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NIKOGHAYOS ADONTZ

AS THE HISTORIAN OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
(Summary)

BEDROS HOVHANNISIAN

The renouned Armenian Byzantologist, Nikoghayos Adontz, is the author of
more than a dozen of books and studies all dealing with the history of Armenia and
Armenians. All through his life (1871-1942) he taught in various western universities,
and worked and published on a wide range of Armenian life and history past and pre-
sent. Yet few of his readers realized how deeply he was involved in church history and
what a formidable Armenian Church historian he was. )

In spite of the fact that he published quite a large number of works, he left behind
a considerable amount of unpublished manuscripts, which are now deposited in the ar-

chives of the Hamazgayin Cultural Association, Beirut, Lebanon. Even a scanty read-
ing of this material will prove the existence of works which will open to light the
various facts of the Armenian Church history, which, it seems, fell into the scope of the
great historian's interests, Of these works mention must be made of the Tonatsouyts
(Calendar of Religious Feasts, in Armenian, two different copies of 500 and 600 pages
each), Tjashots (Lectionary, in Armenian, 150 pages), Grigor Anavarzetsou Tona-
tsouytse (The Calendar of Religious Feasts of Grigor of Anavarza, in Armenian, 50 pages),
Patkeri Khendire Hayots Yekeghetsou Mech (The Question of Iconography in the
Armenian Church, in Armenian, 65 pages), Asora-Parskakan Kristoneakan Yekeghet-
sou Astitjanakargoutoune (The Religious echeloning system in the Assyro- -Persian
Christian Church, in Russian, 20 pages), Kristonyaneri Halatzanknere Sasanian Pars-
kastanoum V-VI Dareroum (The Persecution of the Christians in Sassanid Persia in the
V-V1 Centuiries, in Russian, 30 pages), Mee Ech Katoghikosoutian Merdzavor Ants-
yalits (A Page of the Recent Past of the Armenian Catholicosate, in Armenian, 17 pa-
ges), and some 150 pages of studies all pertaining 1o the Armenian Tjashots. Besides
this unpublished material, Adontz has published quite a large number of studies in
Armenian, French and Russian and all dealing with the History of the Armqmﬂhumh






