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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS IN
ARMENIAN DIALECTS
(Summary)
VICTOR KATVALIAN

The author examines the development of two groups of demonstrative pronouns in
Armenian dialects, namely ays, ayt, ayn and sa, ta, na.

He highlights the fact that unlike the ays, ayt, ayn demonstrative pronouns that exist in
all Armenian dialects in their original or variegated forms, several dialects lack the the sa,
ta, na demonstrative pronouns.

The author notes that the ays, ayt ayn pronouns have more versions, are more
numerous in their construction details and possess more grammatical features in the dialects
than the sa, ta, na pronouns. After analysing this diversity, the author concludes that the
causes of this difference have their roots in classical Armenian, Grabar.

The author examines the absence of the sa, fa, na pronouns in several dialects and
notes that in a number of dialects these evolved into new combined or mixed forms.

The author traces back grabar features in the dialect forms of these demonstrative
pronouns and examines both phonetic and other influences that have led to such a
multiplicity of versions and variables in the evolution of these six demonstrative pronouns.
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