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NATANAYEL BESKOW'S LETTERS PERTAINING TO THE

ARMENIAN REFUGEES
(Summary)

ARTSVI BAKHTCHINIAN

Through the use of a number of letters by the Swedish Rector of Dursholm
School, head teacher and theologian, Natanayel Beskow (1865-1953), the author
brings to light the philanthropic activities of the Swedish Armenophiles between
1915 and 1923. The main objective of the latter was o persuade the Swedish
government to assume the mandate of the newly independent Republic of Armenia.
However, when this objective failed, these philanthropists and their Christian Popular
Committees campaigned to relieve the hardships of the Armenian refugees. They
raised money to save Armenian orphans, young girls and widows from the Syrian
desert. They were instrumental in establishing the Tell al-Arman refigee camp,
which was run by the very capable missienary, Miss Karen Jeppe. The author also
highlights the steps and measures taken by these philanthropists to whip up the
Swedish public opinion in support of the Armenian refugees,
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