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THE ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF COMMERCIAL
CENTERS IN MEDIEVAL ARMENIAN CITIES

DAVIT K. GERTMEN]JIAN

(Summary)

During the 10-13th centuries, Armenia witnessed an unpre-
cedented economic growth. More that thirty Armenian cities par-
ticipated in international trade, not only through exchanging fo-
reign goods, but also by marketing their own products. Because
of the increase in trade and commerce, the plans as well as the
extensional dimensions of the architectural constructions of com-
mercial centers in Armenian cities began to expand and take on
new forms.

Taking into account the above-mentioned historical evi-
dence, the article studies the architectural characteristics of the
commercial and trade centers of the five most important cities
located on the Northern Road of Armenia, namely: Ani, Lori,
Kars, Karin (Erzrum), and Papert,



