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ON THE QUESTION OF HETHUM - ZABEL AND
BILINGUAL COINS OF HETHUM I OF CILICIA

BER] SABBAGHIAN

(Summary)

During the long period of his reign, King Hethum I (1226-
1270) of Cilician Armenia, continuously has mint only two types
of silver coins: namely the Hethum-Zabel coins and the one
known as the bilingual coins. In the Armenian historiography
the tendency has been to explain the reason behind these coins
as follows: Hethum-Zabel coins were mint to prove the legiti-
mate right of Zabel for the throne, while the bilingual coins
were mint as a token evidence of the Seljuk suzerainty over
Cilicia.

In this article, after a thorough study, the author conclu-
des that the two types of coins were mint because of economic
and commercial reasons. These coins helped Cilician Armenia to
penetrate and open new markets in the neighbouring countries.



