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æ²Üøºð` Ø²ÎÆ 30ð¸ ä²ð´ºðàôÂº²Ü 
ìºð²Ð²êî²Ø²Ü àôÔÔàôÂº²Ø´ 

 
¼²ô¾Ü ØêÀðÈº²Ü 

 
Æ. ¹³ñáõ Ð³Ûáó ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ×³Ý³ãÙ³Ý å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç Çñ 

áõñáÛÝ ï»ÕÝ áõÝÇ Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ »ÝÃ³Ï³Û 
Êïñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Î³ÝË³ñ·ÇÉáõÙÇ ºõ öáùñ³Ù³ëÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ä³ßïå³Ýáõ-
Ã»³Ý ºÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ ÜÇùáï¿Ù èáõÑ³ßÇ³ÝùÇùáÛÇ 
Ý³ËÝ³Ï³Ý` 25 ÚáõÝÇë 1973 Ãáõ³ÏÇñ ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃÇõÝÁ, áõñ 
³ñÓ³Ý³·ñáõ³Í ¿` §³ÝóÝ»Éáí ³ñ¹Ç Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³ßñç³ÝÇÝ, ÏÁ ï»ëÝáõÇ Û³ñ³-
µ»ñ³µ³ñ ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ý ÷³ëï»ñáõ ÃÕÃ³Íñ³ñ ÙÁ` Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý æ³ñ¹»ñáõÝ 
í»ñ³µ»ñ»³É, áñáÝù ÝÏ³ñ³·ñáõ³Í »Ý áñå¿ë ‘Æ. ¹³ñáõ ³é³çÇÝ ó»Õ³ë-
å³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ’¦: 

²Ûë Ù³ëÇÝ Ù³Ýñ³Ù³ëÝ ·ñ³Í »Ýù Ð³ÛÏ³½»³Ý Ð³Û³·Çï³Ï³Ý Ð³Ý¹¿ëÇ 
Ä². Ð³ïáñÇÝ Ù¿ç` §Ø²ÎÇ 30ñ¹ ä³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý ÌÝÝ¹áóÁ¦ Ëáñ³·ñÇÝ ï³Ï1: 

êïáñ»õ Ïáõ ï³Ýù ÞáÕÇÏ ²ßÁ·»³ÝÇ §ÈÇµ³Ý³Ý³Ñ³Û ¶³ÕáõÃÁ ºõ Ð³Û-
Ï³Ï³Ý ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ð³ñóÁ (1965-1975)¦ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃ»Ý¿Ý Ñ³ï-
áõ³Í ÙÁ, áñ Ï’³Ù÷á÷¿ 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý ÍÝÝ¹áóÁ: 

§1972ÇÝ ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó 
Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ öáùñ³Ù³ëÝáõÃ»³Ýó ä³ßïå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ºõ à×ÇñÇ 
Î³ÝË³ñ·ÇÉÙ³Ý ºÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ »ñµ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõ»-
ó³õ ºÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ 25ñ¹ Ýëï³ßñç³ÝÇÝ, ³Ýáñ Ù¿ç Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ò»-
Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ ã¿ñ Ýßáõ³Í: ²Û¹ ³Ýï»ëáõÙÁ ³é³çÇÝ ³Ý·³Ù ½»Ïáõó³-
µ»ñÇÝ »õ Ø²ÎÇ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñ øáõñÃ ì³ÉïÑ³ÛÙÇÝ áõß³¹ñáõ-
Ã»³Ý Û³ÝÓÝ»ó å³ïÙ³µ³Ý ¼³õ¿Ý ØëÁñÉ»³Ý ³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝáõ-
Ã»³Ùµ: ²Ý 14 ê»åï»Ùµ»ñ 1972ÇÝ ³Û¹ Ù³ëÇÝ ·ñ»ó Ü. èáõÑ³ßÇ³ÝùÇ-
ùáÛÇ: ØÇÝã»õ ¸»Ïï»Ùµ»ñÇ Ï¿ëÁ å³ï³ëË³Ý ãëï³Ý³Éáí, ØëÁñÉ»³Ý 18 
¸»Ïï»Ùµ»ñÇÝ ·ñ»ó Ø²ÎÇ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñ ì³ÉïÑ³ÛÙÇÝ: ²ÙÇë 
ÙÁ »ïù å³ï³ëË³Ý-Ý³Ù³Ï ÙÁ ëï³ó³õ “ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Êïñ³-
Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Î³ÝË³ñ·ÇÉÙ³Ý ºõ öáùñ³Ù³ëÝáõÃ»³Ýó ä³ßïå³Ýáõ-
Ã»³Ý ´³Å³ÝÙáõÝù”Ç Õ»Ï³í³ñ Ö[áñ×] äñ³ÝïÇ ëïáñ³·ñáõÃ»³Ùµ: 
ØëÁñÉ»³ÝÇ ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ ÝÏ³ïÇ ³éÝáõ»ó³Ý Û³çáñ¹ ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇ 
å³ïñ³ëïáõÃ»³Ý ³ï»Ý¦2: 
ÂáõñùÇ³ ³Ý³ÏÝÏ³ÉÇ »Ï³õ »õ ½ûñ³õáñ Ñ³Ï³½¹»óáõÃ»³Ý ¹ÇÙ»ó: 

ÂáõñùÇáÛ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÁ` úëÙ³Ý úÉã³Û, ÂáõñùÇáÛ µ³ñ»Ï³Ù å»ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»-
ñáõ ³ç³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ Û³çáÕ»ó³õ Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ 6 
Ø³ñï 1974Ç ÝÇëïÇÝ èáõÑ³ßÇ³ÝùÇùáÛÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ ³ÙµáÕçáõÃ»³Ùµ í»-
ñ³¹³ñÓÝ»É` í»ñ³Ùß³ÏÙ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ: ²ëÇÏ³ ³é³çÇÝ ù³ÛÉÁ »Õ³õ 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»-
ñáõÃ»³Ý çÝçáõÙÇÝ3: 

1991ÇÝ, Ù»ñ` §Ø²ÎÇ 30ñ¹ ä³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý ÌÝÝ¹áóÁ¦ Ûáõß³·ñáõÃ»³Ý í»ñ-
ç³õáñáõÃ»³Ý ·ñ³Í ¿ÇÝù, Ã¿ §Þ³ï »ñÏ³ñ ¿ Û³çáñ¹ å³ïÙáõÃÇõÝÁ 30ñ¹ 
å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ »Õ³Í Ãñù³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ï³½¹ÇÝ` ³Ýáñ çÝçáõÙÇÝ Ñ³-
Ù³ñ, ³å³ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ »õ ³ÝÑ³ïÝ»ñáõ Ñ³Ù³½·³- 
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ÛÇÝ ×Ç·ÇÝ` ³Ýáñ í»ñ³Ñ³ëï³ïÙ³Ý ·Íáí, ÙÇÝã»õ áñ 1985ÇÝ Û³Ý·»ó³õ Ýáñ` 
24ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý ÙÁ ÍÝáõÝ¹ÇÝ¦4: 

Ø»ñ Ý»ñÏ³Û ·ñáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç åÇïÇ ³Ý¹ñ³¹³éÝ³Ýù Çµñ»õ ³ÝÑ³ï Ù»ñ 
Ï³ï³ñ³Í ³ßË³ï³ÝùÇÝ áõ ¹»ñÇÝ, »õ ³Ûë` å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ: 

Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ 6 Ø³ñï 1974Ç ÝÇëïÇÝ, »ñµ 
úëÙ³Ý úÉã³Û å³Ñ³Ýç»ó 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý çÝçáõÙÁ, ÂáõñùÇáÛ Ó³ÛÝ³Ïó»-
ó³Ý ²ØÜÇ, ö³ùÇëï³ÝÇ, Æï³ÉÇáÛ, üñ³Ýë³ÛÇ, ²õëïñÇáÛ, Æñ³ùÇ, Æñ³ÝÇ, 
ÐÝ¹Ï³ëï³ÝÇ, èáõÙ³ÝÇáÛ, ¾ùáõ³ïáñÇ »õ ÜÇÏ»ñÇáÛ å³ïáõÇñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ: ÆëÏ Ê. 
ØÇáõÃ»³Ý, Ø»ÍÝ ´ñÇï³ÝÇáÛ »õ Ê. ä»ÉáéáõëÇáÛ å³ïáõÇñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ¹éÝ÷³Ï 
ÝÇëï å³Ñ³Ýç»óÇÝ5: 

²é³çÇÝ Ñ»ñÃÇÝ, 24 Ø³ñï 1974ÇÝ Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»ñ ·ñ»óÇ ³Û¹ ûñ»ñáõ ²õëïñÇáÛ 
»õ ¶»ñÙ³ÝÇáÛ Ñ³Ûáó Ñá·»õáñ ÑáíÇõ Ø»ëñáå Ì. ìñ¹. ¶ñÇ·áñ»³ÝÇÝ (³ÛÅÙ 
³ñù»åÇëÏáåáë), Ù»ñ ³½·³Ï³Ý »õ Çï³É³Ñ³Û ·³ÕáõÃ³ÛÇÝ Ù³ñÙÝÇ áõ Ð´ÀØÇ 
ØÇÉ³ÝáÛÇ Õ»Ï³í³ñÝ»ñ¿Ý îáùÃ. îÇ·ñ³Ý ²É»ùë³Ý»³ÝÇÝ, å³ïÙ³·¿ï ¶¿áñ· 
ä³Õ×»³ÝÇÝ (ØáÝñ¿³É), èáõÙ³ÝÇáÛ »õ äáõÉÏ³ñÇáÛ Ñ³Ûáó ³é³çÝáñ¹ îÇñ³Ûñ 
ºåë. Ø³ñïÇÏ»³ÝÇÝ (Û»ï³·³ÛÇÝ ³ñù»åÇëÏáåáë), 25 Ø³ñï 1974ÇÝ` 
Î³ÉÏ³Ã³ÛÇ Ð³Ûáó ê. Ü³½³ñ¿Ã »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Õ»Ï³í³ñÝ»ñáõÝ (³Ý·É»ñ¿Ýáí), »õ 
12 ²åñÇÉ 1974ÇÝ` Ñ³Û ¹³ïáí ·áñÍûÝ ì»ñ. Ö¿ÛÙë ¶³éÝáõ½»³ÝÇÝ (¼áõÇó»ñ-
Ç³)` Çñ»Ýó ûÅ³Ý¹³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ ËÝ¹ñ»Éáí áñ ¹ÇÙ»Ý Çñ»Ýó µÝ³Ï³Í »ñÏñÇ ÇßË³-
ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ, áñå¿ë½Ç Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ Ù¿ç 
30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ Çñ»Ýó ¹ÇñùÁ ÷áË»Ý »õ Ï³Ù ³Ûë Ñ³ñóáí 
³ñÃÝáõÃÇõÝ ëï»ÕÍ»Ý »õ å³Ûù³ñ ÙÕ»Ý: 

îáùÃ. ²É»ùë³Ý»³Ý, ä³Õ×»³Ý, Î³ÉÏ³Ã³ÛÇ Ð³Ûáó ê. Ü³½³ñ¿Ã »Ï»Õ»ó-
õáÛ Ã³Õ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ ì»ñ. ¶³éÝáõ½»³Ý å³ï³ëË³Ý»óÇÝ: 1974ÇÝ Ø²ÎÇ 
ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñ ì³ÉïÑ³ÛÙÇÝ »õ 22 ÚáõÉÇë 1974ÇÝ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõ-
ó³µ»ñ èáõÑ³ßÇ³ÝùÇùáÛÇÝ ·ñ»óÇ ·ñ»Ã¿ ÝáÛÝ³ÝÙ³Ý Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»ñ: êïáñ»õ Ïáõ 
ï³Ù Ø²ÎÇ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñÇÝ ÕñÏáõ³Í Ý³Ù³ÏÇÝ å³ï×¿ÝÁ: 
 

10 July, 1974. 
Personal 
The Honourable Kurt Waldheim 
Secretary General of the United Nations  
New York, U.N. Headquarters 
 
Your Excellency, 
 

According to newspaper reports that have reached us, 12 delegates out of the 
27 that comprises the United Nations Commission on Human Rights have spoken 
in favour of the delegate of Turkey's request to have paragraph 30, of the Study of 
the Question of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.583) by Special Rapporteur Mr. Nicodeme Ruhashyankiko, 
omitted, along with the preceeding paragraphs 28 and 29.6 

Paragraph 30, which is placed in the section of the historical background of 
genocide, states "Passing to the modern era, one may note the existence of 
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relatively full documentation dealing with the massacres of Armenians, which 
have been described ae "the first case of genocide in the Twentieth century." 

As the report of Mr. Ruhashyankiko, will come once more in front of the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights, Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, in our opinion it is necessary to 
maintain the historical background in general, and paragraph 30, in particular, for 
the following reasons: 

First, historical facts can not be subject to political considerations, and should 
be taken in their historical context. The 30th paragraph does not even mention 
Turkey as the perpetrator of the genocide of about 2 million Armenians. Even if it 
had done paragraph 30 should be maintained, since this premeditated and carefully 
planned genocide not only resulted in the mass murder of men, women and 
children but the eviction of Armenians from their 3500 years old native soil, where 
they had lived continuously till 1915. The genocide perpetrated upon the 
Armenian people has been acknowledged in the works of Sir Winston Churchill 
(The Aftermath), historian Arnold Toynbee (Armenian Atrocities, the murder of a 
Nation), American Ambassador to Turkey Henry Morgenthau (Ambassador 
Morngenthau's story), Johannes Lepsius, (Berichcte über die hage des 
armenischen Volkes in der Turkei), Faiez el Ghossein, (L’Armenie Martyre), 
Herbert Adam Gibbons, (The Blackest page of modern history. Events in Armenia, 
in 1915), Fridjof Nansen (Betrogenes Volk), René Pinon (La Suppression des 
Arméniens), Lord James Bryce (The Treatment of the Armenians in the Ottoman 
Empire (1915-1916). Documents presented to Viscount Grey of Falladon. Laid 
before the Houses of Parliament, London 1916), and countless others. 

Second, paragraph 30 of the said report should be maintained from a legal 
point of view, as the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians in a way set a legal 
precedent. This can not be overlooked for political considerations. 

1.- During World War I at the beginning of the massacre of Armenians the 
Allied powers declared that all the members of the Ottoman Cabinet and their 
agents would be personally responsible for the “Crimes of Turkey against 
humanity”. (See Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1915, Suppl.P.981, British Foreign 
Office public records F.O. 371/2488). The warning had been delivered by the 
American Ambassador in Constantinople, Henry Morgenthau to the Ottoman 
Turkish government. (Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1915, Suppl.P.982). 

2.- In April 1921, a lengthy compilation was made of all the available 
evidence on the organization and commission of the Armenian massacres and 
deportations by the British government which fills two volumes (F.O.371/6500-
6501/132/3557). This was done when the British government was debating 
whether to try the 102 arrested Turkish leaders, responsible for crimes against 
humanity. These Turkish criminals were imprisoned in Malta. Although they were 
not judged and later were released in groups, for political considerations, it is a 
fact that for the first time in history it was debated whether to try such criminals or 
not. 

3.- The post-war Turkish Imperial War Court began the trial of those Turkish 
leaders, accused to be guilty of the extermination of Armenians. The trial started in 
Constantinople on April 27, 1919. On July 20, 1920 a first death verdict was given 



 434

and the sentence was executed on Nusrat Bey, Vice-Kaymakam of Baiburt, for the 
mass murder of thousand[s] of Armenians. As the political situation in Turkey 
changed, the trials were abandoned in late 1920. 

The Ottoman government's official publication Takvime Vekaye of 1919-20 
are full of disclosures made at the trial of former Turkish rulers accused of 
participation in the genocide. 

4.- The Nuremberg Trial of Nazi war criminals would not have been legally 
justified had it not been a sort of precedent. During the judgement of the 
International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg the French delegation suggested that 
persecution be defined as an independent crime. Prof. André Gros of the French 
delegation mentioned (See International Conference on Military Trials, p. 293, 
360) that the French-government had already proposed during the massacres of 
Armenians during World War I that the members of the Ottoman government 
would be individually responsible for their “crimes against humanity”. 

Third, the Armenian genocide went unpunished and it remained in history 
books and the world public opinion forgot it. Hitler was definitely encouraged by 
this when he planned the mass murders of countless people, for it was Hitler who 
said in Obersalzburg on August 22, 1939, when he gave his orders to his S.S. death 
squads – “After all who remembers today the extermination of the Armenians.” 
(History of the First World War, edited by Peter Young, vol. 3, No. 16, London 
1970, BPC Publishing Ltd.). 

We sincerely hope that through your good offices paragraph 30, of the Study 
of the Question of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide will 
be maintained, so that the least justice can be done to the Armenian people and 
that others do not suffer what our fathers suffered. 

Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
 

ø³°ñ ÉéáõÃÇõÝ ïÇñ»ó: à°ã Ù¿Ï å³ï³ëË³Ý »Ï³õ: Ø²ÎÇ Ù¿ç ³Ýáõ³ÝÇ 
Éñ³·ñáÕ È»õáÝ ø¿ßÇß»³Ý¿Ý ³É ËÝ¹ñ»óÇ Çñ Ý»óáõÏÁ` 9 ú·áëïáë 1974 Ãáõ³-
ÏÇñ Ý³Ù³Ïáíë: 10 ÚáõÉÇë 1977ÇÝ ·ñ»óÇ ÐÝ¹Ï³ëï³ÝÇ í³ñã³å»ï ÆÝïÇñ³ 
Î³ÝïÇÇÝ` Ê. Ð³Û³ëï³Ý Çñ ³Ûó¿Ý ùÇã »ïù: 24 ÐáÏï»Ùµ»ñ 1978ÇÝ Ý³Ù³Ïáí 
¹ÇÙ»óÇ ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë äûÕáë Ä´. ä³åÇÝ, 18 ²åñÇÉ 1979ÇÝ` ²ØÜ Ü»ñÏ³Û³óáõó-
ã³Ï³Ý î³Ý ³Ý¹³Ù Öáñ× î³ÝÇ¿ÉëÁÝÇÝ, »õ Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó 
Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ ³Ý¹³Ù Ýß³Ý³Ïáõ³Í ê¿Ã ØáÙ×»³ÝÇÝ (áñáõÝ ä¿ÛñáõÃÇ Ù¿ç 
Í³ÝûÃ³Ý³Éáõ ³éÇÃÝ áõÝ»ó³Í ¿Ç) ·ñ»óÇ 24 ÚáõÉÇë 1979ÇÝ, 25 ÜáÛ»Ùµ»ñ 
1980ÇÝ »õ 30 ÚáõÝáõ³ñ 1982ÇÝ: È»õáÝ ø¿ßÇß»³ÝÇÝ Ñ»ï, áñáõÝ ³ÝÓ³Ùµ Í³Ýû-
Ã³ó³Û Ø²ÎÇ Çñ ·ñ³ë»Ý»³ÏÇÝ Ù¿ç 1977Ç ³Ù³éÁ, ÃÕÃ³Ïó³Ï³Ý Ï³åë å³ñ-
µ»ñ³Ï³Ý ¿ñ` 17 ê»åï»Ùµ»ñ 1979, 30 ÚáõÝÇë 1980, 19 ²åñÇÉ 1982 »õ 5 ÐáÏ-
ï»Ùµ»ñ 1982, ÙÇßï ÝÇõÃ áõÝ»Ý³Éáí 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý í»ñ³Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙÇ 
áõÕÕáõÃ»³Ùµ ï³ñáõ³Í ç³Ýù»ñÁ: ø¿ßÇß»³Ý Ï³ñ×, »ñµ»ÙÝ É³ÏáÝ³Ï³Ý á×áí 
ÏÁ å³ï³ëË³Ý¿ñ: ä³ï³ëË³ÝÝ»ñ ëï³ó³Û Ý³»õ ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë äûÕáë ´. ä³-
åÇÝ ³ÝáõÝáí ä¿ÛñáõÃÇ å³å³Ï³Ý ÝáõÇñ³ÏáõÃ»Ý¿Ý »õ ùáÝÏñ¿ë³Ï³Ý Öáñ× 
î³ÝÇ¿ÉëÁÝ¿Ý: 

Ð³Ûáó ÐáÕ³ÛÇÝ ¸³ïÇ Ð»ï³åÝ¹Ù³Ý ²éÅ³Ù»³Û Î»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý Ø³ñÙÝÇÝ 
ÏÇó ø³ñá½ã³Ï³Ý Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ7 ÇÙ ³Ý¹³ÙÇ Ñ³Ý·³Ù³Ýùë ·áñÍ³Í»Éáí 
1974ÇÝ å³ï×³é »Õ³Û áñ Î»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý Ø³ñÙÝÇÝ ³ÝáõÝáí øáõñÃ ì³ÉïÑ³Û-
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ÙÇÝ Ñ»é³·Çñ ÙÁ »õ ³å³ Ù³Ýñ³Ù³ëÝ Ûáõß³·Çñ ÙÁ ÕñÏáõÇ, å³Ñ³Ýç»Éáí áñ 
30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ãçÝçáõÇ, ³ÛÉ` ÙÝ³Û: ÜáÛÝ Ûáõß³·ÇñÁ Û³ÝÓÝáõ»ó³õ Ý³»õ 
Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ ³Ý¹³Ù »ñÏÇñÝ»ñ¿Ý ³ÝáÝó, 
áñáÝù ¹¿Ù Ï»ó³Í ¿ÇÝ 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý »õ ³Ýáñ çÝçáõÙÁ å³Ñ³Ýç³Í: Â¿° 
Ñ»é³·ÇñÁ »õ Ã¿° Ûáõß³·ÇñÁ ³ÝÓ³Ùµ ËÙµ³·ñ»óÇ: 

êïáñ»õ` Û³çáñ¹³µ³ñ Ïáõ ï³Ù ³ÝÑ³ï³å¿ë Ø²ÎÇ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñ-
ïáõÕ³ñÇÝ ÕñÏ³Í Ý³Ù³Ïë »õ Ø²ÎÇ ÏáÕÙ¿ Öáñ× äñ»ÝïÇ »õ ïáÕ»ñë ·ñáÕÇÝ 
ÙÇç»õ »Õ³Í ÃÕÃ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ èáõ-
Ñ³ßÇ³ÝùÇùáÛÇÝ ·ñ³Í Ý³Ù³Ïë: ´Ý³Ï³Ýûñ¿Ý, »ñ»ù ï³ñµ»ñ ³ÝÓ»ñáõ ·ñáõ³Í 
Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»ñáõë Ù¿ç ÷³ëï»ñáõ ÏñÏÝáõÃÇõÝ Ï³Û: Üå³ï³Ïë ¿ñ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ï»-
ë³Ï¿ï»ñÁ Çñ»ÝóÙ¿ Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñÇÝ áõß³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý Û³ÝÓÝ»É: 
 

October 12, 1978 
Personal 
The Honourable 
Kurt Waldheim 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
New York, N.Y. Headquarters 
 
Dear Sir, 

Your goodself is one of the busiest persons in the world who has to deal with 
the current problems of this planet, yet I plead you to have the patience to read my 
letter. The fact that our 3500 years old nation, one of the oldest civilized nations in 
the world, although numbering 6 million souls, is not directly represented in the 
United Nations, does not mean that the Armenian point of view should not be 
heard about a United Nations report on genocide. 

It is with deep regret and consternation that we became aware of the minutes 
of the meeting of September 14 of the Committee on the Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities (E/CN.4/Sub.2/(XXXI) (CRP.I) Add 
II) that the Final Report on the prevention and punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide (E/CN.4/Sub.2/416) has omitted paragraph 30 of one of its initial reports 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.583) which concerned about the “first case of genocide in the 
twentieth century”. 

The paragraph in question made a very general remark about the massacres of 
Armenians, without mentioning the guilty party, nor the number of victims (more 
than 1.5 million) yet it has been omitted due to political pressures, in a report 
which is supposed to have emerged from a non-political committee of experts, of 
one of the world’s highest moral authorities. 

This can’t be done on legal and moral grounds for the following reasons: 
1. The genocide perpetrated on the Armenians constituted sort of a legal 

precedent, for the punishment of the crime of genocide during the judgment 
of the International Tribunal at Nuremberg (see Raul Hilberg, The 
Destruction of the European Jews, Chicago, 1961, p. 687, and Judgement of 
the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg, Trial of the Major War 
Criminals, XXII, also International Conference on Military Trials, p. 293, 
360). 
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2. The genocide perpetrated on the Armenians set also the first case of 
punishment for these “crimes against humanity”. The Ottoman Imperial War 
Court began the trial of the Ottoman Turkish leaders accused to be guilty of 
the extermination of Armenians. The Trials started in Constantinople on April 
27, 1919. The Ottoman government official publication Takvime-Vekayi in its 
May-December 1919 issues is full of details about these trials. Death 
sentences were given, some in absentia. Two war criminals were executed in 
1920 (the Vice-Kaymakam of Baiburt and the governor of Yozgat). Later the 
trials were discontinued due to political reasons. 

3. It should be remembered that the oblivion about the “first case of genocide in 
the twentieth century” definitely encouraged the “second case of genocide in 
the twentieth century”. Here is the confession of the war criminal Adolf 
Hitler, who on August 22, 1939 in Obersalzburg, declared to his S.S. Death 
Squads, while ordering the indiscriminate slaughter of innocents, “After all 
who remembers today the extermination of the Armenians?” (Lewis Lochner, 
What About Germany? (New York, 1942, The New York Times, November 
24, 1945, p. 7, Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression, office of the United States 
Chief Council for Prosecution of Axis Criminality, Washington D.C., 1946, 
vol. VII, p. 753), Shirmer David, World War I, London 1973, ch. 8, p. 136 
and History of the First World War, ed. Peter Young, Vol. 3, No. 16, London 
1970, BPC Publishing Ltd.). 
Thus, for historical, legal and moral considerations, the genocide perpetrated 

on the Armenians, can not stay, out of any serious, objective and impartial report 
on the study of the Question of the Preventon and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide. We sincerely hope that through your good offices the facts concerning 
the genocide perpetrated on the Armenian people will be maintained in the final 
published report. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Zaven Messerlian, M.A. 

Principal 
ZMM/ss 

 
October 12, 1978 

Personal 
Your Ref. SO 236/1 (2) 
 
Hon. George Brand, Chief 
Section on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities 
Division of Human Rights 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
United Nations 
 
Dear Sir, 

It is with deep regret and consternation that I read in the minutes of the 
meeting of September 14 of the Committee on the Prevention of Discrimination 
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and Protection of Minorities (E/CN.4/Sub.2/(XXXI) (CRP. 1) Add II) that the 
Final Report on the prevention and punishment of the Crime of Genocide (E/CN. 
4/Sub. 2/416) has ommitted paragraph 30 of one of its initial reports 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.583) which concerned about the "first case of genocide in the 
twentieth century". 

The paragraph in question made a very general remark about the massacres of 
Armenians, without mentioning the guilty party (the Ottoman Turkish government 
of 1915) nor the number of victims (more than 1.5 million innocent Armenians), 
yet it has been ommitted due to political pressures, in a report which is supposed to 
have emerged from a non-political committee of experts, of one of the world’s 
highest moral authorities. 

In my view, as a historian on the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians, both 
from legal and moral grounds paragraph 30 should be maintained. 

Legally, the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians constituted a sort of legal 
precedent, for the punishment of the crime of genocide. During the judgement of 
the International Military tribunal at Nuremberg the French delegation suggested 
that persecution be defined as an independent crime. Prof. Andre Gros of the 
French delegation mentioned (see International Conference on Military Trials, p. 
293, 360) that the French government along with the Allied powers had already 
proposed during the massacres of Armenians during World War I, that the 
members of the Ottoman government would be individually responsible for their 
“crimes against humanity”. (See Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1915, Suppl., p. 
981, British Foreign office public records F.O. 371/2488). The warning had been 
delivered by the American Ambassador in Constantinople, Henry Morgenthau to 
the Ottoman Turkish government (Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1915, Suppl., p. 
982). 

The genocide perpetrated on the Armenians set also the first case of 
attempting to punish these “crimes against humanity”. The Ottoman Imperial War 
Court began the trial of those Turkish leaders accused to be guilty of the 
extermination of Armenians. The trials started in Constantinople on April 27, 
1919. On July 20, 1920 a first death verdict was given and the sentence was 
executed, followed by another death sentence and execution. The Ottoman 
government publication Tekvime-Vekayi, in its May-December 1919 issues 
contains disclosures made at the trials of the former Turkish rulers accused of 
participation in the genocide. The trials were later abandoned for political reasons. 

The second attempt to punish the criminal leaders who had planned and 
carried out the genocide of the Armenian people was made by the British after 
World War I. 102 of these war criminals were arrested and imprisoned in Malta to 
await trial. The British government even compiled all the available evidence on the 
organisation and commission of the Armenian massacres and deportations (F. O. 
371/6500/6501). The Trial never opened due to political considerations. 

Morally, an organisation representing the totality of human conscientiousness, 
should not for political considerations overrule historical accuracy in an 
independent study on genocide. To omit paragraph 30 would be a grave injustice. 
It should be remembered that the first almost unpunished genocide of the twentieth 
century, definitely encouraged Adolf Hitler to commit the second great genocide 
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of the twentieth century, the extermination of 6 million Jews. Postwar documents 
clearly showed this. Hitler, when he gave his orders to his S.S. death squads in 
Obersalzburg, on August 22, 1939, declared – “After all, who remembers today 
the extermination of the Armenians.” (Shirmer David, World War I, London, 1973, 
Ch. 8, p. 136, The New York Times, November 24, 1945, p. 7, Nazi Conspiracy 
and Aggression, office of the United States Chief Council for prosecution of Axis 
Criminality, Washington D.C. 1946, vol. VII, p. 753). 

Thus other than for historical accuracy, for legal and moral considerations, the 
genocide perpetrated on the Armenians can not stay out of any serious, objective 
and impartial report on The Study of the Question of the prevention and 
punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 

We sincerely hope that through your good offices the paragraph on the 
genocide of the Armenians be re-included in the Final Report of the above 
mentioned study. One can only hope for a better, brighter future of humanity by 
accepting and condemning past wrongdoings, and restoring justice to those who 
suffered. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 

Principal 
ZMM/ss 
 
Ref. No. G/SO 236/1 (2) 

31 October 1978 
Dear Mr. Messerlian, 
 

Thank you for your letter of 12 October 1978 concerning the study of the 
question of the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide 
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/416) which was considered at its last session by the Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. 

At the end of that consideration the Sub-Commission decided, at its 825th 
meeting, to express its thanks to the Special Rapporteur having responsibility for 
this report, to transmit the report to the Commission of Human Rights for 
consideration at its next session and to recommend to the Commission and to the 
Economic and Social Council that the report should be given the widest possible 
distribution. 

At least for the moment therefore the report will not contain any reference to 
the Armenian question. (You will note also that paragraph 8 of document 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.565, containing references to historical events, has also been 
deleted from the latest report). Conceivably some change might be made at the 
level of the Commission of Human Rights, but I would recall in that connexion 
that, several years ago, eight members of the Commission were in favour of 
deleting paragraph 30 of document E/C1.4/Sub.2/L.583, while no one opposed this 
deletion. 

One argument which has been put forward for deleting historical references 
from the final report on genocide, except in connexion with the Nazi atrocities, is 
that it is not scientific to apply a name to events which take place before the name 
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itself existed. Professor Lemkin wrote about the crime of genocide after the 
outbreak of the second-world war. The term was of course used in the Nuremberg 
and other trials of war criminals. 

Yours sincerely, 
George Brand 

Chief 
Research, Studies and 

Prevention of Discrimination Section 
Division of Human Rights 

Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
Principal 
Armenian Evangelical College 
P.O.Box 3672 
Beirut 
Lebanon 
 

November 16, 1978 
Your Ref. G/SO 236/1 (2) 
 
Hon. George Brand, Chief 
Research, Studies and 
Prevention of Discrimination Section 
Division of Human Rights 
Palais des Nations 
CH - 1211 Genève 10 
 
Dear Mr. Brand. 

Thank you for your informative letter of 31 October 1978, in reply to my 
letter of 12 October 1978 concerning the study of the question of the prevention 
and punishment of the crime of genocide (E/CN.4/Sub. 2/416 ). 

I understand that the re-inclusion of the paragraph concerning “the first case 
of genocide in the twentieth century” is not in the hands of the section you lead, 
nor is my intention to enter with your goodself in an academic debate about the 
matter. However I wish to state my views for the main argument put forward for 
deleting historical references in the final report on genocide, not only for the 
record but with the hope that the regulations governing the United Nations 
Commission of Human Rights or its sub-commissions and sections, permit the 
distribution of the points my letters of October 12 and November 16 contain to the 
members, in any permissible way. 

The argument that it is not scientific to apply the word genocide to events 
which take place before the term itself existed is not a valid one, particularly in the 
case of genocide. 

In the preamble of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, it is noted that “at all periods of history genocide has in-
flicted great losses on humanity.” Thus the term is being applied ex post facto. 
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In a progress report of the Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.583) 
paragraphs 16 and 17 stated “while the concept of genocide is a recent one, the 
acts which it covers are as old as the history of mankind itself. Without going back 
to the dawn of man, it can be seen from a number of historical facts that the course 
of human history has too often been marked by numerous cases where national, 
ethnic, racial or religious groups were destroyed; under the terms of the 1948 
convention, any such act constitutes an essential element of the crime of 
genocide.” 

The Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitation to War 
Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, of the U. N. (November 26, 1968) said “No 
statutory limitation shall apply” to war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed in time of war or in time of peace, “irrespective of the date of their 
commission.” 

Coming to the particular question of the Armenian massacres of 1915-1921, 
we should note that these were considered at the time of their commission as 
“crimes against humanity” and its perpetrators were officially warned they would 
be held responsible. 

After World War II not only this precedent was taken into account at the 
suggestion of the French delegation in the Nuremberg Trials, but the Charter of the 
Nuremberg Tribunal (article 6 (c) defined “crimes against humanity” as follows: 
“Murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, and other inhumane acts 
committed against any civilian population, before or during the war.” 

Furthermore, article I(b) of the Convention on the Non-Applicability of 
Statutory Limitations to war crimes and crimes against humanity when referring to 
crimes against humanity, used the words “whether committed in time of war or in 
time of peace”, is the same as the wording used in article I of the genocide 
convention. 

Whereas, the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians, claimed the lives of 
more than two thirds of the Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire, and the great 
majority of the rest were deported. 

Whereas, during its commission the Allied powers considered the massacres 
of Armenians as “crimes against humanity” and said would hold its perpetrators 
personally responsible, 

Whereas, these “crimes against humanity” not only satisfy the norms set by 
the Charter of the Nuremberg Tribunal and the Convention of the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, but served as a legal precedent during the 
formulation of the Nuremberg Charter, 

Whereas the oblivion of the first case of genocide of the 20th century (i.e. of 
the Armenians) led according to the very admission of the Adolph Hitler to the 
second case of genocide in our century, 

Whereas the Treaty of Sevres (of August 10, 1920) had five articles (226-230) 
concerning the trial and punishment of the criminals responsible for the massacres, 
and alluded to a possible trial by the League of Nations, the predecessor of the 
United Nations. 

Whereas the genocide of the Armenians set also the first case of the 
punishment of “crimes against humanity” (two of the responsibles the vice-
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governor of Baibourt Nusret bey, and the governor of Yozgat, Kemal, were tried, 
sentenced and executed by the Ottoman Imperial War Court. Others were 
condemned in absentia). 

The genocide perpetrated on the Armenians can not be left out of any serious 
study on the prevention and punishment of the Crime of genocide for the above 
points and as the Special Rapporteur himself admits there is ample documentation 
on it (Par. 30 E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.583). 

It is indeed regrettable that the point of view of our 3500 years old and 6 
million numbering people will not be heard. 

With the hope of an acknowledgement, I remain 
Yours sincerely, 

Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
Principal 

ZMM/ss 
 

23 November 1978 
Ref. No: 236/1(2)  
Dear Mr. Messerlian, 

Thank you for your letter of 16 November 1978. 
You will appreciate that an international civil servant cannot enter into the 

rights and wrongs of the problems that you raise, and in my letter of 31 October 
1978 I tried to be as factual as possible. The only thing that I want to say 
concerning your most recent letter is that your case is certainly not one which “will 
not be heard”. We both know that much has been published on it. A number of 
communications have been received by the Division of Human Rights concerning 
it. I attach a copy of the Summary of the debate which was held in the Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on the 
afternoon of 12 September 1978 concerning the study of genocide; from this you 
will see that several speakers regretted the deletion of reference to the Armenians 
from the genocide report, although there were other speakers who argued in 
opposing directions.  

Yours sincerely, 
George Brand 

Chief 
Research, Studies and Prevention 

of Discrimination Section 
Division of Human Rights 

Mr. Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
Principal 
Armenian Evangelical College 
BEIRUT 
Lebanon 
 
Ref. No: G/SO 236/1 (2) 

28 December 1978 
Dear Mr. Messerlian, 
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Your letter of 12 October 1978 addressed to the Secretary-General has been 
referred to me for reply. 

May I in this connexion refer your attention to my letters to you dated 31 
October 1978 and 23 November 1978. In view of your third paragraph I should 
add that the responsibility for a study such as that on the prevention and 
punishment of genocide attaches to the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission 
who has been entrusted by the Sub-Commission with the making of the study in 
question. The report cannot therefore be said to have “emerged from a non-
political Commission of Experts”, although the Special Rapporteurs take into 
account the views of the Sub-Commission in preparing their studies. 

Yours sincerely,  
George Brand 

Chief 
Research, Studies and 

Prevention of Discrimination Section 
Division of Human Rights 

Mr. Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
Principal 
Armenian Evangelical College 
BEIRUT 
Lebanon 
 

April 21, 1979 
Personal 
Mr. Nicodeme Ruhashyankiko, 
Special Rapporteur on the 
Study of the Question of the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights 
Sub-Commission on Prevention and Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities 
New York, N. Y. 
United Nations Headquarters 
 
Dear Sir, 

Now that the United Nations Commission on Human Rights in its thirty-fifth 
session's 1520th meeting made its recommendations (E/CN.4/SR.1520) and 
ventured to hope that your goodself would take into account the communications 
on the ommission of certain passages of a historical nature, please allow me to 
present a scholar's point of view on the importance of re-including the particular 
reference concerning the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians, as you had done 
in your progress report E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.583. of course it is up to you, as an expert 
on the subject, to decide, guided by your conscience. So I plead you to have the 
patience to read my viewpoint. 

1. I hold the view that the aetiology of genocide should be done and in my 
opinion this includes those of past genocides, especially of the recent past, and this 



 446

comprises the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians, on which there is ample 
documentation. 

2.The argument that it is not scientific to apply the word genocide to events 
which took place before the term itself existed is not a valid one, particularly in the 
case of genocide. 

In the preamble of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, it is noted that “at all periods of history genocide has 
inflicted great losses on humanity.” Thus the term is being applied ex post facto. 

3. In your progress report E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.583 paragraphs 16 and 17 stated 
“while the concept of genocide is a recent one, the acts which it covers are as old 
as the history of mankind itself. Without going back to the dawn of man, it can be 
seen from a number of historical facts that the course of human history has too 
often been marked by numerous cases where national, ethnic, racial or religious 
groups were destroyed; under the terms of the 1948 convention, any such act 
constitutes an essential element of the crime of genocide.” 

4. The Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitation to War 
Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, of the U. N. (November 26, 1968) said “No 
statutory limitation shall apply” to war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed in time of war or in time of peace, “irrespective of the date of their 
commission.” 

5. Coming to the particular question of the Armenian massacres of 1915-1921, 
we should note that these were considered at the time of their commission as 
“crimes against humanity” and its perpetrators were officially warned they would 
be held responsible. (See Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1915, Supplement, p. 981, 
British Foreign Office public records F.O. 371/2488). 

6. After World War II not only this precedent was taken into account at the 
suggestion of the French delegation led by Prof. Andre Gros in the Nuremberg 
Trials (See International Conference on Military Trials, p. 293, p. 360 and Raul 
Hilberg, The Destruction of the European Jews, Chicago 1961, p. 687), but the 
Charter of the Nuremberg Tribunal (article 6 (c) defined “crimes against 
humanity” as follows: “Murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, and 
other inhumane acts committed against any civilian population, before or during 
the war.” 

7. Furthermore, article I (b) of the Convention on the Non-Applicability of 
Statutory limitations to war crimes and crimes against humanity, when referring to 
crimes against humanity, used the words “whether committed in time of war or in 
time of peace’, is the same as the wording used in article I of the genocide 
convention. 

8. Whereas, the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians, claimed the lives of 
more than two thirds of the Armenians living in the Ottoman Empire, and the great 
majority of the rest were deported and their homeland emptied of its inhabitants, 
and usurped, 

9. Whereas, during its commission the Allied powers considered the 
massacres of Armenians as “crimes against humanity” and said would hold its 
perpetrators personally responsible, 
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10. Whereas, these crimes against humanity “not only satisfy the norms set by 
the Charter of the Nuremberg Tribunal and the Convention of the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, but served sort of a legal precedent during 
the formulation of the Nuremberg Charter, 

11. Whereas the oblivion of the first case of genocide of the 20th century (i.e. 
of the Armenians) led according to the very admission of Adolph Hitler to the 
second case of genocide in our century. It was Hitler who declared to his generals 
and S. S. death squads, on Obersalzburg on August 22, 1959, “After all who 
remembers today the extermination of the Armenians”, when he gave orders to 
annihilate countless innocents. (Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression, Office of the 
United States Chief Council for Prosecution of Axis Criminality, Washington, D. 
C. 1946, vol. VII, p. 753, Shirmer David, World War I, London 1973, Ch. 8, p. 
136). 

12. Whereas the Treaty of Sevres (of August 10, 1920) had five articles (225-
230) concerning the trial and punishment of the criminals responsible for the 
massacres, and alluded to a possible trial by the League of Nations, the 
predecessor of the United nations. 

102 of these war criminals were arrested and imprisoned in Malta to await 
trial. The British government even compiled all the available evidence on the 
organization and commission of the Armenian massacres and deportations (F.O. 
371/6500-6501). 

13. Whereas the genocide of the Armenians set also the first case of the 
punishment of “crimes against humanity” (only two of the responsibles the vice-
governor of Baibourt Nusret bey, and the governor of Yozgat, Kemal, were tried, 
sentenced and executed by the Ottoman Imperial War Court. Others were 
condemned in absentia). The trials were published in the Ottoman government 
publication Takvimi-Vekayi of 1919-1920. 

14. Whereas, an organization representing the totality of human 
conscientiousness, for moral reasons, should not for political considerations, 
overrule historical accuracy in an independent study on genocide. 

15. The genocide perpetrated on the Armenians cannot be left out of any 
serious study on the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide for the 
above points and as your goodself himself admits there is ample documentation on 
it (Par. 30 E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.533). 

We sincerely hope that through your good offices the paragraph on the 
genocide of the Armenians be re-included in the Final Report of the-above 
mentioned study. One can only hope for a better, brighter future of humanity, by 
accepting and condemning past wrongdoings. 

With the hope of an acknowledgement, I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 

Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
Principal 

ZMM/ss 
 

ÆÝãå¿ë ÕñÏáõ³Í Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»ñáõë å³ï³ëË³ÝÝ»ñ¿Ý Ûëï³Ï Ï’ÁÉÉ³ñ` ï»Õ»-
Ï³·ñÇÝ Ù¿ç Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓáõÙÇÝ Ï³ñ»ÉÇáõÃÇõ-
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ÝÁ ·ñ»Ã¿ ãù³ó³Í ¿ñ, »õ ³Ù¿Ý ÇÝã Ó·áõ³Í Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõ-
ó³µ»ñÇÝ: 

ä¿ïù ¿ñ Ýáñ áõÕÇ ÙÁ, Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ã»½Á ½ûñ³óÝáÕ Ýáñ ÷³ëï³ñÏ ÙÁ 
·ïÝ»É: 

²Û¹ ·ï³Ýù ëïáñ»õ Ýßáõ³Í Ó»õáí: 
1979ÇÝ Ø»ÍÝ ´ñÇï³ÝÇáÛ ²ñï³ùÇÝ ¶áñÍáó Ü³Ë³ñ³ñáõÃ»³Ý 1948Ç ³ñ-

ËÇõÝ»ñÁ µ³óáõ³Í ¿ÇÝ: ØÝ³ÛáõÝ ÃÕÃ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç ¿Ç ³Ý·ÉÇ³óÇ å³ïÙ³-
µ³Ý øñÇëÃáýÁñ àõáùÁñÇ Ñ»ï: ÆñÙ¿ ËÝ¹ñ³Í ¿Ç áñ Ñ³Ûáó í»ñ³µ»ñ»³É ÇÝã áñ 
·ïÝ¿ñ`ï»Õ»Ï³óÝ¿ñ ÇÝÍÇ: ÆÝù ³ñËÇõÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ·ï³Í ¿ñ F.O.371/72180 
Ãáõ³Ñ³Ù³ñÇÝ ï³Ï í³õ»ñ³ÃáõÕÃ ÙÁ, áñáõÝ Ù¿ç Ç ÙÇçÇ ³ÛÉáó Ï’Áëáõ¿ñ Ã¿ 
Ø²ÎÇ Ù¿ç 1948ÇÝ, Çµñ»õ ë³ÑÙ³Ý³÷³Ïáõ³Í (restricted) ï»Õ»Ï³ïáõáõÃÇõÝ, 
ÙÇ³ÛÝ å»ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñáõÝ µ³ÅÝáõ³Í ¿ñ áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇ-
ñáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ, áñáõÝ Ù¿ç áõÃÁ ¿ç»ñáõ íñ³Û ÙÇç³ÝÏ»³É ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ Ï³ñ Ñ³Ûáó 
íñ³Û ·áñÍ³¹ñáõ³Í ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý` Çµñ»õ Ù³ñ¹ÏáõÃ»³Ý ¹¿Ù ·áñÍáõ³Í 
á×ÇñÇ: 368 ¿çÝáó ³Ûë §î»Õ»Ï³ïáõáõÃÇõÝ ä³ï»ñ³½Ù³Ï³Ý à×ñ³·áñÍÝ»ñáõ 
¸³ï³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ¿ Ì³·áÕ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó ì»ñ³µ»ñ»³É¦ ÝÇõÃÇÝ ¿ç 
7¿Ý 15Á ÏÁ í»ñ³µ»ñ¿ÇÝ Ø»Í ºÕ»éÝÇ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ üñ³Ýë³ÛÇ, Ø»ÍÝ ´ñÇï³ÝÇáÛ 
»õ èáõëÇáÛ ÏáÕÙ¿ 28 Ø³ÛÇë 1915ÇÝ úëÙ³Ý»³Ý ÂáõñùÇáÛ Õ»Ï³í³ñáõÃ»³Ý 
áõÕÕáõ³Í ³½¹³ñ³ñ³·ÇñÇÝ, ³Ýáñ Ý³ËÁÝÃ³óÇ Ñ³Ý·³Ù³ÝùÇÝ, ê»õñÇ »õ Èá-
½³ÝÇ ¸³ßÝ³·Çñ»ñáõ Ï³å³ÏÇó Ûû¹áõ³ÍÝ»ñáõÝ: 

´ñÇï³Ý³Ï³Ý í³õ»ñ³ÃáõÕÃÁ ã¿ñ å³ñ÷³Ï»ñ Ø²ÎÇ ï»Õ»Ï³ïáõáõÃÇõ-
ÝÁ, ³ÛÉ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ÏÁ Ýß¿ñ ³Ýáñ ÃÇõÁ, »õ ÏÁ å³ïÙ¿ñ Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó 
Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ ³Ý¹³Ù ã»ÕáÕ ÂáõñùÇáÛ Çñ³ñ³ÝóáõÙÁ ï»Õ»Ï³ïáõáõÃ»³Ý 
Ññ³ï³ñ³ÏáõÃ»Ý¿Ý »ïù: ²Ý ÏÁ Ýß¿ñ Ã¿ ÂáõñùÇáÛ ÈáÝïáÝÇ Ùûï ¹»ëå³ÝÁ 
²Ý·ÉÇáÛ üáñ¿ÛÝ úýÇë¿Ý êÁñ úñÙ ê³ñ×ÁÝÃÇÝ ¹ÇÙ»ñ ¿ñ Áë»Éáí Ã¿ ï»Õ»Ï³-
ïáõáõÃÇõÝÁ ï³Ï³õÇÝ Ø²ÎÇ îÝï»ë³Ï³Ý ºõ ÀÝÏ»ñ³ÛÇÝ ÊáñÑáõñ¹¿Ý å¿ïù ¿ 
í³õ»ñ³óáõ¿ñ »õ ÏÁ Û³ÛïÝ¿ñ Ã¿ ÂáõñùÇ³ åÇïÇ ³é³ç³ñÏ¿ Ð³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ 
². ä³ï»ñ³½ÙÇ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ ¹¿åù»ñáõ ÛÇß³ï³ÏáõÃ»³Ý çÝçáõÙÁ, §ù³ÝÇ áñ 
ÉÇáíÇÝ ³ÝÏ³å³ÏÇó ¿ñ Ý»ñÏ³Û áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃ»³Ý, áñ ÏÁ ÙÇï¿ñ ³Ý¹ñ³-
¹³éÝ³É Ð³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ ´. ä³ï»ñ³½Ù¿Ý »ïù ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»óáÕ å³ï»ñ³½-
Ù³Ï³Ý á×ñ³·áñÍÝ»ñáõ ¹³ï³í³ñáõÃ»Ý¿Ý Í³·áÕ Ñ³ñó»ñáõÝ¦: ¸»ëå³ÝÁ 
´ñÇï³ÝÇáÛ Ý»óáõÏÁ ÏÁ ËÝ¹ñ¿ñ: êÁñ ê³ñ×ÁÝÃ ËáëïáõÙ ã¿ñ ï³ñ, ³ÛÉ Ñ³ñó 
Ïáõ ï³ñ Ã¿ ³ñ¹Ç Ãáõñù Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ÇÝãáõ± Ï’áõ½¿ñ å³ßïå³Ý Ï³Ý·-
ÝÇÉ Ý³ËÏÇÝ úëÙ³Ý»³Ý í³ñã³Ó»õÇ ³ñ³ñùÝ»ñáõÝ: Âáõñù ¹»ëå³ÝÁ ¹Çï»É Ïáõ 
ï³ñ Ã¿ Çñ»Ýó çÝç»É áõ½³Í Ù³ëÁ ·ñáõ³Í ¿ñ É»Ñ å³ïáõÇñ³ÏÇÝ ÏáÕÙ¿, §áñ 
Û³ÛïÝ³å¿ë ËáñÑñ¹³ÛÇÝ Ï³é³í³ñáõÃ»Ý¿Ý Ññ³Ñ³Ý·áõ³Í ¿ñ…¦: ²Ý·-
ÉÇ³óÇù, ë³Ï³ÛÝ, ÏÁ ×ß¹¿ÇÝ Ã¿ ï»Õ»Ï³ïáõáõÃ»³Ý å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý Ù³ë»ñÁ ·ñá-
ÕÁ áã Ã¿ È»Ñ³ëï³ÝÇ å³ïáõÇñ³ÏÝ ¿ñ, ³ÛÉ É»Ñ ù³Õ³ù³óÇ ¸áÏï. ÈÇÃ³õëùÇ, 
áñ Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ ÏáÕÙ¿ å³ßïûÝÇ Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ñ Çµñ»õ ûñ¿Ýë·¿ï: ²å³ êÁñ 
ê³ñ×ÁÝÃ ¹Çï»É Ïáõ ï³ñ Ã¿ Ø²ÎÇ ä³ï»ñ³½Ù³Ï³Ý à×ÇñÝ»ñáõ Ú³ÝÓÝ³-
ËáõÙµÇ ³ï»Ý³å»ï êÁñ ð³åÁñÃ øñ¿ÛÏ µ³ñÓñûñ¿Ý ·Ý³Ñ³ï³Í ¿ñ ÈÇÃ³õë-
ùÇÇ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÁ: Ø»ÍÝ ´ñÇï³ÝÇ³ ÂáõñùÇáÛ ÏÁ Ëáëï³Ý³ñ Ý»óáõÏ Ï³Ý·ÝÇÉ 
ÙÇ³ÛÝ ³ï»Ý³·ñáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç µáÕáùÇ ³ñï³Û³ÛïáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñ»Éáõ 
Ù¿ç8: 
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²Ûë Ù³ëÇÝ ³é³çÇÝ ³Ý·³Ù ·ñ»óÇ ÊûëÝ³Ï ä³ßïûÝ³Ã»ñÃÇÝ Ù¿ç9: ¶ñáõ-
ÃÇõÝë ³õ³ñï³Í ¿Ç Ñ»ï»õ»³É ïáÕ»ñáí. §ÚáÛëáí »Ýù áñ ³Ûë Ï³ñ»õáñ Ý³-
ËÁÝÃ³óÇ ·áÛáõÃÇõÝÁ åÇïÇ ¹Çõñ³óÝ¿ Ø²ÎÇ ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý í»ñçÝ³Ï³Ý 
ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ Ù¿ç 30ñ¹ Ûû¹áõ³ÍÇ í»ñ³Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙÁ: ²é ³Û¹, ³ÝÑ³ï³Ï³Ý 
Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝáõÃ»³Ùµ, ³é áñ ³ÝÏ ¿ ï»Õ»³Ï å³Ñ³Í »Ýù` ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ¹Ç-
ÙáõÙÝ»ñÁ ÁÝ»Éáí¦10: 

ì»ñÇ ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ÉáÛëÇÝ ï³Ï ¿ñ áñ øáõñÃ ì³ÉïÑ³ÛÙÇÝ 9 ÚáõÝÇë 
1979 »õ Öáñ× äñ»ÝïÇÝ` 1 ê»åï»Ùµ»ñ 1979ÇÝ ·ñ»Ã¿ ÝáÛÝ³ÝÙ³Ý Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»ñ 
·ñ»óÇ: ²Ûë í»ñçÇÝ¿Ý »ñÏ³ñ å³ï³ëË³Ý ÙÁ ëï³ó³Û: ¼³ñÙ³ó³Û áñ Öáñ× 
äñ»Ýï áñ ÙÇßï ‘å³ñáÝ’áí ÏÁ ¹ÇÙ¿ñ ³ÝÓÇë, ³Ûë ³Ý·³Ù ÇÝùÝÇñÙ¿ ¹áÏïáñ 
ïÇïÕáëÁ ïáõ³Í ¿ñ, ½áñ ã¿Ç û·ï³·áñÍ³Í »õ ãáõÝ¿Ç: Öáñ× äñ»ÝïÇÝ ËÝ¹ñ³Í 
¿Ç áñ ÇÙ 1 ê»åï»Ùµ»ñ 1979 Ãáõ³ÏÇñ Ý³Ù³Ïë Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñÇÝ 
÷áË³Ýó¿: ²Ý ³Û¹å¿ë ³É Áñ³Í ¿ñ, »õ Çñ å³ï³ëË³Ý Ý³Ù³ÏÝ ³É Ïó³Í` 
áñå¿ë½Ç Ñ³õ³ë³ñ³Ïßéáõ³Í Ùûï»óáõÙ óáÛó ï³ñ: ´Ý³Ï³Ý³µ³ñ, 26 ÜáÛ»Ù-
µ»ñ 1979ÇÝ å³ï³ëË³Ý»óÇ Çñ»Ý »õ 11 ¸»Ïï»Ùµ»ñ 1979ÇÝ å³ï³ëË³Ý Ý³Ù³Ï 
ëï³ó³Û Ã¿` µ³óÇ »Ã¿ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ èáõÑ³ßÇ³ÝùÇùû ³ÛÉ³å¿ë áñá-
ß¿ñ, ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³ñóÇÝ Û³ïáõÏ ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ (E/CN.4/Sub2/416) åÇ-
ïÇ ÙÝ³ñ ³ÛÝå¿°ë` ÇÝãå¿ë áñ ¿ñ, ³ÛëÇÝùÝ` ³é³Ýó 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý: 

êïáñ»õ Ïáõ ï³Ù äñ»ÝïÇ ·ñ³Í Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»ñë »õ ëï³óáõ³Í å³ï³ëË³Ý-
Ý»ñÁ: 
 

September 1, 1979 
Personal 
Your Ref. G/SO 231/1 (2) 
 
George Brand, Chief 
Research Studies and 
Prevention of Discrimination Section 
Division of Human Rights 
United Nations Office at Geneva 
CH - 1211 - Geneve 10 
Switzerland 
 
Dear Sir, 

 
The U.N. Economic and Social Council endorsed on May 4, 1979 the 

recommendations of the 35th session of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights 
1520th meeting (E/CN.4/SR.1520). The approved recommendation ventured to 
hope that the Special Rapporteur on the Study of the Question of the prevention 
and punishment of the Crime of Genocide, would take into account the 
communications on the ommissions of certain passages of a historical nature. As 
most of the observers in their speeches referred to the ommission of paragraph 30 
of the said Rapporteur's progress report (E/CN.4/Sub. 2/L. 583), we are hopeful it 
will be re-included in the Final Report. 

At this stage we wish to bring to your good self’s esteemed attention that on 
July 21, 1946 the Economic and Social Council requested the U.N. Secretary 
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General to make arrangements for the collection and publication of Information 
concerning Human Rights arising from trials of war criminals. And indeed a 368 
pages report was prepared entitled “Information Concerning Human Rights 
Arising from trials of War Criminals.” (E/CN.4/w.20). The Report was before the 
Human Rights Commission, at its Second Session at Geneva in December 1947. 

The Commission expressed appreciation of the report and suggested that the 
Secretariat should publish it. This recommendation of the Human Rights 
Commission was before the Economic and Social Council at its Sixth Session (see 
paragraph 45 of E/600). The Council gave no further directions and the document 
was issued by the Secretariat as a restricted document on May 15, 1948. Pages 7-
15 referred to the massacres of the Armenians in Turkey, the Declarations by the 
governments of France, Great Britain and Russia, on that subject in May 1915, and 
the relevant provisions of the treaties of Sevres and Lausanne. 

We sincerely hope that through your good offices the above shall be brought 
to the attention of the Special Rapporteur Mr. Nicodeme Ruhashyankiko. 

Yours respectfully, 
Zaven M. Messerlian 

Principal 
REF. No: G/SO 231/1 (2) 
 

25 September 1979 
Dear Dr. Messerlian, 

Thank you for your letter of 1 September 1979 concerning principally United 
Nations document E/CN. 4/W. 20. Your reference to this document, I may say in 
passing, was of particular interest to me personally, since I wrote about half of its 
contents as a member of the Secretariat of the United Nations War Crimes 
Commission before joining the United Nations Secretariat. I did not, however, 
contribute the passages to which you draw attention. 

At your invitation, I will forward a copy of your letter to the Special 
Rapporteur, but I will, in order to place the matter into perspective, send him also a 
copy of this present reply to you. 

The document which you mentioned was not prepared by the United Nations 
Secretariat or by any other United Nations organ, but was prepared by the 
Secretariat of the United Nations War Crimes Commission, an independent 
organization whose existence extended from 1943 to 1949. The report was 
certainly prepared at the invitation of the United Nations Secretariat. 

The document was never examined by the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission as a whole, but by a Sub-Committee of three members of the 
Commission which stated in its report (E/CN.4/63) that: “The Human Rights 
Commission will no doubt wish to express its gratitude to the War Crimes 
Commission for these labours.” The Commission “approved” the report of the 
Sub-Committee and transmitted it to the Economic and Social Council 
(E/66o/para. 45). As you mentioned in your letter, the Council took no action on 
the matter. 

As regards your references to the contents of the report of the War Crimes 
Commission, I would only mention the statement on its page 21 that the Peace 



 451

Treaty of Sevres between Turkey and the Allied Powers did not come into force 
and that the Treaty of Lausanne, which replaced it, did not contain provisions 
respecting the punishment of war crimes but was accompanied by a “Declaration 
of Amnesty” for all offences committed between 1 August 1914 and 20 November 
1922. 

As regards your first paragraph, it is necessary to recall that the sentiment 
concerning the reinsertion into the genocide report of historical passages was 
expressed by the Commission’s chairman, and that the Commission agreed to 
reflect it in its report (E/1979/36, paragraph 313). The Commission’s decision on 
the genocide report (decision 9 (XXXV)) was simply that the study “should be 
given the widest possible distribution.” 

I feel that, in the interests of accuracy, I should append these points to any 
letter that I write to the Special Rapporteur. 

Yours sincerely, 
George Brand 

Chief 
Research, Studies and 

Prevention of Discrimination Section 
Division of Human Rights 

Dr. Zaven M. Messerlian 
Principal 
Armenian Evangelical College 
BEIRUT 
Lebanon 

November 26, 1979 
Personal 
Your Ref, G/SO 231/1 (2) 
Mr. George Brand, Chief 
Research, Studies and 
Prevention of Discrimination Section 
Division of Human Rights 
United Nations Office at Geneva 
 
Dear Mr. Brand, 

 
Thank you for your letter dated 25 September 1979. I appreciate your 

forwarding of my letter dated September 1, to the Special Rapporteur. 
Even though the U. N. document E/CN.4/W.20 was prepared by the 

independent organization Secretariat of the United Nations War Crimes 
Commission at the invitation of the U. N. Secretariat, it was done so upon the 
request put forward on July 21, 1946 of the U. N. Economic and Social Council, to 
the U. N. Secretary General, to make arrangements for the collection and 
publication of information concerning human rights arising from trials of war 
criminals and traitors. It is also a fact that the U. N. Economic and Social Council 
re-issued the document in question as a restricted Council document on May 15, 
1948. 



 452

I appreciate your explanations and the fact that your goodself had a part in 
preparing half of the contents of the said document (excluding the parts to which I 
drew attention). The parts concerning the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians, 
was the work of Dr. Litawski. 

I will highly appreciate, if you will be kind to dispatch me the Special 
Rapporteur's Final Report, if and when it is published, and the minutes of any 
future Council or sub-commission meeting where paragraph 30's fate is dealt with. 

Yours sincerely, 
Zaven M. Messerlian, M. A. 

Principal 
ZMM/ss 
 

11 December 1979 
Dear Mr. Messerlian, 

Thank you for your letter of 26 November 1979. 
I am enclosing a copy of the report on genocide as it now exists, document 

E/CN.4/Sub.2/416. 
Unless Mr. Ruhashiankiko decides otherwise, this will be his final report on 

the subject. If, however, he should make any change in the report, this would 
appear as a corrigendum to the present document. 

Yours sincerely, 
George Brand 

Chief 
Research, Studies and Prevention of Discrimination Section 

Mr. Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
Principal 
Armenian Evangelical College 
BEIRUT 
Lebanon 
 

Öáñ× äñ»Ýï ³é³ÝÓÇÝ Ý³Ù³Ïáí ³½ÝáõáõÃÇõÝÁ Ï’áõÝ»Ý³ñ ï»Õ»Ï³óÝ»-
Éáõ Ã¿ ÇÝù Ñ³Ý·ëï»³Ý åÇïÇ Ïáãáõ¿ñ »õ ½ÇÝù åÇïÇ ÷áË³ñÇÝ¿ñ ¾ÙÇÉ ØáÙ÷-
áõ³ÝÁ: 

Ð³ëÏ Ð³Û³·Çï³Ï³Ý î³ñ»·ÇñùÇÝ Ù¿ç, 1980ÇÝ ÉáÛë ÁÝÍ³Ûáõ³Í ·ñáõ-
Ã»³Ýë` “The Premeditated Nature of the Genocide Perpetrated on Armenians” 
³é³ÝÓÝ³ïÇå¿Ý ûñÇÝ³Ï ÙÁ ÕñÏ»óÇ Ø²ÎÇ Ýáñ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñ ÁÝï-
ñáõ³Í Ê³õÇ¿ ö»ñ¿½ îÁ øáõ¿Û³ñÇÝ, ßÝáñÑ³õáñ»Éáí Ý³»õ Çñ ÁÝïñáõÃÇõÝÁ, 
³å³ Çñ áõß³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý Û³ÝÓÝ»Éáí çÝçáõ³Í 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý í»ñ³Ñ³ë-
ï³ïÙ³Ý Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ` 28 ÚáõÝáõ³ñ 1982 Ãáõ³ÏÇñ Ý³Ù³ÏÇë Ù¿ç: êïá-
ñ»õ` Ø²ÎÇ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñÇÝ ·ñ³Í Ý³Ù³Ïë: 

January 28, 1982 
Personal 
The Honourable 
Javier Pérez de Cuellar 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
U.N. Headquarters 
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New York, N.Y. 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

First of all, I wish to congratulate you on your election to the important task of 
U.N. Secretary General and wish you success in all your endeavours to maintain 
world peace. I hope in your term of office, the human rights of minorities and 
small nations will be defended by your goodself. 

Profiting from this occasion I wish to bring to your esteemed attention a 
problem of concern to us. I am also enclosing herewith, an offprint of my recent 
study The Premeditated Nature of the Genocide Perpetrated on Armenians, for 
your perusal. 

In 1973, a U.N. progress report entitled Study of the Question of the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (E/CN.4/Sub. 2/L.583) had 
alluded in a general manner to the genocide perpetrated on the Armenians in 1915 
(paragraph 30). In 1974 Turkey objected to the inclusion of this paragraph along 
with some other states. The Rapporteur unfortunately complied with the expressed 
wish. This created a wide reaction. In 1978-1979 several states, including the 
U.S.A., U.S.S.R., France, etc. in the 35th session of the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights, in its 1520th meeting (E/ CN .4/SR .1520) approved a 
recommendation which ventured to hope that the Special Rapporteur of the above 
mentioned study, would take into account the communications on the ommissions 
of certain passages of a historical nature. As most of the observers had referred to 
the ommission of the said paragraph 30, it was hoped it will be re-included in the 
Final Report. We understand no change has been done, nor a corrigendum issued. 

Whereas, the genocide perpetrated on the Armenian nation claimed more than 
1.5 million lives, about half of our nation, and it was the first genocide of the 20th 
century, 

Whereas, Adolf Hitler, himself was inspired from the oblivion of the genocide 
of the Armenians, and cited it to his generals, and S.S. staff in Obersalzburg on 
August 22, 1939, before the Holocaust of World War II (Nazi conspiracy and 
Aggression, office of the United States Chief Counsel for prosecution o f Axis 
Criminality, Washington D.C. 1946, vol. VII, p. 753), 

Whereas a U.N. report entitled “Information Concerning Human Rights 
Arising from Trials of War Criminnals” (E/CN.4/W.20) has devoted 8 pages to the 
massacres of Armenians in World War I, thus setting a precedent, 

Whereas the Nuremberg Trial of Nazi War Criminals was in one way legally 
justified by the precedent of the massacres of the Armenians and the Allied 
warning to the Ottoman government in 1915 (Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1915, 
British Foreign Office Public Records F.O. 371/2488). During the judgement of 
the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg the French delegate Prof. Andre 
Gros had mentioned that during the massacres of the Armenians in 1915 his 
government had declared that in view of these “crimes against humanity” the 
Allied governments had declared the Ottoman cabinet and their agents would be 
personally responsible for their acts. (International Conference on Military Trials, 
p. 293, 360), 
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Whereas the aetiology of genocide should include past genocides, particularly 
those of the 20th century, 

The genocide perpetrated on the Armenians should not be left out of any 
serious study, for historical, legal and moral considerations, 

We request your kind and high intervention to see that this least justice is done 
to the Armenians. 

Yours sincerely, 
Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 

Principal 
ZMM/ss 
 

êáÛÝ Ý³Ù³ÏÇÝ å³ï³ëË³ÝÝ ëï³ó³Û ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñÇÝ ³Ýáõ-
Ýáí` î³ÝÁÉï üÇó÷³ÃñÇù¿Ý, áñ Ú³ïáõÏ ú·Ý³Ï³ÝÝ ¿ñ ø³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý »õ 
Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÝ³Ï³Ý Ð³ñó»ñáõ ºÝÃ³-ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñÇÝ ø³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý »õ 
ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ÄáÕáíÇ ·áñÍ»ñáõ ¶ñ³ë»Ý»³ÏÇÝ: 5 Ø³ñï 1982 Ãáõ³ÏÇñ Ý³-
Ù³ÏÇÝ Ù¿ç ³Ý ÏÁ ÛÇß»óÝ¿ñ Ã¿ Ð³Ûáó ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³ñóÁ ¹áõñë Ó·áõ³Í 
¿ñ ï»Õ»Ï³·Çñ¿Ý »õ Ã¿ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñÁ Ï³Ù Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ 
³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñÁ ã¿ÇÝ ÏñÝ³ñ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñÇÝ ·ñ³Í ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ µ³ñ»÷á-
Ë»É: 

êïáñ»õ` üÇó÷³ÃñÇùÇ Ý³Ù³ÏÁ: 
 

5 March 1982 
Dear Mr. Messerlian, 
 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 28 January 1982 addressed to 
the Secretary-General, expressing kind words of congratulation, and drawing his 
attention to certain events covered in your recent study of genocide. 

As you know, there is a lengthy history underlying the final report of the 
Study of the Question of the Crime of Genocide, which was prepared in 1978 by a 
Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities. While this study was considered at the 31st session 
of the Sub-Commission and subsequently endorsed by the 35th session of the 
Commission on Human Rights, excerpts from official records (enclosed) reflect 
that: 

“Some members of the Sub-Commission on Human Rights expressed regret 
over the deletion from the study of reference to the massacre of Armenians by the 
Ottoman Empire in the years 1915 to 1918 which had appeared in an earlier 
document submitted by the Special Rapporteur.” 

You will also note, however, that the study was supported by a majority of the 
Sub-Commission’s members, and that the Special Rapporteur had discussed in 
detail his recommendations, and reasons for leaving the final report intact. 

I might add that in this regard, it is not within the competence of the 
Secretary-General nor Commission members to amend the reports of the Sub-
Commission’s Special Rapporteurs who function in their personal capacities as 
independent experts. 
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I wish to thank you for your interest in this matter and assure you of the 
Secretary-General’s deep concern for violations of fundamental human rights 
wherever they may occur. 

Yours sincerely, 
Donald E. Fitzpatrick 
Special Assistant for 

Political and Humanitarian Affairs 
Office of the Under-Secretary-General for 

Political and General Assembly Affairs 
Mr. Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. 
Principal 
Armenian Evangelical College 
BEIRUT 
Lebanon 

 
Ü³Ù³ÏÝ»ñáõë Ù¿ç ÛÇß³ï³Ïáõ³Í Ø²ÎÇ 1948Ç ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ` E/CN.4/W/20, 

³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ¿ñ Ó»éù Ó·»É, Û³ïÏ³å¿ë` Ñ³Ûáó í»ñ³µ»ñáÕ 7-8 ¿ç»ñÁ ·ïÝ»É: 
È»õáÝ ø¿ßÇß»³ÝÇÝ ·ñ»óÇ: ²Ý Ø²ÎÇ Ù¿ç ÷áñÓ»ó ·ïÝ»É: 

â·ï³õ: 
Æ í»ñçáÛ ûñ ÙÁ, Ùûñ³ùñáçë ï³Ý Ù¿ç, Çñ ³ÙáõëÇÝÇÝ Ñ³ñ³½³ïÝ»ñ¿Ý º-

ñáõë³Õ¿ÙÇ ÑÇÝ Ñ³Û»ñ¿Ý äñÝ. Ê³ã³ïáõñ Ê³ã³ïáõñ»³ÝÇÝ (áñ Û»ïáÛ` ÈÇµ³-
Ý³ÝÇ ù³Õ³ù³óÇ³Ï³Ý å³ï»ñ³½ÙÇÝ ëå³ÝÝáõ»ó³õ) Ñ»ï Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ¸³ïÇ 
Ù³ëÇÝ å³ï³Ñ³Ï³Ý Ëûë³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý ÙÁ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ, »ñµ ÇÙ ÷ÝïéïáõùÇë Ù³-
ëÇÝ Ëûë»ó³Û, ï»Õ»Ï³óáõó áñ Ø²ÎÇ ·ñ³¹³ñ³Ý³í³ñÁ Çñ Ñ³ñ³½³ïÝ»ñ¿Ý 
äñÝ. ÜÇùáÉ³ öáÃáõù»³ÝÝ ¿ñ: ¶ñ»óÇ ³Ýáñ, »õ 24 ²åñÇÉ 1981ÇÝ äñÝ. öáÃáõù-
»³Ý ¹ñ³å¿ë ÁÝ¹³é³ç»ó ·ñ»Éáí áñ Ñ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý É³õ³·áÛÝ ß³Ñ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ 
û·ï³·áñÍ¿Ç Çñ Ý»ñ÷³Ï³Í Ñ³Ûáó í»ñ³µ»ñáÕ E/CN.4/W/20 ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ ¿ç 7-
15Á: ²Ý Ýß»ó, áñ ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ Ý³ËÏÇÝ ÃÇõÁ` áñáõÝ ï³Ï å³Ñáõ³Í ¿ñ ³Û¹, 
÷áËáõ³Í ¿ñ: 

²Ý·³Ù ÙÁ áñ áõÝ»ó³Û í³õ»ñ³ÃáõÕÃÁ, ³Ý·É»ñ¿Ýáí` Ù»ÏÝ³µ³Ý³Ï³Ý 
·ñáõÃÇõÝ ÙÁ` “A United Nations Report in 1948 Related to the Armenian 
Genocide” í»ñÝ³·ñáí ÉáÛë ÁÝÍ³Û»óÇ Ð³ëÏ Ð³Û³·Çï³Ï³Ý î³ñ»·ÇñùÇÝ Ù¿ç11: 

È»õáÝ ø¿ßÇß»³ÝÇ Ñ»ï ÙÝ³ÛáõÝ ÃÕÃ³Ïó³Ï³Ý Ï³åÇ Ù¿ç ¿Ç »õ ½ÇÝù ï»Õ-
»³Ï ÏÁ å³Ñ¿Ç Ï³ï³ñ³Í ³ßË³ï³Ýù¿ë »õ ÕñÏáõ³Í áõ ëï³óáõ³Í Ý³Ù³ÏÝ»-
ñ¿Ý: Æñ»Ý ³É ûñÇÝ³Ï ÙÁ ÕñÏ³Í ¿Ç “A United Nations Report in 1948 Related to 
the Armenian Genocide” áõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃ»³Ýë ³é³ÝÓÝ³ïÇå¿Ý: 

²Ñ³ Ã¿ ÇÝã ÏÁ ·ñ¿ñ È»õáÝ ø¿ßÇß»³Ý Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ ÏáÕÙ¿ Ññ³ï³ñ³Ïáõ³Í 
The Armenian WeeklyÇ 11 ÚáõÝÇë 1983Ç ÃÇõÇÝ Ù¿ç, This and That from New 
York Çñ ëÇõÝ³ÏÇÝ Ù¿ç: 

Dr. Zaven Messerlian of Beirut has published a very important article on 
the question of genocide. He has succeeded in obtaining a "restricted" copy of 
a report by the United Nations on the genocide, in which mention of the 
Turkish massacres of the Armenians is adequately mentioned. This restricted 
report is E/CN.4/W.20/Corr. 1 of May 28, 1948, which is not available to 
those trying to study the question of genocide at the U.N. 
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The report was issued in a restricted manner by the Commission on 
Human Rights, Third Session, entitled "Information concerning human rights 
arising from the trials of war criminals." Messerlian was looking for this 
report for many years and finally received a tip from a British historian. He 
managed to obtain a copy from the British archives. 

In my study on genocide, examining the U.N. official records, including 
the tapes of the meetings, I found no mention of the Armenians, but the 
restricted document released by Messerlian is a very important revelation. 
Bravo Zaven. He has been an active collaborator in the field of paragraph 30 
and he kept a regular correspondence with the U.N. Secretary General and the 
Department of Human Rights. (One of the last letters he obtained from the 
United Nations is dated March 5 and a copy was sent to me.) 

Now that the Economic and Social Council has endorsed the appointment 
of a new Rapporteur to complete the study of genocide, I expect the result to 
be more forceful with the new document which was never mentioned in the 
study by the former Special Rapporteur on genocide, Nicodeme 
Ruhashyankiko12. 

 
²Ù¿Ý¿Ý Ï³ñ»õáñÁ ³ÛÝ ¿ñ áñ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ èáõÑ³ßÇ³ÝùÇùû å³ß-

ïûÝ³ÃáÕ »Õ³Í ¿ñ »õ Ýáñ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ ÙÁ åÇïÇ Ýß³Ý³Ïáõ¿ñ: àõë-
ïÇ, 1 ÚáõÉÇë 1983 Ãáõ³ÏÇñ Ý³Ù³Ïáí å³ï³ëË³Ý»óÇ î³ÝÁÉï üÇó÷³ÃñÇùÇ 5 
Ø³ñï 1982Ç Ý³Ù³ÏÇÝ »õ Çñ»Ý ÕñÏ»óÇ Ý³»õ “A United Nations Report in 1948 
Related to the Armenian Genocide” ³é³ÝÓÝ³ïÇå¿Ý, ËÝ¹ñ»Éáí áñ Ý³Ù³ÏÇë 
Ù¿ç Ýß³Í ÝÏ³ïáÕáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñë Ï³Ù ³é³ÝÓÝ³ïÇåë Ýáñ ½»Ïáõó³µ»ñÇÝ áõ-
ß³¹ñáõÃ»³Ý Û³ÝÓÝ¿ñ: 

êïáñ»õ` ³Û¹ Ý³Ù³ÏÁ. 
 

July 1, 1983 
Mr. Donald E. Fitzpatrick 
Special Assistant for 
Political and Humanitarian Affairs 
Office of the Under-Secretary-General for 
Political and General Assembly Affairs 
United Nations, N.Y. 10017 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

I wish belatedly to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated March 5, 1982. 
The reason for the delay is that due to the recent war in Lebanon, my article A 
United Nations Report in 1948 Related to the Armenian Genocide was just only 
recently published. I am enclosing herewith a copy. 

The U.N. Economic and Social Council, at its 15th meeting, on 27 May 1983, 
adopted resolution 1983/33 which calls for the revision and updating of the Study 
of the Question of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(E/CN.4/Sub. 2/416). The Council further requests the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to appoint one of its 
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members as a Special Rapporteur with the mandate to revise as a whole the above 
mentioned report, taking into consideration the views expressed by the members of 
the Sub-Commission and the Commission on Human Rights as well as replies of 
Governments, specialized agencies and other organizations of the U.N. regional 
organizations and non-governmental organizations to a questionnaire prepared by 
the Special Rapporteur. 

Now, that the report will be revised, it is necessary that the views expressed in 
the 31st session of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discriminations and 
Protection of Minorities (E/CN.4/1296, E/CN.4/Sub. 2/417 dated 20 September 
1978, p. 46 paragraph 237) be taken into consideration s, as well as the references 
in the 35th session of the Commission on the Human-Rights over the deletion from 
the study of a reference to the massacre of Armenians by the Ottoman Empire in 
the years 1915 to 1918 which had appeared in an earlier document submitted by 
the Special Rapporteur (paragraph 30, E/CN.4/Sub.2/416). 

The genocide perpetrated on the Armenians cannot be left out of any serious 
study, as the U.N. Economic and Social Council’s Commission on Human Rights 
Third Session report E/CN.4/W.20 dated 28 May 1948, has already done so 
extensively because the massacres of 1915-18 were considered by the Allied 
Nations by their memorandum to the Ottoman authorities, on 28 May 1915 as 
“crimes against humanity and civilization”. This was taken up in Article 230 of the 
Treaty of Sevres, and later set a legal precedent for Articles 6(c) and 5(c) of the 
Nuremberg and Tokyo charters by which the war criminals were tried, sentenced 
and punishment. 

I will highly appreciate if my remarks and/or my article’s offprint are brought 
to the attention of the new Special Rapporteur through your kind Intervention. 

Yours sincerely, 
Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A. FIBA13 

Principal 
 

È»õáÝ ø¿ßÇß»³Ý ÏñÏÇÝ Armenian WeeklyÇ 27 ú·áëïáë 1983Ç ÃÇõÇÝ Ù¿ç ÏÁ 
·ñ¿ñ, This and That from New York Çñ ëÇõÝ³ÏÇÝ Ù¿ç. 

Dr. Zaven Misserlian of Beirut submitted to the Special Assistant for 
Political and Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations, a copy of his article 
entitled, “A United Nations Report in 1948 of the Armenian Genocide.” He 
wrote in his letter that since the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
calls for the updating of the “Study on the Question of the Presentation and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,” and has requested the Sub-
Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of 
Minorities to appoint a new special rapporteur with the mandate to revise and 
update the genocide study, that the U.N. place his study at the disposal of the 
new rapporteur. 

Dr. Misserlian says that when the report is updated and revised, it will be 
necessary that the views expressed in the 31st session of the Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities (E/CN.4/1296; 
E/CN.4 Sub. 2/417 dated Sept. 20, 1978, page 46, paragraph 237) be taken 
into consideration, as well as the reference in the 35th session of the 
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Commission on Human Rights over the deletion from the study of reference to 
the massacres of the Armenians by the Ottoman Empire in the years 1915 to 
1918, which appeared in earlier reports under paragraph 30, E/CN.4/Sub. 
2/416. 

He further writes that the genocide against the Armenians cannot be left 
out of any serious study, as the U.N. Economic and Social Council’s 
Commission on Human Rights Third Session report E/CN.4/W.20 dated May 
28, 1948, has already said extensively, because the massacres of 1915-18 were 
considered by the Allied Nations in their memorandum to the Ottoman 
authorities on May 28, 1915, as “crimes against humanity and civilization.” 
This was taken up in Article 230 of the Treaty of Sevres, and later set a legal 
precedent for Article 6(c) and 5(c) of the Nuremburg and Tokyo charter by 
which the war criminals were tried, sentenced and punished. 

Zaven Misserlian, president of the Armenian Evangelical College in 
Beirut, has been very active in the work that resulted finally in the U.N. 
adoption of parapgrah 30. He has worked hard, supplied statements, written 
letters to the Secretary General of the U.N., his greatest contribution being his 
discovery and uncovering of the restricted U.N. document E/CN.4/W.20 of 
May 28, 1948, which I cannot put my hand on at the U.N. headquarters. 
Someone has destroyed or removed this very important document. Once 
again, bravo Zaven for exposing the U.N. and its lack of diligence, and for 
publicly making it known and giving its official, restricted number14. 

 
ø¿ßÇß»³Ý Ý³»õ ÏÁ ·ñ¿ñ The Armenian Reporter (ÜÇõ ºáñù), The Armenian 

Mirror-Spectator (äáëÃÁÝ), The Armenian Observer (Èáë ²Ý×»ÉÁë) Ã»ñÃ»ñáõÝ` 
ÝáÛÝ ÝÇõÃ»ñáí »õ ÝáÛÝ ëÇõÝ³Ïáí: 

Þ³ï ·áÑ ÙÝ³óÇ »ñµ î³ÝÁÉï üÇó÷³ÃñÇù¿Ý 12 ÚáõÉÇë 1983 Ãáõ³ÏÇñ Ý³-
Ù³Ï ÙÁ ëï³ó³Û, áõñ ½Çë ÏÁ ï»Õ»Ï³óÝ¿ñ Ã¿ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñÇÝ áõß³¹-
ñáõÃ»³Ý åÇïÇ Û³ÝÓÝ¿ñ ·ñ³Íë »õ ÕñÏ³Í ³é³ÝÓÝ³ïÇåë: Ð³ë³Í ¿Ç Ýå³-
ï³ÏÇë: 

êïáñ»õ` Çñ Ý³Ù³ÏÁ. 
12 July 1983 

Dear Mr. Messerlian, 
Thank you for your letter of 1 July enclosing a critique of the United Nations 

Report written in 1948 relating to Armenian Genocide. 
As you requested, I shall draw it to the attention of the Special Rapporteur 

through appropriate officials in the Centre for Human Rights at Geneva. 
Yours sincerely, 

Donald E. Fitzpatrick 
Special Assistant 

Political and Humanitarian Affairs 
 
Mr. Zaven M. Messerlian, MA, FIBA  
Principal 
Armenian Evangelical College 
PO Box 3672 
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BEIRUT – Lebanon 
 
Èá½³ÝÇ ¸³ßÝ³·ñÇ 60³Ù»³ÏÇÝ ³éÇÃáí Ð³Û Æñ³õ³Ýó Î»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý Êáñ-

Ñáõñ¹ ÙÁ Ï³½Ùáõ³Í ¿ñ ä¿ÛñáõÃÇ Ù¿ç, áñáõÝ ³Ý¹³Ù³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý Ññ³õÇñáõ³Í 
¿Ç: ú·ïáõ»Éáí ³Û¹ Ñ³Ý·³Ù³Ýù¿Ý ³é³ç³ñÏÇë íñ³Û »õ ÇÙ ËÙµ³·ñáõ-
Ã»³Ùµë Ø²ÎÇ ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ ø³ñïáõÕ³ñ Ê³õÇ¿ ö»ñ¿½ îÁ øáõ¿ÛÛ³ñÇÝ Ñ»ï»õ-
»³É Ý³Ù³ÏÁ ÕñÏáõ»ó³õ Ð³Û Æñ³õ³Ýó Î»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý ÊáñÑáõñ¹ÇÝ15 ÏáÕÙ¿, ½áñ 
ëïáñ»õ Ïáõ ï³Ù: 
 

August 18, 1983 
The Honourable 
Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
United Nations, N.Y. 10017 
 

Dear Sir, 
Whereas, the U.N. Economic and Social Council, at its 15th meeting, on 27 

May 1983, adopted resolution 1983/33 calling for the revision of the Study of the 
Question of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(E/CN.4/Sub. 2/416), as well as the forthcoming appointment of a new Special 
Rapporteur entrusted with the above task, the Central Council of Armenian Rights 
demands in the name of the Armenians of the Diaspora, the re-insert ion of 
paragraph 30 of the original progress report (E/CN.4/Sub. 2/L. 583), on the 
following grounds.- 
a) Any serious study must include the aetiology of genocide, particularly those of 
the 20th century. 
b) 1.5 million Armenians perished, the greater part of their homeland of 
immemorial times vacated of its native inhabitants was seized for good , this 
genocide went unpunished and was soon forgotten, by his very admission Adolf 
Hitler was encouraged by this oblivion and said so to his generals in Obersalzburg 
on August 22, 1939, while giving his directives to attack the Polish people. 
c) Many delegations have already demanded the re-inclusion of the reference to 
the genocide of Armenians (E/CN.4/1296, E/CN.4/Sub. 2/ 417 dated 20 September 
1978, p. 46, paragraph 237). 
d) There is already a precedent, the U.N. Economic and Social Council’s 
Commission on Human Rights, Third Session report E/CN.4/W.20 dated 28 May 
1948, has done so extensively (p. 7-15). 
e) The warning given by the Allied Nations in World War I to Ottoman Turkish 
Government on 28 May 1915 concerning their “crimes against humanity and 
civilization”, later taken up in Article 230 of the Treaty of Sevres, served as a legal 
precedent for Articles 6(c) and 5(c) of the Nuremberg and Tokyo charters for the 
trial of the War Criminals of World War II. 

Therefore for moral, historical and legal reasons the genocide perpetrated on 
the Armenians should be mentioned in the study on genocide which is to be 
revised by a new Special Rapporteur. 
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As this case will be studied in Geneva, at the Human Rights Commission 
meeting to be held between August 15 and September 9, we request you to pass 
this letter to the appropriate Commission, hopefully with your favourable 
recommendation. 

For and on behalf of the Central 
Council of Armenian Rights 

 
àñù³Ý áñ ·Çï»Ù, Ý³Ù³ÏÇÝ å³ï³ëË³Ý ã»Ï³õ Ï³Ù ·¿Ã ï»Õ»³Ï ã»Õ³Û 

ÝÙ³Ý å³ñ³·³Û¿ ÙÁ: 
ØÇÝã ³Û¹, ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý à×ÇñÇ Î³ÝË³ñ·ÇÉÙ³Ý ºõ ä³ïÅáõÙÇ Ð³ñ-

óÇÝ Ýáñ ½»Ïáõó³µ»ñ Ýß³Ý³Ïáõ³Í ¿ñ µñÇï³Ý³óÇ ä»Ý×ÁÙÇÝ àõÇÃÇùÁñ: 9 
ú·áëïáë 1984ÇÝ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ã»ñÃ»ñÁ ·ñ³Í ¿ÇÝ Ã¿ àõÇÃÇùÁñ í»ñëïÇÝ åÇïÇ 
ÁÝ¹·ñÏ¿ñ Ñ³Ûáó íñ³Û ·áñÍ³¹ñáõ³Í ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ Çñ å³ïñ³ëï»ÉÇù 
í»ñçÝ³Ï³Ý ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ Ù¿ç: 

ø³ç³É»ñáõ³Í Éáõñ¿Ý` ·Ý³Ñ³ï³Ï³Ý Ý³Ù³Ï ÙÁ áõÕÕ»óÇ Çñ»Ý, ÙÇ³Å³-
Ù³Ý³Ï Ýß»Éáí ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ å³ßïå³Ý³Í Ï¿ï»ñë: 
  

August 10, 1984 
Benjamin Whitaker, Esq., 
Special Rapporteur on the 
Study of the Question of the prevention and punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide 
United Nations Office at Geneva 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneve 10 
Suisse 
 
Dear Sir, 

 
Yesterday I read a news item in the newspapers which exhilarated me. Finally, 

the paragraph concerning the genocide perpetrated upon the Armenians is going to 
be re-inserted in the U.N. Report, The Study of the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, thanks to your goodself. We highly appreciate your 
integrity, historical objectivity, impartiality and your aloofness from political 
considerations. 

In 1972 in response to a letter of mine directed to the then Secretary General 
of the U.N., I was informed by George Brand then Chief, Section on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, in the U.N. Division of Human 
Rights, on 22 January 1973, in his letter reference SO 236/1 (2) that “the 
information You have sent us will be kept in mind in the preparation of the next 
report on the study which will probably include a chapter on the historical 
background of genocide”. In June 1973 in the initial report (E/CN.4/ Sub.2/416) 
paragraph 30 was included to mention “the first genocide of the 20th century”, as I 
had done in my well documented letter. When the paragraph was unjustly deleted 
due to political pressure, I entered into lengthy corespondences with the U.N. 
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Secretary General, Mr. George Brand, and lastly Mr. Donald E. Fitzpatrick, 
Special Assistant, political and Humanitarian Affairs. 

I had sent to him an offprint of my article A United Nations Report in 1948 
Related to the Armenian Genocide. In his letter dated July 12, 1983 he had 
promised “As you requested, I shall draw it to the attention of the Special 
Rapporteur through appropriate Officials in the Centre for Human Rights at 
Geneva.” I hope that offprint finally came to your hands, for your perusal. The 
U.N. document in question is E/CN.4W.20 of May 28, 1948 pp. 7-15. Therein is 
the warning given by the Allied Nations in World War I to the Ottoman Turkish 
government on 28 May 1915 concerning their “crimes against humanity and 
civilization”. This was later taken up in Article 230 of the Treaty of Sevres and 
served as a legal precedent for Articles 6(c) and 5(c) of the Nuremberg and Tokyo 
charters for the trial of the War Criminals of World War II. 

With my best personal regards and esteem of your goodself, I remain, yours 
sincerely, 

Zaven M. Messerlian, M.A.  
F.I.B.A., A.A.A.B.I.16 

PrincipaI 
 

5 ú·áëïáë¿Ý 30 ú·áëïáë 1985 ï»õáÕ Ø²ÎÇ Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó 
Êïñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Î³ÝË³ñ·ÇÉÙ³Ý ºõ öáùñ³Ù³ëÝáõÃ»³Ýó ä³ßïå³Ýáõ-
Ã»³Ý ºÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ 38ñ¹ Ýëï³ßñç³ÝÇÝ, ºÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ Ú³-
ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ ä»Ý×ÁÙÇÝ àõÇÃÇùÁñÇ ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý í»ñ³µ»ñ»³É ï»-
Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ ùÝÝ³ñÏáõ»ó³õ: Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ ÝÇëï»ñáõÝ ÏÁ Ý³Ë³·³Ñ¿ñ Úáõ-
Ý³ëï³ÝÇ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÁ` îÇÏ. ¾ñÇù³ î³¿ë17: 

ä»Ý×ÁÙÇÝ àõÇÃÇùÁñ ´ñÇï³Ý³Ï³Ý ÊáñÑñ¹³ñ³ÝÇ Ý³ËÏÇÝ ³Ý¹³Ù ¿ñ »õ 
öáùñ³Ù³ëÝáõÃ»³Ýó Æñ³õáõÝùÝ»ñáõ ÊáõÙµÇ ïÝûñ¿Ý áõ 1984-85ÇÝ` Ú³ïáõÏ 
¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ: àõÇÃÇùÁñÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇ 24ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç ÁÝ¹·Íáõ³Í 
¿ñ. §Ü³óÇÝ»ñáõ ³ñ³ñùÁ ¹Åµ³Ëï³µ³ñ Æ. ¹³ñáõ ÙÇ³Ï ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý 
å³ñ³·³Ý ã¿, ³ÛÉ ÏñÝ³Ýù ÛÇß»É Ý³»õ…Ñ³Û»ñáõ ç³ñ¹Á úëÙ³Ý»³Ý ÂáõñùÇáÛ 
ÏáÕÙ¿, 1915-1916ÇÝ…¦: Ðáë Ýßáõ³Í ¿ÇÝ áõÃÁ ³ÛÉ ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ: Ð³-
Ûáó í»ñ³µ»ñ»³É Ý³Ë³¹³ëáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ ÃÇõ 13 Í³ÝûÃ³·ñáõÃ»³Ùµ, Çµñ»õ 
ïáÕ³ï³Ï, ÏÁ Ýß¿ñ. §Ýáõ³½³·áÛÝ Ù¿Ï ÙÇÉÇáÝ, »õ Ñ³õ³Ý³µ³ñ Ñ³Û µÝ³Ïãáõ-
Ã»³Ý Ï¿ë¿Ý ³õ»ÉÇÝ, íëï³Ñ»ÉÇ ·Ý³Ñ³ïáõÃ»³Ùµ »õ Áëï ³ÝÏ³Ë ³ÕµÇõñÝ»-
ñáõ »õ ³Ï³Ý³ï»ëÝ»ñáõ íÏ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý, ëå³ÝÝáõ³Í »Ý »õ Ï³Ù Ù³Ñáõ³Ý Ï³-
ñ³õ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ ùßáõ³Í: ²Ûë ³å³óáÛóÝ»ñÁ »ñ»õ³Ý »Ï³Í »Ý ³ÛÝ ï»Õ»Ï³·Çñ-
Ý»ñ¿Ý, áñáÝù ÏÁ ·ïÝáõÇÝ Ø. Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ, ·»ñÙ³Ý³Ï³Ý »õ ³Ý·ÉÇ³Ï³Ý 
³ñËÇõÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç, ÇÝãå¿ë »õ ³Û¹ ûñ»ñáõÝ úëÙ³Ý»³Ý Î³ÛëñáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç 
·ïÝáõáÕ ¹Çõ³Ý³·¿ïÝ»ñáõÝ, Ý»ñ³é»³É ûëÙ³ÝóÇÝ»ñáõ ¹³ßÝ³ÏÇó ·»ñÙ³Ý 
¹Çõ³Ý³·¿ïÝ»ñáõ Ùûï: ¶»ñÙ³ÝÇáÛ ¹»ëå³Ý ì³ÝÏ»ÝÑ³ÛÙ, ûñÇÝ³Ï, 7 ÚáõÉÇë 
1915ÇÝ ÏÁ ·ñ¿, Ã¿` §Çñ³å¿ë Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ Éñçûñ¿Ý ÏÁ Ñ»ï³åÝ¹¿ Ñ³Û 
ó»ÕÁ úëÙ³Ý»³Ý Î³ÛëñáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç µÝ³çÝç»Éáõ Çñ Ýå³ï³ÏÁ¦ (ìÇÉÑ»ÉÙëÃ-
ñ³ëÇ ³ñËÇõ): Â¿»õ Û³çáñ¹ Ãáõñù Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ û·Ý»ó áñ ¹³ï³ñ³Ý 
Û³ÝÓÝáõÇÝ ç³ñ¹»ñáõ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõÝ»ñ¿Ý ùÇã»ñ, áñáÝù Û³Ýó³å³ñï 
Ñéã³Ïáõ»ó³Ý, ³ÛëáõÑ³Ý¹»ñÓ, Ý»ñÏ³Û Ãáõñù Ï³é³í³ñáõÃ»³Ý å³ßïûÝ³-
Ï³Ý ï»ë³Ï¿ïÁ ³ÛÝ ¿, Ã¿ ç³ñ¹ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³Í ã¿, Ã¿»õ ÏéÇõÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ 
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ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³Í »Ý ÏáñáõëïÝ»ñ »õ ï³ñ³·ñáõÙÝ»ñ, »õ Ã¿ ³ëáñ Ñ³Ï³ëáÕ ³Ù¿Ý 
íÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝ Ï»ÕÍ ¿¦: ²ëáñ ÏÁ Û³çáñ¹»Ý 12 ³ÛÉ³½³Ý ëÏ½µÝ³ÕµÇõñÝ»ñ »õ »ñÏ-
ñáñ¹³Ï³Ý ³ÕµÇõñÝ»ñ, áñáÝóÙ¿ ù³ÝÇ ÙÁ Ñ³ïÁ Ãñù³Ï³Ý ï»ë³Ï¿ïÁ ÏÁ 
å³ïÏ»ñ³óÝ¿ÇÝ: 

ìÇ×³µ³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ ï³ñµ»ñ ß³ñÅ³éÇÃÝ»ñ¿ ÙÕáõ³Í Ï³ñ· 
ÙÁ Ù³ëÝ³·¿ïÝ»ñ, Û³ïÏ³å¿ë ÇëÉ³Ù³Ï³Ý »ñÏÇñÝ»ñ¿ (º·Çåïáë, Úáñ¹³-
Ý³Ý, Ø³ñáù, ä»ÝÏÉ³ï¿ß) »õ ³ñ»õÙï»³Ý Ï³ñ· ÙÁ »ñÏÇñÝ»ñ¿, Çñ ¹¿Ù ³ñï³-
Û³Ûïáõ»ó³Ý å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý å³ñ³·³Ý»ñáõ ÛÇß³ï³ÏáõÙÇÝ »õ Û³ïÏ³å¿ë ³Ý¹-
ñ³¹³ñÓ³Ý 24ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý áõ Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ Ñ³Û»ñáõ å³ñ³·³ÛÇÝ: 

âáñë Ñ³Û»ñ »õë, 19 ú·áëïáëÇÝ »ÉáÛÃ áõÝ»ó³Ý: ²ÝáÝù ¿ÇÝ, Çñ»Ýó »ÉáÛÃ-
Ý»ñáõ ß³ñùáí` ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõ Ð³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ ÊáñÑáõñ¹Ç ØÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ 
Ð³ñó»ñáõ Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇã` öñá ý. Þ³õ³ñß ÂáñÇÏ»³Ý, ¶»-
ñáõÃ»³Ý ¸¿Ù Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó ä³ßïå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ÀÝÏ»ñ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý 
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÁ` äñÝ. Ðñ³Ûñ ä³É»³Ý, ´ÝÇÏÝ»ñáõ Ð³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ ÀÝÏ»-
ñ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇã äñÝ. Ú³ñáõÃ ê³ëáõÝ»³Ý, ò»Õ»ñáõ ºõ ÄáÕá-
íáõñ¹Ý»ñáõ ØÇç»õ ºÕµ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý ØÇáõÃ»³Ý ØÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ Þ³ñÅáõÙÇ Ý»ñÏ³-
Û³óáõóÇã` îùÃ. èáå»ñÃû Ø³ÉË³ë»³Ý: âáñëÝ ³É å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ïáõ»³ÉÝ»ñáí »õ 
³ÛÉ³å¿ë å³ßïå³Ý»óÇÝ Ñ³Ûáó íñ³Û ·áñÍ³¹ñáõ³Í ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ý»-
ñ³éáõÙÁ ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ Ù¿ç: 

ºÉáÛÃ áõÝ»óáÕÝ»ñ¿Ý öñá ý. ÂáñÇÏ»³Ý »õ ê³ëáõÝ»³Ý Ç ÙÇçÇ ³ÛÉáó ÛÇß³-
ï³Ï»óÇÝ ÊûëÝ³ÏÇ ÚáõÉÇë-ê»åï»Ùµ»ñ 1979Ç ÃÇõ 7-9Ç Ù¿ç ³é³çÇÝ ³Ý·³Ù 
Ññ³å³ñ³Ïáõ³Í Ù¿Ï Û³ÛïÝ³µ»ñáõÙë` §ä³ïÙ³Ï³Ý Î³ñ»õáñ Ú³ÛïÝáõÃÇõÝ 
ØÁ` 1948ÇÝ ä³ïñ³ëïáõ³Í Ø²ÎÇ Ø¿Ï î»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ 8 ¾ç»ñ îñ³Ù³¹ñ³Í ¾ñ 
Ø»Í ºÕ»éÝÇÝ¦ Ëáñ³·ñáí: Ú»ï³·³ÛÇÝ ³õ»ÉÇ Ù³Ýñ³Ù³ëÝ áõ å³ïÙ³·Çï³-
Ï³Ý Ó»õáí ½³ÛÝ ïáõ³Í ¿Ç Ð³ëÏ Ð³Û³·Çï³Ï³Ý î³ñ»·ÇñùÇ ´. Ð³ïáñÇÝ Ù¿ç, 
(1981-1982), ³Ý·É»ñ¿Ýáí: 

öñá ý. ÂáñÇÏ»³Ý Áë³Í ¿. §ÜáÛÝå¿ë, Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó Ú³ÝÓÝ³-
ËáõÙµÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ 1948ÇÝ å³ïñ³ëïáõ³Í ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ Ù¿ç (÷³ëï³ÃáõÕÃ 
E/CN.4W.20) ... ùÝÝ³ñÏáõ³Í »Ý Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ç³ñ¹»ñÁ¦: ÆëÏ ê³ëáõÝ»³Ý Ýß³Í 
¿. §Þ³ï ³õ»ÉÇ Ï³ÝáõË, 1948ÇÝ, ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý ×ÝßáõÙÝ»ñ Ø²ÎÇÝ ³-
é³çÝáñ¹³Í ¿ÇÝ Çµñ ë³ÑÙ³Ý³÷³Ï»³É Ññ³ï³ñ³ÏáõÃÇõÝ ÉáÛë ÁÝÍ³Û»É 
÷³ëï³ÃáõÕÃ ÙÁ å³ï»ñ³½ÙÝ»ñáõ á×ñ³·áñÍÝ»ñáõ ¹³ï³í³ñáõÃ»³Ý ³éÝ-
ãáõÃ»³Ùµ, áñáõÝ Ù¿ç 8 ÉñÇõ ¿ç»ñ Û³ïÏ³óáõ³Í ¿ÇÝ 1915Ç Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ç³ñ¹»-
ñáõÝ (÷³ëï³ÃáõÕÃ E/CN.4W.20): ²Ý·ÉÇ³Ï³Ý üáñ¿ÛÝ  úýÇëÇ ú·áëïáë 
1948Ç í³õ»ñ³ÃáõÕÃ»ñ¿Ý ÙÇÝ (371/72810) ÏÁ Û³ÛïÝ¿ñ Ã¿ ³Û¹ Å³Ù³Ý³Ïáõ³Ý 
Ãñù³Ï³Ý ¹»ëå³ÝÁ ËÝ¹ñ³Í ¿ñ Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Û³ïÏ³ó-
áõ³Í ¿ç»ñáõÝ çÝçáõÙÁ¦: 

ÂáõñùÇáÛ ¹»ëå³Ý ¾ñ×ÇõÙ»ÝÃ º³õáõ½³É÷, áñ Çµñ»õ ¹¿ï ÏÁ Ù³ëÝ³Ïó¿ñ, 
Ýëï³ßñç³ÝÇÝ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ` 19 ú·áëïáëÇÝ, »ÉáÛÃ áõÝ»Ý³Éáí Û³ÛïÝ³Í ¿ñ Ã¿ 
àõÇÃÇùÁñÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ ëË³É ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ ÏÁ å³ñáõÝ³Ï¿ñ 1915-1916Ç 
¹¿åù»ñáõÝ Ù³ëÇÝ, áñáíÑ»ï»õ §úëÙ³Ý»³Ý Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ûñÇÝ³Ï³Ý 
Ï»ñåáí ×Ýß³Í ¿ñ Ñ³Ûáó ÁÙµáëïáõÃÇõÝÁ,- Ã¿»õ,- í³Ûñ³·áõÃ»³Ý ³ÝÑ³Ï³-
ÏßÇé ¹¿åù»ñ¦ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³Í ¿ÇÝ: Âáõñù ï»ë³Ï¿ïÁ å³ßïå³Ý³Í ¿ñ ³ÛÉ 
Ãáõñù ÙÁ` ¸áÏï. ²Ã³¿áí, áñ »ÉáÛÃ Ï’áõÝ»Ý³ñ Çµñ»õ ò»Õ³ÛÇÝ Êïñ³Ï³Ýáõ-
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Ã»³Ý ²Ù¿Ý Ò»õÇ ì»ñ³óÙ³Ý ØÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ Î³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃ»³Ý Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõ-
óÇãÁ: ö³ùÇëï³ÝÇ ¹¿ïÁ »õë Çñ»Ýó Ó³ÛÝ³Ïó³Í ¿ñ: 

Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñ àõÇÃÇùÁñ, 20 ú·áëïáëÇÝ, Çñ å³ï³ëË³Ý-»ÉáÛÃÇÝ 
Ù¿ç Ï³ñ»õáñ ï»Õ Û³ïÏ³óáõó Ñ³Ûáó íñ³Û ·áñÍ³¹ñáõ³Í ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý, 
Û³ÛïÝ»Éáí Ã¿ áõÃÁ ï³ñÇÝ»ñ Û³ïÏ³óáõó³Í ¿ñ ³Ýáñ ë»ñïáÕáõÃ»³Ý. ³Û¹ 
Ù³ëÇÝ Ëûë³Í ¿ñ Ãáõñù ¹Çõ³Ý³·¿ïÝ»ñáõ, Ùï³õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ »õ áõëáõÙ-
Ý³ëÇñáÕÝ»ñáõ Ñ»ï, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ áõñÇß ³½·»ñáõ å³ïÏ³ÝáÕ ³ÝÓ»ñáõ Ñ»ï »õ 
Çñ ³ÕµÇõñÝ»ñÁ ù³Õ³Í ¿ñ Ãñù³Ï³Ý, ·»ñÙ³Ý³Ï³Ý »õ ³õëïñÇ³Ï³Ý ³Õ-
µÇõñÝ»ñ¿, Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ áñ ¶»ñÙ³ÝÇ³Ý »õ ²õëïñÇ³Ý ÂáõñùÇáÛ ¹³ßÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñ 
¿ÇÝ ËÝ¹ñáÛ ³é³ñÏ³Û ç³ñ¹»ñáõÝ ³ï»Ý: Àëï ·»ñÙ³Ý ³ÕµÇõñÝ»ñáõÝ` ûë-
Ù³Ý»³Ý Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ¹ÇïáõÙÝ³õáñ Ï»ñåáí ÏÁ µÝ³çÝç¿ñ Ñ³Û»ñÁ: ä³-
ï»ñ³½Ù¿Ý »ïù Ãáõñù ³ï»³ÝÝ»ñÁ ¹³ï³Í ¿ÇÝ ç³ñ¹»ñáõ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõ-
Ý»ñÁ: ºõ Ã¿` å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý ³Ûë ·ÉáõËÁ å³ïáõáí ÷³Ïáõ»Éáõ ¿ñ: ²Ý »½ñ³-
Ï³óáõó, Ã¿` Ù³ëÝ³·¿ïÝ»ñÁ »Ã¿ ù³çáõÃÇõÝ ãáõÝÇÝ ×ßÙ³ñïáõÃÇõÝÁ Ëûë»-
Éáõ, Çñ»Ýó »ÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇ ·áñÍÇÝ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ ³ÝÇÙ³ëï ¿ñ, ù³ÝÇ 
»ÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ å³ñï³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ñ ½áÑ»ñÁ å³ßïå³Ý»É ù³Ý Ã¿` 
Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ: 

²Ûë Û³ËáõéÝ »ÉáÛÃÇÝ íñ³Û, ÂáõñùÇáÛ ¹¿ïÁ` º³õáõ½³É÷, áõ½»ó Ëûëù 
³éÝ»É, µ³Ûó ûñáõ³Ý ³ï»Ý³å»ïáõÑÇÝ` îÇÏ. î³¿ë, ãÃáÛÉ³ïñ»ó` §Ëûë³Ïóáõ-
ÃÇõÝÁ ÷³Ïáõ³Í ¿¦ Û³Ûï³ñ³ñ»Éáí: ÂáõñùÇáÛ ¹¿ïÁ Û³ÛïÝ»ó Ã¿ ÏÁ ÑÝ³½³Ý-
¹Ç ³ï»Ý³å»ïáõÑÇÇÝ áñáßáõÙÇÝ, §µ³Ûó ÏÁ ó³õÇ áñ »ÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÁ 
ÇÝù½ÇÝù ÏÁ ÑÇÙÝ¿ Ú³ïáõÏ ¼»Ïáõó³µ»ñÇÝ Û³Ûï³ñ³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ íñ³Û »õ 
ÏÁ Ù»Õ³¹ñ¿ »ñÏÇñ ÙÁ á×Çñáí ÙÁ, ½áñ ã¿ ·áñÍ³Í¦: 

àõÇÃÇùÁñÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ Çñ ³ÙµáÕçáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç ùáõ¿³ñÏáõÃ»³Ý ¹ñáõ»-
ó³õ 29 ú·áëïáë 1985ÇÝ »õ áñ¹»·ñáõ»ó³õ 14 Ã»ñ, 1 ¹¿Ù »õ 4 Ó»éÝå³Ñ ùáõ¿-
Ý»ñáí: î»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ Ç Ýå³ëï ùáõ¿³ñÏ»óÇÝ ²ñÅ³ÝÃÇÝ, üñ³Ýë³, ²ØÜ, Ø»ù-
ëÇùû, ºáõÏáëÉ³õÇ³, âÇÝ³ëï³Ý, Ö³÷áÝ, ÜÇÏ»ñÇ³, ºÃáíåÇ³, Ô³Ý³, ÐÁÝ¹-
Ï³ëï³Ý, ä»É×Çù³, ø³Ý³ï³ »õ ¾ùáõ³ïáñ: ¸¿Ù ùáõ¿³ñÏ»ó Ê. ØÇáõÃÇõÝÁ, 
ÇëÏ Ó»éÝå³Ñ ÙÝ³óÇÝ Úáñ¹³Ý³Ý, øáõå³, Ø³ñáù »õ ä»ÝÏÉ³ï¿ß: øáõ¿³ñ-
ÏáõÃ»³Ý ³ï»Ý µ³ó³Ï³Û ¿ÇÝ í»ó »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõ Ù³ëÝ³·¿ï å³ïáõÇñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ: 

àñ¹»·ñáõ³Í áñáßáõÙÁ ÏÁ Ñ³ëï³ï¿ Ã¿ »ÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÁ §³ñÓ³-
Ý³·ñ³Í¦ ¿ àõÇÃÇùÁñÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ, ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝ ÏÁ Û³ÛïÝ¿ »õ ÏÁ ßÝáñ-
Ñ³õáñ¿ Ñ»ÕÇÝ³ÏÁ Çñ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõó³Í ³é³ç³ñÏÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ: ºÝÃ³Û³ÝÓÝ³-
ËáõÙµÁ, ë³Ï³ÛÝ, Ù»ñÅ»ó ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ ÷áË³Ýó»É Ø³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ Æñ³õ³Ýó 
Ú³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÇÝ: àõÇÃÇùÁñ ÅáÕáí¿Ý »ïù Û³ÛïÝ»ó Ã¿ Çñ ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ ÉáÛë 
åÇïÇ ï»ëÝ¿ñ Çµñ»õ Ø²ÎÇ Ù¿Ï å³ßïûÝ³Ï³Ý ï»Õ»Ï³·ÇñÁ: 

Ê. ØÇáõÃ»³Ý å³ïáõÇñ³ÏÁ Çñ ÅËï³Ï³Ý ùáõ¿Ý µ³ó³ïñ»ó Áë»Éáí Ã¿ Çñ 
Ï³é³í³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ ã¿ñ àõÇÃÇùÁñÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ Ù¿ç ï»Õ ·ï³Í ³ÛÝ 
³é³ç³ñÏÝ»ñáõÝ, áñáÝù ÏÁ ÙÇï¿ÇÝ ÷á÷áËáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ ÙïóÝ»É Ø²ÎÇ ò»-
Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ¸³ßÝ³·ñáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç: ²Ý Áë³õ Ã¿ Ø²ÎÇ µáÉáñ å»ïáõÃÇõÝ-
Ý»ñÁ, Ý»ñ³é»³É ²ØÜÁ, áñ ó³ñ¹ ã¿ ëïáñ³·ñ³Í ½³ÛÝ, Ý³Ë ëïáñ³·ñ¿ÇÝ 
¹³ßÝ³·ñáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ Û»ïáÛ µ³ñ»÷áËáõÃ»³Ý ³é³ç³ñÏÝ»ñ ÁÉÉ³ÛÇÝ: 

Ü³Ë³å¿ë, ÊáñÑñ¹³ÛÇÝ å³ïáõÇñ³Ï ì. êáýÇÝëùÇ ö³ùÇëï³ÝÇ ¹¿ïÇÝ 
»ÉáÛÃÇÝ å³ï³ëË³Ý»Éáí ÁÝ¹·Í³Í ¿ñ. §ÂáõñùÇáÛ ³ÛÝ Å³Ù³Ý³Ïáõ³Ý Ï³-
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é³í³ñáÕÝ»ñáõ ÏáÕÙ¿ Ñ³Ûáó ¹¿Ù Ï³ï³ñáõ³Í Ññ¿ß³ÛÇÝ ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ 
áã Ù¿Ï Ï»ñåáí Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ ³ñ¹³ñ³óÝ»É¦18: 

Â»ñ ùáõ¿³ñÏáÕÝ»ñ¿Ý áÙ³Ýù, ÇÝãå¿ë ²ØÜÇ å³ïáõÇñ³Ï ÖáÝ ø»ñÇ, Ý³-
»õ` Ø»ùëÇùáÛÇ »õ ä»É×Çù³ÛÇ å³ïáõÇñ³ÏÝ»ñÁ, ùáõ¿³ñÏáõÃ»Ý¿Ý ³é³ç Ï³Ù 
ÝÇëï»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ Ñ³Û³Ýå³ëï ¹Çñù ã¿ÇÝ µéÝ³Í: 

àõÇÃÇùÁñÇ ï»Õ»Ï³·ñÇÝ 24ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ³Ûëå¿ëáí Ïáõ ·³ñ í»-
ñ³Ñ³ëï³ï»Éáõ Ý³ËÏÇÝ ½»Ïáõó³µ»ñÇÝ å³ïñ³ëï³Í ï»Õ»Ï³·ñ¿Ý ¹áõñë 
Ó·áõ³Í 30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃÇõÝÁ: 

30ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃ»³Ý í»ñ³Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙÁ, Çµñ»õ 24ñ¹ å³ñµ»ñáõÃÇõÝ 
ï»ÕÇ Ï’áõÝ»Ý³ñ Ñ³Ù³ë÷Çõéù»³Ý Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ù³½·³ÛÇÝ ç³Ýù»ñáí, áñáõÝ 
Ù¿ç Ý³»õ ïáÕ»ñë ·ñáÕÇÝ ç³Ýù»ñÝ ³É Ï³ÛÇÝ19: 
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ï³Ï³Ý Ð³Ý¹¿ë, Ä². Ð³ïáñ, ä¿ÛñáõÃ, 1991, ¿ç 10-27: 
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EFFORTS TOWARDS THE RESTORATION OF THE 30TH PARAGRAPH OF THE 
STUDY OF THE QUESTION OF THE PREVENTION AND PUNISHMENT OF THE 

CRIME OF GENOCIDE 
(A PRELIMINARY UNITED NATIONS REPORT ISSUED ON JUNE 25, 1973) 

(Summary) 
ZAVEN MESSERLIAN 

 
The author gives the story of his personal efforts towards the restoration of the 

cancelled Paragraph 30 of the Study of the Question of the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, a preliminary United Nations report issued on June 25, 1973. 
Thanks to the efforts of the author who had written a well documented letter to the UN 
Secretary General, the said paragraph had mentioned the following: “passing to the modern 
era, one may note the existence of relatively full documentation dealing with the massacres 
of Armenians, which have been described as ‘the first case of Genocide in the twentieth 
century’”.  

After the cancellation of Paragraph 30, the author wrote many letters to the UN 
Secretary General, as well as responsible UN administrators, and received answers. This 
correspondence is given in the article. Eventually, thanks to the tireless efforts of Armenian 
organizations and individuals (including the author), the new rapporteur, Benjamin 
Whitaker, included in his final report in 1985 a new paragraph 24 which said: “The Nazi 
aberration has unfortunately not been the only case of genocide in the twentieth century. 
Among other examples which can be cited as qualifying are the ‘…Ottoman massacre of 
Armenians in 1915-1916…’”. 

 


