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INTRODUCTION

‘During the presidency of Bishara Khoury (1943-52), two legislative
elections were held Lebenon: in 1947 and 1951. The elections of 1947 wers
fraudulent; “terror and forgery” fixed “the electoral results.”™ They have been
termed as the worst elections in the history ‘of Lebanon — before or after
independence. The elections of 1951, on the other hand, have been generally
mﬁsﬁnﬂﬁgmﬂﬂwﬂ&nhm%ﬁwﬁmmm
the election process has been widely noted.

In this study, these two legislative elections are analyzed with emphasis
on the Armenian participation in the electoral districts of Beirut and Mem,
where seats had been pre-allocated to the Armenian Orthodox and Catholic

communities. In that sense, this article is the continuation of the study on
Armenian - participation in the Lebanese legislative elections during the
mehmmdmnhnchwpuhlbhodmwlmm of the Haigesian
Armenological Review.?

ARMENIANS AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON AND
THE MIDDLE EASTERN REGION 194347

After the Constitutional Bloc (the Destouris) of Bishara Khoury, together
with its allies, had won the majority of seats in the parliamentary elections of
1943, its leader was elected President of the Republic by the new Parliament.
Khoury-is considered to be the co-futher of the National Pact on power
sharing between the Christians and Muzlims in Lebanon. He appointed his
chief ally; Riad Solh, an Arab nationalist, as Prime Minister, The President
and Prime Minister proceeded to amend the Lebanese constitution and
remove any mention of the mandatory power of France to formalize
Lebanon's quest for full independence. After they had succeeded in doing so,
the French Delegate-General, Jean Helleu, ordered the arrest of the President;
Prime Minister and several leading ministers in the Lebanese government.
Helleu had them jailed in the foriress of Rashays, and appointed Khoury's
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fival, Emile Eddé, President. Those members «of the Lebanese government
wahﬂmmm:}m French decisions null and woid.
Popular demenstrations against the anch strong pressure from the-
British eventually led to the release of the prisoners on 22 November 1943.
This date was henceforth accepted as Lebunese Independence Day. Eddé not
only lost fice with his ten-day presidency, but was also expelled from the
Lebaness Parliament on 31 March 1944,

The twe Armenian members of the Lebanese Parliament elected in 1943,
Movses Der Kaloustian and Hratchia Chamiian, followed different paths
insice Parliament during the crisis. Both had voted for Khoury in his bid for
the Presidency. Chamlian -also supported the above-mentioned amendments
of the constitution, while Der Kaloustian, representing the Tashnag party,
absented himself from that histeric session. Later, Chamlian again voted for
Eddé"s ouster from Parliament, while Der Kaloustian voted against.

In a secret report to British Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden, Major-
General Edward Spears, Prime Minister Winston Churchill's chief emissary
to Syria and Lebanon, commented as follows on the implications of Der
Kaloustian®s absence from Parliament on the day references to the French
mandate were removed fram the Lebanese constitution:

V- Armenians and the Franco-Lebanese Crisis, November 1943, 1

Der Kaloustian showed himself loyal to the French and, as the author
of a pro-French statement immediately after his election and as one of
the five members of the Chamber who abstained from voting for the
amendment of the Constitution, became one of the maost unpopular
figures of the day. As he was considered by many to represent

Armenians as a whole, much of the indignation aroused against him at

the time of the amest of the Government was visited also upon his

community. Agents provocateurs exploited this situation in an attempt to
mmmemmhbmmmmmumhymm“
propaganda campaign calculated to inspire fear and hatred on both sides.

. 28 Fortunately for themselves, the Armenians were genuinely

shocked by the French “Putsch,” and many of them took an early

opportunity of showing it. The Communists issued an anti-French tract,

Armmenian women of all parties went in deputations to condole with

Ministers' wives on their husbands' arrest, and when the Government

was released the Armenians took their full share in the rejoicings. Der

Kaloustian, whose pro-French conduct was subsequently repudiated by
« the Tashnag Central Committes in Cairo, was obliged, much against his

mltmjmnwﬁmmimnmablesmm!mng&eﬁnvmm

on their release.?



After the end of World War 11 and pressure from the United Nations
Security Coungil, Britzin and the National Congress of Lebanon', the French
forces left Lebanon on 31 December 1946,

In the meantime, the end of World War 1l had offered hope to the
survivors of the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and their descendants, now
spread all over the globe, for a successful outcome of the Ammenian territorial
demands from Turkey. On 19 March 1945, the Soviet
d:nmmuﬂﬂnmmgS&mt»Tuﬁthhﬂyumem&shp A few months
later; on 22 June, the Soviet Ambassador in Ankara informed the Turkish
government that Moscow would conclude a new treaty of friendship if only
‘Turkey sgreed fo return its eastern districts of Kars, Anvin and Ardahan to
the Soviet Union. The Soviets argued that these territories had belonged in
the past to Armenia and Georgia, both of which were now Soviet republics.
mmmmmmrmmdammmm
Dardanelle’s.” On 17 January 1946, the Armenian National Council in Syria
and Lebanon, consisting of representatives of the majority of the Armenian
political parties, telegraphed to the Chairman of the United Nations General
Assembly demanding *in the name of 200.000 Armenian refugees in both
countries™ the retumn to the Soviet Union of Armenian territories seized by
the Turks in 1920-21."

_The Soviet Union had also declared, in November 1945, that Armenians
living in the Diaspora could return and settle in Soviet Armenia. All
families would get & government loan of 30,000 rubles each to construct their
new houses. Thousands of Armenians, mostly sympathizers of Soviet
Ammumdoppmmunfﬁnmw begen leaving Lebanon for
Armenia in the summer of 1946.7

In fime, Turkey refused to succumb to Soviet territorial demands.
President Harry Truman of the United States of America issued a statement
on 12 March 1947, which became known as the Truman Doctrine, Truman
declared, in response to Soviet pressures on Turkey, that the United States
modmdylnmppoﬂmﬂmﬁmm“mgwdwbgumﬁmby
armed minorities or outside pressure.™*

The Truman Doctring was an important landmark in the intensification of
the Cold War, Thereafter, the Tashnag party resumed its anti-Communist
policy, which had been watered down during the latier stages of the Second
World War. The Tashnags became increasingly pro-Western, making bitter
aitacks on Soviet Armenia.” On the other hand, all anti-Tashnag parties and
organizations in Lebanon, which fervently supported the repatriation effort to
Armenis, criticized the Tashnag party for adopting & pro-Westem policy.
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They expected the Soviet Union to push for & favorable solution to the
question of Armenian territorial demands. ~ e

Such was the situation within the Armenian community in Lebanon
when the country went to the polis in May 1947,

THEELECTIONSOF 1947

The Parlisment elected in 1943, having terminated its four-year mandate,
was dissoived on 3 April 1947, Elections for the new legislative assembly
were scheduled for 25 May on the basis of the electoral faw as amended in
1943.° Hence, the number of seats reserved for the Armenian Orthodox
‘community remained unchanged — two, both in Beirut. Together with the two
Armenian, three Sunnite, one Shiite, one Greek Orthodox, one Maronite and
-one Minority deputies would be elected from the same constituency.
According to govemnment statistics, Beirut had 49,954 male voters, of whom
11,263 were Armenian Orthodox; and 1,913 Armenian Catholics.”!

The politically dominant Constitutional Bloc intended to stay in power
by all means at its disposal. Khoury's presidency had been marked with the
ascendance of the political influence of his brother, Selim Khoury. The fatter
was  persistently accused of corruption. Most Lebaness - newspapers
questioned the government’s stated commitment to carry out free and fiir
-glections.

According to Nikola B. Schahgaidian, the Tashnag party in Lebanon was
largely split on the eve of the 1947 parliamentary elections on the issue of
cooperation with the other Armenian political parties. By April 1947, the
supporters of Der Kaloustian had come to control the party’s daily
newspaper, Axfag. A few weeks later, they announced the collapse of the
United Front of all Armenian organizations even before it had actually
occurred. Finally, they announced the candidacy of their leader to the
forthcoming elections. They also nominated Dr. Melkon Hairabedian for the
second Armentan Orthodox seat in Beirut without consulting any other
Armenian group. Schahgaldian writes that a number of non-party Armenian
community leaders were disgusied by the divisive tactics of the Tashnags and
organized, in response, a Lebanese-Armenian Democratic Front, calling for
the nomination of two independents, Kamig Minassian and Hrarchia
w%mm&gmmwmmwaﬂ

ons.

» This study will provide a more detailed chronological exposé of political
developments during the pre-election campaign period, on the elections in
the Lebanese capital in general and among the Armenian political groupings
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and voters in panicular. This anicle is largely based on er Teports
and private interviews this avthor conducted with & number of Armenian
public figures who were closely involved in these activities.

On Tuesday, 15 April, a number of leading Beinnt paliticians, including
Sami Solh, Abdallah Yafi, Hussein Oweyni (all Sunnites), Habib Abi Chahla
{Greek Orthodox), Dr. Racef Abellama (Maronite) and Der Kaloustian
{Armenian Orthodox) met to form the pro-government list of candidates in
Beirut. Mo agreement was reached on the Shiite and the second Armenian
Orthodox candidates, For the candidate representing the Minority faiths, the
meeting decided to include Joseph Chader, the Secretary-General of the
Phalangist (Kataeb) party, and, in case of failure, Moussa de Freige on the
pro-government list.” ; _

The pro-govermment list wanted to have all or the vast majority of
Armenian voters on jis side. Der Kaloustian, the Tashnag candidate, was
accepted for this purpose, and efforts were made to include a second
‘candidate acceptable 1o the anti-Tashnags, preferably a Huntchag or & non-
partisan personality enjoying the support of all anti-Tashnag parties and
organizations. Der Kaloustian's inclusion can be expleined by the pro-
government list’s wish to have the vast majority of Armenians — Tashnags
and, if possible, non-Tashnags - on its side. Despite his stand during the
Lebanese crisis of November 1943, Der Kaloustian was the Tashnag party’s
only candidate, and the party's leadership had formally repudiated his stand
in 1943, Aztag's editorial of 23 April mentionied that Der Kaloustian declared
on every occasion that the Tashnags had one candidate and were willing to
cooperale with the second candidate, whoever he might be, on condition that
he enjoy, through honesty, the trust of the Armenians."” The Tashnag daily
also wrote that the second Armenian candidate would be announced within
ﬂ:!nuﬂfeﬁvdnwmdthﬂﬂléHmmﬂmgshadleﬂﬂnUnh:dmejoinﬂu
first, or pro-govemment, list' About a week later, on 29 April, Azag
reported that the second Armenian candidate on the pro-govemnment list had
not yet been chosen and that the Huntchags had applied to Solh and Yafi to
admit Armen Gharib (Wazaret Gharibian), a Huntchag leader, as candidate on
their list."” Meanwhile, Solh, Yafi, Oweyni, Abi Chahla, Der Kaloustian,
Abellama and de Freige met in Solh’s residence on 28 April. They signed a
declaration announcing the formation of the Popular List, which would be
completed, they said, with the sddition of a second Armenian Orthodox and
one Shiite candidate. : 1

A reliable anti-Teshnag source asserts, however, that the anti-Tashnag
urgmizaﬁmmﬂd:lmsmﬁolhmdhﬁmlywmﬁ:mlhmﬂmdﬂe;
would refuse to be on any list together with a Tashnag candidate.
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Accordingly, the District Committee of the Social Democratic Huntchag
pmymuhmmappuulndmﬂnﬁ:mnlmmmﬁpdl‘inmmuf&m
prosperity of independent Lebanon &nd Armenlan-Arab brotherhood” and
{mmdmmmmmmmmmimwﬁuuwﬂ&mﬁw
the elections and to vote for neutrals who enjoyed the confidence of all.™

On 1 Mgy, an official staternent was communicated to the press that a
Lebanese-Armenian Democratic Front had been constituted by the Social
Democratic Huntchag, Ramgevar Azadagan (Democratic Li and
Communist parties, as well a5 Veramount and other associations™ The
communiqué said that the Front, inspired by the common and higher interests
of the Lebanese Armenians and Arabs, had decided in its last meeting to
participate en bloc in the forthcoming legislative elections. It invited the
Armenian voters to vote for the two neutral Armenian candidates that it
would appoint and who would join an eléctoral list composed of candidates
-mllmmmmcmmmmwmm

let
Mmuﬂmdmsmmnﬂnwcmmmw “Armenian
Bolsheviks" who were continuing their conspiracies in the hope of finding a
place on any list, but had been refused by all. The Tashnag daily added that
the Ramgavar leader, Eugene Papazian, had arrived from Egypt and was
interfering in the internal affairs of Lebanon by visiting government officials
and staiesmen to accuse the Tashnags™ The next day, Aziag reported again
that the Huntchags had applied to the leaders of the first list and had told
mmmmmmhwmmmmmjmmﬁmm
“if the leaders of the fatter were still willing to accept them.**

Zartork, the Ramgavar daily, had earlier quoted, on 1 May, from
Mohieddin Nsouli's newspaper, Befrut, that Solh and Abi Chahla had
decided to amend their list and omit Der Kaloustian, They had made this.
decision after having taken into consideration the union of the Armenian
political parties and organizations, which had refused the candidature of a
Tashnag. Having one Tashnag candidate on their list, opposed to twa neutral
mmm%mm&ﬂnmmﬁmm“lm
would neutralize their hopes for success® Actually, Abi Chahla presided
over and Yafi was present at the 26th anniversary celebration of Homenmen,
the Huntchag sports organization, at the Sahagian Playing Field on Sunday, 4
May. The anthems of Lebanon and Soviet Armenia were played during the
celebration. Then, Huntchag leaders Gharib and Yervant Babayan gave
speeches in Armenian, while Noubar Toursarkissian spoke in Arabic. Ararat,
the Huntchag daily, published the next day an official denial by the party’s
District Committes of Lebanon of the above-mentioned report in Astag that
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the Huntchags were neady to leave the Democratic Front and run together
with Der Kaloustian on the first list™ The Huntchag District Committee had
‘already stated that the Democratic Front was not under the patronage of the
Bolsheviks; the Huntchag party did not follow Communist or Tashnag orders
but was guided by its sixty year-old ideclogy. The Huntcheg party had not
‘applied anywhere to have its own separate candidate, but had respanded to
various invitations fn accordance to the views it had clearly expounded.”

Zartonk wrote in an editorial that a centralized effort and harmonious.
organizations to select the Armenian candidates. It denjed Azfug's charges
that the Ramgavars and their allies were “Bolsheviks™; “the Democratic
Front is not Communist and iz not under their leadership but forms the
rallying front of .all patriotic elements including the Armenian
Communists,™*

The Armenian Democratic Front announced its candidates on 7 May.
They were the incumbent deputy, Chamlian, and Kamig Minassian, a
eapitalist and a former Chairman of the Civil Council of the Armenian
Orthodox Community of Lebanon. Both candidates were not members of any
Armenian political party and had & good command of the Arabic language.®

Aztag |ater reported that a delegation representing the Democratic Front
and composed of Artin Madoyan (Communist), Tedjirian, Haroutiun
Djeredjian (Huntchag) and Hratchia Setrakian (Ramgavar), had applied to
Sami Solh on May 8, and had “begged” in vain that its “neutral™ candidates
be included on the Solh-Yafi list. The Huntchags had also applied to the
same list separately, said Aztag, but had been unsuccessful as well.™ On 10
Mny.dnrwupllﬁndﬂlﬂnngﬂﬁlﬁcmb&mlhnr?mmnfﬂm
Democratic Front and leaders of the first list had failed.”™ The next day, the
Huntchag daily maintained that “the Democratic Front is one and
inseparable;” the leaders of the first list invited the Huntchags to join them
but the latter stayed away to maintain Armenian national unity,

Meanwhile, Hairabedian was officially named as the sacond Armenian
candidate on the first list on 10 May.™ He was not a member of any political
party but had pro-Tashnag political inclinations, He had been counselor since
1941 of the municipal council of the district of Jedeidé, north of Beirut, as
well as a8 member of various Armenian community bodies in Lebanon and
chairman of the Adana Compatriotic Union,”

Two independent and well-known personalities, Dr, Henri Arslanian®
and the former deputy Vahram Ieilekian® also registered their candidacies
as independents.



Mnmp,mmmmwmrsmmamm
mwmﬂmmm in & surprise move — his
mndldmaﬁuutﬂ:duﬂﬂmmﬂuwt,mm“ﬂdamwm
The opposition claimed that Salam’s withdrawal was due to government
pressure.” Thereafter, it was evident that the majority of Muslim voters in
Beirut would support the first list. This conviction hindered the formation of
complete lists by various factions of the opposition.

Under these new circumstances, Axfag wrote: It is very clear and obvious
that the overwhelming majority of Beirut voters will elect the Solh-Yafi list,
a3 the members of the list enjoy without exception the confidence and
sympathy of the peaple and govemment of Lebanon. ™

From 9 a.m. to the early hours of the aflernoon of 11 May, more than one.
thousand Tashnag supporters drove around Beirut and the Armenian quarter
of Bourj Hammoud in & convoy of 240 cars. They called on the Prime
Minister, Riad Solh, Minister Henri Pharaon and pro-government candidates
dsme.Mynh.&himhh.Ylﬁ.HlmbdwnmdSamrSalhmmm
them of their support.” That same evening. 15,000 people atended a pro-
government rally held in the Zeydani quarter. mﬂmdeﬁm‘fnﬁ.
mmmommmmmmnnmmmm
|mpmugmaﬂmmmmmmmmmum
Minister Riad Solh declared that President Khoury and his his government
mpoﬂﬂ'ﬂwﬁmiﬁt:lumhmhadbmﬂmhﬂl mnflhe

M.I
mmlimpmﬁdcdm'ip.m mtbamdacy.ll Muy,nwmnaﬂﬂeu
mwwwmmwmﬂMnmmmmmhg
m;ﬂmmmﬁmnmmmluf Holy
Cilicia.

At 5 pm. the next day, 12 May, 250 cars carying supporters of the
Ihmm&cﬁuﬂdmwmmdﬂimqmmmﬂmwm
suppert for Chamlian and Minassian, This caused tensions to rise. As the
mymmmﬁ!nﬁtghbuﬁmdanm‘Sminﬂmmwfﬂomj

wmdapmﬁﬁnmnﬁwmﬁmﬂwmﬂnpsofmmw
Naterian, an Armenian Communist and one of the participants in the convoy,
WWUWMSWENMJWTm&:MMM
an old lady and the driver of one of the cars were also injured,
mmwwmmmﬁwmmmﬂm
went ahead at 7 p.m. that day with & rally at the Sahagian Playing Field.
Candidates Chamlian, Minassian, Chader, Chader, Amin Beyhum and Mustafa Aris



attended the event. This was certainly an early indication that they were in
the process of formalizing an opposition list. Gharib, Chamlian, Aris,
Madoyan, mmmmmwmmmmnmmh“m-
the end of the rally, a procession of 100 cars passed at 10 p.m. in front of the
residence of Prime Minister Riad Solh to protest and “demand the arrest of
the criminals”, who had opened fire on the convoy earlier that day.*

A tense stmosphers had thus been created within the Armenian
community, On 10 May, Tashnags at the Nor Marash neighborhood in Bourj
Hammoud had beaten Yeghia Atchabahian, the distributor of Ararat.” The
Tmhnmmwpdﬁhm;mddwmmmwdpmﬂme
person responsible for this incident.* On 14 May, however, the Democratic
Front announced the death of Naterian, who had been injured three days
before. Materian’s funeral was held the same day at St. Kevork Church of
MNor Hadjin, Itwnsnﬂmdtdbyﬁﬂ,ﬂtﬂmmuulu&mgkyhmkm,
Chader, Minassian and Chamlian.” Upon the instructions of the Vicar-
Cieneral, Archbishop Khat Atchabahian, all Armenian schools were closed,
and students and teachers attended the funeral. Hovhanness Aghbashian
(Communist), Mihran Seferian (Hunichag), Nerses Shirinian (Ramgavar),
and Attarian (Veraznount) gave speeches at the cemetery. So did the
Lebanese. Communist Inade;' Farajallah Helou and the Syrian Communist:
leader Khaled Begdash.*® At 10 a.m. on 17 May, Hrant Devedjian, a former
Tashnag activist, who was now the Chairman of the Armenian Repatriation
Committee and the director of the anti-Tashnag newspaper, dravod, was
attacked by four unidentified people and seriously wounded.” The Tashnags
labeled this “an inhuman crime.” They also expressed regret, declaring that
they had nmhmgmdnmthﬂmmmddmmdmuﬂm
find the assailants* Finally, & few anti-Tashnag women atiacked the shop of
Baronian, a Toshnag, on 17 May, while other men opened fire on and
wounded Garabed Dombourian, also & Tashnag.”

On the broader scene, students representing various shades of political
opinion demonstrated in Beirut on 15 May and demanded the government
guarantee the freedom of the forthcoming elections.” That same day, a
number of independent opposition candidates — Alfred Maccache, Soubhi
Mahmassani, Amin Beyhum, Joseph Chader, P‘hlhppe Tamer and Ramez
Sarkis — also met to demand freedom of elections.™

The opposition Democratic List was formally announced on 17 May, at
the end of a three-day official mouming period to mark the assassination of
Naterian. It was composed of Alfred Naccache (Maronite), Amin Beyhum,
Mustafa Aris (Sunnites), Hratchia Chamlian and Kamig Minassian
(Armenian Orthedox)™. At noon on 19 May, members of the Democratic



List met again at the residence of Maccache, a former President of the
Rmﬂi&MMMmmlnw%minwmlmm&Mﬂ:w
mmmwmmmrmmmpummmmw
these decisions through an official declaration.™
A second, incomplete opposition list was formed on 20 May. The
Reformist List consisted of George Tabet (Maronite), Philippe Tamer (Greek
WMM{&MMLMMSM(M)!MIM

Anwnbuuhhmmmlhuquiﬁdyﬁllwmdﬂnﬁxmmnrﬂmmm
lists. The first list orgenized a massive rally at Ashrefich at 8 pm. on |7
May. 25, ommhm&ndm“nnTumgmmwmmw
at 8 pm. on 22 May. 5000 supporters- were present 2t the Beirut
mwﬁm%mmmm The speakers:
included Tashnag leaders Garo Sasouni, Aram Sahagien, candidates Der
mmmw:.vaﬁ.gml,abdmmuﬂqm Abi Chahla, de
Freige and Hairabedian.™ Beydoun had recently been added to the first list as
the Shiite candidate,

The Democratic List, in tum, organized a massive rally from 5 to 7 p.m.
on 18 May. 20,000 people, including the candidates on the list, were present
at the Sehagian Playing Field Setrakian, Madoyan, Hovsep Djerian
(Huntchag), Aris, Chamlian and Naccache were the speakers, The slectoral
program that the opposition Armenian candidates presented stated, “We will
Mmmmmdmmmmimw]mmwm
laborers, and for the preservation of the present democratic' republican
regime of Lebanon.”” At 7:30 pum. on 21 May, another public rally was held
&t Mazraa, before the residence of candidate Aris, who was also & leading
trade unionist. 15,000 persons attended. Beyhum, Naccache, Aris and
Chamiian addressed the crowd. The Democratic List also-lodged a protest
mmw‘mmwmurmm
insecurity.*

Mmﬁaﬂmwlwﬁﬂmdmm&mmmmzl

mnhla,uuSpuhremeu,mdhaqulmdihuMWmmdm
the disorders, and guamntee the freedom of the elections, for such
disturbances did not help the state or the Armenian community.” Khoury had
Wywh%ﬁm%&wmwmmnm
Day.™

.. On Election Day itself, Zarfonk called on its readers to vote for the
Democratic List The Ramgevar daily described Hairabedian &5 “a great
unknown” and Der Kaloustian as the “author of two crimes in one week.™



Meanwhile, Aztag’s editorial, titled “Let’s Vote for the Popular List”, called.
on Armenian voters to “vote for the Popular List in its entirety, without any
reservation, if you want the Lebanese people 1o continue to accept you and
thnﬁlnmmMmmMmmmwmumy
Astarar slso asked its readers to vote for the pro-govemment list™ while
mnst!.ahmmwspnpemledh}'zmw campaigned in favor of the
opposition lists.*

Thegwunmmmujhrquwﬂymumdﬂmlmemﬂw
victory of its preferred candidates, “afthough an official communiqué by the
Council of Internal Security had assured that it would enforce the free and
orderly running of the elections. This communiqué was published after a
meeting at the presidential palace on 22 May, with the panicipation of
m&pwmmﬁmwmmwm
as well as the Directors of the Police and Internal

mmmammmmmehmms
&m. 1o 4 pm. on Sunday, 25 May 1947. Many incidents occurred during
voting, despite the faci that the army had taken charge of the situation.

The opposition-cited & number of imegularities. The Tashnag agents, it
said; had red-white badges on their chests and closely cooperated with the
mlmﬂqﬂ:pmumdwmssuppmﬂngﬂnnummhathmmmm
the polling stations.** Not a single opposition candidate could enter polling
centers (o supervise the election process. It was estimated that 80 percent of
the voters supporting the Democratic List had been denied entry. The police
even beat sume of the Democratic voters. At 10 am., Hagop Adadjian, police
bullets killed a Communist from Ashrefieh, during a commotion at St
Michel (Nahr quarter) when the Phalangist activists wanted to vote; three
others, Simon Semerdjian, Avedis Apelisn and Gaidzag Vanian, were
wounded, In a separate incident, policemen in the Bashura police station beat
Mihran Ohanian, when he wanted to vote for the Democratic List*

At 10 am. on election day, 23 opposition candidates (Naccache, Sarkis,
Hussein Sejaan, Minassian, Beyhum, Adib Kaddourah, Nassif Majdalani,
Mahmassani, Tamer, Anis Saghir, Chamlian, Slim, Chader, Adib Masalouf,
Tabet, Abdel Salam Shatila, Ahmed Ahdab, Abdul Hafiz Mahmassani, Aris,
Mahmoud Hajj, Ibrahim Khairallah, Jacques Lizmé and Zouheir Osseiran)
visited President Khoury to protest against the irregularities and ask him to
take the necessary measures to restors legality. dendhﬂmgany
previous knowledge of what was reported to him.™

~ Three other candidates, Mustafa Soltani, Leilekian and Jean Misk, joined
the above-mentioned 23 candidates at an emergency meeting at Amin
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BﬂmsmwmdlmmmbmﬁﬂEMIm Within an hour,
they had distributed a pamphlet among the people, which said:

You have seen with your own eyes the conspiracy, which has been,

weaved to falsify the legislative elections. The pressure, aggression,

terrorism, corruption of consciences, interdiction to voters to enter the
polling booths, and mobilization of the public forces to stop all

opposttion, all these have led us to address a protest to the President of
the Republic and demand the cancellation of the ballot™

The Democratic List also cabled President Khoury protesting against
mw:mhﬁwﬂﬁn!h“ﬂmmmmﬂw

tial palace.” The protest note also mentioned that both falsification
and force had been used to forbid the voters from voting for any list other
than the pro-government one. ltchmdudﬁuannutmoﬁh&&fmws,as'
they had been anti-constitutional, ™ The supparters of the Democratic List

also boycotted the elections after 10:30 a.m.

At2 p.m, in the afternoon, the 24 opposition candidates, who had asked
their supporters to stop voting by 11 am., paid another visit to President:
Khoury, who was surrounded, on this occasion, by Riad Solh and Phardon,
Candidates Sarkis and Chader lodged a protest in the name of the opposition
regarding persistent ballot stuffing. Chader proposed that they go to any
polling office to see if the number of actual voters there was equal to the
mhrﬂmmdmwi:%mwmmmmm
However, this proposal was not accepted.

mﬁmmmuomawmmw“mwm
government scored & big victory. In Bashura, Sami Solh received 2,000 votes
more than the' total number of voters repistered in that precinct™ An
mﬁ:umast%klh follower reportediy cast fifty bunches of votes in a single
ballot boo.

Members of the Popular List were thus declared the winners. The official
tally of votes received by the successfisl candidates was as follows:

Number of registersd voters . 49953

Number of actual voters 21549
Voter turnoat 432%
Habib Abi Chahla 17848
Abdallah Yafi 17852
Rashid Beydoun 17556
Sami Solh 17084 :
Hussein Oweyni 16657
Movses Der Kaloustian 16455
Rasef Abellama 16373



Melkon Hairabedian 16330°
Merassa de Freige 15761

The ather candidates had received the following tily of votes during
vating from 8 to 10 am:”

Hratchia Chamlian 752 Mustafa Sohani 139
Kamig Minassian 3409 Jean Misk 18
Mustafa Aris 3204 Vahram Leilekian 112
Joseph Chader 3168 Hussein Sejaan 150
Alfred Naccache 047 Anis Saghir 100
Amin Beyhum 2920 Agop Moussalian 56
Mohsen Slim 2569 Mahmoud Hajj 44
Soubhi Mahmassani - . 2547 Chafik Nassif 28
Philippe Tamer 2047 Antoine Chalfoun 21
Creorge Tabet 1414 Toufic Mrad Rizk 17
Adib Maalouf 768 Meguenditch Barounian 7
Adib Kaddurat 76 Farid Jebran 6
Zouheir Osserian 627 Selim Maalouf 5
Ibrahim Khairallah 387 Boutros Dib 4
Henri Arslanian 250 Hassan Jtani 2
Rafiq Baraj 230 Abdel Hafiz Mahmassani 2
Ramez Sarkis 212 Mohammed ¢l Bakr 1
Ahmed Ahdab 206 Rafiq Bart 1
Nassif Majdalani 206 Dr. Nahassian 1
Abdel Salam Shatila 158 Jean Hayek 1
Jacques Lizmé 153

The opposition described these elections as “the crime of May 25,
1947.°™ [mmedidte reaction in the Lebanese press was, however, mixed,
Aztag, Le Jour, Al-Shark, Al-Nahar, AlJoumhour, and Aztarar ssid that the
25 May elections had been held “generally in order and calm.”™ Zartank, on
the other hand, published the following headline: “Tyranny and no elections.
The government elected jts deputies without the votes of the people. What
happened was not an eleetion, but the violation of civil rights, individual
liberties and democratic principles.™ Le Soir of Dikran Tosbath, in tum,
wrote: “les clection ont &6 truguées, Truquées, affreusement,
honteusement.™ The opposition newspapers: even “claimed that the
government had used the identity cards of 3700 Armenians repatriated” to
Soviet Armenia®

_On Wednesday, 28 May, the Minister of the Interior, Kamal Jomblat,
made public his resignation. He declared that he had submitted his
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wummmﬂmmmmmmﬂm
there would be cheating. He had kept this decision secret for a while, upon
the insistence of his colleagues. Mgr. lgnace Moubarak -a Maronite
Archbishop, distributed 8 pamphlet, strongly criticizing the President and
demanding his resignation, Takieddin Solh, the President of the Union of
Journalists, also declared that the elections had been fraudulent™ The
anmﬂdm}aﬁ»dmhhhmAHdﬂaﬁz
Mn}ummnl,ﬂmﬂﬂmj.&jmm Chalfoun, issued on 30 May
an eppeal for & general swike the next day. The strike was effective in
mmdﬁujmhhﬁlw On 5 June, opposition candidates from
Beirut presented a memorandum to Prmd:m!:hcmydmmdmgm_
fmmﬂmﬂfajudimlmmim ‘examing electoral fraud and its
consequences.” The editors of 25 newspapers and magazines, including
Zartonk, Ararat, Joghoveurt! Tsayn (Communist), Zouheir Osserian's Hadaf,
Mohsen Slim's Al~Jedid, the Phalangist Al-Amal, the Communist Sawi-al
Shaab, Beirut, L'Orieni, Le Soir, Al-Divar, Beshir, Al-Sayyad, Telegraph,
Racuad, Al-Yowm, Lissan-ul Hal, Asia, Al-Joumhour, Beirut af-Massa, Al-
Nida, Sawi-ul Ahrar, forwarded on 8 June a letter to the President declaring
that the 25 May elections had been “undenisbly fraudulent” snd hence the
new Parliament did not represent the will of the nation. The editors
demanded the dissolution of the new Parlinment and made it clear that they
would otherwise ignore its existence in their newspapers.® On 14 June,
opposition candidates from Beirut demanded, in another protest to Khoury,
the cancellation of the elections in the capital. Furthermore, they authorized
the lawyers from amongst their own ranks, namely Soubhi Mahmassani,
Chamilian, Chader and Slim, to present the opposition's viewpoint on the
election. This assessment was eventually summarized in twelve points, of
which the following were the more important:

* the ballot boxes were not opened at the sst time;

* the ballot boxes were not examined and not sealed;

‘&Wmﬁmmmmmmaﬂmﬂdmh

present during the counting process;

'ﬂmoppwfﬂmmluppquﬁmughmm.

ballots pre-marked in favor of pro-govemnment candidates were stuffed

into ballot boxes in bundles;

* the names of many eligible voters wens erased from the voter lists; and



The government declared, however, that the elections had been legal;
aneM:mmthSnﬂ:mmmdlymdﬂmﬂwyhdbﬁmmbm
elections ever.®

Inmembmﬂumeuimm}ndelmﬁmmm“whr

opposition held on 16 June at 5 p.m. amuphmfnrmpmsmﬁemm
‘of Alfred Maccache. Former Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Karamé was
present at this event, during which Soubhi Mahmassani reported that the
candidate-lawyers had presented the Validating Committee that moming the
points they had enumerated in their written protest. They had also demanded
the resignation of Pharaon from the committee. since he had been a member
of the government, which had organized the election. They had further
'ﬂ'glwdﬂmthenﬁdlwufﬂnwmmmﬂquuwﬁmmhmnm
nominated by an illegal Parliament.

Munmmmmmkm,ﬂmﬂﬁppmhmmnﬁ&ﬂof&cimmd
other influential personalities addressed, late in June, another letter to the
President. They demanded again the dissolution of the new Parliament. In &
separaie declaration, the National Bloc of former President Eddé condemned
the 25 Mn?'-dedium as “mbrmpf". The bloc published a “black™ book on this
occasion.”

The opposition candidates met a1 10 a.m. on Sunday, 29 June, for another
protest meeting, this time at the house of Omar Bevhum. Karamé, Naccache,
Msouli, Emir Nouhad Arslan (National Bloc), Elias Rababi (Phalangist) and
DrGea@aHmfPﬁmome]mInaﬂnmmdﬂnzsmm
and demanded the dissclution of the newly elected Parliament.™

Committes “as deputies were aware of its content.” Pharaon, the commitiee’s
chaimman, stated that although their report was not perfect, it still satisfied
their conscience. The Parliament then approved the election of all deputies
except one from outside Beinut™

Opposition newspapers continued  their bitter “attacks  on the
Parliament even afler it had formally convened. They reported that The
mmmmmm&mmmmmmmm
elections.™ The last important protest meetings of the opposition in this
mdwmho]dntkm‘udlmhhfsmidwhﬂc&rwﬂ uma"‘md
Karamé's residence in Tripoli on 14 September.™® Thersafter, it became
gradually clear that pressure from the oppesition would not be enough to
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force the povemment to back down. The Parliament. elecied on 25 May
1947, was destined to serve its full, four-year term. _

Within the Armenian community itself, the post-electoral tensions and
the frustration of supporters of the Democratic Front had led to further
bloodshed. Two murders were committed on 14 June; Boghos Margossian
(Tashnag)” and Atam Yeghiayan (anti-Tashnsg)™ were killed. On 15 June,
another. Tashnag sympathizer, Haroutiun Medzoyan, was attacked in his

.

Catholicos Karekin I, however, accepted the official results. On 5 July,
he congratulated the newly elected Armenian deputies during 4 reception
held et the Armenian Preiecy in Beirut. Immediately afier this event. the
Catholicos peid a visit to Riad Solh to offer his congratulations upon his re-
appointment as Prime Minister. Karekin | was accompanied by Archbishop
Khat, the Rev. Dadjad Ourfalian, deputies Der Kaloustian and Hairabedian,
and Dadjad Srabian, Chairman of the National Central Civil Council of the
Ciligian See,"™ _ ; =

Only years later would a contributor to Azfag admit openly “the elections
of May 25, 1947 constitute the climax of fraud and intervention, a black spot
in Lebanese electoral history, to the extent that people do not hesitate to call
it the “massacre of freedoms.” The author quoted in this article from
President Khoury's published memoirs: “Some officials wanted to win favor
and voted in the name of absent people. This is why there were more votes in
the ballot boxes than [the number of] names on the voters' list,*"™

THE ELECTIONS OF 1951

President Bishara Khoury consolidated his hold on power after the 1947
elections and continued to rule the country with the cooperation of his close
ally, Prime Minister Riad Solh. The President's brother, Selim, maintained
his corrupt methods, creating, in the process, a bad image for the regime.

The four-year term of the Parliament elected in 1947 witnessed & number
of political developments of colossal significance both at home and in the
Middle East region. The most important was the end of the British mandate
in Palestine. The United Nations voted for the partition of Palestine on 29
November 1947. This decision was rejected by all Amb states, including
Lebanon. The ensuing 194849 war in Palestine forced thousands of
Palestinian Arabs to seek refuge in Lebanon, creating in the process a new
demographic situation in their host country. The Palestinian refugees were
not granted Lebanese citizenship and lived mostly in makeshift refugee
camps. At home, the Lebanese government dealt severely with its political



epponents, the Syrian Social Nationalist Party and the Communists. Khoury
also used his influence on Parliament to amend the Lebanese Constitution
and get re-glected in 1949 for a second term as President. Tu '

As the term of the Parlisment elected in 1947 was coming 10 an end, the
govemment of Riad Solh resigned. On 14 February 1951, President Khoury
appointed @ neutral, interim govemment 10 oversee the general elections.
Hussein Oweyni assumed the Premiership and the Ministry of the Interior.
The rest of the ministerial portfolios were distributed between Ministers
Boulos (Paul) Fayad and Edouard Noun, A A

~ The 1951 elections were to be conducted sccording to a new electoral
law promulgated on 10 August 1950. This law had raised the membership of
Parliament to 77. According to the new law, the constituency of Beirat was
allotted thirteen seats, distributed as follows: four Sunnite, one Shiite, one
Greek Orthodox, one Maronite, one Protestant, two Armenian Orthodox, one
Armenian Catholic and one Minority. The district of Metn in the
Govemorate of Mount Lebanon, north of the Lebanese capital, was aliotted
nine seats; five Maronite, one Druze, one Shiite, one Greek Orthodox and
wna Armmenian. Orthodox. Hence, four seats had been allocated in all to the
Armenians, The Armenian Orthodox community would have three deputies
in the next Chamber: two, in Beinut; and one, for the first time, in Metn. For
the first time, too, the Armenian Catholic community would have its
Miomdsminnemmim&ﬂw}kun&immdmﬁm
campeted for the seat allacated to the Minorities in the Lebanese capital.

Prime Minister Oweyni prohibited mass rallies and the public display of
pictures of the various candidates. He also gave instructions 1o the Lebarese
Army to maintain order throughout the country, especially on polling day.
Oweyni increased the number of polling stations, and, on the eve of the
legislative elections, sppointed trusted, high-ranking civil servants as
inspectors at those centers. Each inspector was named in & district with which
he had had no private connection, Oweyni also ordered the release from
prison of candidates from Raymond Eddé’s National Bloc and the
Communist parey, '™

After having witnessed fraudulent elections on many occasions in the
past, many newspapers (Al-dmal, Telegraph, Al-Sayyad, Al-Diyar, Al-Nidai,
Le Solr, and Sowi-ul Ahrar) initially questioned the govemnment's
commitment to hold free elections.'™ Oweyni tried to calm the skeptics by
solemnly swearing on his honor that the elections would be free."™ It was
also fixed that the elections would take place on 12 Aprl 1951, but the
Padhmuﬁ elected in 1947, would end its term .of office only on 2 June
1951.



Finally, after having attended Mass celebrated at the Armenian Catholic
Church on 6 April, President Khoury stated, in the presence of the Armenian
Catholic Patriarch, Cardinal Grégoire-Pierre Agagianian: * swear before
God and men that the elections of 15 April will be perfectly free."'™
wpg government took strict precautions against the “violence,
mmnrdmnnardmpﬂmuﬁmhhndmmmnpmwutuMom. All
privately owned weapons were confiscated. "’

Efforts to forge electoral alliances began soon ‘after the appointment of
Oweyni's neutral cabinet. On 21 February, Henri Phamon hosted & meeting
with Abdellah Yafi, Habib Abi Chahla, Saeb Salam, Sami Solh and Rashid
Beydoun. They discussed the electoral situation in Beirut and the possibilities
of the formation of an electoral list. Pharaon reportedly insisted during the
meeting that Amin Beyhum should be invited to join the list as the fourth
Sunnite candidate. He refused, however, to have Raeef Abellama as the
mmmm&umymmvﬁmhmmmm
hand, insisted demddm Nsouli as the fourth Sunnite and Abellama as
the Maronite candidates,’™

Evenmiy,?hmnswhwmedmmmmntw
reached in principle to form the so-called List of Giants under his leadership.
in addition to Henri Pharson (Greek Catholic), the list included Habib Abi
Chahla (Greek Orthodox), Abdallah Yafi, Sami Solh, Amin Beyhum, Saeb
Sl.iam (Sunites), Rashid Beydoun (Shiite), Charles Helou (Marcnite), Ramiez

Sarkis (Protestant) and Moussa de Freige (Minorities). It was expected that
the incumbent Ammenian Orthodox deputies, Movses Der Kaloustian and
Melkon Hairabedian, would also be included. Thmwunomnia]lgmnﬂu
on the Armenian Catholic candidate of the list.'™

mmmummwﬁmm the Armenians in
Lebanon since the previous parliamentary elections in IN‘.-' The repatriation
of Ammenians from Lebanon to Soviet Armenia had resumed during the
summer of 1947, lnmmmwmmmwmm
by the Soviet government in 1948."" On the other hand, the Arab-lsraeli War
of 1948-49 had forced many Armenians from Palestine to settle in Lebanon,
increasing: the local Armenian population. The Armenian refugees from
Palestine were not accarded Lebanese citizenship, however, and could not
thersfore directly influence the outcome of the electoral race:

Two other changes were noted. First, & schism had emerged within the
Huntchag party, The so-called right wing of the party had assembled around
the Ararar daily, end its leaders, Armen Gharib, Kevork Yerovanian, Onnig
Dijamboulian and others, controfied the party’s Lebanon District Committee,
On the other hand, the so-called left wing of the party, led by Haroutiun



Dijeredjian, claimed control of the party’s Local Executive Committee of
&mﬂn&mmﬂwﬂ%mh&ﬂumxkﬁlﬂr%uﬁﬁnw
and had formally expelled each other from the party

“administration of the Armenian wmmmmiﬂmunhadm
fully into the hands of the Tashnags afier the recent elections for local and
communal councils. Anti-Tashnags claimed that these elections had been
fraudulent,

Since it was expected that the Tashnags would join the List of Giants, the
mﬂvammmmdwmpmmmcflﬂ? and bring
forth once again & united front. This attempt ended, however, in failure.'

At9 p.m. on 22 Febnuary, several Armenian independent notables met at
the home of Boghos Nadjarian. Zartonk gave the following list of
participants: Dr. Yeryant Djidedjian, Dr. Karekin Tabourian, Dr. Hovhaness
Srabian, Dr. Harcutiun Tchblekian, Dr. Melkon Hairabedian, Hratchia
Chamlian, Major Boghos Toursarkissian, Puzant Yeghiavan, Kevork
Tehatalbashian, Takvor Palandjian, Dikran Zawmwaﬁlm,l.wan Mazarian,
Dikran Tosbath, Pakarad Bakalian, Hagop Abadjian, Kamig Minassian,
Boghos Nnd_]lﬂlﬂ, Dr. Antranik Tchavoushian, Puzant Markarian, Avedis
Manougian, Hovhaness Kassardjian and Yervant Demirdjian'. They aimed
at crealing a United Armenian Front to participate in the legislative elections.
They also agreed to try and attain a few other goals, such as better living
conditions and housing for the inhabitants of the Armenian camps north of
Beirut; reform of Armenian community schools; better health conditions; and
the construction of streets in the Armenien quarters; a seat allocated to
Armenian Protestants in Parliament; and posts in the state administration for
Ammenians who were competent and had a good command of the Arabic
language. Djidedjian was made the chairman of this group, while Srabian
became ils secretary. A five-member committee (Djidedjian, Tabourian,
Tchblakian, Tchatalbashian and Mejor Toursarkissian) was alse named to
meet the heads of religious denominations and party leaders in the Armenian
community. The spiritual heads of the three Armenian communities, Vicar
General Archbishop Khat Atchabahian (Orthodox), Cardinal Grégoire-Pierre
Agagianian (Catholic) and the Reverend Garabed Tilkian (Protestant)
welcomed the idea. Among the political parties, the Ramgavars gave their
consent, while the Huntchags put conditions on their cooperation.'
Djidedjian also approached the Tashnag party. He was informed, after a
significant delay, that the Tashnag party had already made arrangements in
this regard since the party was well positioned to represent the Armenian
community."™



mﬂpmm?h{m:h,wwdurmeﬂlhgwﬂhdﬂu%hmﬁnf
Mmﬂ Ramgavar and Hunichag representatives were present on this
occasion. The Tashnag refusal to cooperate was communicated to those
present, Fmﬁmmmwequ“nmmm replaced
him on the Electorsl Committes of the Independents,

On 12 March, the pictures of the Huntchag candidate, Krikor
Khatcherian, were posted all over the town,'"" Two days later, the Huntehag
leaders declared their willingness to participate in the United Front, if it
nominated a Huntchag candidate. They further stated that they could only
pay the expenses of their own candidate. Moreover, the Huntchags preferred
to join the List of Giants; serious consideration was necessary before joining
m;whn"‘“mmndﬁonswmmtmﬂd.mdﬂuHmm
broke away from the Front.*

Meanwhile, an opposition list had been formed in Beirut. The Popular
List was headed by Mohieddin Nsouli, ™

On 1 April, the pro-government Le Jour wrote: Beyrouth, les deux listes
demeurent incomplétes, A la premiére, deux candidats arméniens manguent.
encore. Il est de méme de la deuxiéme liste. Ce fait est du aux divergences de
mqmquenhuﬂ[umﬂp:nwnﬁme|mdeuemndthh
désignation de leurs candidats.™

Mmmmmmﬁmmmpmmn March that the

party’s candidates, Der Kaloustian and Hairabedian, had joined the
UgofumumamntmﬁdmmdrmmHm Metn would be Vahan
Papazian, a former member of the Ottoman Parliament from Van and a
famed revolutionary better known as Goms.' The leaders of the List of
Giants had accepted Der Kaloustian on their list, but were still trying to
Mummmmmm:wmmwd
enjoy the support of all anti-Tashnag organizations'” On 14 March,
members of the List of Giants, Pharaon, Yafi, Salh and Abellama, attended
&wﬁmuﬂoﬂdlmﬂimmﬁnmaﬂumhuludumdﬁeﬂhmoﬂm
Central Committes of Homenmen,'™ (

ByﬂnmdeomehlﬁmmmmeHM|mm
so~called Armenian Front had failed. On 19 March, the right wing of the
Huntchag party officially submitted Khatcherian's candidature.”™ The left
mdmumﬂmmmwmﬂwnmmmﬁ
Vahridj Dieredjian.'

On 24 March, Le Soir reported that the “Armenian United Front™ had
mmmmm”mmmm@nmhms
April, when the Front's candidates were formally declared.
Ym&mumhnmd}{mﬂm&mhmfmﬂrhmmmﬂmmxm



uand Noubar Toursarkissian for the Armenian Catholic seat.”™ Barsoumian
was & young engineer, & poet, and the chafrman of the local council of the
Armenian CGeneral Benevolemt Union in Beirut. Setrakian, the Ramgavar
candidate, was & young lawyer, & former member of the Civil and Communal
Councils of the Armenian Orthodox community in Lebanon, a former, three-
term: Chairman of the Association of Armenian University Stdents, a
founding member of the Lebanese Scouts Federation and the Tekeyan
Cultural Assosistion, as well as a member of the Armenian Repatriation
Committee in 1946-47." Toursarkissian®s candidature — “as the strongest
AmnlanC;ﬂiﬂI:cmdrdﬂt&" had already been announced on 31 March.
He was & 29 year-old lawyer and the son of Major Boghos Toursarkissian. ™!
Finally, Dikran Tosbath was named on 7 April as the Armenian Front's
candidate for the Amenian Orthodox seat in Metn.'™ He had already made
mlsdmmmpubimmhismrmchmmw Le Soir, on 30
March.'®
The opposition Popular List was composed of Mohieddin Nsouli,
Mohammed Jaroudi, Takieddin Solh and Hussein Sejaan (Sunnites), Zouheir
Osseiran  (Shiite), Jean Jalkh (Maronite), Nassim Majdalani (Greek
Orthodox), Nasri Maalouf (Greek Catholic), Anis Heneykati (Protestant),
Bengit Aboussousn (Minorities), Yetvart Barsoumian and Hratchia Setrakian
(Armmenian Orthodox) and Noubar Toursarkissian (Armenian Catholic)™,
Commenting on the formation of the opposing lists in Beirut, Gideon
Tadmor wrots as follows: i ]
The lists had little to do with ideclogical differences; they were based
more on local interests and consideration of the prospects of winning at
the local polls. Individual relations still govem the cutcome of the vote in
Lebanon. Accordingly, pro-Government lists included names of
distinguished persons associated with the regime of President Bisharra
el-Khoury, Deputies who had been antagonists in the old Chamber
appeared together on the same list for the new Chamber because both
were trying to get on the “swrongest” lot, that is, the one with the best
chances.
The first list, for example, consisted, on the one hand of men who were
connected with the administration and were, one might say of aristocratic
lineage, and on the other hand, with those strongly opposed to the five-
year regime of Premier Riad al-Solh. These included Pharaon and Sami
al-Solh. Relatively younger men who felt they were entitled to more
important positions, but who had not yet succeeded in securing major
governmental jobs formed the second list, of the opposition. Most of
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them are now minor officials or j m  they are progressive and are

affiliated with various political parties."™ .

Omce the Armenian Front, which was nothing more than & Remgavar-
“Independents™ alliance, made public its list of candidates, the Armenian
Communists announced the candidature of Artin Madoyan for one of the
Armenien Orthodox seats in Beirut. Mustafa Aris, another Communist, was
also running in the same constituency. P

After the failure to forge a united, anti-Tashnag Fromt had become
evident, Der Kaloustian, the Tashnag candidate, honored his allies on the List
of Giants with-a luncheon. Der Kaloustian and Hairabedian had by now
officially joined that list ™

m?numimofﬂmﬁnmian Catholic candidate was still unresolved,
however,™" There were four Armenian Catholic candidates (Joseph Chader,
Elic Khayat, Kevork Baghdjian and Dikran de Chadarevian), who had not
found places on any list"™

On 6 April, the List of Giants further postponed the naming of its
candidate for the vacant seat reserved for the Armenian Catholic community;
it had proved impossible to reach a consensus.,'™ A compromise was
uftimately reached on the following basis: the official List of Giants would
not include the name of any Armenian Catholic candidate, but the supporiers
of Yafi and Solh would vote for Khayat; and those of Pharson, for Chader.
who was the Vice-President of the Phalangist party.'” Still, Chader attended
a meeting of the List of Giants at the home of Mustafa Koleilat in Ras el-
Mabeh on 10 April,* 4

After the opposing lists had been formally announced in Beirut, the
newspapers of the opposing Armenian groupings began atacking one
another. Astag's editorial, titled “Useless Are the Masks,” claimed that the
Communists and their fellow travellers had appeared again; the so-called
Armenian Front was nothing but the same group that had damaged the
Armenian community by exploiting the question of repatriation to Armenia
in 194647, Astag asked thetorically where would Bolshevik propaganda and
activity have resched had not the Tashnag party oppased this irrespansible
cument of opportunists and had created, through its struggle, a situation in
which once again “the majority of Lebanese Armenians were recognized as
loyal and honest citizens of this country and not as a tool in the hands of
Communist propeganda and Soviet policy.”'® Zartonk replied thet the
mmmmmmgﬂmmﬁmcmwmmm
Communists had their own candidate for the legislative elections,'®

Furthermore, both the List of Giants and the Popular List organized &
series of public rallies as Election Day approached. A rally was held in



Mudawar in honar of the List of Giants at 8 p.m. on 8 April. 8,000 people
mndedmdlmedmspmhﬁbySmPImmsum Beydoun, Abi
Chahla, Hairabedian and Der Kaloustian.'!

The same day, the Armenian Front held a gathering to honor the Popular
LMnmamnmcimWImdmmmmm

miade spesches during the gathering.'”® The front organized another rally at §
pum. on 11 April, this time opposite the Baraj factory near the Nahr Bridge.
lkamdadm'“ThPcpu!whﬂulwimIﬁhdduﬂmmlhm.
to, in the ensuing days. The first was at the Zeydani quarter and was
attended by a crowd of 7,000. The Armenian Catholic candidate,
Tnumrk:smmmuﬁﬂi:nummdipokcmh‘aﬁc.mmm
rally was held in Mazraa.'
_ The Huntchag party's Lebanon District Committee held & public rally a2
3 p.m. on 8 April. Thousands were repartedly present at the Sahagian Playing
Field. Seferian, Yerevanian, Gharib (in Armenian), Joseph Rezkallah, and
Puzant Melkonian (in Arabic) addressed the rally. The right wing Hunichag
candidate Khatcherian outlined his aims, the most important of which were
meﬂgmnseof&: rights of the Armenian community within the state
sdministration, the strengthening of the brotherly ties of the Arabs and
Armenians and the maintenance of the soversignty, political and econemic
independence of Lebanon. Khatcherian also vowed to try to increase the
standard of living of the workers and people in general."”

Setrekian, the Ramgavar candidate on the Popular List, had also vowed,
in & separate campaign speech, to defend the ignored rights and interests of
the Armenian community as well as these of the Armenian workers and
businessmen.”™ A Zarfonk editorial of 17 April reiterated these points and
added that the Tashnags wanted to dominate the Catholicossate of the Holy
See of Cilicia in Antelias,””' Azrag replied that the Tashnags had always
wanted the Catholicossate to be above party disputes. Furthermore, it was a
lie to say that the rights of Armenian workers had not been protected:
Armenjans were not persecuted or ignored in Lebanon as fer as the
constitutional rights of the community were concemned.'™ Another Aztag
editorial added that all those who wanted to stir the Armenianz into
discontent against the leaders of the Lebanese government and wanted to see
the Tashnags in the same position were dangerous evildoers.'™

On 13 April, Vahridj Djeredjian, the left-wing Huntchag candidate for
one of the two Armmenian Orthodox seats in Beinut, and Kevork Baghdjian,
ltmm:d.apmiﬂﬂArmmmCaﬂmimﬂnﬂlMlnﬂlemmmy
withdrew from: the race.”™ Following Djeredjian’s withdrawal, the Local
Executive Committee of the Huntchag party issued a communiqué appealing



mmmmmdmpm"mmﬁrdlﬂmumﬂtﬂmeswhom
strugpling for the freedom and complete soversignty of the Lebanese people,
mmwofﬂnpublicnwmﬁrhmdamimﬂmh
peace and for a higher standard of living.""*

In the constituency of Metn, Papazian, the Tashnag candidate for the
Armenian Orthodox seat. joined the pro-govemment Constitutional
(Destouri) fist an 21 March. His allies on the list were Wadih Naim, Dr, Elias
Khoury, Khalil Abi Jaoudé, Michel Doumit, Hassan Farhat, Beshir Aouar
and Fouad Khoury.™

‘The rival Armenian Orthodox candidate, Tosbath, first joined the
oppmﬂmllﬂlﬁhy?mﬂd&m4ﬁpnimmmmem
announced that he had, after negotiations between the Armenian Front, the

leader Pierre Gemayel and Gabriel Murr, withdrawn from the

National Bloc’s list to join the list of Independents headed by Gemayel, This

list was composed of Pierre Gemayel, Salah Labaki, Elia Abi Jacudé, Joseph

Khoury, Michel Mouawad (Maronites), Gabriel Murr (Greek Orthodox),

Bahij Mezher (Druze), Abdallah Hajj (Shiite) and Dikran Tosbath (Armenian
Orthodox). '™

On 13 April, Noubar Nokhoudian, another Armenian Orthodox candidate
in Metn, who was nimning s an independent, withdrew in Tosbath's favor 5o
as “to consolidate the Armenian Union.”™ Two days later, Tosbath
announced that he had also been accepted on the National Bloc’s list, which
now consisted of Pierre Eddé, Elia Abi Jaoudé, Habib Akl, Edovard Honein,
Nikola Hayek (Maronités), Albert Moukheiber (Greek Orthodox), Abdallah
Ha"(ShuE’),Bﬁﬂjbm«(Dnm)mdDihmMM(ﬂmwmm
Orthodex). ™ Araral, the mouthpiece of the right wing of the Huntchag party,
mmmmm%mmwmmm
wnnnnnr(ymhﬂmﬂ.

The Compatriotic Unions. of Daron-Dourouperan, Vasbouragan and
Garin (Erzerum) organized a demonstration of sympathy for Papazian at St
Astvadzadzin Church at 10 am. on 8 April. The candidate had spent his
revolutionary life against the Ottoman govemment in those regions of
Mmmllk&uﬁmmm&hmudmhdumg&n

A.tsp.m the following day, a rally was held in Nor Marash honoring the
Constitutional lst for Metn. 10,000 people attended. Tashnag leader Haig
Balian and candidates Naim, MMMFMKMMFW
were emong the speakers at the rally, '

The rival Independent List of Gemayel held its public rallies at 4 p.m. on
& April &t Bourj Brajnd.'®



On the eve of the elections, Zarfank called on its supporters to vate for
the Popular List in Beint, making specizl mention of its Armenian
mnﬁdﬂﬁuﬁhﬂuln&mdﬂﬁﬂmh!ﬂuhﬁngmﬁmtn
Tosbath's presence.' Ararat called on its followers to vote for Khatcherian,
Toursarkissian and independent candidates in Beirut, and for Tosbath and
EhaAbquudémh&m’“ﬁmﬂy,.{ﬂqgappuiadhm:uppmwsmm
for the List of Giants in Beirut, emphasizing the candidature of both Der
thumhndembedlmbmanmmhmnfChndumdfmﬂle
th:uunml list in Metn, underlining the candidacy of “comrade Vahan
Papazian.""

Thenhcﬂmwﬂplmnnlﬁnpnlmumdu&maplmEmmt
opposition, despite minor imegularities, scknowledged their faimess

In Beirut, out of 57,658 registered \fotcrs. 21,948 persam actually
voted. "™ The official results were as follows:™

Rashid Beydoun 14779 Benoit Aboussouan 6684
Ramez Sarkis 14775 Mohieddin Nsouli 6584
Sami Solh 14758 Hratchia Setrakian 6583
Abdallak Yafi 14629 Zouheir Osseiran 6538
Henri Pharaon 13284 Yetvart Barsoumian 5883
Charles Helou 13180 Mustafa Aris 5502
Saeb Salam 12808 Anis Heneykati 5380
Moussa de Freige 12747 Hussein Sejzan 4073
Amin Beyhum 12175 Raeef Abellama 3930
Movses Der Kaloustian 12004 Jean Jalkh 3789
Melkon Hairabedian 11946 Takieddin Solh 3348
Habib Abi Chahla 11016 Artin Madoyan 2765
Nassim Majdalani 10333 Elie Khayat 2357
Joseph Chader 9660 Rafig Tabbara 1653
Nasri Maalouf 7411 Krikor Khatcherian 1099
Mohammed Jaroudi 7171 Dikran de Chadarevian231

Moubar Toursarkissian 6987

Members of the List of Giants, topether with Chader, were thus elected
&s members of the next Chamber of Deputies.

The opposition Popular List in Beirut formally acknowledged that the
glections had been free, but that they had, after 11 &m., tumed into a black
markel. The opposition declaration concluded with the statement that “a
struggle ended; a new struggle has begun.™"”

In Metn, 2zmmﬁmgwngwmmmmmlﬂ
Bourj Hammoud, some incidents: disturbed the orderly atmosphere of the
election.”™ The official results were as follows'™:
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Dikran Tosbath 12504 Pierre Gemaye 17945

Elia Abi Jaoudél 1920 Pieme Eddé 7798
Abdallah Hajj 11534 Mikolz Hayek 6630
Hassan Farhat 11311 Albert Moukheiber 6177
Emile Lahoud 10988 Edouard Honein 5737
_Beshir Aouar 10776 Gabriel Murr a7
Bahij Mezher 10519 Joseph Khoury 4647
Elias Khoury 10400 Salah Labaki 3813
Vahan Papazian 10186 Michel Mouawad 2939
Fouad Khoury 9926 Antoine Tabet 2464
Michel Doumit 9653 Hafiz Munzer 1735
Wadih Naim 5012 Rukoz Abi Nader 512

Habib Akl 8697 A, Khoury 65

Khalil Abi Jaoudé 8419 MNoubar Nokhoudian 34

From the Constitutional fist, Elias Khoury, Emile Lahoud, Michel
Doumit (Marenites), Fousd Khoury (Greek Orthodox), and Beshir Aouar
{Druze) were thus elected members of the Chamber of Deputies, and, from
the Independent list, Elia Abi Jaoudé (Maronits), Abdallah Hajj (Shiite) and
Dikran Tosbath (Armenian Orthodox). A second ballot would have to take
mWWthmMHmwlmMMMWMMh
Metn,

Tosbath, the victorious Armenian candidate, wrote that in Bourj
Hammoud:

Les membres du parti Tachnak, au vu et au su de la gendarmerie, ont

literalement occupé le bureau de vote et ses aberds jmmédiats

Wmﬂhmqﬁn!&kmdehwbuﬂ;dnﬂpmm

efin.

Zartonk, Ararat, Le Soir, and Al-Amal strongly protested against Tashnag
behavior during voting in Bourj Hammoud.'” Al-Amal mentioned a protest
mhndndmﬂwhimahfmismmhhﬂnsﬂmtﬁupellingnﬂimbm
been stationed in & single building in & Tashnag quarter, and guns were used
mﬁmdlﬁzwofﬂjcopmhﬂw.prmwmhyTMmde.
the army had intervened for a short while. After their departure, however, the
Mﬂgmﬁmhﬂi:iﬂmmﬂw&éwmﬁm
“ﬂhmméﬂhﬁmdm_an(nwm'jnfﬂnmm ]

Aztag argued that Papazian had received ninety percent of the Armenian
mmhmammwmmm’ammmuww
by the fact that he had been on both of the opposition lists.”™ Aztag criticized
the anti-Tashnags for bragging about the suceess of Tosbath “which was
h@mmymm-nmmwmmmuwmm



voies had the anti-Tashnag groupings assisted in Tosbath's success.'™
Tuskath's Le Soir replied as follows:

Que le directeur du Soir n'ait pas obtenu la majorité des woix

arméniennes de Bourj Hammoud, nous ne le contestons pas ici. Mais

chacun sait, comment le scrutin s'est déroulé dans les quartiers

arméniens du fleuve, ol profitant de la carence de Iz gendarmerie, les

Tnuhnags'nmlpu imterdire 'sccés des bureaux de vote aux électeurs de

I'opposition,™ I » ;

At 11:30 am. on 17 April, Tosbath visited the Catholicossate at Antelias,
He was accompanied by notables of the Armenian Front including
Dijidedjian, Minassian, Tabourian, Bakalian, Parounag Tovmassian,
Setrakian, Barsoumian, Vahridj Djeredjian, Souren K}muminanm‘d others
in & convoy of about fifty cars. They were received by the Congregation of
the Cilician Catholicossate, headed by Bishops Khoren Paroyan and Terenig
Poladian. Then, Tosbath and Djidedjian visited the ailing Catholicos Karekin
I in his chamber. The deputy elect promised to do his best to serve the
interests of the Armenian community. The Catholicos blessed Tosbath and
wished him success,'™

Moreover, it was reported on 11 May that the Armenian Catholicossate
of Antelias had given a reception in honor of the newly elected Armenian
deputies, Vicar-General Archbishop Khat, Bishop Paren Melkonian and
depmiﬁgla'ci Tosbath, Hairsbedian and Chader had reportedly been
present.

CONCLUSION
The 1947 elections were fraudulent and aimed at the renewal of
President Khoury's term by an amendment of the constitution. The 1951
elections were generally accepted, thanks to the efforts of the Prime Minister,
as lawful.
- Within the Armenian community, the position of the Tashnag party was
strengthened further as the 1946 repatriation had taken away & few thousand
voters who had generally supported the Huntchags and Ramgsvars. The Cold
Wmhdbmnmaﬂbmmeluwmmmmﬁmuppmhm
Tashnags managed to form a United Front in 1947, They failed to score any
success, however, because they were allied with the opposition. Four years
Iater, the anti-Tashnag groupings were splintered and could not stand a
chance, except in Metn, where, due to electoral alliances with non-Armmenian
candidates, an independent was elected for the Armenian seat,
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