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hwqpt Ytup dGwg: Pwyg np wubtiu dkp dtpdwjhl dh pwl tnwo (hGh -
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PRIVATE AND PUBLIC HUMAN ISSUES AS INTERTWINED FACTS IN HRANT
MATEVOSIAN’S SHORT NOVEL, CALLED “NANA ISHKHANUHU GAMURCHE”
(PRINCESSE NANA'’S BRIDGE)
(Summary)
VACHAGAN GRIGORIAN
vachik_grigoryan@mail.ru

In this article Grigorian analyses the charactersitics of Hrant Matevosian’s Nana
Ishkhanuhu Gamurche (Princesse Nana’s bridge) a short novel, which was written in the
1960s but first published in 2006.

Unlike the “Anhnidzor” essay, where Matevosian highlighted his worries about the
negative changes in the village, this short novel raised broader questions immediately
related to the economic management policies of the Soviet Union. The events presented in
this short novel start in the 1918 and extend up until the early 1960s. They depict a complete
picture of social destitution, which was to spread throughout the country in the next quarter
of a century.

Grigorian notes that Ishkhan, who was to become a central character in Matevosian’s
literary works, was first introduced in this short novel. Indeed, Ishkhan, one of
Matevosian’s most important heros, is the precursor and harbinger of the writer’s unique
world perception that was to be further developed in his literary works of the coming years.

Grigorian stresses that alongside the impressive characters that stand out in this short
novel, Matevosian has deeply examined the economic management policies of the time, as
well as the consequences of the implementation of the ruling ideology. He concludes that
irresponsibility, disorder and the shortfalls of economic management made men apathetic
and generated an impasse. The situation was like a time bomb, ready to explode when
controling it became impossible. The end result was the production of a society where men
were both mentally and spiritually numbed and deceived. Furthermore, Grigorian underpins
the fact that Matevosian mocked both Soviet superpower pride and its baseless humanism,
which were brought into existence at the expense of too many human sacrifices.

Grigorian points out that the second part of this short novel had space for further
development, but Matevosian had left it aside as the issue had “become old” in contrast to
its fast maturation in real life. As such, it was seen to be a complete literary work that fell
short of the author’s intentions, so he had no inclination to return to it for further
development.

Grigorian concludes that the questions raised in this short novel were so daring that it
was simply impossible to publish it at that time.
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