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To review Coucasnes Chronicles, Ambassador Leonidas
mmhwmulmmmmmmwm
for those interested in the Megomo-Karmbakh conflict and the role of the regional and
international actors fn that stuggle.

The suthor reveals firsthand Enformation sbout Armenia's infernal socio-
economic difficulties and the external security threats it faced from ne
Turkey during his seven month tenure as the Greek ambassador in Yerevan from 17
July 1993 to 20 February 1994, He also conveys fo-the reasders his objectives as the
first ambassador of hiz country to newly independent Armenia: to “assist Armenin in
developing economically, help the Greeks of Armenia to overcome the difficulties of

everydsy lfe, and develop bilateral relations [with Armenia] in matiers of defense”
(pp- ;3-14}. Moreover, as the representative
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government and provides insight oo its dynemics and the mwwum

Throughout the book, Chrysanthopoulos highlights the war over . Nagomo-
Mbmﬂmumﬂﬁﬂhgn}hmﬂmﬁmwh.
be the focal point in the power struggle over the South Caucasus between Russia on
the one hand and the EU and the United States (LIS) on the other. The Conference on
Security snd Cooperstion in Europe (CSCE)' had become — by the time of the
ambassador’s arrival in Yerevan — the main medistor in the Nagomo-Karabakh
conflict, and he wvalues its constructive mbt and tremendons efforts in trying to
provent Russia from getting the upper hand in the resolition of this dispute.

historical

power plant in Metzmor in 1989 (p. 7).
wammﬂmnhmwwm:

interesis of Armenia in furthering this process, as well as the political sims
Turkey, which wished to extend its influence in the South Caucasus and “play
more convincing role as mediator in the Nagomo-Karabakh conflict™ (p.
Chrysanthopoules says that, in order w0 sccomplish this end, “Turkey allowed
Mnm_mummsmc?mmma

of the fact that Armenia is a landiocked 7.

foroes continued to carry their military assault forward,
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policy consistent with tise position of the intemational community, _
defense ministries in trying to establish Russian dominance in the South Caucasus by

aspirations of those who wished to leave the West out of the negntiation process.
This competition between various power centres in Moscow undoubtedly further
hampend the overall peace process conducted by the Minsk Group.

_ However, the fallure of the intemational community o resalve -the Magomo-
Karabakh conflict should not be atiributed solely to Russia's determination fo keep



the ;

Conflict Resolufion”, published in Chester A. Crocker, Fen Osler
Responses uwn” Conglict (The United States Instituie of Peace Press,
1 ; 255-273.
the fact that parties 1o the conflict were not ready for & compromise solution; each of
them wanted to impose its torms on the ofher, Within this context, Chrysanthopoulos
describes  the considersble  degree of sutoromy that the Nagomo-Karsbakh
loadership had from Yerevan. He says that “the influence of Armenin on Stepanakest
was. weskening, but Yerevan would continue to cooperate’ with the

Kambakh authorities™ (p. 63). Ter-Petrossian tried to explain o the
during a meeting on 1 August 1993, that Armenia
could no more withstand the criticisms of the jonal community, which held

imposed by
Azcrbaijan ageinst Armenia’ and Nagomo-Karshakh could only be [ifted afier the
return of Kelbajar end Aghdam o the Azerbaijanis;

In sum, Ter-Petrossian failed in his sttempts to include the lifting of the

It is clear drat the parties to the Nagomo-Kemabakh confli were only intencsted
in & permanent cesse-fire and not in a final resolution, mainly because of the lack of
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Chrysanthopoulos

Chrysanthopoulos 1 :
events in Moscr &, He confirms that the failed coup attempt changed nothing with
respect to Russia’s firm position regarding the CSCE, the Nagomo-Karabakh peace
plan and the pressnoe of Russian troops on the Armenisn-Turkish border.

Meanwhile, the shaky cease-fire between the warring parties collapsed in the
second half of October 1993, and the Kambakh Anmenian foroes scored successes in-

Chrysanthopoulos the
hmmﬁﬂmnhnhmwmw

principle of teritorial integrity, without due nm af the Wm
determination, one of the basic principles of the CSCE, and one of the main reasons
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of a CSCE megotisting forum by Armenia and Nagomo-

for the ecceptance
Karabakh™ (p. 135).

Chrysanthopoulos ned depicts the Axerbaijani winter offensive against Nagomo-
Karahakh and its dangerous regional implications. Within this context, he highlights
the Stockholm meeting of the CSCE Minsk Group in Janusry 1994, whers the
Russians prevailed politically and appeared more determined to impose their own
pesce plan despite the fact that “there were many countries in the west that wanted to
see it fail” (p. 144), The US involvernent in this mesting was not strong enotigh to
counteshalance the unilateral Russian peace proposals that had re-surfaced. Hence, it
ww ﬂﬁmhmm&mmmWWNM|pmm
to the con
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and Baku, The Russian fallure o stop the war led to new developments on
MMNMMMMMMMMMWHI
winter offensive. Meanwhile, the government of Armenia hed conveyed its deep
concern 'to the ambassadors of the member states of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation in Armenis thet “Baku would provoke an all-out military confrontation
with Armenin and oblige Ankars to intervene militarily™ (p. 155). In order to provent
further deteriomtion between Armenis snd Turkey, the Armenian government sent
Libaridian to Ankars in February 1994 to mest Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet
Cetin. These contacts were “io feel out Ankara's trug intentions and ask Turkey to
play & more constroctive role in the region, and not to react in & negative way 1o the
deployment of Russian pescekespers in the Caucasus” (p. 156).

Chrysanthopoulos. stops his narrative here (20 February 1994, the date of his

from Armenia). Hence, be leaves the resder hanging in the sir, There is no
epilogue in the book to inform the reader about developments after February 1994,

Cemvearus Chronicles should bt read &s a- primary source on the Nagomo-
Karabakh conflict. It 35 also an eyewitness account of the devastating economic and
political situstion in Armenia. It depicts sccurately the military situstion in Nagomo-
Karsbgkh and how Armenja’s govemment dealt with the security, economic snd
political  consequences of the conflict Chrysanthopoulos presents the Yerevan,
Stepanakert and Baku perspectives on the Nagomo-Karsbakh conflict objectively
and this even without his ever being to Baku. The muthor makes clear that without
realising Russin’s interests in the Caucasus and without creating trust between the
wiTing partics, any peacs plan by the OSCE is doomed to fall. We beliove,
however, tht the ambassador should have referred in more detail to the geopolitical
and geostrategic aime of Russia, Torkey and Iran in the South Caucasus so that the
reader could better understand their economic and political intercsts and sssess their
political leverage on the direct participants in the conflict

Chrysanthopoulos’s firsthand information and snalyses are extremely useful in
understanding the dynamics of peace making in Nagomo-Karsbakh. His fellow
diphmmwﬁndmmﬁﬁngdmhﬂihmwtﬁxmmm

followed the successive peace initiatives presonied o the combefants from
newspapers and other secondhand ccounts, the bock is an indispensable source.






