“THE DISASTERS OF MARDIN DURING
THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE
CHRISTIANS, ESPECIALLY THE
ARMENIANS, 1915”

ARA SARAFIAN

INTRODUCTION!

This article” introduces in print a hitherto unpublished Arabic primary
source on the Armenian Genocide. This original document was located in the
private papers of James Bryce, a long time champion of Armenians in the
Ottoman Empimj Dated 7 April 1919, the report was written by a Chaldean

clergyman and entitled “The Disasters of Mardin during the Persecutions of the
Christians, Especially the Armenians, 1915.» A separate cover letter states that it
was addressed to a certain Father Nayeem (care of James Bryce) but was
inadvertently sent to the School of Oriental Studies in London. It was finally
forwarded to Lord Bryce in September 1919 with an English summary of

contents.’

The strength of this report emanates from the fact that its author was in
Mardin between 1915-17 ‘and his narrative can be corroborated with other
independent sources (See appendix I). The author watched the victimization of
Christians from close quarters and was informed of further events by other eye-
witnesses; he names locations where massacres took place, identifies murderers,
and mentions the fate of specific individuals. In one case he states that he
personally paid a ransom for the release of captive Chaldean women and children
brought to Mardin from Siirt. Much of the information he provides can be
corroborated with other primary sources on Mardin, though some details are
more unique to his account and need to be evaluated separately, '

The Mardin document may seem incredulous: Yet its most disturbing
aspects can be easily subsiantiated by other independent sources, For example,
regarding the ferocity with which Armenians were treated in this region, one
could point toa Turkish commentator, Abidin Nesimi, the son of the Kaimakam
of Lidje. Nesimi noted that mass murder of Armenians took place in Diarbekir
province in 1915 and pointed out that ordinary Muslims participated in this
slaughter in a simple quest for loot. The Ottoman government knew this popular
propensity for plunder and organized what it called “deportations” accordingly.
The “CUP General Assembly’s directive was deportation (feficir) and the
Kurdish Milis and the Special Organization (Teshkilati Mahsusa) practiced
murder.” Indeed, the Vali of Diarbekir, Reshid Bey, played a central role in
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regulating this process,” Reshid Bey also attempted to have the Mutasarrif of
Mardin murdered, The fact that such assassinations took place is w:ll established,
and several sources point to Rfshld B&y’s rc-Ie it thase mu:ders Reports of the

abduction, rape and murder of Armenian women is repeated in many eyewitness
testimonies. Joseph Tfinkji, a Chaldean priest in Mardin, for example, testified
that “[a]bout eighteen girls escaped from Yussef [ibn Nuri, Chavush] and came to
my church for protection but were all recaptured. These girls m]d me of all sorts
of beastly atrocities committed by Yussefand his friends and in some cases girls
died within twenty-four hours of amival... They had all bm taken from
immigrant trains [deportation caravans] by Yussef 1 can only remember the
names of three girls who escaped to our church, Nejien who died in the church,
Zekia who was recaptured.,. and Archalous who was recaptured. In all, Yussef
must have had aver forty girls passmg through his hands during the eight mionths
“after June 1915 Regardmg the size and composition of deportation caravans,

Farah Aliah Hadaieh, a survivor from the first caravan ofdepme&s stated that

his convoy consisted ‘of 485 ‘men of whom 83 were Synans These are

practically the same figures as in the present Mardin document: 480 men (340
Armenians, 85 Syrian, 35 Chaldeans and 20 Protestants).

The Mardin document should be approached with r::rcumspecuon like
any other historical source, but its credibility as a legitimate primary record can
not be dismissed. The purpose of this exercise is. to reproduce this document for
the scrutiny of scholars, The English language synopsis which follows is a
summary of the Arabic document and is organized into eight sections: I. Chief
organizers of the Genocide in Mardin; II. The general disempowerment of
Christians, 1. A chronology of the victimization of Armenians, Chaldeans,
Syrian Catholics: and Protestants. IV, First Chaldean victims. V. Ottoman
officials who opposed ‘persecution of Armenians. VI. Mass deportations and
killings. VII. Chechens, Yezidis and Arabs. VIII. Chaldean and Armenian losses
in Mardin and beyond. The synopsis is written in the voice of the original author
and does not purport to be an interpretative text. The choice of transliteration is
that of the present author. All additional notes have been placed in brackets or
footnotes.
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-SYNOPSIS OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE AS NARRATED IN “THE
DISASTERS OF MARDIN DURING THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE
CHRISTIANS, ESPECIALLY THE ARMENIANS IN 1915”

1

The chief architect of the Armenian Genocide in Mardin was Reshid
Bey and his entourage. Reshid Bey became the Val; of Diarbekir province in the
spring of 1915. He sent a special commission to Mardin to organize the
persecution of Armenians. This commission was composed of [Gevranli Zade]
Mamdouh [Koranli) Bey (Police Commissioner); Mektubji [Provincial Secretary]
Bedreddin Bey who became the new Mutesarrif of Mardin in August, 1915: and
Dr. Reshid's Aide-de-Camp, Sergeant [Cherkez] Shakir Bey, who became the
head of gendarmerie at Mardin. Reshid’s genocidal policies were supported bya
local Muslim sub-committee headed by the mayor of Mardin, Khzar Koomeli,

11
The persecution of Armenians started in March-April 1915 with orders
for the dismissal of Armenians working in government offices and for the
disarming of Armenian soldiers in the Ottoman army. The government also
organized a special Muslim militia called Milis. These units massacred
Armenians in the subsequent period.

I

; The government started the vilification of the Armenian community of
Mardin between May-June 1915, by mandating that all Christians hand in their
arms to government authorities. The government authorities then carried out arms
searches in all Christian buildings (including churches and sarcophagi). Some
weapons were allegedly found after a confession by an Armenian called Bin
Youni. This confession was extracted under torture by Memduh and Nuri
Onbashi, and weapons were subsequently uncovered on the land of Muhammad
Farah (a Kurd).

The authorities took photographs of weapons and bombs allegedly
collected from Armenians in Mardin. These photographs were sent to the
gavernment in Constantinople.

The local authorities also forged a letier, ostensibly written to
Archbishop Maloian, the head of the Armenian Catholic community, by a young
Armenian stating that an arms shipment had been sent to the Armenian Catholic
Archbishopric,

. v

One of the earlier Chaldean victims of these persecutions was Hanna
Victor Shooma of Nisibin. He was imprisoned with two others in May, sent to
Diarbekir for a court-martial, imprisoned, exiled and killed in the first convoys of
deportees to leave Diarbekir.

v
A number of Ottoman officials opposed Reshid's anti-Armenian
policies. These officials were removed from office. One opponent was Hilmi
Bey, the Mutesarrif of Mardin in March 1915, Hilmi Bey appealed to
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Constantinople to oppose to the anti-Armenian measures. When his appeals were
not answered, he resigned from his post. Hilmi’s replacement, Shefik Bey, was
also reluctant to persecute Christians and was removed from office. Shefik Bey
was sent to Mosul. Reshid arranged to have Shefik murdered but failed because
of opposition from the Vali of Mosul.

The next Mutesarrif of Mardin, Bedri Bey carried out the anti-Armenian
policies expected of him.

VI

The mass deportation’ of Armenians, as well as Chaldean and Syrian
Catholics, started with the arrest and exile of Christian community leaders,
including the Armenian Catholic leader, Archbishop Maloian, The arrest of
Archbishop Ignatius Maloian (June 3% 1915) was followed by the general arrest
of Armenian notables (June 4%, 1915), as well as other Christian community
leaders. The Jacobites, including Bishop Mahria (Patriarchal Delegate for
Jacobite Syrians) and eight members of his congregation, joined local Muslims to
sign a statement regarding the alleged guilt of Armenians. Four days later, around
June 9™ 1915, eighty-five Jacobites were released by the authorities. Syrian
Catholic and Chaldean Christians also expected to be released but were not
afforded the same treatment. This first convoy left Mardin on the road to
Diarbekir on June 12%. They were tied in groups of four and left under the guard
of B0 gunmen. The convoy was composed of 480 men: 340 Armenians (3 priests,
including Archbishop Maloian); 85 Syrian Catholics (S priests); 35 Chaldeans; 20
Protestants. The deportees expected to plead their innocence at a court martial in
Diarbekir. However, the convoy met a group of armed Kurds, 7-8 hours after
leaving Mardin, and all were massacred.

The second convoy of men consisted of around 300 people and included
five Armenian and three Syrian Catholic priests. The convoy was marched
towards Diarbekir under the command of Abdul Kadir Effendi, the [gendarmery]
commander of Mardin, and Tawfig [Ansari] Effendi, and a policeman. Part of
this caravan was killed after the first day’s march, while the rest were marched
further on. At Ma’ Shaykhan (Stream of the Two Sheikhs) shooting broke out
and a number of deportees were killed, including two Syrian priests (Hanna
Tabar and Matta Ma'oush), while a third was wounded (Father Hanna
Mughazzal). Then, by a fortuitous twist, news was brought that the caravan was
not to be massacred. This was due:to Shefik Bey's protests to the Minister of
Interior in Constantinople. The remaining men were marched to Diarbekir and
then returned to Mardin. The non-Armenians (Chaldean and Syrian Catholics)
were released in Mardin, but the Armenians were marched on and massacred at
Dara, Father Hanna Mughazzal, who was wounded at Ma' Shaykhan on the
journey to Diarbekir, found shelter with His Holiness the Archbishop of Mardin
and remained there, He later died of other causes. There were also two other
Chaldean deacons released in Mardin from this convoy, Abd al-Masih Harmoush
and Iskander Fatoufiva. Memduh, the Chief of Police, took the initiative to
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mislead Constantinople once “again and organize the general expulsion of
Armenians in Mardin.

Memdouh Bey also forged a number of telegrams allegedly written by
Armenian deportees from the first convoy in Kharpert to lure remaining
Armenians into leaving Mardin quietly. This ruse was also used to catch
Armenians who had gone into hiding,

The first general conyoy, which was composed of mainly women and

children, was sent out on July 1%, 1915, Some of these women had paid a ransom
not to be deported beforehand—Ghurrah Qissar (Armenian) and Magdisiyah,
daughter of Loli Makhu (Syrian Catholic). The convoy was organized by the
police and Shakir Bey (Reshid’s Aide-de-Camp). The convoy marched towards
Tell al-Arman and was attacked by Kurds at “Abd al-Imam. There was much
suffering and torture. Shakir Bey insisted that the Kurds destroy the caravan. The
boys were separated and shot first. Women were robbed of all their belongings
‘and shot. Then the children were put around their parents and all were burned.
Corpses were left there in the open. There were five Chaldean women in this
caravan, as well as the wife of Shafiq bin Iskander Adam, and Rosa from the
Jalabian family of Diarbekir. The Kurds who murdered this convoy belonged to
the tribe of Ibrahim Pasha (around Viranshehir) and the tribe of a family from
Tell Fayd and "Abd al-Imam.

_The second general convoy left on July 3%, 1915. It consisted of more
than fifty families. They stayed at Tell al-Armen the first night (the local Catholic
Armenians there had already been killed). The convoy was robbed, some
members Kidnapped, the rest driven on to Aleppo and Zor.

The third caravan was composed of sixty caravans. It was sent south at
night. They were killed by Kurds in a ravine. There was one survivor who was
helped by a Bedouin. She returned to Mardin many months later and recounted
the story of that caravan,

Smaller groups were deported until mid-October, when all Armenians
had been expelled from the city. Some caravans went towards Mosul, others to
Aleppo. Almost all perished, though a few reached Mosul and Aleppo. Some
reached as faras Homs, Hamat and Toofeileh near Damascus—where they were
compelled to become Muslim. A number of Armenians, who had been
imprisoned for ransom, were led out on 17 October 1915 by the Milis. They were
slaughtered outside of the town by the Meshcawié, a tribe of Kurdish origin in
western Mardin. This convoy included the wife of Kirkur Anfiji, the daughter of
Mikhail Ezmirli of the Chaldean community,

Some Armenians in Mardin left children and valuables with Muslim
neighbors, Their trust was abused, children killed, and properties appropriated
(e.g "Abd al-Masih Anjim family lost five members in such a way).

' Deportee caravans which arrived at Mardin from other parts of Armenia
were attacked, plundered and killed in Diarbekir province. Those who survived
the trip up to Mardin were approached by local Christians before being marched
further on.
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WVII
Some Chechens near Ras-ul-Ain attacked convoys of Armenian
refugees. Huwwm-, mey also | saved around 400 to 500 deportees. These
Armenians were given to the Yezidi Chief Hamu Shira of Mount Sinjar for
protection. When the Ottoman authorities mounted an expedition against these
Ywdm, Sheikh Hamu placad these Armenians in the care of Arabs for safety.
The Jabur Arabs sheltered many such Armenians.

Vil
During this. penod, the Chaldean Christians lost 50,000 souls in

Diarbekir province alone.” In Mardin, the Christian losses were the fc-l]c-wmg the

Chaldean church building in Mardin was plundered and tumed into a military
barracks. The Chaldean school and two other buildings were destroyed on
pretence to widen an adjoining street. The Mardin Capuchin churchwasmade
into a storage depot, and the wall of its monastery facing an adjoining street was
also destroyed. The church library was pillaged. The monastery and convent were
made into a military hospital.

Armenians had two churches in Mardin. One was named St. Jirjis
[Kevork]. It had a Prelacy-bishopric located next to it, as well as a school and
other buildings. The second Armenian church was called St. Joseph. These were
all plundered, as was the Armenian Ilhraly Christian symbols (crosses, bell
towers, etc,) were all destroyed. St. Jirjis and its adjacent bishopric were tumed
into ‘an orphanage for Muslims with a few Armenian and other children. The
second “Armenian church was given to Muslim refugees. The Syrian Catholic
monastery, St, Eprahim, was taken over and plundered by Memdouh Bey, The
monastery’s church was taken over by soldiers and tumed into a hospital.
Armenian houses in Mardin were occupied by over 3,000 Muslim refugees from
Wan, Bitlis and elsewhere. These refugees destroyed the houses they were living
in, leaving no door, window or pane of glass. They returned back to their homes
after the Armistice [1918].

Thirty [Chaldean] families: were deported from Nusaybin. Their priest
was Rev. Hanna Shuma al-Mar. His family consisted of Abd al-Karim, his wife
(Shami), Salim, and their mother, Miriam. The death of Shami at the hands of
murderers from Mardin was witnessed by a 12-year-old girl, Miriam’s daughter.
There were nosurvivors from Nusaybin save for a small party, which escaped to
Jebel Sinjar. The church, school and their contents were seized by the
government

Fifty Chaldean men and women were killed in Midyat. A clergyman
and a number of survivors escaped to Anhal, a Jacobite town. When the
clergyman returned to Mardin after almost two years he was arrested and sent to
Diarbekir for court martial as a spy. He was acquitted after seven months [1918].
While in prisen, he met Yusuf Tufannakji, who was also in prison for two years.
The clergyman was released, then sent to jail again for 2 months [1918]. He was
released a second time; then arrested again,._kept in prison for six months, and
then exiled to Aleppo with Father (Mari) Jibra’il Tabuni, the representative of the
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Syrian Catholic Patriarch. They were imprisoned there for three months,
acquitted, and then relcased—shortly before the arrival of the British [1918].
The Chaldean bishopric of Siirt had thirty villages under its jurisdiction,

populated mainly ' by Chaldeans, around 5,430 people in all. This number
included 21 clergymen. First the men in these communities were killed, and then
the women and children were ¢ither killed or sold into slavery. About 60 women
and children from Siirt were brought to Mardin, almost naked, and ransomed fto
the author]. Father (Mari) Eddi [Adda Shir], the bishop of Siirt, and his clergy
were killed, His monastery of Mar Y aqub the Imprisoned was plundered and
destroyed. His library was also plundered, as were his papers. Also were
destroyed, 31 churches and their properties, 7 shrines, several schools. Not a trace
of these Christians remains in this region. s

The bishopric of Al-Jazirah had jurisdiction over 16 villages and some
hamlets. Its population numbered 6,300 inhabitants, These Christians were wiped
out. The men (including 17 priests) were murdered. Some fled to Mosul by night.
Women and children were abducted. Bishop (Mari) Abraham was killed in prison
with the Syrian Bishop Father (Mari) Mikha'il. The killer, *Abd al-'Aziz
[Jawish], was a native of Mardin. The bishopric had 11 churches and 3 shrines,
all of which were plundered and demolished, There is little further information.

We know little about the fate of Chaldeans in Urmia and Salmas [in
Persia]. Father (Mari) "Aziz, Bishop of Salmas, who reached Mardin in February
1919 with five priests, five women and a child stayed for eighteen days before
going to Mosul. He stated that the Chaldeans had fled Urmia and Salmas because
of the massacres of Armenians. One Kurdish tribe was responsible for the murder
of four thousand people. '

Ali Ihsan Pasha, the Turkish general, wiped out local Christians,
including the Lazarite missionaries in Urmia and Salmas. Ali Thsan imprisoned
Father Butrus for two months. After the Father was released, he and a hundred
others: traveled through Bitlis and Diarbekir. His party was in Diarbekir for sixty-
seven days. They were taken care of by Father (Mari) Suleiman, the chief abbot
of his honorable and pious order, J

When the Persians and Russians were in charge of Urmia and Salmas
the Chaldeans were safe. When the Russians withdrew, the Persians were
encouraged to harm the Chaldeans. The Kurdish leader, Sumke, in Salmas,
murdered Father (Mari) Shamun, the Nestorian Bishop, and one hundred and
twenty of his best men. Then the people of Urmia attacked the Papal consulate
and destroyed it. They killed the Papal annuncio and some missionaries. They
also shot and injured the head of the monks at Urmia. The American missionaries
intervened and took him to their hospital where he died. Father (Mari) Butrus
“Azizi escaped from Khostaw to Urmia, where he was imprisoned by the Turks
who entered Salmas under Ali Thsan Pasha,

In the bishoprics of Urmia and Salmas, the Chaldeans lost 40,000
people, including 18,370 Catholics, as well as Nestorians and some Protestants.
The Catholic bishopric of Urmia numbered 78,000 souls and 43 priests, They had
13 churches, 15 shrines. The Bishopric of Salmas had 10,360 people, 24 priests,
12 churches, and 11 shrines.
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APPENDIX T
SELECTED PUBLISHED SOURCES ON MARDIN

|. Pére Marie-Dominique Berré (Arthur Beylerian, ed.), “Massacres de Mardin,”™
Haigazian Armenological Review, Volume 17, Beirut, 1997, pp. 81-106. This
religious order in Mosul. After the Ottoman entry into the First World War, Fere
Berré was required to leave Mosul, on account of that city’s proximity to the
Persian border. He took refuge with three other clergymen in the prelacy of the
Syrian Catholic church in Mardin. He remained in Mardin till the end of 1916.
Consequently Pere Berré became a witness to the calamities which visited
Christians in Mardin after 1915. His report on the Mardin massacres was written
in 1919,

9. Fa'iz el-Ghusein, Martyred Armenia, New York: George H. Doran Company,
1918, This account was written by an Arab nobleman belonging to the tribe of El-
Sulfit, in El-Lejit, in the Haurdn territory. He was educated in the Imperial Tribal
School and at the Royal College in Constantinople. His political career started
with service alongside the vali of Syria (Damascus), and later as the mutesarrif of
Mamuret-el-Aziz. El-Ghusein returned to his native Syria and became a lawyer in
Damascus, as well as a member of the local General Assembly. During the First
World War he was denounced as an Arab nationalist, though he was acquitted of
the charge. He was, nevertheless, ordered to exile in Erzeroum. Due to the
Russian advance on that front, El-Ghusein was detained at Diarbekir for six and a
half months. He rented accommodation in Diarbekir and had regular contact with
Ottoman military officers, government officials, local notables, and others. These
contacts gave him first hand information on the destruction of Armenians,
especially around Diarbekir and its environs, which included the sub-province of
Mardin, El-Ghusein later escaped to Basra and into British hands. He wrote
Martyred Armenia in Bombay at the end of 1916.

3. Thomas K. Merdichian, Dikranagerdi Nahankin Chartere yev Kiurderu
Kazanutiunnere, Krikor Jihanian Press: Cairo, 1919. This account was written by
Thomas K. Mgrdichian, the British Vice-Consul in Diarbekir. He escaped from
the Ottoman Empire in November 1914 and spent the next four years in Cairo. He
wrote a detailed ‘account of the Diarbekir massacres (including those at Mardin)
primarily on the evidence of two survivors, Levon Kassabian, the youngest son of
Haji Harutiun Kassabian, pro-Consul and Dragoman of the French consulate at
Diarbekir, and Thomas Donjian, the son of a silk manufacturer at Diarbekir.

4. Vartkes Yeghiayan, British Foreign Office Dossiers on' Turkish War
Criminals, Doctorian Productions: Pasadena, California, 1991, This is a
documentary collection of British case files on suspected criminals who had
committed war crimes against Armenians during World War L. These records
were originally compiled in 1919, Yeghiayan's volume includes fifty-six case
files, three of which are directly linked to Mardin: Ibrahim Bedri Bey (provincial-
govenor of Mardin, 12 September 1915 to 11 December 1916); Arif Feizi Bey
(Ottoman Parliamentary Deputy for Diarbekir); Yusuf Ibn Nuri Bitlisi
(Gendarmerie sergeant/Chavaush, Mardin). The information in these files were
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provided by twelve eye-witnesses: Abdul Aziz Yacoub, Jirjis Melkon Makdis,
Jigjis Yunan, Yacub Abdul Masih Shalmi, Mohammed Yussef, Abdul Kareem
Manou, Farah Aliah Hadaich, Joseph Tfinkji, Mikayel Ibn Hanna,- George
Bahnan, Abdullah lijis, Georgi Ochnem.

5, James L. Barton, comp. (Ara Sarafian, ed.), “Turkish Atrocities”: Statements
of American Missionaries on the Destruction of Christian Communities in
Ottoman  Turkey 1913-1917, Gomidas Institute: Ann Arbor, MI, 1998. This-
compilation of eyewitness accounts on the Armenian Genocide includes a
detailed - statement by Rev. Alpheus Andrus, an American missionary who served
in Mardin between 1868-1915. Dr. Andrus wrote a nine page confidential account
on Mardin after his retumn to the United States in 1918. _

6. James Bryce and Amold Toynbee, Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman
Empire; Documents Presented (o Viscount Grey of Fallodon, Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1916, This
~documentary collection was the first systematic thesis on the Genocide. Section
1V, Azerbaijan and Hakkiari, reports numbered 2745, pp. 99-192, deal with the
‘Ottoman incursion into Persia and the massacre of Christians there, Most of these
Christians were Nestorians, and a smaller number were Armenians and
Chaldeans. e

7. “Kharbalumn kristoneits e¢ zhmanags neghutian,” translation of Ignatius

Malojan’s farewell speech, communicated from St. Yeprem Monastery roof.

Father Krikor Sarkissian (transl.), Pazmaveb, Venice, 1918, No. 1-12, (actually

printed in 1923), pp. 194-196.

8. Vincent Mistrih, “Mémoires de A Y.B. sur les massacres de Mardine”
Armenian Perspectives, Nicholas Awde (ed.), Curzon Press, Richmond, 1997, pp.
287-292. i

9. Shahed Ayen [Father Is’haq Ermeleh], Al-Qousara Fi Nakahat Annasara (The
calamities of Christians), Beirut, 1977.
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5 Abidin Nesimi, Yillarin Iginden, lstanbul: Gdzlem Yayinlari, 1977, p. 44,

¢ Ibid., p. 43.

?'Ncsimi's' father, Hilseyin Nesimi (district-governor of Lidje), was one of Reshid
Bey's alleged victims. According to Azmi Nesimi, his father was murdered on the
orders of Reshid Bey because of the dcpmauq:n of Armenians, Other a]leged
victims of Reshid Bey included the Ferid Bey, governor: ofBasra. Sabit Bey distriet-
governor of Beshiri; and the JuurnaJlsl Ismail Masta, See Azmi Ncsrrnt Yillarin
Iginden, ppe 39-40; Also sec Fa'iz el-Ghusein, Marg?md Armenia, New York:
George H. Doran Company, 1918, p. 40; Reshid Bey, to avoid capture by the British
in 1919, committed suicide, Prior to his suicide, he wrotea “memoir” where he
denied the charges against him. See Ahmet Mehmetefendioglu (ed.), Sirgrinden
intihara Dr. Resid Bey in Hatiralari,” Titkelmat: Lzmir, 1992.

® See Farah Aliah Hadaieh’s testimony dated 20 May 1919 in British Foreign Office
Dossiers  on Turkish: War Criminals, Vartkes Yeghiayan (ed.), Doctorian
Prcducinms Pasadena, California, 1991, p. 230,

Acmrdmg to official Ottoman population figures for 1914, the Christian population
of Diarbekir province included 56,000 Armenian-Gregorians; 10,000 Armenian-
Catholics; 7,000 Protestants; 38,000 Syrians; 4,000 Old Syrians; and 6,000
Chaldeans. Most Armenians in Mardin  provinee were from the Catholic

community, See Kemal Karpat (ed.), Ottoman Population 1830-1914: ngogmp&;c
and Social Characteristics, University of Wisconsin Press, 1985, pp. 176-177.
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The map shows the Province of Diarbekir with its lower administrative
divisions. It includes the town of Mardin. The dotted railway line was the
projected extension of the Baghdad railway
Map Credit: “Anatolia and Armenia, 1914.” Originally printed by the

American Geographical Society [circa 1918]. e
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