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PURSUING THE ARMENIAN CHARACTERS :
ALPHABET AND DISCOVERY
(Summary)

Father ANTRANIG GRANIAN

This is the second installment of an article published earlier in the Haigazian
Armenological Review, vol. X1, 1991, pp. 147-179, and brings the study to its logi-
cal culmination.

In this extensive study Father Granian successfully proves that the Danielian
characters were exactly the same characters that the Armenian pagan priests of the
antiquity used before the advent of Christianity. Christian authorities had prohibi-
ted the use of these letters in an attempt to reduce the influence of paganism in Arme-
nia and had replaced them instead by the Hellenic alphabet.

All Daniel did was safeguard these fugitive letters until the day Mesrob Mash-
dotz recognized them as being the original letters in the ancient Armenian alphabet,
the very existence of which had been forgotten.

But this alphabet lacked vowels and was no more capable of expressing the
heavy load of intonations the Armenian people had absorbed from a millenia of
cultural existence. Furthermore, the fact that it was put out of circulation definitely
obstructed its healthy progress.

On the other hand, Mashdotz was more than aware of the disadvantages of
not having a private alphabet. It was a time, when the Armenians confronted the
danger of assimilation in both Byzantine and Assyrian cultures as a result of their
cultural impact on Armenia, specially due to the use of their languages. An impact
that would, in the long run, definitely endanger the very existence of the Armenian
nation.

Under the circumstances, due to the incessant urgency of having an Arme-
nian alphabet, Mashdotz had no other choice, but to revert back to the very roots
of the Armenian language — the Danielian characters — and add vowels to this
alphabet. This is what he eventually succeeded to bring about and thus recreated
an Armenian alphabetical system of 36 letters that has remained unchanged from
451 A.D. on, and has not only infinitely helped to preserve the Armenian identity,
but has also secured a distinct personality to it.

By delving in the comparative study of the three historico-linguistic authori-
ties of the Sth century A.D. — Gorun, Moses Khorenatzi and Ghazar Parbetzi —
Father Granian has successfully defended the premises he has set forward at the outset
of his article, namely : 1) That the Danielian characters were actually the letters of
the original Armenian alphabet of the pre-Christian era. 2) That, therefore, the
modern Armenian is the direct offshoot and continuation of the ancient Armenian
and that, hence, the Armenian alphabet is not transplanted from elsewhere as was
suspected.

Father Granian’s motivation behind undertaking such a vast investigation
seems (0 be his deep belief in the notion that a distinct language is a cultural preser-
vative, and that a people’s willingness to keep its language intact from foreign influen-
ces is the guarantee for its continued existence as a distinct entity.



