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LE PARADIS
Requete 2
Madame Sarah Bernhardt

ALEXANDER PANOSSIAN
Sublime enfant de Melpoméne,
Toi qui sais, prétresse de I'Art,
Interpréter sans nul écart
Les passions de 'ame humaine;
A toi, qui viens & pas hardis
Pour nous charmer, par complaisance,
Puisse notre antique Byzance
Te paraitre un beau Paradis!

Nous désirons voir sur la scéne
Ton jeu, tes gestes triomphants:

Ah! mais nous sommes quatre enfants
Prives d'argent et de Mécéne!

Vivant de pain et de radis

Nl'est-ce pas que te voir, entendre

Ta voix d'or, pure, émue ou tendre
Serait pour nous le Paradis?...

Maudissant la misére triste
Qui nous tient sous son bras vainqueur,
Nous faisons appel 4 ton coeur

A ton noble et bon coeur d'artiste!
Nous n'avons pas dix paras, dix!...

Nous serions heureux, tous les quatre,

D'avoir, gratis, & ton théatre,
Quatre places... au Paradis!
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SARAH BERNI'D‘LRDT AND THE ARMENIANS
(Summary) N
ARTSVI BAKHCHINY AN

The famous French actress Sarah Bernhardt (1844-1923) had various contacts with
several Armenian arts professionals during her carcer. Her art had some: mﬂucmc on
Armenian theater, Bernhardt made three artistic tours to Constantinople (in 1838, 1893,
1904), then one of the centers of Armenian theater.  During the 1888 tour the Armenian
poet Alexander Panosyan wrote her a poem-request in French, asking for tickets for four
Armenian theater fans. The actress appreciated the poém and presented the tickets. In
1893 Bernhardt received a musical mmpufsltmn from the Sinanyan musical orchestra of
Constantinople as a present. While on a tour in Egypt in 1900, she watched the Armenian
aclress Siranoush playing and highly appreciated her talent. Bmman'h appreciated also
the art of the Armenian stage designer S. Shishejyan. Several Armenian actors warked in
her group (A.. Armenyan, M. Maxoudian), Bemhardt’s Armenian spectators- mnemed
positively (writer Alexander Shirvanzade, actor Vahram Papazyan, director ‘Rouben
Mamoulian) and negatively (actor P, Admyan. Azniv Hrachya) on her art,

Armenian actresses, particularly Siranoush, were compared with Bernhardt. As early
as 1881 a number of articles were published in the Armenian press about Bernhardt; her
name was mentioned in Armenian fiction too,
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