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THE CONTRIBUTION OF YEGHIA DEMIRJIBASHIAN
TO THE ENRICHMENT OF THE VOCABULARY
OF THE WESTERN ARMENIAN DIALECT

BARUYR AGHBASHIAN

In the 19th century, one of the important phases of the bat-
tle for the enhancement of the Western Armenian literary dialect
was militated against what was then considered to be the paucity
of the Armenian vocabulary, the enrichment of which became
the prime concern of those who waged a literary war for the mo-
dern armenian literary dialect. Highly commendable in this field
is the toil of Yeghia Demirjibashian (1851-1908), who through
his literary art, metaphysical work, and French-Armenian dic-
tionary, gave us numerous new words, exploiting chiefly the me-
thod of compounding words, one to which the armenian language
so naturally lends itself. A considerable number of the words
coined and compounded by the well-known writer were incor-
porated into the Western Armenian modern dialect.



