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THE ARAB FOLEKTALE ON MOUNT MASSIS

A. DHR-GHEVONTIAN

Mount Massis of the Armenian plateau for centuries has
been subject of many folktales. The author of this study repre-
sents one of these, mentioned by Arab authors, which has been
derived from the incorporation of Armenian and Arab folktales,
and which has been related with the folktale of river Araxes.
The folktale of Massis — in Arabic Al-Hariss — is found in the
geographical and historiographical works of Istakhri (10th c.),
Ibn-Hauqal (10th c¢.), Muqqadassi (10th c¢.), and Jaqut (13th c.).
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