her. The couple had set out together on one of their
grand missionary joumeys, though Mrs. Perkins was very pregnant. He could
not do without the assistance of his wife and bad urged her (o accompany him
on a long and hot summer journey to Tabriz. It was a miracle that mother and
baby daughter did survive.

The Rev. Knapp. did not require his wife to undergo such hardships,
yet she oo was "a very important factor in the success of the mission at
Bitlis,"*? Mrs. Rhea, a very intellectual lady, also "entered zealously upon the
discharge of every duty devolving upon her” and made her hushand's work. in
Mossul a success. "Her character was complete."*! And let us not forget that
intrepid and spirited missionary lady Mrs. Schoeider whose untimely "death
left a great vacancy in respect W labors” among the Armenian women 42

It became soon evident that there were not enough missionary wives
to carry this heavy burden, To bring "life and light” 1o their Armenian sisters,
the Board invited unmarried ladies o come and Jend a helping hand. They were
helpers; these ladies and the missionary wives were "assistants”; in the eyes of
the members of the Board for ¢lose to a centory only men could be "mission-
aries”. In its January assue of 1872, the Missionary Herald (Vol. 68, p.22),
reports:

Thirty unmarried ladies, most of them educated in some of the best insti-
tutions in the United States, devoting their calture and discipline to spe-
cial labors in behalf of their sex, at sixteen of the pnncipal centers of
influence in the¢ Turkish Empire.--in charge of ten boarding schools, with
over two hundred pupils in training for Christian work, laboring in
Sabbath-schools, visiting the women in their homes, gathering them by
hundreds 1o the place of prayer, establishing mothers' meetings with spe-
cial reference 1o the training of Christian households, going oul often with
the missionaries from village 10 village, and wakening new hope and aspi-
ration where life had been but a wretched burden, a prolonged misery, and
a despair, _

They were mere “assistants” with a supply of less “stémer energies”
than that of the men. Yet in carrying oul their task, they disappointed neither
the men nor God. The tribute paid to them by the Rev. Leonard of Marsovan
reads like a feminist version of the Sermon on the Mount:

Blessed is the young lady who comes from her native land o devote her
life, heart, and soul, 10 the Christian training of women in Turkey, or any
other equally needy land. Many will rise up and call her biessed. Though
she might sacrifice most that is commonly considered desirable in this
life, yet she, in reality, renounces the less to secure the geeater. Instead of
becoming the head of a household she becomes the mother ol a nation, in
the truest, best sense. Her pupils will remember her as such, and impart

243



the influence received from her 10 their children and their children's chil-
dren. or 1o multitudes whose instructor they may become 43

The missionary boards and societies back home did not encourage
their unmarried “assistants” to get married out in the field. This is what the
Swiss missionary doctor Josephine Zircher, who had been recommended by
Pastor Johannes Lepsius to join the mission hospital at Urfa, found out when
she married into a CGerman missionary family based in Jerusalem. Most "assis-
anis” followed the rale and remained single, nevertheless there were a few
intermarriages. We hear about a Mr. Nahashian who had married an American
missionary lady to Urfa. The writer Louisa Mary Alcott used ber as model for
a character in ber story "On this Dark River” (1854).

Al times a bachelor missionary succumbed (o the beauty of an
Armenian woman, Such involvements, however, did not always end in mar-
riage. Dr, Ziircher recalls the story of the lovely Protestant girl Giilinea who
bore an illegitimate child. When she was called before the board of elders of
her congregation w justify herself, she declared the father of her child w be one
of the American missionaries, a married man. He denied the charges vehe-
mently, and the elders tended 1o believe him; after all, he was a man of integri-
ty. There was something most peculiar aboul this gentleman: he had very
strangely shaped ear lobes. The two parties had to appear before the board of
elders. When the judges turned to the girl, she simply removed the cap of her
baby girl that she had brought along. The child had the same ears as the father.
The career of the missionary was ruined. %4

Such scandals occurred seldom. The missionaries were basically very
serious family men, very much aware of the fact that a pastor should be mar-
ried, should have a “home away from home' over which the wife should pre-
side. Such a home Mr. Hamlin enjoyed at Bebek till his wife died in 1850. "For
ten years she was the lively and effective center of the ‘home’,"*3 we are told.
Of the importance of such a "home”, Mrs, Wheeler has the following to say:
“The missionary home should always be a model of good taste and neatness.
‘The missionary comes from 4 class of society which should have such a home;
and here it 18 that the married missionary can do work that cannot be done by
the unmarried. The influence of such a home should be a very greal, elevating
and converting power.” It should always be open 10 receive guests no matter
how great the disorder. At such times she had done some of her best work.
"How naturally you can show them that not only do our houses need cleaning,
but our hearts also,” she reflects.6

The Knapps of Bitlis were the perfect missionaries: "The pioneer
blood of six generations of New England ancestry ran in their veins; theirs was
the resourcefulness, ambition and 'grit’ that seems the heritage of those bom
and bred on New England farms.” Mr. Knapp had "true Yankee ingenuity,




inventiveness and mechanical ability.” He planted a garden around his new
home, cultivated in it the till then in Anatolia unknown potato and tomato,
introduced his new friends to the use of window glass, cured the sick--though
he had never studied medicine--established a school for boys and one for girls
in Bitlis and twenty-eight other institutions for learning in the region. He
taught, preached, counselled. He was a sincere man, whose great gift was
“inspiring confidence and affection,” a gentle and peaceful man. "But under-
neath all his genteness was the granite of his native state: he could never be
moved by physical danger or the fear of men when a principle was at stake."

Nor could Mrs. Knapp. She was loved and respected as the
"Khanum®, a woman “with a vivid, forceful personality radiating sunny cheer
and stimulating sympathy, strong, true, intensely loving, Christian.” She knew
how to deal with people, could calm angry passions; she mothered the boys and
inspired the girls of the boarding schools she and her husband had established.
Yet she, too, was down to earth; she was an accomplished homemaker and
trained many Armenian women in the art of cooking, a skill in which she
excelled. Many a traveler came to appreciate her hospitable home as “an oasis
in the desert."47 The missionary had o be a many-sided man, and his wife had
to be his equal if they were o succeed in their work,

Her house was the most immediate stage for her activities, By invil-
ing the "native” woman into her own house, the missionary wife could estab-
lish the trust that lay at the foundation of her teaching. Mrs, Wheeler was very
sure of her role as "woman, the teacher of the race”:

The missionary woman will find use for all the ability she has. Whether
she graduoates from Vassar, Radcliffe, Wellesley, Smith or dear old Mt
Holyoke, some lessons in a manual training school will be of great value
to her, as she needs 1o know the secrets of modem cooking to guard her
home from the dyspepsia fiend. A knowledge of hygiene and nursing will
save her and others hours of pain, and will fit her to teach the people many
things of which they are now ignorant. She can do many things betier than
a man if she 13 well-fitted for missionary work. Her spbere of usefulness
will be so wide and so varied, and the demand upon her so constant and
exhausting, that above all else she will find it hard to fill her place 4%
S0 she, along with the Mrs. Schneiders and Mrs, Hamlins and Mrs. Sheppards
and all the other wives, kept an open house, organized schools, visited, and
accompanied her husband. But first and foremost came her duty to the "native”
women. The practical New England woman she usually was, she eased her
newly found sister’s lot by teaching her new methods in housewifery; she orga-
nized sewing societies or encouraged lace making and embroidery, skills in
which Armenian women excelled. During hard times, she also found a market
for these products back home. There were the "singing schools” that all women
loved to attend, the Sabbath schools, the popular women meetings in which she
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explained the Scriptures 10 the women, or the many hours she spent teaching
girls and women how to read, After she had leamt the language of the people,
she could make most pastoral calls on her own--and she could go o places
where her husband would not be admitted.

Then there were the extended tours 10 the remotest ontposts of her
husband’s missionary ficld on which she dutifully went along. Not even the
most advanced stage of pregnancy would keep her at home, since she knew that
“these tours constitute a primary agency in the aggressive movement of evan-
gelization” and were taken very seriously.* Miss Julia A. Shearman, though,
must have had the time of her life on her first tour, 1t was true that the journey
had been troublesome, but when she reached her destination--she was the first
Frank lady who had been 1o this village--it seemed “that all the women and
children” had come out to greet her. What a reception she had! "Three times |

was seized and compelled by main force to stay and sing. 50 Mrs. Allen of
Harpoot is more sober when she describes her tour: “At noon 1 held a meeting
for the women. A great many came...] have never before spoken to such a
crowd of eartiest listeners. It was a precious but solemn season, "3

Not all the descriptions of these missionary tours sound this opti-
mistic. There were still places like the village of Yenijak that Mrs. Schneider
and her husband visited in 1872, It was a place rife with ignorance and super-
stition, especially on the part of the women. “They believe so devoutly in the
Virgin Mary, that they cross themselves while passing our house--invoking her
protection from pollution, as if ours was a pest-house,” she reports, 32

Such ignorance was shocking. But then the Schneiders, like all the
other missionaries to the Armenians, were realistic and practical people. The
bigotry they encountered was in reality no great obstacle to their grand mission;
the situation could be set right by (eaching these women how 10 read and write.
Of course, there were some women who were absolutely hardened in their
ignorance and could not be bothered with reading and writing, women who said
"Let those who come after me learn that"--an attitude that irmitated Miss Van
Duzee of Erzroom to no end.>? But from the various accounts it becomes clear
that most women gladly obliged their teachers and were intelligent students.

The objection to these educational projects came basically from the
mothers-in-law and from the suspicious husbands of these scholars who feared
for their domestic prerogatives and forbade the women of their houscholds to
£0 1o school when they saw how this rudimentary education was beginning 10
liberate thewr helpmates, The missionaries, truly interested in the spiritual and
mental welfare of the women, in tum, scolded and cajoled with honied and pep-
pered tongues and often succeeded in their arguments with the husbands. A
case in point is the story that the Rev. C. H. Wheeler tells. In the city of Palu
on the Euphrates, he was told that the women persisted in their ignorance, but
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he knew that it was on account of the men. Because of this, he was upset when
he left the community. “Visiting the city a few weeks later, what was my sur-
prise to find all the women present cach with a primer in her hand! Asking how
{his strange event had come 1o pass, | received the reply, 'you told us that it was
our duty 10 bring our wives in, and as they wouldn't come, we whipped them
and made them come!""3* The husbands had saved their face, the women glad-
ly studied their primer, and their condition slowly started (o improve.

Tt was obvious that girls as well as boys had o be educated, and it was
4 slow and at times painful process. What? "Educate a girl!"—-or for that mat-
fer, a woman--"You might as well teach a cat!" Dr. Jessup was once told by
some conservative Muslim fathers in Beirut; the attitude of the average
Armenian father was at first not much different. Why put notions mto their
heads when their labor was réquired at home and on the farm? An educated girl
would definitely scare away a suilable groom, many parents reflected. It was
generally accepted that for girls 1o “grow up without marrying...is an inlera-
ble disgrace both to them and the family.” Throughout the greater part of last
century, educated girls did not have much of a chance on the Armenian mar-
riage market. The missionaries knew, like the Italian traveler and geographer
Ubicini, that “a woman who possessed the stightest knowledge of reading was
centain to be regarded with an evil eye by her companions, and marnage for
such a phenomenon was almost out of the question,”™®

The obstacles were great, bul the missionancs and their assistants per-
severed; they knew that what they were doing was right. Perhaps at times at
first they were overly optimistic--but in MOt inStances their Jabors bore fruit.
Mr. Christie’s letter from Adana is typical of this positive attitude. It seems in
every missionary station he visited, he found schools for girls. "Appearing in a
tand where thirty years ago hardly a woman, if any, could read, this gift..is
surely a remarkable sign of the times, 5%

Through their own exemplary lives. (heir visiting of homes, (he ms-
sionary ladies slowly broke down parental opposition (o the education of girls:
even the tuition fee that was charged proved in many cases 0 be no obstacle.
Mirs. Knapp was convinced of the truth that "parents see such & change wrought
in their girls that they are willing to make sacrifices in order o secure the ben-
efit” for their davghters 37 Miss Mary Ely from Biis tells the tonching story
of a young man who came to her school begging that his 1wo sisters be admit-
ted. He explained that he had desired for 4 long tme "that his sisters should
learn, but his father--recently deceased--had been bitterly opposed 10
Protestantism, and therefore the girls had been kept in ignorance.” Times were
surely changing, and Miss Ely was delighted. "It was a pleasant -_smnc.-um
older brother pleading for the education and enlightenment of the sisters, offer-
ing to bear the entire expense himself.">®
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It must have been a day of celebration for the champions of female
education when the Board in 1872 received a letter of request from the con-
gregation at Aintab:

We remember how things stood twenty-five or thirty years ago. At that
time we did not realize the necessity and advantages of education, A pop-
ulation of 10,000 Armenians in Aintab was satisfied with one school, in
which reading and writing could be learned. We, as Protestant Armenians,
were no longer satisfied with even three or four schools, nor with the fact
that only our sons could be educated: something must be done for our
daughters 100. We found also that ability merely 10 read and write did not
suffice....While at first we were hardly willing to send our children o
school, though it was the missionanies who bore the expense of their edu-
cation, now we were willing 1o establish secondary schools at our own
cost. In the light of God's Word we saw that we must be educated, would
we become good Christians, good fathers and mothers and useful mem-
bers of society.3?

In Bitlis at Mi. Holyoke Seminary as well, parents had seen "such a
change wrought in their girls that they are willing to make sacrifices in order to
secure the benefit,” we read in the Missionary Herald (72, April 1876, p. 401).
Neverthelss, it was difficult 1o eradicate prejudice and opposition to the idea of
educating girls and women. Considering the odds against which the missionar-
ies had to work, they brought about almost a miracle. The obstacles in their way.
had been nearly insurmountable: they had come 1o the darkest and remotest
parts of the Ottoman empire, to the Muslim world with all its prejudices against
women, 1o an entrenched patriarchal society that had no respect for the indi-
viduality and integrity of its women--yet in a few decades they had started to
change some of the basic attitudes of this society towards its women. They had
changed them so much that a woman attending college was no longer an anom-
aly. All this had happened at a time when girls, for example in Germany, were
not allowed to attend high school and hardly ever dreamed about altaining a
university degree. Julius Richter, the mission historian, a gentieman of the tra-
ditional old chauvinistic German variety, assesses this achievement in the fol-
lowing manner: “Perhaps a German writer is not a fully competent critic of
American schemes for female education, as it is known that Germans hold
somewhat different views on the position of women in society from the
American ideals. So Americans are inclined 1o extend to Oriental women, 100,
a fuller measure of educational advantages than seems desirable or proper o a
German mind."t0

While guite a number of patriarchal Armenian fathers and hushands
permitted their daughters and wives (6 attend school, even college as we shall
see, the sphere of their sisters in enlightened Germany was still restricted 10
what is called the three k's: "Kinder, Kiiche, Kirche'--children, kitchen,
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church. Of course there were still members in the Armenian community who
thought as well that educated women were neither "desirable” nor “proper”.
And they did not always confine their sentiments to words only. It happened on
several occasions that priests of the Armeman Orthodox Church either demol-
ished or burnt down schools that were run by the missionaries. When these dra-
matic demonstrations of disapproval did not have the desired effect, they
stooped to slander and spread the rumor that the missionaries had set up their
schools so that they could kidnap litle Armenian girls whenever they so

desired 6!

Schools for boys remained usually a priority on the agenda of the edu-
cators, and girls had to wait sometimes for a very long time. Mr. Parsons, for
instance, reports in the Missionary Herald that he used to have "freguent com-
plaints from the bretheren in Nicomedia, that their girls were not cared for--that
some were turned away for alleged 'want of room and ability to care for them'™
(55, June 1859, p. 166). This is by no means an isolated complaint, and it was
not restricted to the education of girls on the lower levels. Mr. Wheeler reports
the following about Armenia College at Harpoot in the Missionary Herald (78,
February 1882, p. 63):

Such is the power of superstition that daughters of Ammenians, though
numerous in our other schools, have not yet reached the college, bul, as
the erection of new buildings and the securing of a fine corps of leachers
for the male department have put it in its present commanding position,
50, undoubtedly, the same action on behalf of the female department will
break down even the thicker and higher walls of prejudice by which girls
are shut out from enjoying the privilege of higher Christian education
which the college offers.

Education, though in most cases only elementary, did have its effect
and had "liberated" the girls and had given them confidence in themselves,
Miss Van Duzee reports of an incident that cheered her heart as champion of
female education, It happened during a celebation in honor of St. Vartan at her
school in Erzroom. A large room in the girls' school was packed with notables
of the community and fathers and mothers. "These last mentioned were on one
side, but there was no dividing wall or lattice” as there used © be in public
places in order to divide the sexes. But the main atraction of the afternoon was
a dialogue written and presented by ten young girls:

They said they had heard that in Evrope, and especially in Amenca,
women had a great deal of freedom, but whatever there was in other coun-
tries, it had dwindled to nothing before it reached here. The fathers will-
ingly spent money for the education of the boys, but it was not so for the
girls... Girls ought not to spend their time thinking of marriage, but in
improving their minds, It was the care or improvidence of women which
made the family poor.
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Miss Van Duzee was delighted with the courage and boldness with which the
girls made their presentation. To her, the dialogue also "shows in miniature
what is going on in real life in Erzroom, an interior city of Asia." These daring
young girls were certainly astonishing. “Straws tell which way the wind
biows," the lady educator concludes.

Armenian womanhood certainly had come a long way! The Rev.
Smith and the Rev. Dwight, and all the other early missionaries 1o the
Armenians would certainly have had a difficult time to recognize these young
girls 10 be Armenian!

As we have seen, wherever the missionaries went, they established
schools. schools on all levels to educate, but first and foremost to use them as
100l for evangelizing. There were countless schools that taught the rudiments
of reading and writing and the Bible 10 old and young, to male and female; the
schools that trained little boys and scores of Bible women, who, in tumn, wenl
from home to home and taught there what they themselves had just been taught
and were paid for their services. The missionaries also greated a whole "con-
stellation of Lancastrian schools” which they furnished with "competent and
trustworthy teachers.” These schools were based on a "monitorial system, one

pupil teaching another."62

All these schools provided a good beginning, but it soon became obvi-
ous that this level of education did no longer satisfy people whose intellect had
been aroused. This was true for both boys and girls. Again the missionaries
responded; they added new levels to already existing schools and opened insti-
wtions that provided education on a higher level. Evengelizing remained their
prime objective. Most important, they, but especially the ladies, became the
pioneers of female education.

Frank A. Stone has 1old the history of this pioneer work in women's
education in the Middie East from its beginning in the 1820s. The story how
the educational ideas of Miss Emma Hart Willard and all the American educa-
tional institutions that were based on her concepts—the female seminary of Mt
Holyoke in South Hadley, Massachuseus, in particular—makes fascinating
reading. Most of the missionary wives and many of the assistants were gradu-
ales of these seminaries, and thus Miss Willard's very progressive ideas about
women's education travelled with them to the most obscure hamlets in Turkey.

Biblical studies and religious exercises were stressed in her curricu-
lum: domestic work occupied an hour and a half each day: the study of the nat-
ural sciences was important. [t was an educational program emphasizing intel-
lectual excellence, yet at Mt. Holyoke the girls were given a much more prac-
tical education than their brothers at Yale or Harvard, Very important in (he
shaping of these young women was the spirit and ideal of selfless humanitari-
an service that pervaded at Mt Holyoke.%?

The educational ideals imparted 10 the women students at Mt
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Holyoke travelled with the graduates when they, alone or along with their hus-
bands, went to Turkey. The spirit of their alma mater guided them when they
felt they should alleviate the sad lot of their Anmenian sisters they had come to
help. These women needed to be educated, and their American counterparts
loved to share what they themselves had been taught. It was a perfect combi-
nation.

Perhaps the greatest contribution to the education of Armenian
women were the boarding schools for girls that sprung up from Constantinople
to the farthest reaches of eastern Anatolia and that were sponsored by the var-
ious women auxiliary groups and mission boards back home who were inter-
ested in the educational work of the missionary ladies. To their minds, these
schools were especially appropriate, as Barbara J. Merguerian has pointed out,
since "they provided opportunities 1o train students in all aspecis of everyday
life and also to avoid the problems that young girls might encounter in passing
the streets alone on the way to school."®* Boarding schools also made it possi-
ble for girls from remote areas to get an education. The missionarics had defi-
nite goals in mind when they set up these institutions, a8 we read in the
Missionary Herald for May 1878, vol. 74, p. 142:

In all cases two, in some cases there are three or four, unmarried
American ladies, of good éducation, connecled with each school. The
main purpose of these schools is to raise up an efficient class of educated
native women as general helpers in the work of evangelization. After
spending three years in these schools, some of the young women become
the wives of native pastors and preachers, others become teachers in com-
mon schools.
The writer of the British Quarterly Review from which this report is taken, full
of praise, adds: "We doubt whether the Americans are doing anything in
Turkey that is 50 sure, sooner or later, to change the entire character of society
as what they are doing in the line of the education of women,”

It amounted 1o a veritable female education boom. The Rev. and Mrs.
Goodell as well as Miss Lovell were involved in the opening in 1845 of the
school at Pera. After this school was moved in 1862 to Marsovan, (o compen-
sate for the loss, the Home School for Girls was founded in Constantinople in
1865; eleven years later it was moved (0 Scutari on the Asian side of the
Bosphorus. In 1866 Bitlis became the home of a boarding school for Armenian
girls; in 1876 Bursa and in 1878 Smyma followed suit. In 1874 a boarding
school had been opened in Nicomedia which was then moved to Bardizag and
eventually to Adabazar. There were yet others. Julivs Richter sums up: "By
1895 the number of girls' boarding schools had increased (o twenty with 1,200
boarders. Some of them, as in Kharput and Marash, became colleges. The high-
est and most prominent institution is the American College for Girls at
Scutari,. publicly recognized by an official decree, an irade of the Sultan, in
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1895, and even relieved of taxation.”? The missionary ladies had accom-
plished much.

Though the spirit of Mt Holyoke pervaded all of these schools, cach
had its own charactenistics and was known for its own unigue achievemens.
For instance, Mt. Holyoke of Bitlis was renowned for its spirit of religious
revival: the Home School for Girls at Constantinople was famous for its out-
standing school chorus and for the dramatic productions staged by the girls,
But most important, the ideal of selfless humanitarian service, reminiscent of
the Mt. Holyoke girls, was always taught at the Home School. As a result,
many of its graduates did not flinch at accepting teaching posts in remote and
backward communities. One of its students was the first Ottoman subject to
become 4 professional nurse, another, Zarouhi Kavaljian, was the first
Armenian woman in the Empire to study medicine. The Anatolia Girls' School
opened a special school for the deaf; the Girls’ Training School of Bursa (later
of Aintab) became a famous teacher training institution; whereas the school at
Smyrma, with Cornelia Storrs Bartlett as mentor, opened the first formal kinder-
garten in the whole Empire. Between 1885 and 1900, forty-two women were
trained there as kindergarten teachers, who, in tum, opened (wenty-seven pre-
schools in many pans of Turkey.

Other schools gaimed fame through their curriculum. Bible study fig-
ured prominent on all curricula; we should not forget that the basic aim of these
schools was 1o save souls for Christ. Like at ML Holyoke, emphasis was put on
instruction in the native language; consequently the study of English was usu-
ally introduced when the school was well established. A typical curriculum
would include mathemathics, history, botany, geology, physics, psychology,
and home economics. At times this last subject was stressed more than the oth-
ers, al times subjects like music or English or literature were included. The
school at Bardizag gained for a while a certain amount of notoriety under Miss
Farmnham who led her girls in calisthenics in the school yard.

The fame of yet other schools was based on their leadership. ML
Holvoke had trained its students well, especially under ladies like Mrs.
Schneider and Mrs. Wheeler and the Ely sisters and Mrs, Knapp--and all the
others who, with great enthusiasm, did such important pioneer work. In the
annals of missionary work among Armenians, we encounter most prominently
the names of the Ely sisters who followed the invitation of the Rev. and Mrs,
Knapp to come to Bitlis and take charge there of the fledgeling school for girls
that had been founded by the missionary couple. The story of the sisters which
is 50 closely interiwined with that of Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary in Bitlis
las been very ably wid by Grace H. Knapp and Barbara J, Merguerian.

The missionary ladies were often very satisfied with their charges. We
read in a report about the school at Marsovan: "There are jewels in this school,
~those who are sure 10 be useful and beloved wherever they go, there are oth-
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ers whose diamond character requires a good deal of polishing o bring it out;
but on the whole, a finer, more sensitive set of girls cannot casily be found in
this country than those gathered in the Marsovan seminary.” Unfortunately it
often happened that soon after graduation the family of a girl would, acconding
o their unenlightened tradition, marry her off to the highest bidder. The edu-
cators could only hope that "the women educated by the missionaries be found
10 have a powerful influence in the right direction, in the circle wherein she is
placed 66

Many of the girls who found teaching positions did indeed have a very
“powerful influence” in the "circle” wherein they were placed. The missionar-
ies had failed as far as the conversion of Jews and Muslims was concemed, but
they certainly had done something for Armenian women when they provided
education and jobs for them. Maritza, the young Armenian girl Mr. Fowle and
Dr. Farnshaw observed one day in her classrom in a school near Cesarea, ¢can
stand for a whole generation of girls and women that had been educated by the
missionaries;

If any one has any doubts about the expediency or wisdom of educating
girls in this land I wish he could bave seen Maritza as she stood before
us, and compare her with what she was before Miss Classon [her former
principal] took her and spent upon ber the $30 so kindly provided by the
Christian women of Americal Modest and retiring, yet ‘strong in the
Lord and the power of his might,' she is a power for good in the whole
community,57

The "power for good" in her community that Armin Theophil Wegner
has envisioned for Esther Worperian, the heroine of his unpublished novel frag-
ment "Die Austreibung”%8--"The Expulsion”--is the opposite double of
Maritza. We meet her first in the excellent library of Euphrates College at
Kharput founded in 1876, a college to which its faculty fondly referred 1o as
“the Oxford of Asia Minor." In Esther's time, the school and its library have
already become the bastion of the new patriotic and revolutionary spirit that,
according to many Turkophile-oriented critics, had been encouraged 1o grow
by the missionaries,

Esther, one of the few coeds at this institution, is a very serious stu-
dent of philosophy and mathemathics and has been inspired by the spirit of her
alma mater, She is possessed by the idea o liberate and lead her people, anoth-
er Jeanne d'Arc. Already as child she had dreamed of becoming "herself a rev-
olutionary...who did not want (o give in to weakness and humility; she did not
want to kneel before authority...but through her education and energy had
wanted (o become the heroine who liberated her people from bondage.”

In the novel as well as in reality, most of these educated young
Armenians never had a chance to translate their dreams into action. Though the
buming and looting and vandalizing of Armenian school premises in Sultan
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Abdul Hamid’s time could not inflict any permanent ruin on the institutions,
the reprieve was only temporary, The events of 1915 and 1916 demanded many
casualties, and most of the schools were among them. Some of the girls'
schools could again resume instruction, but the community they had previous-
ly served no longer existed. The new generation of students they attracted was
almost completely Turkish, The American Academy for Girls at Uskiidar and
the American Collegiate Institute i Jzmir belong to this group of survivors.
Another institution survived death and destruction and in 1960 cele-
brated its centennial; the Aleppo College for Girls, a century ago known as the
Girls' Seminary of Aintab. The school, after it had been transplanted in 1922 1o
its present location, carries on in the tradition of its founders o "Walk as
Children of Light," All of the women, the teachers going back to that intrepid
missionary lady Mrs. Susan Schoeider, and the students--many of whom also

have become teachers—"have brought honor to the School,."6?

MNaturally the missionaries and their “female™ assistants made mis-
takes, To us, they at times secem wo paternalistic and intransigent, even bigot-
¢d, in their insistence that they alone possessed the ultimate truth; at times they
offend us in their persitence that they “owned” the only true version of
Christianity.0 Sill, we do have 1o remember that they were the children of
their century, and when measuring their values we cannot simply judge them
by our measuring tape.

That they have brought honor to their calling 1o be teachers, this we
can say about all the missionary ladies we have met. They were dedicated
teachers and gladly shared what they knew, Not many of the schools they
founded have survived--but does that really matier? It was their presence
among the Armenian women and their sharing of fricndship and ideas with
each other that mattered. Through their work they could reach and belp many
women, could awaken their intellect, inspire them with self-confidence, could
even make a whole society aware of the need 1o change. How many of us teach-
ers ¢an claim that much?

NOTES.

1. Gertrud Pltsch, ed. Das Leben Kartlis: Eine Chronik aus Georgien 300-1200
(Leipzig, 1985), pp. 1351. '

2. Giragos H. Chopourian, The Armeninian Evangelical Reformation: Causes and

' Effects (New York, 1972), pp. 20, 24,

3, See, for instance, the book by Chopourian; Leon Arpee, A Century of Armenian
Frotestantism 1846-1946 (New York. 1946); Julius Richter, A Histery of
Protestant Missions in the Near East (New York, rpt. 1970). Wanis'A. Semaan,
Aliens ar Home (Loadon, 1986); P. E. Shaw, American Contacts with Easrern
Churches, 1820- 1870 (Chicago, 1937), '

254



4 Edwin W. Martin. The Hubbards of Sivas: A Chronicle of Love and Faith (Santa
Barbara, 1991}, p. 93.

S Fred Field Goodsell, They Lived Their Faith: An Atmanac of Faith Hope and Love
(Boston, 1961), p. 414.

6 Janel Robinson, Wayward Women: A Guide 10 Women Travellers (Oxford, 1990), p.
153,

7. Missionary Herald, 54, March 1858, pp. 771

8. Missionary Herald, 54, August 1858, p. 243,

9. Martin, p. 104,

10. Grace H. Knapp. The Tragedy of Bitlis (New York. n.d.). p. 100.

11, S. G. Wilson, Persian Life and Customs (New York, 1895), pp. 1271,

12. Frederick Davis Greene, Armenian Massacres, or The Sword of Mohammed
(Philadelphia, n.d.), p. 453.

13. Missionary Herald, 52 . March 1856, pp. 771

14. Mrs. Crosby H. Wheeler, Missions in Eden: Glimpses of Life in the Valley of the
Euphrates (Edinburgh; 1900), p. 64.

15. Missionary Herald, 51 , July 1855, p. 205.

16. Missionary Herald, 69 , Nov. 1873, pp. 2681

17. Missionary Herald, 47, May 1851, p, 161.

18. C. H. Wheeler, Ten Years on the Euphrates (Boston, n.d.), p. 161.

19. Missionary Herald 75, January 1879, p. 224

20, Missionary Herald, 49, Sept. 1853, p. 258.

21. fbid., p.257.

22. C. H. Wheeler, p- 230,

23, Fred Bumaby, On Horseback Through Asia Minor, vol. 1 (Londen, 1877), p. 14.

24. Moses Payson Parmelee, Life Scenes Amang the Mountains ef Araral {Boston,
1868), pp- 15211,

2% Hli Smith, Researches in Armenia, vol. 2 (Boston, 1833}, p. 151,

26, Parmelee, p. 38,

27. Smith, yol. 2, pp. 49-53.

28. Parmelee, p. 154,

29, William Goodell. The Old and the New (New York, 1853), p-201.

30, Goodell, p. 201

31, Greene, p. 455.

32, Smith, vol. 2, p- 5L

33 Mrs. Wheeler, p..69.

34. Missionary Herald, 53, July 1857, p. 216

35, Missionary Herald, 77 , June 1881, p. 227,

6. Missionary Herald, 69, March 1873, p. 9.

37, Missionary Herald, 17, June 1881, p. 228.

38, Missionary Herald, 53, July 1857, p. 216.

39, Justin Perkins, Residence of Eight Years in Persia among the Nestorian Christians
(Andover, 1843), p. 143,

40, Knapp. p. 107.

41. Samuel Audley Rhea, The Tennessean in Persia and Kurdistan (Philadelphia,
1863), p. 185.

42. Missionary Herald, 53, July 1857, p. 222,

255



43. Missionary Herald, 53, July 1857, p. 222.

44. Gerda Sdun-Fallscheer, Jahre des Lebens (Stutigart, 1989), p. 234,

45. Goodsell, p: 30,

46. Mrs. Wheeler, pp. 54-57.

47. Knapp, pp. 100-108.

48, Mrs. Wheeler, p. 73.

49, Missionary Herald, 71 , Feb. 1875, p. 46.

50. Missionary Herald, 68, Jan. 1872, p. 34.

S1. Missionary Herald, 68, May 1872, p. 159,

$2. Missionary Herald, 68, July 1872, p, 221

53, Missionary Herald, 69, Miarch 1873, pp. 851

54. C. H. Wheeler. p. 116

55, M. A. Ubicini, Letters on Turkey (London, 1856), p. 305,

56, Missionary Herald, 78, Jan, 1882, p. 146.

§7. Missionary Herald, 72, Dec. 1876, p. 401.

58. Missionary Herald, 71, Déc. 1875, p. 3831

59, Quoted by Richier, p. 125.

60. Richter, p. 133.

61. Missicnary Herald, 68, June 1872, p. 222.

62. Chopourian, p. 29.

63. Frank A Stone, "Mt. Holyoke's Impact on the Land of the Ararat,” The Muslim
World, 66 (Jan. 1976), pp. 44-57.

64. Barbara J. Merguerian, "Mt Holyoke Seminary in Bitlis: Providing an American
Education for Armenian Women,” Armenian Review, 43 (Spring 1990), pp. 31-64.
By the same author, see also "Saving Souls or Cultivating Minds? Missionary
Crosby H. Wheeler in Kharpert,”™ Armenian Studies, 6 (1995), pp. 33-60.

65. Richter, p. 133

66, Missionary Herald, 71, March 1875, p. 275.

67. Missionary Herald, 77, June 1881, p. 229,

68 The MS of this povel is foond in the Archive for Modern German Literature at
Marbach-Stuttgart, Germany.

69. The celebration was commemorated through the publication of the Centennial
Book of Aintab Seminary 1860--Aleppo College for Girls 1960.

70. In recent years it has become quite fashionable to find fault with the accomplish-
ments of especially the missionary ladies of Jast century--both American and
European alike. Simone Prodolliet's book Wider die Schamlosigkeit und das Elend
der heidnischen Weiber (Zurich, 1987), for example, belongs to this trend.



APPENDIX 1
ERZROOM FEMALE SEMINARY

By Miss C. O. Van Duzee

In the year 1868, when the first lady teacher was sent to Erzroom,
there were no schools for girls over twelve or thirteen years of age, and for
those who had not leamed 10 read before that time, there was no hope. It was,
as the natives expressed it, "a shame” for large girls w go to school.™

During the winter it became known that a Protestant school was o be
opened for that class of girls, and immediately the Old Armenians (in disting-
tion from the Protestants) bestirred themselves 1o do the same thing.  They
bought land that spring in three different places, and commenced 10 build.

The first summer sevenleen names were on the records, but not all
came atonce, They were over twelve years of age, for we do not receive those
younger, as they can go to the lintle girls’ school.. Of these seventeen, five were
village women, whose husbands were under instruction by the government of
the mission, two were village girls, and the others were from the city, mostly
Protestants.

The school furniture was an old pine table and a wooden chair for the
teacher, and low pine benches, behind which the girls saton the bare floor, For
a few weeks we were in a poor, little room, opening from the wood-shed of one
of the missionary houses; then we moved into a larger place, more respectable
in the eyes of the people, but where the sun never came, and the smell from the
stable under us, together with other odors from the house, were almost intoler-
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able to a civilized person. A month later, a large, airy room was secured, which
was full of sunlight. The little furniture was soon moved, an old biack-board
added, and all was in working order again.

The scholars were kept five hours a day. Mrs. Pierce and Mrs. Cole
heard. each, one or two of the classes, for we were all beginners in the lan-
guage, and probably studied our lessons as much as our scholars, though for a
different reason. The girls knew nothing of school etiquette, neither did they
think it necessary 1o comb their hair oftencr than once a month, It was two
whole summers of every-day work before they entirely changed their minds on
this, to us, important subject.

School closed in October for the winter, the married women going
with their hushands to teach in the villages. In the summer, villagers--men,
women. and children--are almost 1o busy 10 eat of sleep, but in the winter their
work is very light, and they have a great deal of leisure. We take advantage of
this state of things, and send our pupils 1o teach others dunng the winter what
they have leamed in the summer. We called them together again in April, and
school proceeded that summer very much as it did the year before, only betler
organized, and with more progress on the part of the girls.

In the spiing of 1871, the third year of school, our plcasant room was
better furnished; a new pine table took the place of the old one, with uncertain
foundations, and a plain cushioned chair the place of the wooden one, which by
this time was standing on three legs. There were window-curtains, carpets for
the girls to sit on, small boxes for their books,--one for each,--a clock, and one
of two mottoes, At the same time we began (o board the three village girls, who
had previously boarded themselves, with money given by us.

That year there were only seven scholars. There had been a sifting,
some proving unfit for the work, while others were unable 10 come, but these
few made fine advancement. During both of these summers Mrs. Pierce and
Mrs. Cole had kindly taken charge of two or three of the classes, but just at the
close of this school term Miss Patrick arrived, and was ready to help the next
SUMmer.

In 1872, we used pleasant rooms in the lower part of Mr. Parmelec’s
house, Our scholars had increased by the addition of village women and girls,
and also by the coming in of three or four from the city. The boarders were
four. A beautiful Mason and Hamlin organ had armved during the winter, a
present from the makers. We had, besides, a new black-board, and a set of
small maps. In the spring of 1873 a house was purchased, next to Mr.
Parmelee's, and afier the necessary additions and alterations the school was
moved in, about the first of June, and the Theological School took the roOms
we had occupied the previous year.

In the engraving, the stone wall without windows, is the front of the
schoolroom, and the first window from the comer belongs to the recitation-
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room. Those beyond are our windows. The school building is connected with
our rooms by a door into the recitation-room, 5o that we have access 1o the girls
at all imes of day or night. The house with a railing around the roof is the one
occupied by Mr, Parmelee. The school building extends from the railing 10 the
corner, in front, and on the side street, as far back as the pointed stone wall
appears. The two small back windows, near the roof, belong w the girls' dor-
mitory. The street in front is a continuation of the macadamized road which
extends o Trebizond.

There are two or three reasons why no windows were put into the front
wall of the school-room; the air from the street is very bad in the summer, it is
not the sunny side of the house, being northeast, and the girls would be empt-
ed 10 sit in the windows more than would be proper, considering the customs
of the people. They make good use of the one in the recitation-room, but one
window full of girls would do no harm, where three would be objectionable.

The building looks rather prison-like from the oulside, bul it is not at
all so inside. The school-room has two southeast and two southwest windows,
into which the sun pours all day long. The walls ar¢ beautifully white, thanks
to the help of some friends in Constantinople. Then there are black-boards,
maps, mottoes, pictures, a clock, the handsome organ, and “last but not least,”
a plain pine cupboard, containing a school library of Armenian books, present-
¢ed by the North Church Sabbath-school, Buffalo, N. Y. We think the room is
very pleasant. Down-stairs there are a convenient native kitchen, two cellars,
and two rooms for sitting and sleeping.

Last summer (1873) there were seven boarders, and the names of
nineteen scholars on our records, in which the boarders were included. There
was an eighth boarder for the first month, but she was so sickly that we had 1o
send her home, The girls took tums, by couples, in doing their work. Their
market-man (a student in the Theological School), with his family, lived in
rooms for that purpose, opening from the front hall of the school building.
There is no yard for the girls except the roof, but there is no place in connec-
tion with the building that could be obtained for "love or money”.

The studies are such as are pursued in every common school at home,
and also the Catechism, Astronomy, Armenian, History, and the rudiments of
some of the Natural Sciences, Philosophy, and Music. The study of the Bible
is continued through the whole course. As the school advances, some higher
branches may be introduced, but everything has to be started from what would
be considered a great deal lower than foundations at home, They have 1o be
taught, over and over again, the simplest things. Everything is taught in the
Armenian language, and good text-books are very scarce,

There has been no revival, but we have reason (o hope that the whole
five of the first class are Christians, and two or three in classes below gave us
some reason (o hope last summer. A school prayer-meeting is held every week,
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and besides this the scholars attend the women's meeting, and the general
church prayer-meeting. !

Miny thanks to the kind friends at home who have given us such a
pleasant and convenient building. May their prayers follow their gift, and the
blessing of the Lord rest on those who shall be educated here,

Source: The Missionary Herald, 71
(February 1875), pp. 32-35

APPENDIX T1

MISSIONARY PREMISES IN HARPOOT

By C. H. Wheeler

This sketch représents the eastern portion of the missionary premises
in Harpoot, as seen from the south, the buildings in front, as seen in the
sketch.. being unrepresented. With the exception of a portion on the right, these
buildings were not erected by us, bul bought from an Armenian, who, like some
in this land, having a sudden run of prosperity, built a bigger house than he
could support, and then sold it for two thousand seven hundred and fifty dol-
lars, which was probably less than half its cost. The upper story of the large
building is divided into three parts, Mr. Allen occupying the left, I the middle,
‘and the teachers of the female seminary the right, while the lower story is
devoted to the pupils. The room on the extreme rght, over the gate, is a Bible
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depository,- now in process of building,..

Al the left is seen a stable, between which and the house is the play-
yard of the seminary pupils. The walled and terraced space in the rear of the
buildings, though dignified with the name of “garden,” is, with the exception
of the few trees which are kept alive by a weekly goatskin bottle of water in the
rainless summer, a mere rocky, gravely wasie, as are all the mountintops and
sides.

Upon the hill-top in the rear is seen a pant of a Turkish cemetery,
which extends far to the north and east, covering many hundreds of acres.
Indeed, the city is nearly encircled by these graveyands, which, during the
many centuries since Harpoot began to be, have received to thewr often re-
opened graves the successive generations of its population.
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Yhu U Ybhu -
UUBPBYUSE UBUBALUCHL UhLE B AU3 UDLE

UUsNenrY)
404S, huufhs Leacr Ueuudy

UnwehG dhufinGupmhhi ntwh Lwjwunwl tgw Lhind (LmGt®], np bpowwntdh
dto nuunpwpuynibit tng noihigh Lhuwduapu Uwhio Yrnuwd hiu nuhihG gt wnwp-
kg wpktbyp’ pppuwnGtnipin ip wwGbpn hwdwp YpwghGipm: Lzhuunwbph b win-
phintpisl winp wnwghd hwlqpmwGi bnun Ahquinhnlh dwjpupunwp Unuunwlnln-
wynghug, mp, vl G, hwpudmbny pp poYtipmhhGipng whgwt Lw i, hing wy, uw-
YuuyG, hurpuudmibyng]” Gushwowymbgwl hp W pp pbybpmbhGbpp [4nhthuhibwGg Yn)-
ubi’p:

uspbpny whgphl htin LGwo pibwg wewGdh, t wlnp pugnpnbin Bl wj|
wnwpbiuGhip b Gipp wiinlig piibpwlgnn hpbly nhyhGobpg: Lhlugh JuignpnGhpnil
ity 4p qulblp Yuspnnhlt SpuntubiwGibpp, UalphpwG bitnbgh, ghpdwi Lnunbpulu-
Ghpp, by mphzGbp, npnlig GhplyagnphiGl gquih nupdwe i wlewnwpGbpl’ wpnhibw-
b dwGunw b wweGhGGbpnpn nupmb:

Wyu prgnphG dtg ppblg wzimwmwlpny, gnpdm G mplup by gopdtpuitipynd hhd-
Gl SGwghl witphlybwl Mnpw pilbpwlgnipwl wrwpbwiltipp, npnlp kpt wptidap
hwuwb pphunaGinppiGp wwbbiio hudwp bptwght b GwhibnwlwlhG zoeang, vw-
Ly, quonsdi np yp qunlimEp G wpuwhl wegh wilwpbihmptw dtima pupugwd Ypobw-
dnpnipbwG bt dupl Gpobuwnfumptut wwpuguhl dwhnwd gunwupupunihi
uwwndwnn:

Minnuih gapdmibtnpbwt o dwlunnubphG ntd juinhdwl’ wenbp npn2tight
wémnnuwh Shengp. Gwju pupbungtiy Bytinbght pphuunGtiuy hwm 6, nuunhwpuliby
quiG, wiyt wnbindby pnniGbth whupwpp hulwlwb pphusnnttwhl B winp ophGwiyny
pphunnGtmphiGl plnmibih puipdGby ny pphunnGbught:

Uwljwyl, pun wyu wnwpbiwGhpnG, pupwpnuwd tp pphunnGiniphlp pphu-
winGbiuey huym(, B Yp Yptp quipbpm mghnmpbwl phnhi Ghppta:

“HuphG ytinua Minpunh GbplwywgnighyGhpm G wnwptimpbiol hpwgrpdmidp, npng-
htinlbit wiinGp hptilig ntd quiwl dwmugnudp humG htn BEREYRG: Wu hpugnpdmihi
1§t WhupnGwpGhipmil phynip Yuwiqikgwt Gwlu winbg Yhatpp, b wupw Upwgbw) Li-
hulglbptl b wy Juipbpt G hwiwpugpmuwd wy ShupnGwpnihhttp: '

Uunnidm) fuoupp wwGbin hwdwp hujngptiwl wihpudban bp Gwlu nundGunm-
phuip winp, nputuah wlhlw GupbGwp Yupnw; UB Ghppp b pnipl manuigh fustp
Tl]tt: Uw fip GwGwlyt Gty pw - hupnuudtby huy bitnbght b wlnp qupuap gnpdl ot

wpyp:

“Hphl ginun Gwnyhy buymphiul: Owwpp dze wy 6Gwg ouwwp bt hupgedmbgu,
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tibpdmibigun i whgoulimbigun: Epphunnbimpwh owmwp dSwnwbbpnil hwgp pt wpwed-
nibiguat Bwnghy hugmpbwb: <nu, 6hon hou wy @9 Guwh Guju winbg Yhibpp G wyw
bpwpwywenpy whpnilnbbipp wdmph wmwepbnhhGipmG, nprifhbmby winGp thG np
Yuwponwgwl pubnby wpummwpbipp b hugbglb vwep Ghat Yo huwmwno wd jupupb-
pniphiwdp ta hptilg wGdGwlw ophlwln:

Mutiwg b qupguiguwd wju omwpnihhbpG LG, np 2mmnd guwl hptilig plybiplt-
pnth htin pt bipt whwh junwgwgnitpnpbat gndmpunphi 6 hwgniptn, winp bltnbghho
b hwwenwihpbtipni( dte’ wihpwdbyw bp Gwhu guunupal by bag wihwnp, unpdbglly
tit nuunad gwdphy wiling, npwjtuah Gupbith pwp wiop dbnpp ) QunnwowymGyp: Gty
YupbGuwim hwiwp wuyty’ winlp huswmwnbght quiuqui dwlwpnuwih mundio-
pwlGhp, npnGp, h*G6; fuoup, wngh opbpnil nwb ol dwbzbpnt hudwp: “Haphl tgu
wnghlGbipG wy Ghpgpunty niunGwljws b guunhupuipulut hoiulupg, wuntho-
nbipd dwilwhwlp byun mdtpn Jwn pwb, B klimghbint, nupnglip hwumwnntigul
hwymhhGbpat husdwp e bbb dpoop hwgmhpo wowe hwdG nepogpp memndh Ggou-
whwpwlmpbiub w bgun Gu hwy aqusupnt 6, towinp bt pajbg widwiu B Gwlw-
wp puwg hwulbm hwdwp pupdpugnyt weshwlGhpnil mundGunmpbul, b wagp,
hGph php Yupghl, pueGugm quunhupulnhs b nuniggmbpG ppupwuenpn huy)
ubipmuGinGbpnidi:

Swinu hwdwp StY wwnnidp hugm b bugnehphG niemdGului i Gppuljw wiu
gnpdplpwight’ kY. Uplwwl wowbpupup Yp j60h embwGapmb ypw) Dnupnt hwo-
uwwnntwd Utiphitw UpuhnGupwlw Ainpnh Upzpbpph <Eppppht, npntp, uwlug G,
dhzw 366 np Y EGpwplympG GwlpwqGh pllniptiuG i nuitnnidh: wljumuly v hponne-
pliw, uwluiyG, wyn wnntiwgGbpnd b op ienhGwlp Gp qopdt gaty mouy Gt upunllipn
wnwubhGGEpnan nwpnt huy quypnght. winp gnjwnndhl. nhiwluwd ndmwpniph-
Gtipm b Qtipg Gl punpiuGwih G, npnlig by it nhip ewnwghl wmupbimhhitpp. ta
ophGuly dMunwjtghl hwgnptsnG b hwynihibpn G, np hptifig dpw) Jepgihl nuunpupw-
YruphiGG m Yppoodp hwy winog by wnehlGtpm gugnpruilul utpmGnbtpmd:

UwuGwinpting pp fuoupl n glwhwinulubp witphljugh b wqguapl wy uun-
Qualit hmpliwiip wyu hGhpmG by ophnpnGtinmG Hy. Uptdwwl Yp huwswat, pt«wlinbp
wuinp phphl hptig puumpwpulh Yogmshi.... Laghpbwg nwmgmihhGhp LG winfp b
mpuifunipbiwsp pudGhlgbowi wi hiy npgpnthG hptitp: UinGg hwsmwnwd quipng -
PEG paynpp tEhG np wtakight - w6 6 hp G2ubwlt wiu dtp: bptilg GiplugmppGp
husgnbhGlpn Shebi b wiinbg htin hbGg puwpbludnplwt b gunudnunitpni6 hojuw-
Gl LhG Yuwpbinp: bptifig qopdhG plndteth winlp yupnmugwh hwubh) b oglt
pugiwpf Yhitipn, wponwgwl wpplglt winby hitwguiubnphilp, (tpz0h quinlp
hpGuwyunwhmpbuwip, (6] Gnybhul Yupnnugwl gguglhy wipnng plltipnphub dp
whhpudbpmmpmbp pnfinfuniplivulis:



AHE
ARMENIAN TRANSLATIONS
OF THE BIBLE

MANUEL M. JINBASHIAN

THE CLASSICAL ARMENIAN TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE

1- A Brief History

King Tiridates 11 declared Christanity the state religion of Armenia at
the beginning of the fourth century Before Christ.! When Christianity became
the state religion charitable institations were opened and schools established
for the training of the clergy. The language of instruction in these schools was
Greek or Syriac depending on their geographic location.?

Christianity could not resist the resurgence of the old pagan religion
because its means of communicating the message of the Gospel was foreign 10
the people, they simply could not understand it The members of the clergy,
according to Pharbersi, "Wasted their days in learning the Synac language,
because the language of the liturgy of the church and the réeadings in the
monasteries were in Syriac. As a resulr, the Armenians could understand noth-
ing, nor get any benefit, since Syriac was unintelligible to them.. 3

The necessity of having an alphabet was evident. The church needed
to have the means of communicating (he message of the Gospel (o the people
in a language they could understand and a sript they could read.*

The two principle sources for the study of the Armenian translation of
the Bible are: (i) the historians of the fifth century Korioun, Gihazar Pharbetsi
and Movses Khorenatsi:? (i) the text of the Bible itself. The small volume writ-
ten by Korioun, ¢a. 441-450, a disciple of Mashtots, is our main source, the
other twao historians rely on his account of the story. Korioun says:

“The blessed Mashtots, with the permission of the king and the consent of
saint Sahak. took a group of young men with him and...set off in the fifth
year of Vramshapuh, the king of Armenia. He went to the land of Aram. 10
the two cities of Syria, called Edesia(Edessa) and Amid® He presented
himself 1o the holy bishops, the first of whom was called Babilas” and the
second Akakios ... He divided the young disciples he had with him into two
groups, he set some to study Syriac in Edessa and the rest to study Greek,
and sent them over to the city of Samusata.”®
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According to Korioun, while in Edessa, Mashtots discovered the
alphabet. Then he gathered the disciples who had remained with him in Edessa
and went to Samusala o join the others. In Samusata he met a certain Greek
grammarian, called Hrophanos (Pugtvul or Poravol?), who knew how to
wrile characters since he was a scribe,? [and] who helped him fashion and
refine the forms of the characters he had invented. It was in Samusata that
Mashtots embarked upon the iransiation of the Bible with the collaboration of
two of his disciples, Hovhan from the canton of Ekeghiats and Hovsep from
Paghin. Korioun continues:

“He began o translate the scriptures starting with the proverbs of
Solomon. Selomon at the beginning of his book recommends that one
should familiarize oneself with wisdom saying 'GuGuply qpfuwwm-
il b glupuen, phuGuy Qpuwie FRuldwpry:"? This verse was wril-
ten by the same scribe who also taught the disciples how to write the let-
ters, "1

It is interesting 1o note that the base text of the translation of the
Proverbs is not indicated. Since Samusata was in Syna, under Iranian control,
and since Korioun later mentions that Hovsep and Yeznik were sent to Syria 1o
translate the works of the Synan fathers, one could reasonably assume that the
base text was Syriac. Mashtots and his disciples then retumed to Armenia to
continue the work. Korjoun adds: _

“At that time the blessed and desirable land of Armenia became indeed
marvellous; for through the mwo companions. [Sahak and Mashiois],
arrived suddenly 1o the land Moses the law giver with the group of the
prophets, the proficient Paul with the whole band of aposiles, along with
the world Saving Gospel of Christ. They all spoke Armenian."12

Movses Khorenatsi adds an interesting detail:

“"Mashtots immediately embarked upon the translation, beginning wisely
with the proverbs of Solomon, and all the twenty two canonical books
(agnap)'? and the New Testament.”

I - The Question of Base Text

Itis generally accepted among scholars that there has been at least two
translations of the scriptures into Armenian: the first, done before the ecu-
menical council of Ephesus in 431; and the second, a revision done on the basis
of the manuscripts brought back from Constantinople by the Armenian delega-
tion to the council. If the revision undertaken after 431 was a fundamental one,
as it is gencrally accepted, we need 10 raise the question of textual affinities.
Since the first translation begun in Syria by Mashiots and his disciples, and
completed in Armenia, was from the Syriac and the revision from the Greek,



we need 1o ask ourselves what then the “vorlage” of the Armenian Bible was?

The views of modem scholars vary on this point: there are those who
claim that the first translation was done from the Syriac and then revised on the
basis of the Greek manuscripts brought from Constantinople; others, however,
think that both the translation and the revision were done from the Greek.
Finally, there are some schotars who think that some books were originally
wranslated from the Syriac while others from the Greek, but all were revised on
the basis of the Greek manuscripts after 431,14

The world of scholarship has discovered two different translations of
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, I & 1l Chronicles and Sirach. Generally, scholars
think that one of them represents the first translation made from the S yriac and
the other, the revision from the Greek.!'S The two books of Chronicles have
been the subject of great controversy for a number of years; Khalatiants thinks
that ong of the translations was done before 431 from the Syriac, and the sec-
ond is the revision on the basis of the Greek.!® A. Baumstark and L. Ter-
Petrosian have both studied the Armenian Psalrer and both have come to the
conclusion that there are affinities between the Armenian translation of the
Psalms and the Syriac. But interestingly enough, the list of similarities they
present diverge from one another at a number of points.!” Bo Johnson indicates
that we see affinitics between the Armenian 7 Samuel and the Peshitta. In his
view, one of the best indices for the study of this problem is the change of word
order due 1o the Syriac, '® We also need (o keep in mind the fact that we do not
know if the ext utilized was the Peshirra. 1t could well be an older version as

some scholars think is the case with the New Testament. !

111 - The Nature of the Translation

The Armenian translation of Genesis is a literal translation. My
research, however, has shown that despite the literal character of the transla-
tion, a number of transkation techniques described in modem translation theo-
ry were extensively utilized. The question of analysis, transfer and restructur-
ing from the source language to the receptor language, are transkation tech-
niques which are as old as there have been translations. These translation prin-
ciples and techniques, were often implemented unconsciously, most of which
went on in the mind of the translator(s). The Armenian transators were famil-
iar with the grammatical works of Greek authors and have translated them very
carly on. In the preface to the Commentary on the Octateuch (attributed by the
Armenian manuscripts to Cyril of Alexandria, but which is the work of
Eusehius of Emesa), the author explains that there is nothing more dangerous
than to translate literally - that is word for word, Itis worthwhile to quote a long
passage from this preface, because it indicates the undérstanding of the theory
that lay behind the translation of the Armenian Bible:



“8i 'on veut traduire le sens de toutes les langues avec les mémes mots,
on n'arrivera pas @ exprimer la pensée des mots qui sont dits. En effeq, il
y a beaucoup de mots particuliers & chague langue qui, §'ils demeurent la
ot ils sont, semblent beaux, luminewx, compréhensibles et convenables a
ceux qui en usent, mais si I'on transpose ces mémes mots dans d'autres
langues, ils ne présentent pas bien le sens de la pensée. Nous en trouvons
beaucoup et de toutes sortes dans la langue des Hébreux et dans celle de
leurs voisins, le syriaque. Or, chez les traducteurs de I'AT, on voit beau-
coup d'obscurités chez ceux qui ont traduit d'aprés les mots pour avoir
Vair de faire unc oeuvre plus exacte: dans leur zéle de traduire d'apreés
les mots, ils n’ont pas pris garde 4 la succession des pensées, qui était
gdtée par les mots. C'est le défaws que les savants imputent surtoul 4
Aguila: ne prétendant a rien gu'a traduire et @ sauvegarder les mots tels
guels, il fut, quant & I'expression du sens, jugé défectueux par les aurres
(rraducteurs) qui, sans se soucier d'expliciter (la forme) des vocables, se
sont efforcés d exprimer leur sens avec évidence; ¢'est justement la tout
I'effort de la traduction ... Si l'on ne sé conforme pas a cetie méthode, on
multiplie les difficultés pour les lecteurs, du fait gu'on ne §'exerce pas d
éclaircir la pensée par ['expression ef qu'on impose de force a l'en-
chainement qui Se présente un autre sens que les mols eux-méme ne
sauraient accepler”20.

Even if there are vestiges of Syriac, the Armenian translation of the
Genesis constitutes a synthesis in which the old Syriac “vorlage™ and the Greek
base texts bave been poured into the mold of the Armenian language and cul-
ture, producing a homogenous and uniform text, despite some of the awkward
renderings and semitisms. The language is classical and flowing. Through the
use of various particles, pronouns and adverbs Armenian shows a precision
which is lacking in both the Syriac and the Greek. Often the simple paratax of
the base text is wmed into hypotax. These particles and pronouns are employed
to clarify the logical relationship between the clauses. The temporal and condi-
tional framework has been made explicit 1o indicate as 1o who does what, 10
whom, when and where. These amplifications in the form of explicit and
implicit information have given the translation a special character.

The Armenian translators show no poverty in their use of vocabulary
bul have considerable skill in handling synonyms. They, at least in the
Pentateuch and the New Testament, were well aware of the polysemy of words.
In their desire 10 avoid monotony and to be more precise in giving the seman-
tic content of 4 word, they have rendered one and the same morpheme in the
original, hy more than one equivalent, trying 10 distinguish between the various
connotations of a word according its context. Conversely, because the
Armenian translators were aware of the polysemy of words, the same
Armenian morpheme was used to render several equivalents in the original.
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The Armenian translation of the Bible possesses such characteristics
which guaranteed its successful use from the very beginning. It had a superior
literary quality and a magnificent style. Both catholicos Sahak and Mashtots
were able to give the translation a polished language and an up (o the mark styl-
istic and artistic accoutrement which became the object of imitation by later
authors; 2!

MODERN ARMENIAN TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE

1 - A Brief History

I propose thal in this section we have a look briefly on the history of
the translations of the New Testament and the whole Bible - including the
Deuterocanonicals - during the 19th and 20th centuries both in Eastern and
Western Armenian. We shall start with the Eastern Armenian Translations.

A - Eastern Armenian Translations
1 - The first Eastern Armenian Scripture translation was undertaken
by the Swiss German missionary Rev. A. H. Diutrich from the Basel Mission
who had settied at Shushi, in the mountainous Karabagh Region of Armenia.2?
It is true that Rev, Dittrich swdied Eastern Armenian, but he had at least two
outstanding Armenian co-workers who helped him in his translational endeav-
ors: “Deacon Movses™ (Unyjutu Uwplwiwg ), who helped him in the transla-
tion of the New Testament®® and Rev. Abraham Amirkhaniants, who helped
him revise the New Testament and who later translated the Old Testament. 24
Rev. Diurich and Deacon Movses translated first of all the Gospel of Matthew
from the classical Armenian. This translation was printed in diglot, Grabar and
eastern Armenian in two columns, by the British and Foreign Bible Society
(BFBS), at the Lazarian Institute in Moscow 1831, The title page reads:
Unpp Uibunupad  pun Qwaopbnep:  Qun  fupuquio  Guph
pwﬂ-hfmﬁ‘mpﬁ'wﬁ' Huwlnbipd  Ruviwenuppd  puguigupnmpbudp  p
Fucwwalpug phgmp: P Pagpuglbanpbul wkunl nkuné Bypbduy
wpdwGplupp b wewnniwdwpluy fapogpinup Bobiuwe dupng &
wigliinp: Bwnwolnppmplwl Muupupbul Swyng wnwplywzwnfiy
wlwn@ Utpaltup uppwqui wpgbuyhelpuoup b weigop 1831, p
Unulymf, MID: P opugpuemul Baglpulut  Ghdumabh Shiwupg
L wquupbubg:
“The Holy Gospel according 1o Matthew. According to the authentic old
translation, with a faithful rendering (lit. explanation) into the common
language. During the patriarchate of the worthily elected and Holy
Pontiff and Squire, Lord Yephrem Catholicos of all Armenians. During
the prelature of the follower of the conduct of the apostles, His Grace,
Lord and Squire, Nerses Archbishop of the Armenians dwelling in



Russia. (Moscow, in the printing house of the Armenian School of the
Squires Lazarian, 1831), the Armenian calendar 1280 (+551 = 183]).25

And the complete NT was printed in diglot by BFBS in Moscow 1834,
It was nine years later that the Psalms were translated and printed by BFBS in
Smyma 1843,

The transiation of the NT by Rev. Dittrich and his nalive associates
was revised and reprinted in diglot, with the addition of cross references at the
bottom of each page in Constantinople 1850, 1856 and 1871. It is imponant 1o
note that the translations and their revisions were based upon the classical
Armenian.

Rev. Amirkhaniants, mentioned above, worked as an agent of the
BFBS in Thilissi. He took upon himself the revision of the Psalms printed in
1843 on the basis of the Masora and had it then printed in Constantinople 1879
He subseguently revised the NT, checking it with the Greek oniginal and had it
printed in Constantinople 1882, In 1883 Rev. Amirkhaniants completed the
translation of the rest of the OT from the Masora and the whole Bible was
printed in Constantinople at the end of the same year.2® It is this Bible that has
been reprinted on a good number of times without any revisions. The fact 15 that
this translation has remained more or less fossilized and it is full of archaic
classical constructions, Undoubtedly, this wranslation has its redeeming virtues
because of its textwual base - viz., Hebrew for the OT and Greek for the NT - but
it should be revised o make it readable to the poblic today,

In 1969, with the blessing of his Holiness Catholicos Vazken 1 of all
Armenians, three professors [rom the Theological Academy of Holy
Etchmiadzin; Profs, A. Hadidian, P. Shahpazian and S. Antosian, translated the
four Gospels and the Acts of the Aposties from classical Armenian. The trans-
lation of the N'T was completed by the same team in 1975 and was printed by
the UBS in 1976. | must underline the fact that this was the second translation
of the New Testament officially endorsed and fully financed by the Annenian
Orthodox Church - the first being the Grabar NT translated during the first half
of the fifth century.

The title page reads:

LA GSUGUIBY: Uptbjufugbpt  Gop  pupgiulmphl
Al wnmpladp Smbuptl pluwgpp: Uagp Upon U. Esdpudpi:
NEW TESTAMENT. Eastern Armenian new translation, compared with
the Greek original. The Mother See. Holy Etchmiadzin,

On the back of the title page we read:

<puthubun 8. S. Qwgqlt YUnwpht, Lhfupun b UppwgEugmi
bwpngpprup  DobGuyd  Luyng: (By permission of His Holiness
Catholicos Vazken I of all Armenians).27
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This translation has been reprinted by the UBS several times, the lat-
est being in 1990. The language and style of this NT has been criticized because
all three translators are people who have immigrated 10 Armenia from the
Middle East and are not native Eastern Armenian speakers. The NT has been
recently thoroughly revised, The persons working on the revision are Prof. P.
Shahpazian of the old team, and the Rev. Dr. Manuel Jinbachian, UBS Europe
Middle East Regional Translation Co-ordinator, as the translation consultant.
The revised NT was printed by the UBS in 1992.

After the completion of the translation of the NT in 1975, His
Holiness Catholicos Vazken L, set up a new committee under the chairmanship
of the dean of the Theological Academy in Eichmiadzin, Fr. Dr. Yeznik
Petrossian, to continue with the translation of the OT. The base text for this
translation was to be the Grabar Bible of the Mekhitarist father, Fr. Arsen
Pakradouni, printed in Venice 1860, The translation commitiee was composed
of professors from the Theological Academy, the University and scholars from
the Matenadaran,

Of the members of the translation commitiee, besides Dean Yeznik
Petrossian, 1 should mention the names of Dr. Antranik Zeylounian who trans-
lated the Pentateuch and I-11I Maccabees, Dr. Levon Ter-Petrossyan who
translated the Psalms: Dr. Yervant Melkonian, the editor of the Church month-
ly Etchmiadzin, who translated Ezekiel and the Minor Propheis; Prof. Dr.
Arshalouys Ghazinian who translated the Proverbs, Song of Songs, the Wisdom
of Jesus Ben Sirach and the Wisdom of Solomon; Prof, Dr. Boghos
Khatchaterian who translated the Isaiah, Jeremiah and Lemantations; Prof. Dr.
Pavel Sharapkhanian who transiated Joshua, Judges and Ruth; Prof. Dr. Petros
Petirian who translated Job and Daniel; and the late Prof, Dr. Aram Ter-
Ghevondian who translated [-IV Kings and [-Il Chronicles. Prof. Ter-
Ghevondian had finished the first draft of the six books and the second draft of
I & H Kings when he passed away. His work was completed by Dr, Zeytounian,
To this group joined from the UBS in 1985, the Rev. Dr. Manuel Jinbachian,
as both consultant and exegetical controller, His duty was (o compare the trans-
lation of the OT with the Septuagint. the Peshitto and the Masora, and foot note
the major semantically significant differences between the classical Armenian
and the Masora.

The OT translation, including the deuterocanonical books, was com-
pleted in 1994 and printed by the UBS in 1995. [ should mention the fact that
this is indeed the second official Bible ranslation sanctioned and blessed by the
Armenian Orthodox Church since the first translation under the supervision of
Catholicos Sahak and the learned church doctor Mesrop Mashiots. The transka-
tion of this new Bible was completed and presented to His holiness Vazken 1,
Catholicos of all Armenians, He gave His pfficial blessing and a paternal word,
dated 14 August 1994, which is printed on the second page of the Bible. But
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unforuinately he did not see the printed Bible because he died soon after the end
of the transiation.
The Title page reads:
BUSARL SN GS Wunnkul, SHE & Unp UowlupuiCen, Upkit-
Jufiegbptd  bap  Pupglulmphi, Lpinemapucpmp & e G
o asGsughG Coybpmplwl, Lugp Upan U Ledpudhl 1894 -
g
BIBLE, Old and New Testamenis, New Eastern Armenian Translation,
Published by the Bible Society in Armenia, Mother See Holy Erchmiadzin,
1994,
On the back of the title page we read:
Smadwlun 8 8- Quggltlp Unwpbny, dbfupun bt Uppuqlugni
tnamng pynuf BEGuyl uwgng:
By Permission of His Holiness Vazken I, Catholicos of all Armenians.
There are a number of other translations done in Eastern Armenian by
individuals of parts of the scriptures - such as, Perj Proshian who translated the
four Gospels in 1884; Galoust Ter-Mekertchian who translated Matthew 1-5
sometime at the tum of the century; Tirayr Ter-Hovhannisian who ranslated
the Acts, Romans and Galatigns during 1927-1928. The works of the three

above mentioned translators are still in manuscript form 28

B - Western Armenlan Translations
I - The first modern Western Armenian translation of scriptures was
that undertaken by Fr. Hovhannes Zohrabian of the Mekhitarist Order of
Venice. In 1821 he started 1o translate some familiar OT stories into modem
Western Armenian from the classical language. He continued to translate the
four Gospels. He was encouraged in his endeavors by the BFBS and he finished
the translation of the NT in 1825. This translation was ¢hecked by the French
scholar J. Saint-Martin and printed the same year in diglot (Grabar/westem
Armenian) by the BFBS in Paris 2% It was reprinted after some minor revisions
in diglot, and the translated text alone in Paris 1828, The title page reads:
Sthun Ulkpry BRUONID ROPUSIUN  Lnp bunulpupulp: mupunts’
Rurywamupedmmliwdp Aflune qrier Rugbipk @ jouwd [hqmG puip-
dmwd. Luwn JuGnpry Fngliulp Luwnwmaglyng: Uapewmaupprplwdp
S8 BnyAubblu Qwppugbnh Lofiputliud YnuwmuGylmyopvbgin:
Cplpnpn g pmpele qpupantc qui: 1828-INILE, h OUNNE,
b Supuputp SnGnth Spppt:
The New Testament of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. Translated faithfully
from the Grabar into the modern spoken language. Upon the request of
the pious believers, With the diligent labor of Father Hovhannes Var-
dapet Zohrapian of Constantinople. Second printing without the grabar
1828 (1277 + 551 = 1828), Paris, In the printing press of Dondé Dupré.
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He embarked upon the translation of the OT soon after the revision
and reprinting of the NTT, but his death put an end o his work. His language is
full of dialectal and awkward forms, with a strong Grabar and Middie
Armenian influence.

Benjamin Barker, the BFBS agent in Smyma, wrote in his report of
1828, that

“the learned Armenian clergy and laymen find the style o low... but...
instead of the work being faulty, it is commendable, on that account, as
the women and less instructed portion of the Armenian nanion will be
able to understand it."3?

2 - Zohrabians NT wanslation was revised by J. B. Adger, an
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions missionary (hence-
forth ABCFM), and printed in two volumes in Smyma 1841 and 1842 and in
one volume in 1842. In the annual report of the Prudential Committee of the
ABCFM we read :

“A new translation, on the basis of Zohrab's, was made at Smyrna, by
Armenian scholars, under the superintendence of Mr. Adger, assisted in
two or three of the Epistles by Mr. Dwight. It was printed at Smyma, in
the year 1840, at the expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society. ~31

John B. Adger was the first ABCFM missionary who studied senious-
ly the classical Armenian Bible text. He had compared the classical Anmenian
NT text with the Greek original and had found it extremely faithful. In 1843,
he assumed responsibility for the publication of Armenian scriptures at the pus-
sionary press in Smyma. When he was asked 1o prepare the above mentioned
revision of Zohrabian's NT, because he was greatly impressed by the skills of
the fifth century Armenian translators, he wrote to the Prudential Committee of
the ABCFM the following report:

“If possible 1 would wish to avoid the necessity of giving offense to the
nation by altering their old version, a version for which they entértain
feelings of the deepest veneration, and one which well deserves their
‘esteem ... Excepting some interpolations by subsequent copyists, none of
which however are of a serious nature, the version is iruly admirable. "2

The names of the two Armenian scholars who worked with Mr. Adger
are mentioned, in the following Annual Report (1845, 86-87), as being Baron
Sarkis and Mr. Mugurdich Thomasian. Baron Sarkis is most probably Sarkis
Varjabed Hovhannessian, about whom he says:

“There are few of his countrymen who equal him in Armenian scholar-
ship; and I do not know of one who joins to so much power gver his own
language an equal acquaintance with the English »33
And concerning Mr. Thomasian he adds: "He was also my chief assistant in
revising the translation of the New Testament: and he was at work , up to the
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time of his departure from Smyrna, upon a transtation of the Old Testament
into Modern Armenian from the Turkish of Mr. Goodell. "3

1. The Psalms were translated under the supervision of Mr. H. G. O.
Dwight from the Masora into modem Westem Armenian and was printed in
Smymna 1840. A second edition of the same translation was revised by Mr.
Adger, with the help of Sarkis Hovhannessizan, and was printed in Smyma 1843
by ABS.33

4 - The Zohrabian NT that Mr. Adger revised in 1842, was revised a
second time under the supervision of H. G. O. Dwight and H. A. Homes, with
the collaboration of the Armenian scholars. and printed in 1849. At the bottom
of each page the textual variants from the Greek original were foot noted *6

5 - Other Attempted Translations: There were a number of other trans-
lations of both the NT and the whole Bible from the classical Armenian. A cer-
tain Zenop of Erzeroum translated the NT and it was printed by the BFBS in
Smyma 1841, We find a reference (o a translation of the OT undertaken by
Bishop Dionysus Kamapetian in Malta. The publishing committee of the
ABCEM decided to print this translation after comparing it with the Masora in
1831, There is, however, no further information as 10 what happened to this
eranslation, all we know is that it was never printed

6 - In 1838 Dr. Elias Riggs moved from Greece to Constantinople and
was put in charge of the Armenian Bible translation project in the beginning of
the forties of the last century. Till then there was Zohrabian's twice revised NT
translation, Zenop's NT translation and Ardzrouni's NT translation/revision, all
from the Grabar. We soon see 4 change in the translation and publishing poli-
cies of both the ABCFM and the Bible Societics (both BFBS and ABS). It was
decided that the new translations were to be undertaken from the original lan-
guages - viz., Greek and Hebrew.

To be able to supervise the translation into Armenian of the OT in a
satisfactory manner, Dr. Riggs decided to leamn modern westem Armenian
thoroughly 38 His teacher was an Ammenian Evangelical pastor, Rev.
Mugurdich Kirechian, whom we have mentioned above. He was a greal
Armenian scholar and grammarian; he prepared the first grammar of Westerm
Armenian (Bliplplmp el Bppuwpfupup Ligmp), which later served as the
grammatical guide of the new Bible wanslation. According to Kourian this
grammar antedated the critical grammar of Fr. A. Aydenian (<. U.
UgunpGhwt, ReGwipul Rbpulubmppc)? Dr. Riggs was well versed in
classical and modem Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, Turkish and a number of other
languages besides Western Armenian 40

When he had mastered Armenian he embarked upon the translation of
the OT. Under his general supervision, Andreas Papazian, Avetis Ter-
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Sahakian, and Senekerim Ter-Minassian underiook the translation of the OT.
The mechanics of the translation was as follows: the three Armenian translators
produced the first draft from a French or an English base text, comparing it with
the Grabar; afterwards, Dr. Riggs checked the draft against the Hebrew origi-
nal and produced a second draft; this second draft was sent to Armenian schol-
ars for their evaluation and comments on linguistic and stylistic questions. By
this method Dr. Riggs was able o force the Armenian translators o clean their
language and reduce individual stylistic peculiarites.

The translation principles to be followed were:

i) The translation was (o be faithful to the original languages.

ii) Proper names - €.g., names of persons, Wponyms, rivers, names of
heavenly bodies and animals - would be rendered as found in the classical
Armenian.

iii} Provide footnotes, wherever it was felt necessary, o make the
translation comprehensible to the readers.

In the Thirty seventh Annual Report of the ABCFM we read:

“Mr. Riggs is making progress in the translation of the Old Testament
from the original Hebrew into the modern Armenian, and it is propased
to print the version in numbers, as il is already, in order o make it the

sooner available for the instruction of the people.” !

The translation and revision of the OT was completed in 1849, It was
printed in four parts starting with the Pentatench between 1849 and 1852, Thus,
the actual translation and revision of the whole Bible lasted from 1842-1849
some seven years. The complete Bible in modem western Armenian was final-
Iy printed, in one volume for the first time in Smyma, in May 1853 and New
York by ABS in 1858.42

This transiation continued to be printed for three decades. In 1883-
1884 a revision was deemed necessary. This revision was headed by Matatia
Garagashian, a man who loved the Grabar and tried to take the translation back
to the classical level. The whole process of revision failed. A second revision
was attempted towards the end of the 19th century (1898) and had the same fate
as the previous one. Thus, the translation of 1853 was printed with minor lin-
guistic revisions for almost 126 years, The translation is basically a very liter-
al one, it is quite concordant in rendering of its Hebrew and Greek "vorlage".
One can notice here and there the influence of the classical Armenian.

The criticism often leveled against this transiation by modern
Armenian scholars and linguists that its language and style leave much to be
desired is only partially true but cannot be accepted at its face value. These crit-
ics, | am afraid, exhibit a short sightedness that shows their ignorance about the
linguistic background and historical circumstances under which the translation
was undertaken, Adger has the following testimony on the state of the vernac-
ular spoken in Constantinople and Smyrma at that time:
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“The popular language of the Armenians was Very much corrupted by
being mixed with Turkish words, and these Sarkis,®3 like every other
intelligent Armenian, abhorred. They were so marny badges of his peo-
ple’s ignorance and servitude to the Moslem. That the vocabulary of mod-
ern Armenian should widen, as well as become purified, if education was
10 make any progress amongst the people, was just such a necessity as
had been felt amongst the Greeks... Their language must have words dug
out from the disuse of centuries under whose ruins they were lying
huried.. Sarkis knew this, so did all the few intelligent scholars that

remained amongst them. "

It was this Bible translation that formed the foundation of modemn
western Armenian. In the conflict between the *Grabarophiles” and the
" Ashkharhabarophiles”, this Bible translation contributed toward the final tri-
umph of the vernacular as "the literary language.” Cyrus Hamlin wrote:

“The idea of translating the Bible into such a language (i.e., the vernac-
wlar) was ridiculed. There was a very imperfect translation of the New
Testament [probably referring to Zohrabian's translation of 1825], and
it was referred 1o with contempt..When the Bible and Bible teaching
enter the language takes on new meaning, grows with spiritual and moral
forces...The modern Armenian is now holly transformed: it has become a
beautiful and cultivated language."*

Upon the publication of the one volume Bible, Garabed Utujian, the
editor of Massis, wrote in 1853: “henceforth by reading the Western Armenian
Bible our people will learn how to speak and write their mother tongue." 4

7 - In 1978 the UBS undertook a revision of the above translation. The
linguistic and grammatical aspect of the work was entrusted to Mr. Benyamin
Jamkochian and the exegetical part to Manuel Jinbachian, then Dean of
Haigazian College in Beirut, Lebanon, The NT with the Psalms was printed in
Beirut in 1980 and the whole Bible in 1981. The revision tried 1o smoothen out
some of the linguistic and grammatical awkwardnesses of the translation. We
¢an qualify it as acceptable but not fully satisfactory.

£ - There were two translations that were undertaken from the Hebrew
and Greek originals during the 19th and 20th centuries that we need to mention
before embarking on the history of the other modem translations from the
Girabar. In 1847 the Psalms were translated by an Armenian under the supervi-
sion of an American Episcopal Bishop H. Southgate and printed in London by
the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge. In 1913 the Gospe! of
Mark was translated into the Zeitoun dialect under the supervision of ABCFM
missionaries and printed by the ABS. 47

9 - Besides the above mentioned translations, [ would like to list the
following transkations that had the classical Armenian as “vorlage™
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a) Hovhannes Hyunkyarbeyendian, New Testament of our Lord Jesus
Christ, done in Constantinople towards the end of the 19th century and the
information is found in the archives (1882) of the Armenian Patriarchate in

Constantinople. *
b) Vahan Ter-Minasian, western Armenian Gospel and explanation
according 1o the docwrine of the Holy Armenian Church (Constantinople

189449

¢) Alexianos Sirounian (Guezubeyukian), The Gospels or The New
Testament with the Armenian original and its translation into modem westem
Armenian; with introductions, explanation, geographic and historic informa-
tion: Part 1, Saint Marnhew (Constantinople 1902); Part 1l Saint Mark
(Constantinople 1905); Part Ii1, Saint Luke (Constantinople 1908); Pant IV,

Saint John (Constantinople 1906).5

d) Archbishop Karekin Khachadourian, The Bible, the NT of Jesus
Christ, pictorial, compared with other translations, from Grabar (Buenes Ayres
1943) (reprinted in Beirut 1979).

On page 807 the translator states thal the translation was done from
the Girabar and he has consulted the following transiations:

New Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ, translated from the Greek onig-
inal into western Armenian (Beirut, The Bible Society, 1925); The New
Testament J. Moffatt (London); The Complete Bible, an American trans-
lation; The New Testament E. J. Goodspeed (Chicago); The Expositor’s
Greek Testament, vol. [V, by diverse authors (Michigany; The Beginning
of Christianity, The Acts of the Apostles, ed. F. J. Foakes Jackson &
Kirsopp Lake (London 1922); La Sainte Bible selon la Vulgate par I'ab-
bé J.-B. Glaire (Paris 1901); Worterbuch zum Neuen Testament, Walier
Bauer (Gottingen 1928).

Reading the translation now, one feels that the translator was ahead of
his time; even today the translation is regarded by many a5 being too far from
the original. In fact, he was trying o implement many of the translation princi-
ples and technigues we follow today. The language is beautiful western
Armenian and is quite functional in translation principles.

&) New Testament, The Four Gospels and the Acts of the Aposties,
translated from the Grabar with annotations by Fr. Karekin Karanfilian (Cairo
1950).

In the introduction we read: _

“I have used as base text the choice edition of Zohrabian. In my transla-
tion I have Iried 1o reconstruct conscientiously the original of the classi-
cal Armenian rendering, by comparing each word and paragraph with
the Greek original.”

Heghusa.gamaimuuducﬁon 1o the NT and then introdugtions o
cach Gospel and Acrs. He also provides section headings and some foomotes.
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The translation is very literal and.the language good westermn Armenian,

f) Fr. Srabion Oulouhodjian, The Gospel of Jesus Christ, translated
from Grabar and compared with the Greek original (Venice 1952).

Tt has been reprinted in 1960. In the introduction he says that he has
used Pakradouni's 1860 edition as base text and has compared it verse by
verse, with the Greek original.

g) Patriarch Shenork Kaloustian, The Gospel According 10 Matthew,
wranslated from the Grabar and compared with the Greek original and other
translations (Istanbul 1966Y; The Gospel According to Mark (Istanbul 1966);
The Gospel According to Luke (Istanbul 1966): The Gospel According 1o John
(Istanbul 1967). The four Gospels were reprinted in one volume (Beirut 1979).
In the introduction of the one volume ¢dition, the translator says he has used
the Girabar as base text, without mentioning which edition. He also says that he
has consulted the Greek original, the English translations of the Vulgate and
Peshitto. The translator has provided section headings and some footnotes. It is
an excellent western Armenian but is basically a literal translation.

h) Fr. Mesrop Jourian, New Testament, @ western Armenian
Translation (Beirut 1981).

It is a beautiful printing with an ¢xcellent introduction (o the NT, with
full color artwork by an Armenian artist, section headings, cross references and
footnotes. At the end there is a section of readers helps dealing with the syn-
optic problem, the parables of Jesus, the miracles of Jesus, a list of important
subjects, Sunday and feast day readings during the Mass, a chronological table
of the history of Palestine from 65 to 135, three color maps, and a table of con-
tents. It is good western Armenian but remains on the literal level of transla-
tion.

i) In 1981 appeared the western Armenian adaptation of the 1975
Eichmiadzin (eastern Armenian) translation of the New Testament under under
the supervision of His Beatitude Patriarch Yeghishé Derderian of Jerusalem
and printed by the UBS. The title page reads:

LN USLGUIUY, Uplitorufupbptl Gop pupglulmppl Fudl-
Wuenmplwp EmCuptt pGugphl: Bpmuwnby, yuput Uppng Sw-
Ynpbubg, Uuwnmwbuwonbyp Upugkuy CGhbpmpht, 1951. NEW TES-
TAMENT, New Translation into western Armenian, Compared with the
Greek Original. Jerusalem, St. James Press, UBS 1951,

On the back of the ttle page it reads:

By permission of His Holiness Catholicos Vazken | of all Armenians;
During the patriarchate of His Beatitude Archbishop Yeghishé Derderian
of Jerusalem,

At the back of the book on page 758, there is a statement which looks
like being a reproduction of the statement found in the ¢astern Armenian,
explaining who were the translators, what is the base text and what other ver-

278



sions have been consulted. The language is beautiful weslern Armenian, a very
literal translation but exegetically it leaves much to be desired in a number of
places.

i) The Sunday Readings from the Bible (Anelias 1984), I is the
Sunday and feast day lectionary of the Armenian Church. It was translated by
Bishop Zarch Aznavourian, Fatber Oshagan Choloyan, and Dr. Manuel
Jinbachian as the translation consultant. The purpose of starting with the lec-
tionary was that since the readings during the liturgy of the church are done
from the classical Anmenian, in the hope that the congregation would be able
to understand what is read by following the transiation. The language of the
Sunday Lectionary is superb westem Armenian®! and follows the “Functional
Equivalent Translation Principle.”52

The title page reads:

Ghrlibh orrah QUSAKGERSLIR LMY CLebranhtruer
Upnp Ualowpbupup Rupgdulmphil): punupeimppt Uk
Swih Uy phpry uponplmunp b, qapdulgmpbudp | ppwfuby O
Dpng Colbpmplbwl (LGphpuwa 18854):

SUNDAY READINGS FROM THE BIBLE, modern western Armeénian
translation. Publication of the Catholicosate of the Greater House of
Cilicia, in cooperation with the Bible Society in Lebanon (Antelias 1984).

In the forward, His Holiness Catholicos Karekin 11 of Cilicia explams
what is the lectionary, in what manner the cooperation with the UBS devel-
oped, how translation and review commiltees were set up and what are the
translation principles that were followed.

On page 11, there is a statement about the translation. It reads:

“The translation is based on the grabar ori ginal; for the OT we have
compared it with the Septuagint and the Hebrew Masoratic text, and for
the NT with the critical Greek rext. We have also consulted the Latin vul-
gate, French, English, ltalian, modern Greek and various Armenian
translations.”

And at the end we find the following bibliography:

Unomudusomby Vannbwl Lp6 b Yop Wnwlpupubug puet 826
pupglubmpbul GQufullug Jipng, Lwdwwmpbudp bpmajudud
bt pmGulpu® pGugmug (pe wupuapmphil) dpsiGa 1828; SEPTU-
AGINTA id est Vetus Testamentum graece iuxta LXX interpretes, edidit
Alfred Rahlfs, 2 vols., (Stuttgart 1935); BIBLIA HEBRAICA, ed. R. Kitiel
et. al. (Stutrgart 1968); THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT, ed K. Aland, M.
Black et al, third cd. (UBS 1980).

At the back of the book, there is a table of content, then a list of all the
scriptural readings from the OT, the Deuterocanonicals and the NT, followed
by four maps. The book has beautiful artwork and a full color cover.

k) During the eightics of the currenl century We come across (wo
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translations of the Psalms of David both of which are from the Grabar, The first
is one done by & Mekhitarist father, H. O, Sekoulian, printed in Vieana 1987.
In the Prologue he states:
“This translation was done semi-freely. It does nol pursue scientific
ends. The critical translations that have appeared in German, French,
English. Greek and Latin have been consulted, but we have kept as our
base text the Armenian Bible of Mesrapian translation - i.¢., the classi-
cal Armenian 1ext.”

Then the translator goes on 10 give twenty nine topics for prayer and
the corresponding Psalm for that occasion. The language is heavy and the
attempt 1o produce poetry somewhal forced.

The second translation is by Archbishop Shahé Adjemian of
Jerusalem. It is from the Grabar edition of the Psalms prinied in Jerusalem
1868. It has a long introduction explaining the meaning of the Psalms and their
place in the church's liturgical life. It was printed in Jerusalem 1989 with the
Grabar and Ashkharhabar texts on facing pages. It has a beautiful artwork and
is a superb production. I had a chance to read it superficially, I am in no posi-
tion to express a leamned opinion on it. All 1 want to say is that it is a literal
translation of the classical Armenian Lext.

10 - The New Testament, in modem western Armenian, translated by
the same team as the Lectionary above. This time the group of translators
decided to use as base text the UBS Greek New Testament third edition, and the
classical Armenian Bible as a reference, It follows the same translation princi-
ples as the Lectionary. The NT was printed in 1993 and the title page reads:

Uuwnnewaduspmbs, YOP USUWALURY, Bhurmiu Rppunnup, Unp Uz-
uipfupap Bupgluimpbudp, Lwiltduwompludp 8mi wplih &
Qpupupp (Rippypan 1993). Bible, THE NEW TESTAMENT of Jesus
Christ, New Vernacular Translation, compared with the Greek and
Classical Armenian (Antelias 1993).

On the back of the title page it reads:

b, WlhO.8.8. Quplight R wpngpypup, Ukdh Swib Y-
Lubny & prsoapuclmppn@’ Utdh SwGl Upyhyhny tapng plpmumpmpliut-
Qnpduchgnpludp’ Lppwlbuwbp U. Hpng CCybpmplu: By Permission
of His Holiness Karekin Il Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, A
Publication of the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia with the
collaboration of the Bible Society in Lebanon.

This publication has a preface composed of several parts: it starts by
explaining the translation principles, methodology, language level, choice of
base text, and an ¢xplanation on the reader’s belps included. The preface is fol-
lowed by a general introduction to the NT and its various divisions, The intro-
duction is followed by a table of abbreviations and a table of signs and sym-
bols, Fach book of the NT has a separate introduction and on each page one can
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find footnotes and cross references. At the end there are several appendices:
there is a glossary list, explaining the most difficult and technical words, a
chronology of the Old and New Testamenis, a table showing the harmony of the
Synoptic Gospels and John, tables showing the parables and the miracles of
Jesus, there are four maps and a table of contents. This is the first NT published
which has reader’s helps.

Once again | must draw the atiention of the readers o the fact that this
is the first New Testament translation in modern western Armenian that the
Armenian Orthodox Church has officially sanctioned and blessed.

11 - Concluding Remarks

Up till the eightics of the nincteenth century we sec the conflict
between the "Grabarophiles” and the “Ashkharhabarophiles™ mge fiercely.
There were those who insisted upon writing only in the spoken language of the
people, the vermacular. Opposed 1o the above were the “Grabarophile™ party
who tried to beautify the spoken language by lacing it with classical Armenian
style and phraseology. Ultimately the "Ashkharhabarophile” party carried the
day. We must be honest and accept the fact that Grabar had its great charm and
has often left its imprint on the various translations done up tll the last quarter
of the nineteenth century, and even subsequently.

Most modern Armenian translations are quite literal and, therefore,
often unclear, misleading and unnatural, The exceptions are the wanslation of
the New Testament done by Archbishop Karckin Khachadourian, the Patriarch
of Constantinople,3 the Sunday Readings from the Bible, translated by Bishop
7. Aznavourian, Bishop Oshagan Choloyan and Rev. Dr. Manuel Jinbachian, >4
and the New Testament in modem western Armenian, translaied by the same

group as the previous.5S These three translations try 1o give the contextual
meaning of a given morpheme over against its lexical meaning. In the case of
the last two, in particular, I would say that they are both irying 1o give seman-
tically the closest natural equivalent rendering and do not try to be concordant
in the translation of one and the same Greek morpheme. Moreover, the last
wanslation is not afraid to make explicit certain information and to leave other
information implicit, and is courageous enough 10 change nominal construc-
tions to verbal ones in order to communicate the message.

NOTES

1, On the date and circumstances of the conversion see L. M. Chaument, Recherches sur
I'histoire d'Arménie, Paris, 1969, p. 131-164: Fr. Toumnebize, Histoire politique et
religieuse de I'Arménie, Pasis, 1910, p. 400-462; L. Ducheane. The early History of
the Chitrch, vol. III, London, 1924, pp. 366-36%, B. 1. Kidd, A History of the Church,
vol. TT1, Oxford, 1922, pp. 419-420; J. R. Palanque, “L'expansion Chretiénne, I: Les
&glises des royaomes &' Extreme Oricut”, in Fliche et Martin, Hisioire de U'dglise, L
3. Paris, 1936, p. 430; M. Ormanian, Azgapatoum, vol. 1, Istanbul, 1912, pp. 71-118;
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and H. Manandian, Kennakan Tesoutioun Hay Joghovendi Parmoutian, vol. 1L p. 1,
Yerevan, 1957, pp. 116-128.

2. Phaustos Buzand says that Catholicos Nerses the Great “Established in varous local-
ities schools in Greek and Synac, in all the cantons of Armenia.” See. Phaustos
Buzandatsve Patmoutioun Hayots, Venice, 1933, Bic IV, ¢h, 4. cf Agathangegha
Patmoutioun Hayots, Vardapetoutioun Serbouyn Grigori, Yerevan, 1983, p. 438, In
southern and eastern provinces bordering Iran ind Syria, where Christianity had pen-
etrated from the south, through missionaries coming from Edessa and Nisibis, the
language of the liturgy and tnstruction was Syriac. In the west and north;, in the
provinces bordering the Eastern Roman Empire, where Christianityhad penetrated
from Caesaria, Sebastia an Melitine, it was Greek. On the two curfents see N.
Adonts, Armenia in the Period of Justinian, Lisbon, 1970, pp. 270-275; E. Ter-
Minassiants, “Die armenische Kirche in ihren Beziehungen zu den syrieschen
Kirchen " in Texte und Undersuchungen, Band XXV1, Leipzig. 1904, 5. 1-29; and G.
Garitte, “La narratio de Rebus Armeniae,” Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum orien-
tatium, vol. 132, sub. 1. 4, Louvain, 1967, p. 73-102, .

3, Ghazar Pharpetsvo Patmoutioun Hayors. Tought ar Vaban Mamikonian, Yerevan,
1982, ch 10. Buzand, Bk [T, ¢h, 13.

4. On the invention and date of the Armenian alphabet, see J. Marquart, “Uber das
armenische Alphabet in Verbindung mit der Biographie des hl. Maschtotz,” w. A.
Vardanian, Handes Amsorya, vol. XXV, Vienna, 1911, pp. 529-544, 673-684,
XXVI, Vienna 1912, pp. 41-54, 199-216, 657-666, 742-750, P. Pecters, “Pour 1*his-
toire des origines de 1'alphabet arménien,” Revie des Etudes Arménien, 1 IX, Paris,
1929, p. 203-237; A. Hovhanissian, “L’alphabet arménien et son action historique,”
Revue des Erudes Arméniennes, Nouvelle Série, v II, Paris, 1965, p. 361-373; H.
Manandian, “Hay gereri giudi tarethevi hartsi shoorch,” Mesrop Mashtots, Yerevan,
1962, pp. 85-116; R. Grousset, Histoire de I'Arménie, des origines & 1071, Paris,
1947, pp. 171-177.

5. Of the redactions of Koriun's biography of Mesrop Mashiots, the longer seems (o be
more original. For a German translation see S. Weber, Konun, “Koriun:
Beschreibung des Lebens und Sterbens des hl. lehrers Mesrop,” in the series
Bibliotek der Kirchenviiter, Ausgewihlete Schriften armenischer kirchenviter, ed.
O. Bardenbewere et al., Band LVIL, Munchen, 1927, 5. 196-232; Emin has translat-
ed the shorter redaction into French, see Langlois, pp. 9-16. For a French translation
of Pharpetsi; see ibid pp. 253-368 and for that of Korenatsi, ibid, p. 43-252. Foran
English translation of Khorenatsi, see R. W. Thomson, Moses Khorenatsi, History of
the Armenians, Cambridge, 1978.

6. Arami, the land of the Arameans, now Syria. In Edessa was the famous school known
as "the school of the Persians." Rabula (Pufoviol), the bishop of the city from 411-
435, was a great champion of the school, See A. Vidbus, “History of the School
ofNisibis,”" Corpus Seriptorum Christianorum Orientalium, vol. 266, subs.L 26,
Louvain, 1965, p. 9, note 13. The school was famous for the teaching of the art of
calligraphy.

7. Abeghian corrects as Rabulas, see M. Abeghan, Koriun, Vark Mashiorsi, Cairo, 1954,
p. 109, note 63. See also note 62,

8. Koriun, ch 7.

9. Op. cit,, ch. 8; Pharpetsi, ch. 10; Khorenatsi, Bk. I, ch. 53 says that Hrophanos was
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skilled in Greek calligraphy.

10. “To know wisdom and instruction, and to perceive words of understanding.”
Proverbs, 1.1 in the Armenian, 1.2 in the original

11. Koriun ch. 9, Cf. Khorenatsi, Bk 11, ch. 53,

12, Koriun, ¢h 11,

13, On jusgenp see Ho S. Anassian, Haykakan Matenagitoutioun, vol. 1, Yerevan, 1959,
cols. B98-910. Thomson in his transiatiem of Khorenatsi, wrongly translates
JupnGpul by “famous”. The information given by Khorenatsi about the twenty two
canonical books, indicate thal in the first translation there were no
Deuterocanonicals. The Syriac did not oniginally have the Deuterocanonicals; they
were added during the revision on the base of the Septuagint. see A. Baumstark,
Geschichte der syrischen Literatar, mit Ausschluss der chnslich-paliistinensischen
Texte, Bonn, 1922, 2sqq.; R. Duval, La literature syriague, Paris, 1907, p. 30; S.
Jellicoe, The Sepruaging and Modern Study, Oxford, 1968, p. 246; H. B. Swete, The
Old Testament in Greek according 0 the Septusgint, Cambridge, 1887-1894, pp.
220-222; Vardanian, pp. 385-428; H. S. Anassian, Haykakan Matenagitoutioun, vol.
H, Yerevan, 1976, cols. 311-314; and H. Melkonyan. “Astvatzashenchi asoreren yev
hayeren largmanoutiounneri patmoutiounits”, Echmiadzin, Ecmiadzin, 1966, no. 11-
12, pp. 42-45.

14. There are those who think that there have been three translations, such as H. Ajarian,
“Timotheos Kouz yev Soorb Gerki Noraber Targmanoutiounk,” Shoghakar, vol. I,
Vagharshapat, 1913, pp. 1:22; Johnson. “Asmenian biblical traditions in comparison
with the Vulgste and Sepluagint,” Medieval Armenian Culture, University of
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hamematoutiamp hounaren benagrerou, Jerusulem, UBS, 1981.

12. Fr. Mesrop Jourian, Nor Ketakaran [New Testament], Beirut, 1981,
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Cuwn Ynppu Gh, onpbiGughh B Gwpwytighh wnibwbpnl’ hwbptl wypmptGh gh-
ki bup Uwinuwnh dte bpop uluwe buybptl wewyhb pupqiwlmppip Suymowdu-
snufighli, npm it qquih lp Gl wanbgmpl GGLpP wunpbptEhi b jmbw ptGhG, npnbg
uhgpGonphp ophGwyGtph oquiwgnpambgul pupgiubniptiul hwdwp: Wumbwinbnd,
nuutlju hujbptGhi: qrupuiphl thqniwlws Gymlinppp b wenp fwulplyGlpnt, nbi-
pwlnG0bpoy b Gwhpw)itpa pbpugh qopdwoniphtlp, twliwwbny hndwGhpGbpm w-
nwn oguiwgnpomuip mnhd JuGynigh; glintigym phill dp Ghupnubwd wiu pupgiiwGn-
phiwG, np wwuGhply nuip diwg hpdip hiug huswsaphl, Bytinkighht b hngfihG:

Lwquip hGGhwphtp upumBhGGRG Ep np Lhwnun Jaqgtl UnwehGh hpwhwG-
gny, gnympliwG Ynymbgui pupgiwGiulub pubdGwunip dp. np 197506 hp wiwpwpG
hwugntg wpbtbuhuwtptl puipgiwlniphilp Lap b w6 hpdGnitynd hhlighipnpn
pupn gpupwpbwb dwyp ophlwlhl dow) by gnubptl ulgpGwnphiphG. plujtntin wju
qnpop Buwfunprwd Yo quitp WL Hhpphiul, qipdwG dhupnbup dp. Unjutu Uwipljuitgh
bt M, Uppwhw WdhphuuGbwlgh 1831p0 pupqiubud Tonp bt <P Wypralpuaepuuei it
o Uwiluagl 1975p plupguwGnipp Gl Llipuljy dlug plifimnuunnpbw, npnhtut
yuGdGwhunuiphl winwatiptl - Uppmb Lwinjunbiwbp, Twpgta Cruhwuqbwip ta Uwd-
mity UGpnubwiip - b ny dthp wphibpuhug tp dGmGnny te Yuginapnuing: by np wy
pliup hpwlwbniphiGp wptabpohw) wu qnpdhli nupugpnpting wiwpupl tp np db-
hwthin uwjpwubep Yuqitg Gop juGsGupuniip dp. np bl mlbGwpny UluppupbituG
hwyp Wput G PugpunniGhh gpupwp Usypsichuegneligy’ wigun ganoh bt 19940 wup-
wnbg wpbitipuhuwgtpt 6 pupgiwGnph 6 wnp: Bwgnpn wuwph, 1995hG6. tnuymbgua gap-

Uphitbipuhugg wjs pupgiwbnphil (itpt willpuu Yol wlputhl pu ﬁqﬁmﬁ_mptuﬁ-
Gtipp Nhpd Nnnpbwh. Gwinun Stp UypungbwGh, ta Shpagp Stp Snyhwbihubwh.
npnlp hunnoudGp b Bap Gyedupui wrruydd 4p dGwl whnhiug

Uupnuaduymilih wpbudunwhwbpkah winiughitl pupgiutiiyl o Uluhpupbiwl
Sn(hwbiGtu dpn. Qnhpugbwlp, apmd 1821h0 swpglwlud Yap byualupule 182516
{nju wbuwn gpuipwphl s phdwniupun: tiptip mwph bop pyu wbitnu w2 fuwphwpap
pupgiwGmpbi wnwilahG: Lyl wwphb wliflyw dbnbwplby wiptadinihwj wzjuwp-
hwpwp pupgiwinphwi Ll Yyl @ Gt wusljung tipuihit SahG lnw wp-
by qnpdh wipangwlwh wipmh6 b g pniphiud: f_lfihnmu;hwﬁb Wy puopquiu-
GruppGa tp, o, vwlusyG, Jhniuguhl Gunwpnuwd Gung sip uppgpmipaGtpny ynyuhl
wpnthgui Wdkphlybw Mopup hupnwpitptl twlpph Yonil: Wyl pupguwlniphiil
h dtipony Ubpuwh6 bGpwplmbgu uppuRnpbus b Jtpunbumplint Snuwgp b ndu
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w Wht Bopph 6te: UhGk 1979 wiu pupgdwnphubd tp op gipwnymbigw puqiwph
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juwslbpymah:
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Gwlwh pupqiwinpbwil mhpumupulnipbwlp Bap Yypulupadhi, npad |bgnw-
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qnpdm (nju whuwe 198 hi:
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UmppGGtipp <Al ae Yage Gipalpupablipn G, B wlinlig Yupg 8p hwonuwdGipmG: Wu-
ujtu’ 184700 Vwgdnuuagp. 1882h6° SnfhwlGte <mbppwpytbimtubh bap -
Juadiy, 189400 dwhwG Stp UhGwubwGh Tap by, 1902-1906h0° Uhipupwing
UhpneGtiwlh (toghtojhiptanth) Pnpu Uilignapubltmm, b 191306 wy Uikgrupud
paip Ywphnupl QL gprilh puppunny, ptytnts, whing t Gb op, wenbgst ndwbp Yp
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fuwphwpwp pupgiwinppibp Swpbight Upp. vwswnmpbwbh, b Jhpumymbgun
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1987h0 ki twhih dte Ulehpuiptin Utipm bl Mwpnwwbinh puipgdw G pliup |n)-
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORDS
(V)

(SUMMARY)

ANTRANIG GRANIAN

This is the fourth instalment of a series of articles dedicated to the analysis of
the content and meaning of certain Armenian words which are related to the spiritual
and religious life of man, to his various forms and expressions of belief and credo,
church and rites, his spiritual and ethical life, emotions and dedication, 10 his various
means of expression of good and evil, of salvation and morality, and of his meaning
and inference of the natural and supematural. In this respect the words of prime im-
portance and their derivations as dealt with in the article are:

1. Kron (religion); kronaver (man of religion).

2. Oukht (vow); oukhiaver (pilgrim).

3. Ararich (creator).

4. Pashtel (1o worship); pashron (function, service), pashtamounk (ceremony).

5. Yekeghetzi (church), yekeghetzakan (eclesiastics).

6. Tadjar (cathedral); mehyan (temple); bagin (altar).

7. Avetaran (gospel); avetaranakan (Evangelical).

8. Karoz (sermon); karozich (preacher).

9. Hogi (soul); hogevarakanoutioun (clergy).

10, Shounch (breath, spirit).

11. Hamaynk (community).

12. Karg (order).

13. Astidjan (rank); sandoukh (ladder).

14, Aspareg (carcer, challenge).

15. Arakyal (apostle); arakeloutioun (mission).

16. Spas (scrvice), spasaveroutioun (act of serving).

17. Dzarayoution (servitude); dzara (servant).

18. Never (present, gift); meviroum (dedication).

19. Meghk (sin).

20. Venas (loss).

21. Arat (stain).

22. Patij (punishment).
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23. Kavoution (expiation); kavel (1o justify, o absolve).

24. Hantsank (offense); hantsavor (guilty).

25. Perkich (saviour); perkoution (salvation); azatoution (freedom).

27. Sourb (holy, sacred); serboutioun (holiness, sanctity); serbel (to wipe);
makour (clean, pure); makrel (1o cleanse); leval (to wash); djerel (10 drench); terdjel
(to soak); termel (1o macerate).

28. Ardaroutioun (justice); ardar (just); ardyounk (produce), ardyok? (per-
haps).

29. Bari (kind, good).

30. Char (evil).

31. Dejokhk (hell),

32. Derakht (paradisc).

33. Yeranoutioun (bliss); yerdjankeutioun (happiness), yerajeshtoutioun (mu-
sic), yeraz (dream), yerg (song).

An analysis of the Armenian words cited above and their evolution through
centuries past will at time reveal a complete change of meaning. Though now of
religious and spiritual, and moral ethical content, these words also ke¢p their pristine
sense and meaning and witness of their survival all through the centuries and history
past of the Armenian people.
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