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THE MOVEMENT OF THE TONDRAKE COMMUNITY
FROM THE 9TH CENTURY TO THE 11TH

VARTKES HAMAZASBIAN

(Summary)

During the reign of the Bagratooni rulers, from the 9th cen-
tury to the 11th, newer interrelations of social classes paralleled
the economic progress in Armenia. Besides the nobility and the
great traders, individual clergymen and convents received owner-
ship of vast lands and riches on the one hand, and on the other,
the rural masses and craftsmen rose in conflict against the
nobility and the clergy under the cover of religious movements
or in overt uprising. Of these rebellious movements, equipped
with religious profession, the one outstanding was that of the
Tondrake community, whose founder and ideologist was Sempad
of Zarehavan, from the village of Zarehavan in the province of
Dzalgotn. Sempad of Zarehavan and his followers waged bitter
war against the religious leaders and rejected most of the ec-
clesiastical rites and religious traditions, such as baptism, mar-
riage, communion, mortuary feast for the poor, requiem cere-
mony, ete., which, according to the ideology of the Tondrake
community, mainly enhanced the material prosperity of the
church and its leaders. The people of Tondrake professed the
omnipresence of God and rejected materialism. They knew no
discrimination between men and women, and allowed the latter
to preach. In the 10th century, the ideology -of the Tondrake
community won great popularity, even in the ranks of the nobility
and the clergy. Soon, however, the nobility and the clergy con-
trived against the Tondrake community a warfare that found its
cruellest perpetration in Sunik, After engaging in ideological and
armed conflict for two hundred years, the Tondrake community
was peremptorely defeated in 1052 at the hands of the armies
of the governor of Mesopotamia, Gregory Magistrus.



